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CWS Drug Testing (On-Demand) 

(Revised 07/15/22) 
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Background 

Areas Served 
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Expectations for Parents/Youth 

Alignment with SET 

Forms The following form is referenced in this file: 

• 04-130D CWS Drug Testing Authorization (CWS/CMS Template)

Background CWS on-demand drug testing can be used to confirm a reasonable suspicion of substance use 
or as a part of a recovery plan to support sobriety.  The parent/guardian/youth will not be 
shamed for a positive drug test.  Positive drug tests are an opportunity for a conversation as 
to what the parent/guardian/youth needs to move forward toward recovery and 
reunification.  Drug test results will be documented in the Contact Notebook as well as in 
court reports.  SW’s will refrain from using “clean” and “dirty” to describe drug test results 
and instead will use “positive” or “negative.”  

The Child Welfare Services Drug Testing Contractor is Cordant Forensic Laboratories under 
contract with San Diego County Probation Department.  DO NOT CALL the Contractor or 
Probation Dept. collection site(s).  All questions and/or complaints regarding the contract or 
contractor should be directed to the Policy Analyst listed at the end of this file. 

CWS requires observed urinalysis testing of adult or emancipated youth parents or guardians 
who have substance use that place children at risk.  The observer of the urinalysis testing is to 
be the same gender as the parent/guardian/youth, as determined by their gender identity. 
NOTE: The gender identity may be the same as or different from their sex assigned at birth. 

Parents/guardians will be referred to Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Treatment by Juvenile 
Court, if the risk is substantial and a petition is filed.  Parents/guardians not assigned to SUD 
Treatment, or who sign a voluntary agreement with CWS to participate in a drug-testing 
program, will receive drug testing through this contract. 

Dependent youth or youth who are placed in Short Term Residential Treatment Placements 
(STRTP) must have a Court Order to drug test.  They will use an alternative drug-testing 
provider.  See Special Circumstances for more information. 
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Areas Served The contractor drug testing sites are available only at the designated Probation sites including 
court buildings and offices. Each site maintains different hours of operation. There are special 
circumstances in which alternative drug testing facilities can be used.  See Special 
Circumstances below for more information.   

The table below provides the location and hours of the designated Probation sites. 

Location Hours of Operation 

Central Region Hall of Justice (HOJ) 
330 West Broadway, 6th 
Floor (Must first check in at 
4th floor) 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Monday - Friday 
7:30 am - 11:30 am 
12:30 pm - 4:30 pm 

*Last check-in time is at 11:15 am
and 4:15 pm

North Central 
Region 

Juvenile Probation Center 
(JPC) 
2901 Meadow Lark Dr. 
San Diego, CA 92123 

Monday-Friday 
8:00 am – 11:30 am 
12:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

* check-in time is at 11:15 am and
4:15 pm

North Central 
Region 

Adult Probation Services 
3977 Ohio St 
San Diego, CA 92104 

Monday - Friday 
7:30 am - 11:30 am 
12:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

*Last check-in time is at 11:15 am
and 4:15 pm

Special 
Circumstances 

The SW may request an alternative drug testing facility be used in the following 
circumstances: 

• Rural areas where there is no or limited transportation.
• Dependent youth or youth who are placed in Short Term Residential Treatment

Placements (STRTP) and have a Court order to drug test.
• After hour/weekend testing if there are immediate concerns of safety threats and a

drug test would confirm use (consult with PSS to determine if appropriate)
• Court ordered a specific testing service (i.e. hair follicle) or location.
• Cordant (contracted facility) is not open or has limited testing locations.
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Special 
Circumstances 
(cont.) 

The following table describes the steps involved in arranging for payment of drug testing for 
the special circumstances listed above: 

Step Who Action 

1 SW • Identify the drug testing provider that is near or within the
community.

2 SW • In the 04-130D, check the requested drug test and provide
the drug test provider address.

• If an out of county provider, the SW must obtain the invoice
from the provider to submit for processing of payment.

• Email the completed 04-130D to the PSS/SPSW for signature.

3 PSS/SPSW • Sign and email the 04-130D and invoice (if out of county) to
the manager for approval/signature.  Copy the SW on this
email so that they have the signed copy (PSS/SPSW signature)
to provide to the Drug Test Liaison or drug test provider.

4 Manager • Complete the Authorization for County Payment Section on
the bottom of the 04-130D.

• Email the form(s) to CWS Fiscal.

5 CWS Fiscal • Match the invoice with the payment authorization and issue
payment to provider.

6 SW • Retain a copy of the 04-130D for future reference.

NOTE:  The court order for drug testing a dependent child/youth 
must also be submitted if requested. 

Before Sending a 
Parent/Youth to 
Drug Test 

Before the parent/guardian/youth is sent to drug test, the SW will complete the following: 

Step Action 

1 Complete the 04-130D. 

2 Verify if the parent/guardian/youth has a picture ID to bring to the collection 
site.   

If the parent/guardian/youth does not have a picture ID, a photograph must 
be provided to the Regional Drug Test Liaison (RDTL), along with the signed 
04-130D, to be uploaded on the profile page in the system, and will then be
viewable by the collection site.
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Before Sending a 
Parent/Youth to 
Drug Test (cont.) 

