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Conservatorship 
 

(Revised 05/22/20) 
 

Background  
Establishing Conservatorship for Dependent Child under 18  

Establishing Conservatorship for Child Turning 18 and Exiting Dependency 
Juvenile Court Proceedings during LPS Conservatorship 

Information Sharing 
Notice of Court Hearings 

Alternatives  
Lanterman Petris Short  

Alignment with SET 
 

 
Background 

 
Conservatorship for a child may be appropriate if they are so gravely disabled by a mental 
disorder that the child cannot utilize the necessities of life (food, clothing, shelter) even when 
provided to the child by others. 
 
When a gravely mentally ill child is approaching 18, conservatorship may be necessary to 
ensure on-going care. In rare instances, conservatorship may be established for a child under 
18 who is subject to dependency and/or delinquency proceedings. 
 
A child needing conservatorship services will normally have an extensive history of psychiatric 
treatment and residential placements.  Their Child and Family Team (CFT) (see Child and 
Family Team Meetings ) should be involved as Conservatorship is discussed.  The child’s 
treating psychiatrist assesses the need and initiates a referral to the Public Conservator.   
 

 
Establishing 
Conservatorship for 
Dependent Child 
under 18 

 
Conservatorship for a dependent minor should be exceptionally rare and utilized as a last 
resort after all other options have been exhausted, and there is no other legal mechanism 
that allows the minor to receive required mental health treatment.   
 
NOTE: There are two legal mechanisms for a dependent minor to be admitted to a 
Community Treatment Facility to receive mental health treatment in a locked or partially 
locked setting: 1) when the juvenile court grants a minor’s Application for Approval of a 
Minor’s Request for Voluntary Inpatient Psychiatric Treatment (JUV-57 filled out and signed 
by minor and his or her counsel); or 2) the Lanterman-Petris-Short ACT (LPS) court has found 
the minor to be gravely disabled under Welfare and Institutions Code § 5585.25 and the 
conservator having custody of the minor consents to involuntary psychiatric treatment on the 
minor’s behalf.   
  

  

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/hhsa/programs/papg/
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Establishing 
Conservatorship for 
Dependent Child 
under 18 (cont.) 

 
If conservatorship is established in an open Juvenile Dependency Case: 
 

• the conservator makes the decisions regarding placement and educational settings as 
well as the mental health needs of the youth. 

• the SW continues  case management duties to include: 
o ensure placement funding continues via the 07-65. 
o complete monthly face to face visits with the youth. 
o coordinate check in with conservator prior to monthly face to face visits to 

ensure there is no concern with visitation. 
o arrange sibling/parent visitation. 
o continue to provide reunification services to the parent unless reunification 

services are terminated. 
o submit dependency court reports as requested by the Juvenile Court Judge. 

 
NOTE:  Juvenile Court Proceedings are suspended while the LPS conservatorship is in place, 
and the Juvenile Court Judge is no longer responsible for making placement/education orders 
for the youth.  However, the Juvenile Court may choose to set dates in order to receive 
informational updates on the child, parental progress in reunification services (if applicable), 
and to monitor the status of the conservatorship. 

 
NOTE: While the conservatorship is in place, the SW does not provide a rec set on any reports 
submitted to the court. 
 

 
Establishing 
Conservatorship for 
Child turning 18 and 
Exiting Dependency 

 
The table below displays the steps taken to establish Public Conservatorship for a child 
turning 18 and exiting dependency: 
 

Step Who Action 

(optional) SW Screen child’s situation with duty worker at the Public 
Conservator’s office. 

1 SW Consult with the child’s treating psychiatrist regarding 
appropriateness for conservatorship and discuss with 
the CFT. 

2 Treating 
Psychiatrist 

Assess child for appropriateness and initiate an LPS 
Conservatorship Referral Packet. 
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Establishing 
Conservatorship for 
Child turning 18 and 
Exiting Dependency 
(cont.) 

 

Step Who Action 

3 Public 
Conservator’s 

Office 

Notify SW when petition for conservatorship is 
appropriate – Go to Step 4. 
 
If child not appropriate, notify SW – Go to Step 5. 

4 SW Facilitate placement and transition case management 
in coordination with others (CFT, CMH, Regional 
Center, Public Conservator, etc.). 

5 SW Make other referrals as appropriate. 

  
 
Juvenile Court 
Proceedings during 
LPS Conservatorship 

 
If the Public Conservator Investigator determines there is sufficient cause to file a petition for 
Lanterman Petris Short (LPS) Conservatorship, once the petition is received by the Mental 
Health Court, the child is immediately under a Temporary Conservatorship, which expires 
within 30 days.  Prior to the expiration, a Permanent Conservatorship hearing will be set with 
the Mental Health Court (Central Division, San Diego Superior Court).  A Public Defender will 
be assigned to represent the child in the LPS Conservatorship hearing and will contact the 
child prior to the Permanent Conservatorship hearing. 
 
Should the Public Defender and child decide to contest the conservatorship proceedings, the 
referring psychiatrist or psychologist will be required to testify in the Mental Health Court trial 
proceedings as to the initial determination of grave disability and/or the required level of 
care.  The trial may reasonably be expected to occur on the afternoon of the set date for the 
Permanent Conservatorship hearing (either a Tuesday or Thursday), though for special 
circumstances, may be set out a few business days from that date. 
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Juvenile Court 
Proceedings during 
LPS Conservatorship 

 
Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code § 6551, subd. (e), Juvenile Court proceedings are 
suspended from the time the petition is filed with the Mental Health Court (thereby initiating 
the temporary conservatorship) until the Mental Health Court terminates the temporary or 
permanent conservatorship.  The Juvenile Court may request CWS and/or Probation to file an 
informational report every six months to update the Juvenile Court on the progress/status of 
the LPS Conservatorship.  No Juvenile Court findings/rulings are made concerning dependency 
or delinquency during the LPS Conservatorship.  All placements and care authorizations are 
addressed via the Public Conservator’s Office and the Mental Health Court. 
 
A Public Conservator representative, in addition to the Conservatorship Case Manager 
assigned to the child, shall receive notice of any juvenile court hearings.  Relevant input from 
the Conservatorship Case Manager should be incorporated into informational reports 
submitted by the Child Welfare Services Social Worker and/or Juvenile Probation Officer. 
 

 
Juvenile Court 
Proceedings during 
LPS Conservatorship 
(cont.) 

 
Juvenile Court proceedings are immediately reinstated upon termination of the LPS 
Conservatorship provided the child is still reasonably subject to Juvenile Court 
authority/jurisdiction. 
 

 
Information Sharing  
 

 
Notwithstanding the confidential nature of Juvenile Court proceedings, information from the 
Juvenile case may be shared with the office of the Public Conservator and with any member 
of the child’s mental health team.  This communication may include the exchange of relevant 
documents, including but not limited to court orders and reports, school records, medical 
records, and mental health records.  The information must be kept in a confidential manner 
by the person who receives it, unless otherwise authorized by law or ordered by the court.   
 

 
Notice of Court 
Hearings 

 
Once permanent conservatorship is established, the Conservatorship Case Manager, CWS 
Social Worker and/or Probation Officer for the conservatee will be noticed of all future 
mental health court hearings, as will the conservatee and all others legally entitled to notice. 
 
Likewise, the Conservatorship Case Manager and Public Conservator should receive notice of 
all future Juvenile Court hearings. 
 

 
Alternatives 

 
If a young adult does not qualify for conservatorship, there are some alternatives available. 
 
Transitional living services are available for a limited number of clients who meet specific 
diagnostic criteria through County Mental Health (CMH) via Housing Matters.  Supportive 
housing is a community-based service model that provides housing and integrates mental 
health services, primary health care, alcohol and drug services, case management and social 
services to help homeless people living with mental illness gain stability, and live more 
productive lives. 
 

  

http://housingmatterssd.org/
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Alternatives (cont.) 

 
If the client is going to live independently, a referral for Aging and Independence Services 
(AIS) may be appropriate. In certain cases, AIS can arrange case management services for 
adults who are dependent due to a physical or mental handicap. 
 
If you have any concern regarding the possibility of abuse for any adult contact Adult 
Protective Services.  Types of adult abuse include: Physical; Abandonment; Isolation; 
Financial; Neglect; Self-neglect; and Mental suffering. 
 

 
Lanterman Petris 
Short 

 
To be eligible for public conservatorship the child must meet the Lanterman Petris Short (LPS) 
criteria which states the child is gravely disabled (unable to use elements of life essential to 
health, safety, and development, including food, clothing, or shelter even though provided to 
the child by others) due to a mental disorder.  
 
This is a mental health determination made only by a mental health practitioner. A qualifying 
diagnosis will be a mental disorder (e.g., schizophrenia, bi-polar disorder, depression) not a 
behavior disorder (e.g., conduct disorder, defiant personality disorder). (Intellectual disability, 
epilepsy, or other developmental disabilities, alcoholism, other drug abuse, or repeated 
antisocial behavior do not, by themselves, constitute a mental disorder. WIC 5585.25) 
 

 
Alignment with SET 

 
This policy promotes the following SET values: 

• SET Value 1 by building shared understanding and agreement through family 
engagement, collaborating with the whole family to create well-being, and honoring 
and incorporating the voices of children and youth. 

• SET Value 3 by having a continual focus on children’s well-being while they are in the 
care of CWS. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/hhsa/programs/ais/
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/hhsa/programs/ais/adult_protective_services/index.html
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/hhsa/programs/ais/adult_protective_services/index.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure

