
Males: 
22.6% of all 
deaths were 
attributable 
to smoking.  
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Females: 
15.5% of all 
deaths were 
attributable 
to smoking.  

80.9% 19.1% 

2015-2019 Smoking-Attributable Mortality (SAM) for San Diego County Adults 35 Years of Age and Older,       
Total and by Gender 

  Total Population 35+ Males 35+ Females 35+ 

Total Number of Deaths 20,616 10,440 10,176 

Total Deaths Attributed to Smoking 3,946 2,364* 1,582 

Percent Deaths Attributed to 
Smoking 

19.1% 22.6% 15.5% 

Total Population 35 and Over 1,703,539 825,349 878,190 

Total deaths attributed to smoking were calculated using fractions by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), Smoking-Attributable Mortality, Morbidity, and Economic Costs (SAMMEC) 
System. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK294316/table/ch12.t4/?report=objectonly.  

Note: Deaths with unknown age or sex were not included in the analysis. Deaths were pulled using 
2015-2019 ICD 10 Mortality codes.  

*Residential fires not included in total attributable deaths. 

Source: California Department of Public Health (CDPH), Center for Health Statistics and Informatics, 
Vital Records Business Intelligence System (VRBIS), 2015-2019. County of San Diego, Department of 
the Medical Examiner, 2015-2019. Population Estimates: San Diego Association of Governments 
(SANDAG), 2019. Prepared by County of San Diego, Health & Human Services Agency, Public Health 
Services, Community Health Statistics Unit, 04/07/2022. 
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