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Purpose: This atlas has four map series created from the American Community  
Survey (ACS) 2011-2015 data which describe the origins and the  
English-speaking ability of foreign-born populations. All maps show data at the census 
tract level. 
 
Foreign-born Atlas Map series: 
The following were uploaded as separate documents for downloading convenience, 
but are intended to be regarded as one product with the following sections:  
 Place of Birth (ACS Table B05006) 
 Language Spoken at Home (ACS Table B16001) 
 Speak English Less Than “Very Well” (ACS Table B16001) 
 Linguistic Isolation (ACS Table S1602) 

 
Guide to the selected results from the American Community Survey 2011-2015: 
 The 2011—2015 ACS 5-year estimates are based on data collected between  
    January 2011 and December 2015.  
 Published for small geographic areas (census tracts in the maps). 
 Represent the average characteristics over the 5-year period of time. 
 Have larger sample size than the 1-year and 3-year estimates.  
 Are less current than the 1-year and 3-year estimates. 
 
Definitions:  
Place of Birth (Among Foreign-Born): 
The foreign-born population includes anyone who was not a U.S. citizen at birth. This 
includes respondents who indicated they were a U.S. citizen by naturalization or not a 
U.S. citizen. The foreign-born population is shown by selected area, country, or region 
of birth. The places of birth shown in data products were chosen based on the  
availability from the ACS data. 

 
Language Spoken at Home: 
The language currently used by respondents at home, either "English only" or a non-
English language which is used in addition to English or in place of English. These 
questions were asked only of persons 5 years of age and older.  

 
Ability to Speak English: 
For a respondent who speaks a language other than English at home, refers to his/her 
assessment of his ability to speak English, from "very well" to "not at all." This series is 
a subset of the Language Spoken at Home data. 

 
Linguistic Isolation (Household): 
Households in which no one 14 and over speaks English only or speaks a language 
other than English at home and speaks English very well. 
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Contents of this atlas:   
Languages: African languages, Arabic, Armenian, Chinese, French (incl. Patois, Ca-
jun), French Creole, German, Greek, Gujarati, Hebrew, Hindi, Hmong, Hungarian, Ital-
ian, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, Mon-Khmer, Cambodian, Navajo, Other and unspeci-
fied languages, Other Asian languages, Other Indic languages, Other Indo-European 
languages, Other Native North American languages, Other Pacific Island languages, 
Other Slavic languages, Other West Germanic languages, Persian, Polish, Portu-
guese or Portuguese Creole, Russian, Scandinavian languages, Serbo-Croatian, 
Spanish or Spanish Creole, Tagalog, Thai, Urdu, Vietnamese, and Yiddish. 
 
Countries: 
All countries included can be found on the following pages. Countries are displayed in 
alphabetical order regardless of geographical region. Further, due to the size of the 
documents, the Place of Birth map series is divided up into several sections for ease 
of access. 
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Countries Included by Region: 



Countries Included by Region: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP SERIES:  
LINGUISTIC ISOLATION 
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