
 

 
 

Friday, January 29, 2021 
 

Greetings Long-Term Care and Residential Care Facilities of San Diego County,  

Vaccinations are rolling out across the County in long-term care facilities. The Pharmacy 

Partnership Program with CVS and Walgreens is being implemented in many facilities. The 

County of San Diego, along with partners such as County CalFire, Champions for Health, and 

heal Physician’s group are working together to assist when they are able to provide on-site 

vaccinations ahead of the pharmacies. We are excited for these new resources for long-term 

care facility staff and residents along with the County vaccination community sites, super 

stations, and sites coordinated by partners such as UC San Diego Health, Sharp Healthcare, and 

Rady Children’s Hospital. Please check the County COVID-19 Vaccination Sites & 
Appointments webpage (it is recommended to use a browser other than Internet Explorer 
to complete your registration). This webpage is updated frequently.  

Please find information below regarding the latest guidance and resources from county, state, 

and federal organizations, including new updates: 

- PowerPoint slides: Dr. Sayone Thihalolipavan, County of San Diego, Medical Consultant, 

COVID-19 update from the Long-Term Care telebriefing on January 28, 2021 

- CAHAN, San Diego: California Department of Public Health ended the Regional Stay-at-

Home Order, lifting the order for all regions statewide  

- County of San Diego Public Health Order (updated 1/25/2021) 

- CAHAN, San Diego: Health Advisory #24 (Quarantine Update) 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines/COVID-19-VaxEvents.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines/COVID-19-VaxEvents.html


- The County of San Diego has expanded the category of those eligible to receive a COVID 

vaccine to include those aged 65 and up (Phase 1B, Tier 1) in addition to all those 

already eligible in Phase 1A 

- CDC Vaccine Considerations 

- All Facilities Letter (AFL) providing health care facilities with updated guidance on 

exposure risk assessment and the duration of quarantine for COVID-19 exposed HCP 

working in hospitals and Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF) and SNF residents (AFL 21-08) 

- AFL notifying Skilled Nursing Facilities and general acute care hospitals to maintain 

efforts to increase staffing levels and return to the required staffing levels (AFL 21-07) 

- AFL requesting Skilled Nursing Facilities participate in a survey about Interdisciplinary 

Teams and the need for independent patient representatives (AFL 21-06) 

- Provider Information Notice (PIN) to All Adult and Senior Program Licensees providing 

updated guidance for decontamination and reuse of N95 filtering facepiece respirators    

(PIN 21-06-ASC) 

- PIN to Continued Care Retirement Community providers related to COVID-19 Costs & 

Funding Transparency Requirements (PIN 21-01-CCRC) 

- Updated BinaxNOW Antigen Test Kits Request Documents 

As a reminder, if you have a positive COVID-19 case at your facility, please report it by calling 

the County of San Diego Public Health Epidemiology Unit at (619) 692-8499 or (858) 565-5255 

for after-hours or on the weekend. The County as well as your State licensing departments are 

here to support you. 

For additional information, please see our website www.coronavirus-sd.com/LTC. Please email 

us at moc.logs.hhsa@sdcounty.ca.gov if you need personal protective equipment. 

Thank you for your continued efforts and partnership with the County of San Diego.  

 

PowerPoint Slides  
Long-Term Care & Residential Care Facilities Telebriefing  

January 28, 2021 
 
 NEW!  Dr. Sayone Thihalolipavan, County of San Diego, Medical 

Consultant, provided a COVID-19 Update.   

Please see attached PDF titled “LTC_Telebrief_Slides_1_28_21”. 

 

 

http://www.coronavirus-sd.com/LTC
mailto:moc.logs.hhsa@sdcounty.ca.gov


 
 

 

State and Local  
Public Health Orders & Updates 

NEW!  The California Department of Public Health ended the Regional Stay-at-Home Order, 
lifting the order for all regions statewide, including the three regions that had still been 

under the order – San Joaquin Valley, Bay Area and Southern California. Four-week ICU 

capacity projections for these three regions are above 15%, the threshold that allows 

regions to exit the order. Click here to read the News Release. 

 

NEW!  CAHAN San Diego: Health Advisory Update #24: COVID-19 Quarantine Update 
 Key Messages  

• While the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is still recommending a 14-

day quarantine period, they recently released a scientific brief and are allowing local 

jurisdictions to choose to shorten quarantine periods.  

• The quarantine period for close contacts to COVID-19 has been revised locally to align 

with California Department of Public Health (CDPH) quarantine guidelines.  

• Asymptomatic close contacts may discontinue quarantine after Day 10 from the date of 

last exposure only IF they are can monitor daily for symptoms of COVID-19 and strictly 

adhere to routine COVID-19 prevention interventions, especially use of face coverings 

and social distancing from Day 11 through Day 14.  

• For facilities experiencing staffing shortage, shorter 7-day quarantine with a required a 

negative polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test on or after Day 5 is permitted for 

asymptomatic healthcare workers, emergency response workers, and certain social 

service workers.  

• Healthcare employers with critical staffing shortages may use the updated COVID-19 

Quarantine Guidance released by CDPH where asymptomatic healthcare personnel are 

allowed to work after the 7-day quarantine and negative PCR test with a surgical mask or 

respirator, but still report temperature and absence of symptoms each day until 14 days 

after exposure.  Please see attached pdf titled “CAHAN_SD_01-27-2021”. 
 

UPDATED!  County of San Diego Public Health Order (1/25/2021) Click here. 
 

County of San Diego Order of the Health Officer  
• Isolation of All Persons with or Likely to Have COVID-19. Click here.  

• Quarantine of Persons Exposed to COVID-19.  Click here. 

 
  

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR21-030.aspx
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/health-order.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/HealthOfficerOrder-Isolation.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/HealthOfficerOrder-Quarantine.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/health-order.html


 

 

 
COVID-19 Vaccine Resources  
for Long-Term Care Facilities  

 
UPDATED!  Healthcare workers, others in Phase 1A (all Tiers), and those 65 and older may 

visit County vaccination sites. Doctors, pharmacists, and other healthcare providers may 

administer vaccinations if they have doses available. Visit the County COVID-19 Vaccine 

webpage for appointments here. Please check back regularly if there are no appointments 

available.   

Please be advised that eligible individuals should first contact their doctor or other medical 

provider for a COVID-19 vaccination.  

Also, please take a look at the “others” list in the Phase 1A-Tier 3 Vaccinating NOW list.      

Click here to see the list for “others”.  For example, this includes Adult Day/Health Program 

Staff; Ancillary staff at long-term care facilities, such as transport, consulting specialists, dentists; 

Formal and informal caregivers for elderly and people with disabilities, including private duty 

caregivers and nursing aides caring for the elderly in their homes; and many more.  

 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines/phases.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines/COVID-19-VaxEvents.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/vaccines/Additional%20Phase%201A%20settings%20and%20healthcare%20workers%20determined%20by%20CDPH.pdf
https://pixabay.com/vectors/covid-19-vaccine-syringe-vial-5823211/


 

Click here to see the list for “others”.  
For more information on the COVID-19 Phases, please check the County webpage here. 
  

Things to Know Before You Go… 
1. Expect to remain in your car for the duration of the visit. Please practice safety guidelines 

such as opening windows, hand sanitizing, wearing masks especially if you have more than 

one resident in a vehicle.  

2. For residents of the facility: If your residents are able to be transported in a vehicle, please 

bring documentation of their residence at your facility (proof of residence at a long-term care 

facility). This can include a letter signed by the administrator or on-site lead AND a photo ID. 

You may also print this email and take it with you to validate that long-term care facility 

residents are part of Phase 1A and are able to get vaccinated.    

3. For all staff: At the time of your appointment, you must present an employee ID badge with 

your photo (or other valid documentation) that establishes you are a healthcare worker within 

eligible Phase 1A groups (Tiers 1-3). 

• Other documents accepted for healthcare work identification: Professional license 

AND a photo ID; or, a signed letter from your employer on facility letterhead AND a 

photo ID; or, a payment stub or timesheet from your healthcare employer or in-home 

supportive services AND a photo ID. 

4. You will be required to wear a mask and adhere to social distancing guidelines for the 

duration of the visit. 

5. After your vaccine has been administered, you will be asked to remain at the location for a 

15-minute observation period.  

Stay informed about COVID-19 vaccination information by bookmarking the County COVID-19 

vaccine webpage. Information regarding how the COVID-19 vaccine works, safety, and phases 

of vaccine administration, and more can be found on this webpage.   
 

NEW! CDC Vaccine Considerations: 
Please click here for some CDC vaccine considerations. 

• Both mRNA vaccines require a 2nd dose: Pfizer at 21 days and Moderna at 28 days 

• The second dose should NOT be administered any sooner than 21 days (Pfizer) or 28 

days (Moderna)  

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/vaccines/Additional%20Phase%201A%20settings%20and%20healthcare%20workers%20determined%20by%20CDPH.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines/phases.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html


• The second dose of both mRNA vaccines may administered up to 6 weeks after the first 

dose 

 

Long-Term Care Facility Resources: 
Post Vaccine Considerations for Residents — While this guidance is intended for long-term 

care facilities, it could also be applied to patients in other healthcare settings. Considerations are 

based on the current understanding of signs and symptoms following COVID-19 vaccination, 

including timing and duration, and might change as experience with the vaccine accumulates.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions about COVID-19 Vaccination in Long-Term Care Facilities 
(LTCF) — Making sure LTCF residents can receive COVID-19 vaccination as soon as vaccine is 

available will help save the lives of those who are most at risk of dying from COVID-19. CDC 

updates frequently asked questions for Healthcare Infection Prevention and Control and 

Healthcare Professionals regularly based on feedback from professionals on the ground. 
 

The Vaccination Toolkit for Long-term Care Facilities is available on CDC’s website. For the LTC 

Vaccination Toolkit and all COVID-19 vaccination toolkits visit: COVID-19 Vaccination Toolkits | 

CDC   
 

Importance of COVID-19 Vaccination for Residents of Long-term Care Facilities — 

This guidance has been updated to include long-term care consent information for 

COVID-19 vaccination. To learn more visit, Vaccinating Long-Term Care Facility 

Residents.  
 

CDC Pharmacy Partnership for Long-Term Care Program 
As you know, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Pharmacy Partnership for 

Long-Term Care Program partners with CVS and Walgreens pharmacies to provide on-

site no-cost COVID-19 vaccinations. 

For more information, please see the Pharmacy Partnership for Long-Term Care Program 

for COVID-19 Vaccination FAQs. If a facility would like to email CVS or Walgreens 

directly, please see below:  

• CVS Email: CovidVaccineClinicsLTCF@CVSHealth.com 

• Walgreens Email: immunizeltc@walgreens.com 
 

Other Resources: 
• Information from the CDC about COVID-19 Vaccination Planning, click here. 

• View the CDC PowerPoint “What Clinicians Need to Know About the Pfizer-BioNTech 

COVID-19 Vaccine”, click here. 

https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h3897c6a6%2C12e1356c%2C12e18bce&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_425-DM45420&ACSTrackingLabel=Weekly%20Summary%3A%20COVID-19%20Healthcare%20Quality%20and%20Worker%20Safety%20Information%20%E2%80%93%20December%2028%2C%202020&s=PoErIwwmW3Fc1WYAP-4vxTam3gu_sVeGMcr8YbEJYlo
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h3897c6a6%2C12e1356c%2C12e18bcf&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_425-DM45420&ACSTrackingLabel=Weekly%20Summary%3A%20COVID-19%20Healthcare%20Quality%20and%20Worker%20Safety%20Information%20%E2%80%93%20December%2028%2C%202020&s=oUB6gcBXqq1Vf2TF6MXW_Qd6oh5ZvBPO23oxt539tZo
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h3897c6a6%2C12e1356c%2C12e135c3&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_425-DM45420&ACSTrackingLabel=Weekly%20Summary%3A%20COVID-19%20Healthcare%20Quality%20and%20Worker%20Safety%20Information%20%E2%80%93%20December%2028%2C%202020&s=KcpZ5KdGE2-tOMJuey5wr5eL-9SFtquQgn8oRUQHpgw
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h3897c6a6%2C12e1356c%2C12e18bc8&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_425-DM45420&ACSTrackingLabel=Weekly%20Summary%3A%20COVID-19%20Healthcare%20Quality%20and%20Worker%20Safety%20Information%20%E2%80%93%20December%2028%2C%202020&s=tt_aqiHEK-F3EQD7OrbLFOO3IGZ_v6vayeArMuhRZeQ
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h3897c6a6%2C12e1356c%2C12e18bc8&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_425-DM45420&ACSTrackingLabel=Weekly%20Summary%3A%20COVID-19%20Healthcare%20Quality%20and%20Worker%20Safety%20Information%20%E2%80%93%20December%2028%2C%202020&s=tt_aqiHEK-F3EQD7OrbLFOO3IGZ_v6vayeArMuhRZeQ
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h3897c6a6%2C12e1356c%2C12e18bd2&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_425-DM45420&ACSTrackingLabel=Weekly%20Summary%3A%20COVID-19%20Healthcare%20Quality%20and%20Worker%20Safety%20Information%20%E2%80%93%20December%2028%2C%202020&s=xEcf1IqqdTOXny5ZKjAp0qvejVexVm4l2d-DYWaY9PI
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h3897c6a6%2C12e1356c%2C12e18bd2&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_425-DM45420&ACSTrackingLabel=Weekly%20Summary%3A%20COVID-19%20Healthcare%20Quality%20and%20Worker%20Safety%20Information%20%E2%80%93%20December%2028%2C%202020&s=xEcf1IqqdTOXny5ZKjAp0qvejVexVm4l2d-DYWaY9PI
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/long-term-care/pharmacy-partnerships-faqs.html
mailto:CovidVaccineClinicsLTCF@CVSHealth.com
mailto:immunizeltc@walgreens.com
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

California Department of Public Health  
CDPH publishes news and All Facilities Letters (AFLs) 

regularly. If you would like to receive email notifications of 

AFLs, please submit your request to LNCPolicy@cdph.ca.gov.   

 
NEW!  Letter to Skilled Nursing Facilities, General Acute Care Hospitals, and Acute Psychiatric 

Hospitals: AFL 21-08 – January 29, 2021 

This AFL provides health care facilities with updated guidance on exposure risk 

assessment and the duration of quarantine for COVID-19 exposed HCP working in 

hospitals and Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF) and SNF residents.  
 

NEW!  Letter to Skilled Nursing Facilities and General Acute Care Hospitals: AFL 21-07 – 

January 24, 2021  

            This AFL notifies skilled nursing facilities (SNFs) and general acute care hospitals 

(GACHs) that have a temporary waiver of staffing requirements that they must maintain 

efforts to increase staffing levels and return to the required staffing levels. 
 

NEW!  Letter to Skilled Nursing Facilities and Intermediate Care Facilities: AFL 21-06 – January 

20, 2021  

This AFL requests Skilled Nursing Facilities participate in a survey about Interdisciplinary 

Teams and the need for independent patient representatives.   
 

Click here to see a full list of recent AFLs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

California Department of Social Services  
The Community Care Licensing Division (CCLD) of the California 

Department of Social Services (CDSS) publishes Provider Information 

Notices (PINs) to communicate important license related information to 

CCLD-licensed providers. The local San Diego Adult and Senior Care 

Regional Office can be reached at (619) 767-2300 or 

CCLASCPSanDiegoRO@dss.ca.gov.  
 

NEW!   PIN 21-06-ASC (January 26, 2021) provides updated guidance regarding the 

discontinued use of decontaminated N95 filtering facepiece respirators, including the 

discontinuation of use of the Battelle Critical Care Decontamination System that facilities 

may have previously enrolled in. This PIN supersedes PIN 20-20-ASC in its entirety.     

mailto:LNCPolicy@cdph.ca.gov
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-21-08.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-21-07.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-21-06.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/LNCAFL21.aspx
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/community-care-licensing/policy/provider-information-notices
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/community-care-licensing/policy/provider-information-notices
mailto:CCLASCPSanDiegoRO@dss.ca.gov
https://cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/CCLD/PINs/2021/ASC/PIN-21-06-ASC.pdf
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources


NEW!   PIN 21-01-CCRC (January 25, 2021) provides guidance to Continuing Care Retirement 

Community Providers (as defined in Health and Safety Code section 1771(p)(10)) on the 

requirement to inform residents of the extraordinary COVID-19 costs, thus ensuring 

transparency to residents in accordance with statutory disclosure requirements. 

PIN 20-29-CCLD announces a Helpline resource for providers to obtain information on 

infection prevention and control best practices. A CCLD clinician will be available M-F 

(excluding holidays) from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm to answer questions related to infection 

prevention and control. During business hours:1-844-538-8766 (Press #7 when 

prompted); After business hours, on weekends, and on holidays: 1-833-498-2027  

Click here to browse the full list of recent PINs 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Flu Vaccine Information 
 

Protect Yourself! Your Loved Ones! Your Community! It’s not too late to get a flu vaccine. Flu 

season is October – May. 

• Flu vaccines available at County of San Diego Public Health Centers   

• Champions for Health offers free flu vaccines throughout the County   

 

Free On-Site  
Flu Vaccine Clinics  

Champions for Health  
Champions for Health, a County of San Diego mass vaccination flu provider, is looking for senior 

nursing facilities, adult residential facilities, single living occupancies, and more to provide free 
flu shots on site. They bring all the materials, vaccine, and San Diego Immunization Registry 

staff to enter vaccination data in real time. They can provide needed medical volunteers if your 

medical staff can't help with vaccinations. Preference will be given to locations in COVID-19 hot 

spots and facilities serving a population that is high-risk for COVID-19.  Contact 

Andrew.Gonzalez@ChampionsFH.org or text 213-550-9429. Complete an interest form here.  
 

https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/CCLD/PINs/2021/CCRC/PIN%2021-01-CCRC.pdf
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/CCLD/PINs/2020/CCLD/PIN-20-29-CCLD.pdf
https://cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/community-care-licensing/policy/provider-information-notices/adult-senior-care
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/immunization_branch/Vaccine_Preventable_Diseases/Seasonal_Influenza/Flu_Vaccine_Locations.html
https://championsforhealth.org/events/free-flu-shots/
mailto:Andrew.Gonzalez@ChampionsFH.org
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/060ba20df77a46afaaa38509f54d7179


 
 
 

 

County of San Diego 
COVID-19 Diagnostic Antigen Test 

BinaxNOW 
Distribution Program 

UPDATED!  Access to the Abbott BinaxNOW POC antigen tests is being coordinated by the 

federal government and State through our local Medical Health Operational Area Coordinator 

local program within the County. Kits are now available in San Diego County for approved health 

care partners. These point-of-care (POC) antigen diagnostic tests detect the presence of the 

SARS-CoV-2 virus and can provide results in less than 20 minutes. Antigen tests have been 

added to the COVID-19 testing arena to meet the growing demand. 

If you are interested in receiving these test kits, note a few of the following requirements which 

are listed in the attachment in further detail: 

• Obtain (and attach) a Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) waiver  

• Read and acknowledge responsibilities in the attached BinaxNOW Distribution Program  

• NEW! Complete and sign the Appendix A with Training Table 1.27.21 (see PDF 
attachment) 

• Allow for a minimum of 48 hours for process and 2-3 days for delivery 

Please direct program questions to the relevant point of contact below:  
Quick Reference Resources: 

Topic  Name 
Contact Information 

Application, Test Allotment 
and Shipments 

CoSD MOC LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Electronic Reporting of Test 
Results 

CoSD PUBLIC HEALTH 
Electronic Reporting On-
boarding Team 

Epi-CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov 

CLIA related questions CDPH Laboratory Field 
Services 

Call 510-620-3800 or 
LFSCC@cdph.ca.gov 

Infectious Waste Disposal Department of 
Environmental Health 

Hazardous Materials Duty Desk at (858) 
505-6880 Monday through Friday, from 8 
am to 5 pm. 

Training Abbott (Manufacturer) ts.scr@abbott.com or call 1-800-257-9525. 
Training videos can be found here. 

 

Helpful Documents for the BinaxNOW COVID-19 Test Kit including    

mailto:LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:Epi-CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:LFSCC@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:hmdutyeh@sdcounty.ca.gov?subject=Medical%20Waste%20Question
mailto:ts.scr@abbott.com
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/support/product-installation-training/navica-brand/navica-binaxnow-ag-training.html


BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Healthcare Provider Fact Sheet, BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Patient 
Fact Sheet, Procedure Card and Package Insert Click here.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, 
February 11 

at 2:00 PM  

Telebriefing for the Long-Term Care and Residential Care 
Facilities Sector 
 

WHEN: Telebriefings will be held the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month 

from 2:00 – 3:00 PM.   

 

 

 

Visit the Long-Term Care and Residential Care Facilities sector 

webpage  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, 
February 19 
at 3:00 PM  

Telebriefing for the Older Adult and Disability Sector  

 

WHEN: Telebriefings will be held on the 3rd Friday of the month from 

3:00 – 4:00 PM.  
 

 

 

Visit the Older Adult and Disability Sector support webpage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

County of San Diego 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 
For up-to-date local information 
on COVID-19 within the County 

of San Diego, visit 
www.coronavirus-sd.com 

COVID-19 Testing 
Information & Resources  

For testing locations or to 
make an appointment at a 
drive-up location, visit the  

CDC Infection Control 
Resources 

CDC Guidance and 
Resources for Infection 

Control in Facilities 
CLICK HERE 

 

 

Zoom Meeting Link Submit Telebriefing 
Questions  

Zoom Meeting Link Submit Telebriefing 
Questions  

https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/CommunitySectors/Residential_Facilities.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/CommunitySectors/Older_Adults_and_Disability_Service_Providers.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/coronavirus.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/memory-care.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/testing.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82620098291?pwd=WHh2ZGVzc3FhSWVFMllFeGpjVlg5Zz09%20ttps://zoom.us/j/218631109
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/3828843a572546ac83d3250b1c579abe
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82620098291?pwd=WHh2ZGVzc3FhSWVFMllFeGpjVlg5Zz09l
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0a4bdb7894294d28a93487aeec528670
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82620098291?pwd=WHh2ZGVzc3FhSWVFMllFeGpjVlg5Zz09%20ttps://zoom.us/j/218631109
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/3828843a572546ac83d3250b1c579abe
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82620098291?pwd=WHh2ZGVzc3FhSWVFMllFeGpjVlg5Zz09l
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0a4bdb7894294d28a93487aeec528670
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82620098291?pwd=WHh2ZGVzc3FhSWVFMllFeGpjVlg5Zz09%20ttps://zoom.us/j/218631109
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/3828843a572546ac83d3250b1c579abe
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82620098291?pwd=WHh2ZGVzc3FhSWVFMllFeGpjVlg5Zz09l
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0a4bdb7894294d28a93487aeec528670
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82620098291?pwd=WHh2ZGVzc3FhSWVFMllFeGpjVlg5Zz09%20ttps://zoom.us/j/218631109
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Case Rates  
by Zip Code 

To view an interactive COVID-19 
case rates by ZIP code map,  

CLICK HERE 

COVID-19 Watch 
Surveillance Report 

 
County of San Diego COVID-19 
Dashboard and Weekly Report  

CLICK HERE 
  

Triggers Dashboard:  
Testing Positivity Rate 
The frequency of routine 
testing of skilled nursing 

facility staff depends on the 
San Diego County 

Positivity Rate.  
View the current 

Positivity Rate here (Item 
#10: Testing Positivity) 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

2-1-1 San Diego 
 

For general health questions 
about COVID-19, community 

resources, or if you are 
uninsured, dial 2-1-1    

2-1-1 San Diego 

Live Well @ Home 
 

Interested in free resources, 
tips, and strategies to stay 

healthy in both mind and body 
while staying at home? 

CLICK HERE 

 

Questions? 

For questions related to long-
term care and residential care 

facilities, please email: 

COVID-
LTC@sdcounty.ca.gov 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

For questions related to long-term care and residential care 

facilities, please email: COVID-LTC@sdcounty.ca.gov. 

Visit the Long-Term Care and Residential Care Facilities 

sector support webpage 

 

 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/testing.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/testing.html
https://sdcounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/e09887e8e65d4fda847aa04c480dc73f
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/ais.html
https://sdcounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/30b5e0fa2a5f4404b1219d8cd16b2583
https://sdcounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/30b5e0fa2a5f4404b1219d8cd16b2583
https://211sandiego.org/
https://www.livewellsd.org/content/livewell/home/live-well-every-day/LiveWellatHome.html
mailto:COVID-LTC@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:COVID-LTC@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:COVID-LTC@sdcounty.ca.gov
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/CommunitySectors/Residential_Facilities.html
mailto:COVID-LTC@sdcounty.ca.gov


 
 
 
 

Text COSD COVID-19 to 468-311 to get text alert updates 

from the County of San Diego. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.countynewscenter.com/county-launches-covid-19-text-message-alert-system/
http://www.twitter.com/SDCountyHHSA
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COVID-19 UPDATES  
January 28, 2021
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PH UPDATES
 231,481 lab-confirmed PCR cases and 2,465 deaths 
 Reduction in daily reported cases
 Weekly case rate 67.7 (Adj 49.6), 12.6 Test+ rate (16.7% in health equity areas)
 5% ↓ in COVID‐19 confirmed ICU patients over 14 days
 18% ↓ in COVID‐19 confirmed hospitalized patients over 14 days

 ICU capacity 2/21 projection for SoCal = 33.3%
Regional SAH lifted  Updated PH Order

 Health Alert on Updated Quarantine Order

 640 flu cases – not too late to vaccinate
 Cases of co-infection

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/HealthOfficerOrderCOVID19.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/cahan/communications_documents/01-27-2021.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/health-order.html#AdditionalHealthOrders
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• Regional Stay at Home Order lifted as the 4-week 

projected ICU capacity is ≥15%. 

• We are back in the Purple Tier

• Outdoor gatherings of up to 3 households allowed

• Many outdoor operations allowed to resume

• Hair and/or nail salons, barbershops, tattoo parlors open 

indoors
3

REGIONAL SAH ORDER LIFTED

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Regional-Stay-at-Home-Order-.aspx


STATE MONITORING METRICS
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PLOT TWIST? VARIANT STRAIN

Source: Emergence of SARS-CoV-2 B.1.1.7 Lineage — United States, December 29, 2020–January 12, 20215

CDC page 
on variants: 
https://www.
cdc.gov/coro
navirus/2019
-
ncov/transmi
ssion/variant
.html

https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h3a176f87%2C1304a1de%2C13050640&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM46546&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-%20Vol.%2070%2C%20January%2015%2C%202021&s=rXtyBMGcFYdhQ0DLmCs4JaiJTGz4bLgMHWvcn5DdOEs
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant.html


UK VARIANT STRAIN
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UK VARIANT STRAIN
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UK VARIANT STRAIN
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WE KNOW WHAT WORKS

Implementation and Evolution of Mitigation Measures, Testing, and Contact Tracing in the National Football League, August 9–November 21, 2020

https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h3af5c215%2C131769a7%2C1317f56e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM47284&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-%20Vol.%2070%2C%20January%2025%2C%202021&s=RCPTGVcvqjis7vlE5wrdIK2ZKYL56X8TZ_8YJYGDVEY


BINAXNOW DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM

 Still available
 Successful school pilot with state
 CDPH IS NOW ALLOWING ORGS TO RECEIVE AND USE BINAXNOW KITS AFTER THE APPLICATION IS 

SUBMITTED (VS. AFTER ITS APPROVED) UNDER AN EMERGENCY TEMPORARY ALLOWANCE DETAILED HERE

 Apply for a Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) waiver through CDPH Laboratory Field 
Services: New Online Application

 Read and acknowledge role and responsibilities in the attached BinaxNOW Antigen Test Kit Distribution 
Program

 Complete and sign the Attestation and Trained Staff Table – Organizational Checklist and Staffing List for the 
BinaxNOW Antigen Test Kits. 

 Establish reporting process.

 Email and attach Proof of Clinical Laboratory Improvements (CLIA) waiver, or a copy of the application 
submission (with application number) along with the completed and signed PDF Checklist/Attestation, and 
the Trained Individual List to: LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
 IF the Application is submitted, please follow up by sending the CLIA waiver when you receive it. 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/Emergency_Temporary_Allowance_Waived_SARS-CoV-2_Antigen_Testing.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/OnlineNewApplication.aspx
mailto:LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov


LOCAL VACCINE UPDATES
 1/20 - After investigation into cluster of apparent reactions, CDPH 

permitted Moderna lot paused in CA to resume. See Western 
States Scientific Safety Review summary here. 
 1/21 – 211 option for those 75+
 South Bay Super Station opened and is operated by Sharp
 Additional County site in National City opened

 1/24 – County & partner locations opened down to 65+  
 Two new sites being added this week

11

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Western%20States%20Scientfic%20Review%20Workgroup%20Statement%20on%20Moderna%20Adverse%20Events.pdf
https://arcg.is/4m0yK


CDC AND STATE VACCINE UPDATES
 1/21 – CDC updated: 
 Get 2nd dose within 3/4 weeks (ideal) to 6 weeks, if >6 wks no need to restart
 Make every effort to provide same product for both doses. If different products inadvertently, no 3rd dose needed 
 “While there is no recommended minimum interval between infection and vaccination, current evidence suggests 

that the risk of SARS-CoV-2 reinfection is low in the months after initial infection but may increase with time due to 
waning immunity. Thus, while vaccine supply remains limited, persons with recent documented acute SARS-CoV-
2 infection may choose to temporarily delay vaccination, if desired, recognizing that the risk of reinfection, and 
therefore the need for vaccination, may increase with time following initial infection.”

 People who have received dermal fillers can still get the vaccine if no contraindications but should be aware that 
infrequently they may develop swelling near the site of filler injection. This is usually temporary and can resolve 
with treatment. 

 1/22 CDPH announced that they and local PH Officers can redirect unused vaccine

 1/26 CA press release
 Launched MyTurn statewide in Eng and Span https://myturn.ca.gov/
 Blue Shield to help streamline, improve, and expedite administration 
 After Phase 1B Tier 1, depending on vaccine eligibility the state may recommend that future groups become 

eligible on age-based criteria -- stay tuned!

 CDPH FAQ on Pregnancy here
12

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation.html
https://www.chhs.ca.gov/blog/2021/01/26/newsom-administration-supplements-vaccine-delivery-system-announces-creation-of-statewide-vaccine-delivery-network-to-simplify-and-standardize-vaccination-process-with-equity-as-a-core-focus/
https://myturn.ca.gov/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-01-27/california-blue-shield-to-oversee-covid-19-vaccination-effort
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Pregnancy_FAQs.pdf


VACCINE-RELATED DATA
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Additional settings and 
HCWs: 
https://www.sandiegocounty
.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/
programs/phs/Epidemiology
/covid19/vaccines/Additional
%20Phase%201A%20settin
gs%20and%20healthcare%
20workers%20determined%
20by%20CDPH.pdf

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/vaccines/Additional%20Phase%201A%20settings%20and%20healthcare%20workers%20determined%20by%20CDPH.pdf


VACCINE-RELATED DATA
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Additional settings and HCWs: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/d
am/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/
covid19/vaccines/Additional%20Phase%20
1A%20settings%20and%20healthcare%20
workers%20determined%20by%20CDPH.
pdf

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/vaccines/Additional%20Phase%201A%20settings%20and%20healthcare%20workers%20determined%20by%20CDPH.pdf


VACCINE-RELATED DATA
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HOW TO GET VACCINATED

THERE WILL SEVERAL WAYS

 Hospital Systems
 County Regional Vaccination PODs 
 Pharmacies 
 Doctor’s offices
 In some instances vaccines are going to 

the setting directly (i.e., nursing homes)

 Monitor our vaccine page, these Sector meetings, press 
conferences, county news stories, and sign up for text alerts as 
there will be communication as we progress to broader groups. 

16

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines.html
https://www.countynewscenter.com/county-surpasses-2000-covid-19-deaths-reports-youngest-victim/


HOW TO GET VACCINATED

THERE WILL SEVERAL WAYS

 Hospital Systems
 County Regional Vaccination PODs 
 Pharmacies 
 Doctor’s offices
 In some instances vaccines are going to 

the setting directly (i.e., nursing homes)

 Monitor our vaccine page, these Sector meetings, press 
conferences, county news stories, and sign up for text alerts as 
there will be communication as we progress to broader groups. 
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https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines.html
https://www.countynewscenter.com/county-surpasses-2000-covid-19-deaths-reports-youngest-victim/


SCHEDULING 2ND VACCINE APPOINTMENTS

PROCESS DIFFERS DEPENDING ON VACCINATION SITE

 If scheduling at a County Vaccination POD these sites use 
MyTurn.  A 2nd  vaccine appointment can be scheduled when 
making the 1st appointment.   
 Superstations are using PrepMod.  An email with a link will be 

sent for 2nd dose scheduling within 7 days from 2nd dose due 
date. An email confirmation of the 2nd vaccine appointment is 
sent 1 day prior. 
 Radys,UCSD, and other healthcare systems where someone 

receives their care will schedule 2nd vaccine appointments 
using their own systems such as MyChart. 
 The County cannot cancel vaccine appointments.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-ND

https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/how-can-we-make-sure-people-trust-a-covid-19-vaccine-once-we-get-one
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


SEVERE ADVERSE EVENTS

 Very rare, all patients recovered, majority occurred within 30 mins
 Sites are prepared and those with risk factors are observed for 30 mins

 CDC MMWR: Allergic Reactions Including Anaphylaxis After Receipt of the First Dose of 
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine — United States, December 21, 2020–January 10, 2021
 10 cases of anaphylaxis after administration of a reported 4,041,396 first doses of Moderna COVID-19 

vaccine (2.5 cases per million doses administered). 
 In nine cases, onset occurred within 15 minutes of vaccination. 

 CDC MMWR: Allergic Reactions Including Anaphylaxis After Receipt of the First Dose of 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine — United States, December 14–23, 2020
 21 cases of anaphylaxis after administration of a reported 1,893,360 first doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech

COVID-19 vaccine (11.1 cases per million doses); 
 71% of these occurred within 15 minutes of vaccination. (86% within 30 mins)
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JGklsM66oIMs9wOwhp92HeibfFcfTXi0V4J4gl5qra_ZJl3sSbAkbpve0SynJbNXI7xo4_SdEAArlR5RHtDg2Lb9is6sWtRd2I0z8TxqbC9DDqlAzeNTDdN4q7068Rp97McwSpuIN7lu5hq-bsK_L3Sn42EOKZMjHgIJsh25RiYNJQY5Yku5PK3ZYZtZCpwmCfK9jAibXlShAIqbMolVKppe76J15jNx&c=cWEOgtsxE8mgQgkkQqJIv4mDG7mS_1XKXbvGAP9XymXyc7yJ11QarQ==&ch=e3iT-JVMApVRsW68kym7kjAVvGqkQCNODIhRcqIKcKFGUSfH0JJbAA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001V7rJpE1Q_fwb8AA0GcH9vv_l-rViuOvJFy49YF0zu_deuONxe6oh2Fyt1J0k-h6jCtbQFF6BFltL7vF9Z_Nx-YnnOXYJ9UmrpQ2x19owgPcPqWMkzmPrwhZ2wjbr8vm69sAobEgmhrx-HxWcj_DmBNMo9fUq9UwXABd_D50Uzsmi1YzyuF78raKcx0Uzzll-RY78SlHOvWW-DJr6Wco-dcEkHqeK6YFJ&c=SX278LTVbvlJr4Ie7DebwM2lImVfW6Bjjg4BcDZj-EKlii-QJISgUg==&ch=vpK9iBoI0n_uf_8z2LC805WSbx35n7JNsJt8b38orfm90er9Z-rg8g==


WHY SHOULD YOUNGER ADULTS GET VACCINATED

 Safest way to acquire immunity
 Still suffering for some, even if less likely
 Younger adult age groups get infected first and spread the 

infection to more vulnerable settings and populations

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content
/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiol
ogy/COVID-19%20Watch.pdf

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/COVID-19%20Watch.pdf


CDC MMWR: RATES OF COVID-19 AMONG RESIDENTS
AND STAFF MEMBERS IN NURSING HOMES — UNITED
STATES, MAY 25–NOVEMBER 22, 2020

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7002e2.htm?s_cid=mm7002e2_w

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7002e2.htm?s_cid=mm7002e2_w
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NO SINGLE PREVENTION STRATEGY IS ENOUGH



QUESTIONS?

23



CAHAN San Diego Alerts are intended for the use of public health, medical and laboratory professionals in San Diego County. This alert has been approved for reproduction                            
and distribution to interested professionals. An online CAHAN San Diego application is available at http://www.cahansandiego.com for appropriate and interested individuals. 

Page 1 of 3 
  

 

To: CAHAN San Diego Participants 
Date:  January 27, 2021 
From:  Public Health Services 
 
Health Advisory Update #24: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Quarantine Update 
 
 

Key Messages 
• While the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is still recommending a 14-day quarantine 

period, they recently released a scientific brief and are allowing local jurisdictions to choose to shorten 
quarantine periods.  

• The quarantine period for close contacts to COVID-19 has been revised locally to align with California 
Department of Public Health (CDPH) quarantine guidelines.  

• Asymptomatic close contacts may discontinue quarantine after Day 10 from the date of last exposure 
only IF they are can monitor daily for symptoms of COVID-19 and strictly adhere to routine COVID-19 
prevention interventions, especially use of face coverings and social distancing from Day 11 through 
Day 14. 

• For facilities experiencing staffing shortage, shorter 7-day quarantine with a required a negative 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test on or after Day 5 is permitted for asymptomatic healthcare 
workers, emergency response workers, and certain social service workers.  

• Healthcare employers with critical staffing shortages may use the updated COVID-19 Quarantine 
Guidance released by CDPH where asymptomatic healthcare personnel are allowed to work after the 
7-day quarantine and negative PCR test with a surgical mask or respirator, but still report temperature 
and absence of symptoms each day until 14 days after exposure. 

Situation 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) generally recommends a 14-day quarantine period. 
However, they released a scientific brief with alternate options for shortening quarantine for local public 
health departments to consider, based on local circumstances and resources, because 14-day quarantine 
can impose burdens that affect physical and mental health, as well as cause economic hardship that may 
reduce compliance. In addition, the prospect of quarantine may also dissuade recently diagnosed persons 
from naming contacts and may dissuade contacts from responding to contact tracer outreach, if they 
perceive quarantine as onerous. 

CDC reviewed modeling data to determine the residual post-quarantine transmission risk if quarantine 
was discontinued early and recommended two shorter alternate quarantine options. These options were 
presented with the recognition that any quarantine shorter than 14 days balances a reduced burden of 
quarantine and the potential for increased compliance against a small possibility of increasing the spread 
of the virus. In both options, additional criteria must be met (e.g., continued symptom monitoring, use of 
face coverings through Day 14).  

http://www.cahansandiego.com/
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/HealthOfficerOrder-Quarantine.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Quarantine.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Quarantine.aspx
https://t.e2ma.net/click/79mypr/3y3wp4/fg5az4e
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CDC Modeling Estimates  

Last day of quarantine and the estimated residual post quarantine transmission risk with and without negative 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) collected within 48 hours prior to release are presented in the table below: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

CDPH guidance released on December 14 supports the discontinuation of quarantine for all asymptomatic 
close contacts after Day 10 with or without testing. This updated guidance is adapted locally, as well.  
 
In California and San Diego County, the shorter Day 7 quarantine plus a negative PCR test (when collected on 
or after Day 5) is to only be used for asymptomatic healthcare workers, emergency response workers, and 
social service workers (who work face-to-face with clients in the child welfare system or in assisted living 
facilities) during critical staffing shortages. Health care employers facing staffing shortages that could impact 
safe patient care may also use CDC Contingency Capacity Strategies.  
 
Actions Requested 

• Close contacts of confirmed COVID-19 cases are required to self-quarantine for 10 days after their last 
contact with the infectious person. If they remain asymptomatic, after Day 10 they can discontinue 
quarantine on the condition that they follow these additional precautions: 

 
From Day 11 through Day 14 they must BOTH 

o Strictly adhere to all routine COVID-19 prevention interventions including, wearing a face 
covering whenever around other people (or Personal Protective Equipment, as required), 
keeping a distance of at least 6 feet from others, and washing hands often, AND 

o Continue to monitor daily for COVID-19 symptoms. If symptoms develop, they must isolate 
immediately and contact their healthcare provider, clinician advice line, or telemedicine 
provider for a medical assessment and arrange a test for COVID-19. 

 
• Those living or working in high-risk congregate settings (e.g., skilled nursing facilities, prisons, jails, 

shelters) or residing or working with immunosuppressed persons (e.g., bone marrow or solid organ 
transplants, chemotherapy) should still quarantine for 14 days in the absence of staffing shortages. 

 
• If quarantined in a congregate setting, hotel or multi-unit setting, the person may not enter other units 

within that setting. Persons may leave their place of quarantine to receive necessary medical care. 
 

• Asymptomatic healthcare workers, first responders, and social workers (who work face-to-face with 
clients in the child welfare system or in assisted living facilities) are allowed to return to work after Day 
7 from last exposure if they have a negative PCR test result from a specimen collected on or after Day 5 
and continue to remain asymptomatic if their employer is experiencing critical staffing shortages and 
notifies employees of this change. Respective individuals after Day 7 must wear surgical face masks 
through Day 14 when leaving the home.  

 

http://www.cahansandiego.com/
https://t.e2ma.net/click/79mypr/3y3wp4/v85az4e
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Quarantine.aspx
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/HealthOfficerOrder-Quarantine.pdf
https://t.e2ma.net/click/79mypr/3y3wp4/rt7az4e
https://t.e2ma.net/click/79mypr/3y3wp4/b16az4e
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• Healthcare employers with critical staffing shortages may use Crisis Care Strategies, as described by 

CDPH, where asymptomatic healthcare personnel (including skilled nursing facilities during an 
outbreak when all staff are potentially exposed) are allowed to work with a surgical mask or respirator, 
but still report temperature and absence of symptoms each day until 14 days after exposure. 

 
• Carefully review and closely follow all other requirements of the Health Officer Order and medical 

provider. Home Quarantine Guidance for COVID-19 Close Contacts should be followed by those on 
home quarantine, because of exposure to a COVID-19 patient. 

 
• If a person in quarantine develops symptoms, they should contact their medical provider. Signs and 

symptoms that are consistent with COVID-19 include cough, shortness of breath or trouble breathing, 
fatigue, fever or chills, muscle or body aches, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell, 
congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea. The medical provider should then provide 
instructions on the need to isolate and test for COVID-19. 

o The Public Health Officer’s Isolation Order is found here 
o Isolation instructions for patients are found here  

 
Thank you for your continued participation.   
 
CAHAN San Diego 
County of San Diego Health & Human Services Agency       
Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch      
Phone: (619) 692-8499; Fax: (858) 715-6458          
Urgent Phone for pm/weekends/holidays: (858) 565-5255 
E-mail: cahan@sdcounty.ca.gov    
Secure Website: https://member.everbridge.net/892807736722952/login     
Public Website: http://www.cahansandiego.com  

http://www.cahansandiego.com/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/California%20SARS-CoV-2%20Crisis%20Care%20Guidelines%20-June%208%202020.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/COVID-19%20Home%20Quarantine%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/HealthOfficerOrder-Isolation.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/COVID%20Home%20Isolation%20Instructions%20for%20COVID-19.pdf
mailto:cahan@sdcounty.ca.gov
https://member.everbridge.net/892807736722952/login
http://www.cahansandiego.com/
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Appendix A – Organization Checklist and Attestation for BinaxNOWTM Antigen Test Kits 

 Date:

 Organization name:

 Primary point of contact - name:
phone number: 
email:

 Secondary point of contact - name:
phone number: 
email:

 Number of tests desired in multiples of 40 (40 tests per box):

 Testing address(s), including clinic and building name(s):
Clinic/building name: 
Address:
City: , CA   Zip code:

 Shipping address for receiving the test kits:
Organization: 
Address: 
City:   , CA Zip code: 

 Intended audience and estimate re: numbers of intended audience:
Number of staff members (if an intended audience):  
Number of patients/guests/residents per week (if an intended audience): 

 Attached copy of current Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA)
Certificate of Waiver, Certificate of Compliance or Certificate of Accreditation (Note that
the facility can also work with a laboratory that has an existing CLIA certificate) OR copy
of application submission.

 First and last names of all trained individuals who will be administering the tests and
their titles/roles (prior to receiving kits, training includes watching the training videos
and understanding facility policy and procedures/protocol).

 Established reporting process with Epidemiology Data Reporting Unit.

 Policy and Procedures or protocols in place that details antigen testing protocols (can be
a separate procedure or incorporated into existing testing procedures). Details should at
the least cover storage, training, organizational points of contact, confirmatory PCR/
NAAT testing plan/process for those symptomatic who test negative, process for
reporting all results to Public Health Services in a timely manner, and next steps for
individuals who test positive (i.e., isolation).

I certify, on behalf of my organization, that my organization has met the above criteria and 
will report all positive and non-positive results to Public Health Services.  
Print Name:   
Title:   
Signature and Date:   

Continue to page 2 - Complete table and click 'SUBMIT' to email form

/week

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Updated 01/25/2021 

mailto:Epi-CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/CLIA/index?redirect=/clia
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/Reporting.html


Appendix A – Organization Checklist and Attestation for BinaxNOWTM Antigen 
Test Kits 

List of Trained Individuals 

First Name Last Name Title Role 

If 'SUBMIT' button does not work, please return completed forms to: 
LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov  

mailto:LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
COVID-19 Antigen Tests 
 
COVID-19 antigen tests are point-of-care diagnostic tests that detect the presence of certain proteins 
on the surface of SARS-CoV-2 virus and can provide results within 15 minutes. Antigen tests have 
recently been added to the COVID-19 testing arena to meet the growing demand to quickly identify 
and isolate COVID-19 positive individuals and quarantine close contacts. 
 
Although antigen tests tend to have lower sensitivity than current polymerase chain reaction (PCR) 
testing, when antigen tests are performed on symptomatic individuals within the FDA-authorized 
period for a given test, a positive antigen test closely correlates with a positive PCR test and likely 
represents evidence of COVID-19 disease. Data are emerging to show they can be effectively used for 
screening as well, particularly when used on a frequent basis.  
 
These tests have been approved as Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) waived, 
point-of-care (POC) tests. Currently there are fewer than ten of these tests on the market with 
approval to use under Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) while others are working their way through 
the EUA process. Please see here for additional information and guidance on antigen testing for SARS-
CoV-2 from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
 
Distributions of the Abbott BinaxNOWTM Antigen Test Kits  

Access to the Abbott BinaxNOWTM antigen tests is currently being coordinated by the federal 
government. On September 28, 2020, the federal government announced the upcoming distribution of 
rapid BinaxNOWTM POC tests to states to expand testing capacity through the end of December 2020. 
The federal government has started distributing rapid BinaxNOWTM POC tests directly to facilities that 
manage high-risk populations such as Skilled Nursing facilities.   

In order to ensure equitable distribution and testing access for all Californians, the initial allocation of 
the BinaxNOWTM POC tests from the federal government will be dispersed through the California 
Department of Public Health (CDPH) to counties throughout the state. Distribution to San Diego County 
will be via request to the County’s Medical and Health Operational Area Coordinator (MHOAC) using 
the established Multi-Agency Coordination (MAC) process.    
 

COVID-19 Diagnostic Antigen Test Distribution 

Program 

BinaxNOW: Point-of-Care Test Kits 
Executive Summary 

December 17, 2020 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/oes/emergency_management/plans/op-area-plan/2018/2018-Annex-E-Public-Health-Operations.pdf
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The County of San Diego (CoSD) has developed a distribution plan with input from internal and 
external partners, including the Laboratory Testing Task Force Antigen Testing Workgroup 
(Workgroup), and incorporates current California Testing Task Force guidance for distribution of these 
testing kits. The following packet includes instructions, checklists, and materials that will need to be 
completed to receive kits allotted to our County. 
 

II. BINAXNOWTM POINT-OF-CARE TESTING PROGRAM: REQUIREMENTS AND ATTESTATION 
 

Implementation for any eligible facility includes consideration of the following topics:  

• Indications for use,  

• Test site obligations,  

• Testing requirements,  

• Clinical laboratory improvement amendment (CLIA) certificate of waiver or other CLIA 
certification, (proof of online application for CLIA is sufficient as per CDPH to receive test kits as 
per the Temporary Allowance for Waived SARS-CoV-2 Antigen Testing) 

• Test inventory and personal protective equipment (PPE), 

• Training requirements,  

• Use of BinaxNowTM tests and consent,  

• Evaluating the results of testing and possible confirmatory testing; disposal of testing materials, and 

•  Documentation and reporting of test results.  
 

III. SETTINGS RECOMMENDED FOR BINAXNOW ANTIGEN TESTING 
 

CDPH and the California Laboratory Testing Task Force initially recommended use of these test kits in 
symptomatic individuals in the following settings, including: 

• Hospital emergency departments, prioritizing public safety net hospitals that provide 
healthcare to individuals regardless of insurance or ability to pay such as county hospitals which 
predominantly care for those disproportionately impacted by COVID-19 and/or have limited 
access due geographic or socioeconomic barriers. 

• Urgent care clinics associated with federally qualified health centers (FQHCs), Community 
Health Centers, Tribal Clinics, Migrant Health Centers, Health Care for the Homeless, Health 
Centers for Residents of Public Housing, and Rural Health Clinics. 

• Locations associated with COVID-19 outbreaks. 

• Congregate settings (e.g., correctional facilities, homeless shelters, SNFs/ALFs).  

• Facilities with frontline healthcare workers and first responders with inadequate time (<48 
hours) between weekly shifts to await PCR test results.  
 

As per the California Laboratory Testing Task Force, above uses for antigen testing may be liberalized 
when PCR testing is limited. Please note that since the initial recommendation, updated CDC guidelines 
also discuss the use of antigen tests for screening in high-risk congregate as well as high, moderate, 
and low pretest probability settings. Additionally, CDPH will reassess and update the recommended 
uses as more data becomes available in the future.  
 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/OnlineNewApplication.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/Emergency_Temporary_Allowance_Waived_SARS-CoV-2_Antigen_Testing.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
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The San Diego County Laboratory Testing Task Force Antigen Testing Workgroup assessed the local 
utility of the BinaxNOWTM test kit. In addition to the settings recommended by CDPH above, it 
determined that using these kits for testing asymptomatic individuals in the above settings, as well as 
for asymptomatic individuals in school settings, were appropriate uses of these tests.1 
 
Locally, the County has engaged many of the entities recommended by the State to utilize the 
BinaxNOWTM  testing kit. Such entities include federally qualified health centers, hospital healthcare 
systems, school, and Substance Use Disorder Treatment facilities. This BinaxNOW TM point-of-care 
testing program requirements and attestation document will be pushed out to all sectors currently 
engaged with COVID-19 pandemic response. Testing kits will be available from the CDPH at least spring 
2021.                                                   
 

IV. SUMMARY 
 

Antigen testing is another tool to use as part of a comprehensive approach to prevent, identify, and 
mitigate the impact of COVID-19. Organizations that can meet the standards set by CDPH and the CA 
state testing taskforce, including reporting positive and non-positive results, may request BinaxNOWTM 
testing kits.  
 

  

 
1 COVID-19 Antigen Testing Workgroup White Paper: Antigen Testing in Schools 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/SchoolsGuidance.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/SchoolsGuidance.aspx
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San Diego County 
COVID-19 Diagnostic Antigen Test Distribution Program 

BinaxNOWTM: Point-of-Care Test Kits 
Updated December 17, 2020 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Testing for Coronavirus  
 

Testing for SARS-CoV-2 is one component of a comprehensive COVID-19 response strategy. It also 
includes promoting personal behaviors that reduce spread, such as social distancing, hand hygiene, 
and use of facial coverings; conducting symptom screening and exposure checks; performing case 
investigations and contact tracing; adhering to  isolation and quarantine guidelines; utilizing current 
treatment modalities; and, when available, obtaining COVID-19 vaccination.  
 
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, diagnosis has used the molecular, real time reverse 
transcription–polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests that detect the virus’s genetic material. More 
recently, another diagnostic test has become available – antigen tests that detect specific proteins 
from the virus. 
 
B. COVID-19 Antigen Tests 
 
COVID-19 antigen tests are point-of-care diagnostic tests that detect the presence of certain proteins on the 

surface of SARS-CoV-2 virus and can provide results in less than 20 minutes. Antigen tests have recently 
been added to the COVID-19 testing arena to meet the growing demand to quickly identify and isolate 
COVID-19 positive individuals and quarantine close contacts. 
 
Although antigen tests tend to have lower sensitivity than current RT-PCR testing, when antigen tests are 
performed on symptomatic individuals within the FDA-authorized period for a given test, a positive antigen 
test closely correlates with a positive PCR test and likely represents evidence of COVID-19 disease. Data are 
emerging to show that the antigen test can be effectively used for screening, as well, particularly when 
used on a frequent basis.  
 
These tests have been classified as Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) waived, point-of-
care tests. Currently fewer than ten of these tests on the market have received Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) Emergency Use Authorization (EUA), while others are working their way through the 
EUA process.  

 
The federal government has distributed Abbott BinaxNOW SARS-CoV-2 antigen test kits to states. 
These kits can be requested from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) by healthcare and 
other organizations via their local County Medical Health Operational Area Commander (MHOAC) 
process.  
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/index.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/oes/emergency_management/plans/op-area-plan/2018/2018-Annex-E-Public-Health-Operations.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/oes/emergency_management/plans/op-area-plan/2018/2018-Annex-E-Public-Health-Operations.pdf
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C. Distribution of the Abbott BinaxNOWTM Antigen Test Kits  
 
Access to the Abbott BinaxNOWTM antigen tests is currently being coordinated by the federal 
government. On September 28, 2020, the federal government announced the upcoming distribution of 
rapid BinaxNOWTM POC tests to states to expand testing capacity through the end of December 2020. 
The federal government has started distributing rapid BinaxNOWTM POC tests directly to facilities that 
manage high-risk populations such as Skilled Nursing facilities here in San Diego County.   

In order to ensure equitable distribution and testing access for all Californians, the initial allocation of 
the BinaxNOWTM POC tests from the federal government will be dispersed through the California 
Department of Public Health (CDPH) to counties throughout the state. Distribution to San Diego County 
will be via request to the County’s Medical and Health Operational Area Coordinator (MHOAC) using 
the established Multi-Agency Coordination (MAC) process.    

 
The CoSD has developed a distribution plan with input from internal and external partners, including 
the Laboratory Testing Task Force Antigen Testing Workgroup, and incorporates current California 
Testing Task Force guidance for distribution of these testing kits. The following packet includes 
instructions, checklists, and materials that will need to be completed to receive kits allotted to our 
County. 

D.    Purpose of This Document 

This document provides information about the Abbott BinaxNOWTM antigen test kits and requirements 
organizations must meet and attest to when requesting kits from the County. Please note that 
requirements may change as the state requirements are updated. Additional information about antigen 
testing is provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

II. BINAXNOWTM POINT-OF-CARE TESTING PROGRAM: REQUIREMENTS AND ATTESTATION 

A. Indications for Use 

The Abbott BinaxNOWTM rapid antigen test is a minimally invasive, anterior nasal swab test intended 

for use in Point-of-Care settings for qualitative detection of protein antigen from SARS CoV-2 in 

individuals suspected of COVID-19 within the first seven days of symptom onset. This U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA) authorized diagnostic test consists of a swab, test card, and reagent, does 

not require other instrumentation, and yields a result in 15 minutes for the presence of SARS-CoV-2 in 

the sample. The test must be ordered by a medical provider and be administered by a trained 

individual. BinaxNOWTM antigen tests are currently authorized for use in symptomatic individuals 

within 1 week of symptom onset. For technical usage questions about the BinaxNOWTM test, please 

contact Abbott technical support directly at ts.scr@abbott.com or 1-800-257-9525. 

 

CDPH and the California Laboratory Testing Task Force currently recommend use of these test kits in 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/141567/download
mailto:ts.scr@abbott.com
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symptomatic individuals in the following settings that include: 

 

• Hospital emergency departments, prioritizing public safety net hospitals that provide 

healthcare to individuals regardless of insurance or ability to pay such as county hospitals which 

predominantly care for those disproportionately impacted by COVID-19 and/or have limited 

access due geographic or socioeconomic barriers. 

• Urgent care clinics associated with FQHCs, Community Health Centers, Tribal Clinics, Migrant 

Health Centers, Health Care for the Homeless, Health Centers for Residents of Public Housing, 

and Rural Health Clinics. 

• Locations associated with COVID-19 outbreaks. 

• Congregate settings (e.g., correctional facilities, homeless shelters, SNFs/ALFs).  

• Facilities with frontline healthcare workers and first responders with inadequate time (<48 

hours) between weekly shifts to await PCR test results.  

 

As per the California Laboratory Testing Task Force, above uses for antigen testing may be liberalized 
when PCR testing is limited. Please note that since the initial recommendation, updated CDC guidelines 
also discuss the use of antigen tests for screening in high-risk congregate as well as high, moderate, 
and low pretest probability settings. Additionally, CDPH will reassess and update the recommended 
uses as more data becomes available in the future.  
 
The San Diego County Laboratory Testing Task Force Antigen Testing Workgroup assessed the local 
utility of the BinaxNOWTM test kit. In addition to the settings recommended by CDPH above, it 
determined that using these kits for testing asymptomatic individuals in the above settings, as well as 
for asymptomatic individuals in school settings, were appropriate uses of these tests.2 

 
B. Test Site Obligations 
 

Health care and other facilities that wish to receive BinaxNOW tests to administer at their Point-of-Care 

site must first complete and submit an attached application (See Appendix A - Organization Checklist 

and Attestation for BinaxNOWTM Antigen Test Kits and Appendix B for Quick Reference Resources). 

The application and attestation require the following information: 

• Organization name 

• Primary and secondary points of contact 

• Testing address(s), including clinic and building name(s) 

• Number of staff members and number of patients/guests/residents per week 

• Number of tests desired in multiples of 40 (40 tests per box) 

• Shipping address for receiving the test kits 

• Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) Number of Certificate of Waiver, 

Certificate of Compliance or Certificate of Accreditation (Note that the facility can also work 

 
2 COVID-19 Antigen Testing Workgroup White Paper: Antigen Testing in Schools 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/SchoolsGuidance.aspx
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with a laboratory or medical institution that has an existing CLIA certificate and that proof of 

online application for CLIA is sufficient as per CDPH to receive test kits as per the Temporary 

Allowance for Waived SARS-CoV-2 Antigen Testing) 

• First and last names of all trained individuals administering the tests and their titles/roles 

(prior to receiving kits, training includes watching the training videos and understanding 

facility policy and procedures/protocol).  

• Policy and Procedures or protocols in place that details antigen testing protocols (can be a 

separate procedure or incorporated into existing testing procedures). Details should include  

quality assurance measures, storage, proper disposal, training, organizational points of 

contact, confirmatory PCR/NAAT testing plan/process for those symptomatic who test 

negative, process for reporting all results to Public Health Services in a timely manner, and 

next steps for individuals who test positive (i.e., if symptomatic, treat as probable case and 

isolate and if asymptomatic, have plan for confirmatory testing with PCR). 

 
The CoSD will notify the facility when their application is approved. For questions about the online 

application process, please email LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov. 

 
C. Testing Requirements 

 
To participate, all facilities must agree to meet the following conditions: 

 

1. PRIOR to Using BinaxNOWTM Tests 

• The facility has or submits or obtains a CLIA registration that applies to these POC tests. 

Proof of online application for CLIA is sufficient as per CDPH to receive test kits as per the 

Temporary Allowance for Waived SARS-CoV-2 Antigen Testing. Facilities may also partner 

with labs that currently has a CLIA certificate. Facilities need to visit the CDPH Laboratory 

Field Services page to apply for CLIA registration. Questions should be directed towards 

CDPH by calling 510-620-3800 or emailing LFSCC@cdph.ca.gov.  

• Testing personnel will complete the required training as outlined in this guidance document 

prior to administering any BinaxNOWTM tests. 

• The facility can receive the tests in one central location and potentially store the maximum 

number of tests requested until their expiration date.  

• Facilities not already reporting other test results to epidemiology must establish a secure 

test results reporting process with the County Public Health Services Epidemiology Data 

Reporting Unit. 

• The facility has a process in-place for disposal of medical waste created through the testing 

process. 

• The facility develops a policy and procedure or protocol (or incorporate into existing 

protocols). Details should at the least quality assurance measures, cover storage, training, 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/OnlineNewApplication.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/Emergency_Temporary_Allowance_Waived_SARS-CoV-2_Antigen_Testing.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/Emergency_Temporary_Allowance_Waived_SARS-CoV-2_Antigen_Testing.aspx
file:///C:/Users/sthihalo/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1T5IWWHW/LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/ClinicalLaboratoryFacilities.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/OnlineNewApplication.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/Emergency_Temporary_Allowance_Waived_SARS-CoV-2_Antigen_Testing.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/ClinicalLaboratoryFacilities.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/ClinicalLaboratoryFacilities.aspx
mailto:LFSCC@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:Epi-CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:Epi-CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
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organizational points of contact, confirmatory PCR/NAAT testing plan/process for those 

symptomatic who test negative, process for reporting all results to Public Health Services in 

a timely manner, and next steps for individuals who test positive (i.e., if symptomatic, treat 

as probable case and isolate and if asymptomatic, have plan for confirmatory testing with 

PCR). 

 

2. ONGOING BinaxNOW Testing Program Requirements 

• Testing personnel will adhere to the written Instructions for Use (IFU) provided by the 

manufacturer in the test package insert. 

• The facility will ensure that CoSD Public Health has up-to-date information on personnel 

administering tests and testing locations. 

• The facility will abide by the medical waste disposal criteria. 

• The facility will have all individuals being tested, or his/her parent/guardian, sign an 

authorization for testing 

• Test sites must submit all required data elements to CoSD Public Health in a timely manner 
as required. 

• Test sites must retain documentation related to this testing program for period needed by 

organization’s retention policies. 

 
D. Waiver to Perform Laboratory Testing 

 
The BinaxNOW Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) supports testing in point-of-care settings operating 

under a Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendment (CLIA) Certificate of Waiver, Certificate of 

Compliance or Certificate of Accreditation. Any site that performs laboratory testing must follow 

applicable regulatory requirements including federal, state, and local mandates for testing, as well as 

requirements for the safety and confidentiality of personal information. Use of this authorized test is 

limited to CLIA-certified laboratories (or those who have summitted an online application for CLIA as 

per CDPH as per the Temporary Allowance for Waived SARS-CoV-2 Antigen Testing). Questions about 

CLIA and applying for a CLIA certificate should be directed towards CDPH Laboratory Field Services.  

 
E. Test Inventory  

 

1. Test Inventory 

The CoSD’s Emergency Medical Services/Public Health Preparedness and Response Medical Operations 

Center (MOC) is receiving incremental shipments of the BinaxNOW test kits through the MHOAC 

process. Facilities that choose to participate in the testing program will receive shipments of tests as 

requested through the application process if they so choose. The FACILITY must select a centralized 

location for receipt of the test kits. Test kits, packed 40 in a box, must be stored at 35.6° to 86°F and 

used by the expiration date listed on the packaging. Facilities must have the capacity to store the 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/OnlineNewApplication.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/Emergency_Temporary_Allowance_Waived_SARS-CoV-2_Antigen_Testing.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/ClinicalLaboratoryFacilities.aspx
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maximum number of tests requested.  

 

F.     Training Requirements   

It is very important that testing staff administer the test correctly, to assure the highest confidence in 

the test results. The BinaxNOW test training videos, produced by the manufacturer, provides a 

detailed step-by-step guide to the test process. All testing staff must watch the overview video and 

modules one through four before performing tests on individuals. Training should be documented, and 

test kits will not be sent until confirmation of training completion is provided.  

 

G.   Use of BinaxNOW Tests and Consent 

The Emergency Use Authorization for the Abbott BinaxNOW antigen test is for testing of symptomatic 

individuals within seven days of symptom onset. However, the test has been used “off-label” to screen 

asymptomatic individuals. 

 

1. Point-of-Care Requirements 

When individuals are suspected to have COVID- 19, they should be isolated from others. Trained 

individuals should administer this test in a space which should: 

• Have facilities and/or products for proper hand hygiene (e.g., alcohol-based hand cleanser). 

• Have appropriate waste disposal within arm’s length from the patient. 

 
2. Materials Needed 

Test administration requires the following resources: 

• PPE for the health professional using contact and droplet precautions. Recommended PPE 

include gown, surgical mask, protective eyewear, and gloves, as well as hand hygiene 

products. Facilities can request the PPE necessary to administer these tests safely from the 

MOC. 

• BinaxNOW Ag test kit. 

• Copy of consent (parental or staff). 

• Patient educational materials to provide information about the test and interpreting results. 

• Waste bags for discarding used testing materials and PPE. 

 
3. Consent for Testing 

Test administrators should obtain written consent for anyone they test. For those under age 

12, a parent or guardian should provide written consent.   

 

4. Records Retention Policy 

Participating Facilities should maintain record of signed consent forms as long as their policies 

require. For questions obtaining consent, the FACILITY should consult their legal counsel. 

https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/support/product-installation-training/navica-brand/navica-binaxnow-ag-training.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html
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H. Evaluating the Results of Rapid Antigen Testing   
 

1. Test Results 

Health professionals administering the BinaxNOWTM tests should consult the BinaxNOW 

COVID-19 Ag Care Procedure Card for determining the test results. Rapid antigen tests perform 

best when the person is tested in the early stages of infection with SARS-CoV-2 when viral load 

is generally highest. A positive test is considered probable and is diagnostic for COVID-19 in a 

symptomatic individual. In an asymptomatic individual, a positive result needs confirmatory 

PCR testing.  

 

2. Actions Taken in Response to Test Results 

Positive Test Result  

People testing positive shall be instructed on isolation requirements. 

Those positive by antigen tests are classified as probable cases. Symptomatic individuals 

undergoing diagnostic testing who test positive do not need follow up or confirmatory testing. 

Asymptomatic individuals undergoing testing for screening purposes who test positive will 

need confirmatory or follow up PCR testing as soon as possible and preferably within 48 hours. 

 

Negative Test Results 

• Symptomatic individuals with negative test results, but who are showing possible COVID-19 

symptoms, should be encouraged to follow-up with their health care provider to consider 

other diagnosis options as well as confirmatory PCR testing.  

• Negative results do not rule out SARS-CoV-2 infection and should not be used as the sole 

basis for treatment or patient management decisions, including infection control decisions.  

• Negative results should be considered in the context of a patient’s recent exposures, 

history and the presence of clinical signs and symptoms consistent with COVID-19.  

• Currently CDPH states that negative results may need to be confirmed with PCR.  

 
For technical usage questions about the BinaxNOW™ test, contact Abbott directly at 

ts.scr@abbott.com or 1-800-257-9525. 

 

I. Disposal of Testing Materials 

1. MEDICAL SOLID WASTE  

Per CDPH guidance, test packaging and PPE that is not contaminated with COVID-19 may be 

considered “solid waste” and disposed to municipal trash.  San Diego County Code defines “medical 

solid waste” as solid waste of obvious medical origin. Although it is not regulated medical waste; it 

could be perceived to be so by the general public. Some examples of medical solid waste are empty 

https://www.fda.gov/media/141570/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/141570/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/141570/download
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-for-Health-Care-Providers.aspx
mailto:ts.scr@abbott.com
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/MedicalWasteManagementPersonalProtectiveEquipment.aspx
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specimen containers, bandages, dressings containing non-liquid blood, surgical gloves, 

decontaminated medical waste, etc.  

 

Out of an abundance of caution, these items should be placed in a lined container. Prior to disposal, 

the bag should be tightly closed off before being placed in the solid waste bin for pickup.  In San Diego 

County, medical solid waste must be stored in an area secured as to deny access to unauthorized 

persons, animals, wind, rain, insects, and rodents prior to disposal. If medical solid waste is placed in a 

trash receptacle or compactor which is accessible to unauthorized persons, it must be locked to 

prevent access to the contents by anyone other than authorized persons or refuse collection 

personnel. More stringent security requirements were established because waste of obvious medical 

origin is perceived as high risk and therefore a cause for concern by the general public.   

 

If it is not possible to arrange for a lockable trash dumpster at the facility,  It is recommended that 

medical solid waste be disposed of in black or opaque trash bags and kept in a locked room, closet, or 

cabinet inside the building until just before pick up to limit the amount of time that an unauthorized 

person has access to this waste. 

 

Practice proper hygiene by thoroughly cleaning your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds 

(preferred) or alcohol-based hand sanitizer immediately after handling these items. 

 

2. MEDICAL WASTE - BIOHAZARDOUS 

Per CDPH Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Medical Waste Management - Interim 

Guidelines, waste from COVID-19 or potential COVID-19 patients (i.e., test kits from individuals who 

have positive antigen testing results) must be handled as standard regulated medical waste (RMW). 

This includes used swabs and used test components.  These items must be placed in a red biohazard 

bag that certified to meet the ASTM D1709 dart drop test and kept in a properly marked biohazard 

container with a lid.  Per San Diego County Code, all biohazard bags must also be labeled with the 

generator name, address, and phone number.  If the integrity of the primary bag is compromised in 

any way (e.g., punctures, leaks, tears), a compliant secondary bag must be used.  

 

When the biohazard bag is ready for transport offsite, it must be tied off and placed into a USDOT-

approved container lined with a biohazard bag that is ASTM D1709 and ASTM D1922 certified.  Refer 

to Hazardous Materials Division’s guidance document for regulated storage time limits and 

requirements.  Generally, facilities generating more than 20 pounds of biohazardous waste per month 

are required to dispose of biohazardous waste within 7 days, or within 90 days if frozen. Refer to the 

Medical Waste Management Act for additional California statutes. 

 

3. MEDICAL WASTE – STORAGE, PERMITTING, AND DISPOSAL 

All medical wastes requiring storage must be kept in properly marked, leak-proof, puncture-resistant 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/MedicalWasteManagementInterimGuidelines.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/MedicalWasteManagementInterimGuidelines.aspx
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/hm-9214%20(11-16).pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/hm-9214%20(11-16).pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DRSEM/CDPH%20Document%20Library/EMB/MedicalWaste/MedicalWasteManagementAct.pdf
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containers with tightly fitted lids.  The storage area should be well ventilated and be inaccessible to 

pests and unauthorized persons and posted with required warning signs.  Any facility that generates 

regulated medical wastes must be permitted or registered with the County of San Diego Hazardous 

Materials Division.   

Note: Additional information on biohazardous and medical waste disposal can be found at the 

Department of Environmental Health’s Medical Waste website. Additional questions can be directed 

to the Department of Environmental Health Hazardous Materials Duty Desk at (858) 505-6880 Monday 

through Friday, from 8 am to 5 pm.  

 

J. Documentation and Reporting of BinaxNOW Test Results   
 

By administering BinaxNOW tests, a facility is acting as a laboratory. Laboratories are required to 

submit all COVID-19 test results (positives and non-positives) for tests performed in their facility to the 

CoSD. The facility is also acting as the provider. Providers are required to submit case reports to CoSD 

Public Health. 

 

The information to be reported must include the necessary lab result details and the details about the 

patient. Required data fields include facility information, patient demographics, lab results (both 

positive and negative) and basic information about symptoms. 

 

A facility has a few options of how they report to the County’s Epidemiology Unit. Facilities who do 

not have already established reporting processes must reach out to the Epidemiology Data Unit at 

Epi-CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov to establish a reporting mechanism. This includes the 

following options or how to report:  

1. An electronic line list through a specific formatted file format and submitted to the state’s lab 

reporting system known as the California COVID-19 Reporting System (CCRS).  This would be a 

comma separated value (CSV) file format and submitted via Secure File Transfer Protocol 

(SFTP). This option is best for higher volume facilities.    

2. Manual entry into the County’s web-based laboratory reporting module. This option is best for 

lower volume facilities.  

 

NOTE: Please see Appendix B for Quick Reference Resources.  

 

 

III. SETTINGS RECOMMENDED FOR BINAXNOW ANTIGEN TESTING 
 
CDPH and the California Laboratory Testing Task Force initially recommended use of these test kits in 
symptomatic individuals in the following settings: 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/deh/hazmat/med_waste.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/deh/hazmat/med_waste.html
file:///C:/Users/ngurfiel/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/A42QAM5Y/%20https/www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/deh/hazmat/med_waste.html
mailto:hmdutyeh@sdcounty.ca.gov?subject=Medical%20Waste%20Question
mailto:Epi-CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
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• Hospital emergency departments, prioritizing public safety net hospitals that provide 
healthcare to individuals regardless of insurance or ability to pay, such as county hospitals 
which predominantly care for those disproportionately impacted by COVID-19 and/or have 
limited access due geographic or socioeconomic barriers. 

• Urgent care clinics associated with FQHCs, Community Health Centers, Tribal Clinics, Migrant 
Health Centers, Health Care for the Homeless, Health Centers for Residents of Public Housing, 
and Rural Health Clinics. 

• Settings associated with COVID-19 outbreaks. 

• Congregate settings (e.g., correctional facilities, homeless shelters, SNFs/ALFs).  

• Facilities with frontline healthcare workers and first responders with inadequate time (<48 
hours) between weekly shifts to await PCR test results.  
 

As per the California Laboratory Testing Task Force, above uses for antigen testing may be liberalized 
when PCR testing is limited. Please note that since the initial recommendation, updated CDC guidelines 
also discuss the use of antigen tests for screening in high-risk congregate as well as high, moderate, 
and low pretest probability settings. Additionally, CDPH will reassess and update the recommended 
uses as more data becomes available in the future.  
 
The San Diego County Laboratory Testing Task Force Antigen Testing Workgroup assessed the local 
utility of the BinaxNOWTM test kit. In addition to the settings recommended by CDPH above, it 
determined that using these kits for testing asymptomatic individuals in the above settings, as well as 
for asymptomatic individuals in school settings, were appropriate uses of these tests.3 
 
Locally, the County has engaged many of the entities recommended by the State to utilize the 
BinaxNOWTM  testing kit. Such entities include: 

• FQHCs,  

• hospital healthcare systems,  

• school, and 

• substance use disorder treatment facilities.  
 
This BinaxNOW TM point-of-care testing program requirements and attestation document will be 
pushed out to all sectors currently engaged with COVID-19 pandemic response. Testing kits will be 
available from the CDPH at least spring 2021.                                                   
 
 

IV. SUMMARY 

 

Antigen testing is another tool to use as part of a comprehensive approach to prevent, identify, and 

mitigate the impact of COVID-19. Organizations that can meet the standards set by CDPH and the CA 

state testing taskforce and can report results can request BinaxNOWTM kits. 

 

 
3 COVID-19 Antigen Testing Workgroup White Paper: Antigen Testing in Schools 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/SchoolsGuidance.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/Pages/SchoolsGuidance.aspx
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V.  APPENDICES 

 

• Appendix A – Organization Checklist and Attestation for BinaxNOWTM Antigen 
Test Kits  

 

• Appendix B – Quick Reference Resources  
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Appendix A – Organization Checklist and Attestation for BinaxNOWTM Antigen Test Kits 
 

✓ Date 
 

✓ Organization name:  
 

✓ Primary point of contact (name, phone number, and email):  
 

✓ Secondary point of contact (name, phone number, and email):  
 

✓ Number of tests desired in multiples of 40 (40 tests per box):  
 

✓ Testing address(s), including clinic and building name(s):  
 

✓ Shipping address for receiving the test kits 

 

✓ Intended audience and estimate re: numbers of intended audience:  
 Number of staff members (if an intended audience):  
 Number of patients/guests/residents per week (if an intended audience): 

 

✓ Attached copy of current Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) Certificate of 
Waiver, Certificate of Compliance or Certificate of Accreditation (Note that the facility can also 
work with a laboratory that has an existing CLIA certificate) OR copy of application submission.  

 

✓ First and last names of all trained individuals who will be administering the tests and their 
titles/roles (prior to receiving kits, training includes watching the training videos and 
understanding facility policy and procedures/protocol).  
 

✓ Established reporting process with Epidemiology Data Reporting Unit.  
 

✓ Policy and Procedures or protocols in place that details antigen testing protocols (can be a 
separate procedure or incorporated into existing testing procedures). Details should at the 
least cover storage, training, organizational points of contact, confirmatory PCR/NAAT testing 
plan/process for those symptomatic who test negative, process for reporting all results to 
Public Health Services in a timely manner, and next steps for individuals who test positive (i.e., 
isolation). 

 

I certify, on behalf of my organization, that my organization has met the above criteria and 
will report all positive and non-positive results to Public Health Services.  
Print Name:       _  

Title:       

Signature and Date:     

Please return completed forms to: LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov 

mailto:Epi-CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
file:///C:/Users/sthihalo/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1T5IWWHW/LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
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Appendix B – Quick Reference Resources 
 
 

Topic Name Contact Information 

Application, Test 

Allotment and Shipments 

CoSD MOC LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Electronic Reporting of 

Test Results 

CoSD PUBLIC HEALTH 
Electronic Reporting 

On-boarding Team 

Epi-

CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov  

CLIA related questions CDPH Laboratory Field 
Services 

Call 510-620-3800 or 
LFSCC@cdph.ca.gov 

Infectious Waste Disposal Department of 
Environmental Health 

Hazardous Materials Duty Desk at (858) 

505-6880 Monday through Friday, from 

8 am to 5 pm. 
Training Abbott (Manufacturer) ts.scr@abbott.com or call 1-800-257-

9525. Training videos can be found 
here. 

 
 

 
Helpful Documents for the BinaxNOW COVID-19 Test Kit 

Available materials include: 

BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Healthcare Provider Fact Sheet (English) 

BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Patient Fact Sheet (English and Spanish) 

BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Procedure Card (English) 

BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Card Package Insert (English) 
  

file:///C:/Users/sthihalo/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1T5IWWHW/LOGS.TESTING.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:Epi-CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:Epi-CDReporting.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:LFSCC@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:hmdutyeh@sdcounty.ca.gov?subject=Medical%20Waste%20Question
mailto:ts.scr@abbott.com
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/support/product-installation-training/navica-brand/navica-binaxnow-ag-training.html
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html
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	weekly update 1_29_21
	Click here to see the list for “others”. 
	For more information on the COVID-19 Phases, please check the County webpage here.
	Things to Know Before You Go…
	1. Expect to remain in your car for the duration of the visit. Please practice safety guidelines such as opening windows, hand sanitizing, wearing masks especially if you have more than one resident in a vehicle. 
	2. For residents of the facility: If your residents are able to be transported in a vehicle, please bring documentation of their residence at your facility (proof of residence at a long-term care facility). This can include a letter signed by the administrator or on-site lead AND a photo ID. You may also print this email and take it with you to validate that long-term care facility residents are part of Phase 1A and are able to get vaccinated.   
	3. For all staff: At the time of your appointment, you must present an employee ID badge with your photo (or other valid documentation) that establishes you are a healthcare worker within eligible Phase 1A groups (Tiers 1-3).
	 Other documents accepted for healthcare work identification: Professional license AND a photo ID; or, a signed letter from your employer on facility letterhead AND a photo ID; or, a payment stub or timesheet from your healthcare employer or in-home supportive services AND a photo ID.
	4. You will be required to wear a mask and adhere to social distancing guidelines for the duration of the visit.
	5. After your vaccine has been administered, you will be asked to remain at the location for a 15-minute observation period. 
	NEW! CDC Vaccine Considerations:
	Please click here for some CDC vaccine considerations.
	Long-Term Care Facility Resources:
	Importance of COVID-19 Vaccination for Residents of Long-term Care Facilities — This guidance has been updated to include long-term care consent information for COVID-19 vaccination. To learn more visit, Vaccinating Long-Term Care Facility Residents. 
	CDC Pharmacy Partnership for Long-Term Care Program
	As you know, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Pharmacy Partnership for Long-Term Care Program partners with CVS and Walgreens pharmacies to provide on-site no-cost COVID-19 vaccinations.
	For more information, please see the Pharmacy Partnership for Long-Term Care Program for COVID-19 Vaccination FAQs. If a facility would like to email CVS or Walgreens directly, please see below: 
	 CVS Email: CovidVaccineClinicsLTCF@CVSHealth.com
	 Walgreens Email: immunizeltc@walgreens.com
	Other Resources:
	For testing locations or to make an appointment at a drive-up location, visit the 
	Testing in San Diego County webpage.
	The frequency of routine testing of skilled nursing facility staff depends on the San Diego County Positivity Rate. 
	View the current Positivity Rate here (Item #10: Testing Positivity)
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