Step Action 

2 
(cont.) 

If a photo is not available, please contact the Policy Analyst located at the 
bottom of this file for further options. 

3 If client is an emancipated youth, they must have their emancipation papers 
with them at the collection site or they will not be tested. 

4 Obtain PSS or SPSW signature on the 04-130D for approval. 

5 Submit the 04-130D to a RDTL to upload into the database.  NOTE:  Please 
refer to PSS/Manager for current RDTL in region. 

The RDTL will input the client information from the 04-130D form into the 
Sentry online system within two hours of receipt.  Input time is critical as the 
client’s information MUST be entered into Sentry prior to the 
parent/guardian' arrival to the collection site. SWs should communicate 
clearly with RDTL when they have advised them to report to the collection 
site within two hours. 

Types of Drug Tests All drug test requests will default to Standard Screening (10 Panel Urine Drug Screening) 
unless the following occurs: 

• The SW requests an oral swab panel.
• There is no collector/observer on-site that is the same gender as the client, as

determined by the client’s gender identity.
• Parent/guardian/youth refuses to cooperate with urine screening process.
• There is reason to suspect that the parent/guardian/youth is using a substance that is

not covered by the Standard Screening.  These will be single use screening or an add-
on to the Standard or Oral swab test.

Due to the rise of Fentanyl fatalities and overdoses, Fentanyl is listed as an option to check off 
on the 04-130D as an addition to a standard urine or oral swab test.  The majority of fatalities 
and overdoses are due to accidental use (being mixed in and sold as other drug).  Therefore, if 
a client has a positive screening for Fentanyl, educate the client on the dangers of substance 
use and Fentanyl.  See Facts About Fentanyl for more information. 

https://www.dea.gov/resources/facts-about-fentanyl
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Types of Drug Tests 
(cont.) 

The drug test panels and single use testing or add-on options are listed below: 

Standard Screening Panel-Urine Drug Test 10 Panel Drug Screening - 
EtG Alcohol, Cocaine, THC, Amphetamine/ 
Methamphetamine, Opiates, PCP, 
Barbiturates, Benzodiazepine, Flunitrazepam 
and Propoxyphene 

Oral Drug Test Panels 6 Panel Drug Screening -  
THC, Amphetamine, Methamphetamine, 
Benzodiazepines, Opiates and Cocaine 

6 Panel Drug Screening - 
THC, Amphetamine, Methamphetamine, 
Opiates, Cocaine and Alcohol 

Single Use Screenings or Add On Test: • Fentanyl
• Gamma-Hydroxybutyrate (GHB)
• Lysergic Acid Diethylamide (LSD)
• Methadone
• Methylenedioxy-Methamphetamine
• Synthetics (Bath Salts/Spice)

Test Results Cordant will upload test results to the Sentry system within 72 hours of testing.  The RDTL will 
retain the original 04-130D and will follow-up in 72 hours to obtain test results from the 
Sentry system and distribute results to the requesting SW.  If no results are available after 72 
hours for any 04-130D on file, the RDTL will notify the requesting SW, as this may indicate 
that the client was a no-show for testing. 

NOTE:  The RDTL can also assist with obtaining drug test results from alternative drug testing 
facilities as well. 

Expectations for 
Parents/Youth 

To ensure that testing goes as smoothly as possible for everyone involved, please coach CWS 
clients on the following issues before they visit the collection facilities: 

Coach clients to… Because… 

make arrangements for childcare for        their 
children 

• children cannot be left in the waiting
rooms  unattended

• collection facilities are Probation
Offices which may not be appropriate
for children and  do not provide
childcare.
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Expectations for 
Parents/Youth 
(cont.) 

Coach clients to… Because… 

attempt to arrive at least one hour earlier 
than the closing time stated on the 04-130D 

• they need to allow time to:
o verify identification
o fill out paperwork
o provide a valid specimen.

• once checked in to stay and wait at the
facility until test completed

behave appropriately and courteously while 
they are in a   collection facility 

inappropriate behavior may have the 
following consequences, depending on the 
severity: 

• police may be called
• SW may be contacted
• service may be refused.

prepare to have an observer of the same 
gender with them during the test 

the parent/youth sex assigned at birth or 
the sex listed on their documentation may 
not match their gender identity 

• this opens discussion with
parent/youth about whether another
type of test (oral, follicle) is
appropriate

OR 
• identify the gender of the observer

they would be most comfortable with
during the test.

Alignment with SET This policy aligns with SET Value 1: Relationships with Children, Youth and Families Are the 
Foundation by maintaining a clear understanding of child safety, maximizing on family’s 
strengths, and build a shared understanding and agreement through family engagement; Value 
4: Shared Responsibility with Community Partners to ensure that community resources are 
accountable and responsive. 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure



