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Forms 

 
The following forms are referenced in this file: 
 
• 04-24A-P Authorization to Use or Disclose Protected Health Information – All 

Providers 
• 04-139 Informed Consent for Placement of an HIV Positive or AIDS Child 
  
• 04-146 Universal Hygiene Practices - HIV/AIDS 

  
 
Policy 

 
The confidentiality of the family's HIV status is protected by law.  There will be no mention of 
AIDS/HIV in any court report or court discussion.  This includes HIV test results, positive or 
negative, or the need of either a parent or child to be tested for HIV. 
 
CWS/CMS is to have no mention of AIDS/HIV status.  All AIDS/HIV information must be in 
hard copy (i.e., paper) only.  Within CWS/CMS (e.g. case notes, contact narratives, etc) there 
will be a reference to the paper file (e.g., “Please see confidential envelope in file.”) Within 
the paper case file, any AIDS/HIV information will be in a manila envelope labeled 
“Confidential.”  Medical records (including but not limited to: test results, related treatment 
medications, diagnosis) will also be in the confidential envelope in the paper case file.  If 
AIDS/HIV medical documents are received by the foster care PHNs it will include a reminder 
when being forwarded to SWs reminding SWs that this is confidential material that must be 
put into the manila envelope in the paper case file. Foster Care PHNs will not black out 
AIDS/HIV information. 
 

 
Language in 
CWS/CMS 

 
In discussing a client with AIDS/HIV in the computer files (CWS/CMS) or in the case in general, 
the terminology that may be used is that the client has a "chronic condition which requires 
medical supervision."  This information can be kept in the Health and Education Passport 
(HEP) until the child is no longer at risk and then it is deleted. 
 
Reference to an HIV test will be stated as “a confidential blood test.” 
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Who may be 
informed 

 
If there is no consent/release of information or court order (e.g., 04-24A-P form or other 
order), the HIV status of a child, NMD or a parent may not be discussed with anyone except 
your Supervisor (PSS). 
 
NOTE: If the foster youth has the right to personally consent to medical services, then such 
services shall be provided confidentially and maintained as confidential between the provider 
and foster youth, to the extent required by the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act and the California Confidentiality of Medical Information Actnless disclosed 
through written consent of the foster youth or a court order.  When a youth has the right to 
consent, there shall be privacy for examination or treatment by a medical provider, unless the 
youth specifically requests otherwise (Public Law 104-191, Civil Code section 56 et seq.  See, 
Health & Safety Code, sections 123110 and 123115). 
 
If there is a court order or a voluntary consent, the SW shall inform the following individuals 
of the child’s HIV(+) status: 

• SCP 
• Child’s medical and dental practitioner and/or treatment providers 
• Child’s parent or guardian, unless excluded by court order 
• Juvenile Court 
• Child’s Attorney 
• UCSD. 

 
The above disclosures are made by the SW by telephone.  There may be instances, within the 
County email system, where the SW responds to an e-mail request for results.  In these cases, 
the test results will be referred to as “a confidential blood test.” 
 
EXCEPTION:  Disclosure to others may be made in a life-threatening situation when the 
information must be shared (e.g., a child needing resuscitation).  Emergency staff may be 
informed in order to take adequate precautions.  Additional information is on the California Dept. 
of Health, Office of AIDS at: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DOA/Pages/OAmain.aspx. 
 
NOTE:  Contact the CWS Policy Analyst listed at the bottom of this file to discuss any 
questions or concerns regarding the disclosure of HIV information. 
 

 
Placement of HIV-
positive child 

 
To maximize confidentiality when placing a child who is HIV positive, the SW will: 

• Not disclose the name of the child to the potential SCP until it is confirmed the child 
will be placed with that SCP 

• Inform the SCP of the child's HIV positive status prior to placement of the child 
• Advise all persons having access to any AIDS/HIV related paperwork of their duty to 

safeguard the confidentiality of the information. 
 
Caregivers accepting placement of an HIV positive child must be given the following forms: 

• 04-139 - SW must review this form with the caregiver and have it signed; file in the 
case file in the confidential manila envelope.  

• 04-146 - SW must review this document with the caregiver and document in a contact 
that this form was given and reviewed. SW will state in the contact, “Caregiver was 
provided with form 04-146 and universal precautions were discussed.”  SW will not 
use the word “HIV” or “AIDS” in the CWS/CMS contact at any time. 

 
 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DOA/Pages/OAmain.aspx
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Placement of HIV-
positive child (cont.) 

 
NOTE: Each time the child changes placement, these forms must be reviewed and signed with 
the new caregiver. 
 

 
Related AIDS/HIV 
information 

 
For additional information related to AIDS/HIV, refer to AIDS/HIV - Testing Process. 
 

 
Alignment with SET 
Values 

 
This policy and procedure aligns with SET Value 2 in that it creates collaborative partnerships 
with kinship and resource families.  It supports the guiding principle of consistent 
communication and information sharing.  It also aligns with SET Value #3 in that it supports a 
continual focus on children’s well-being while in our care. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure

