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Table 1. STDs Reported Among County of San Diego Residents, by Month
and Previous 12 Months Combined.

Figure 1. Chlamydia and Gonorrhea Reported Among County of San Diego
Residents, by 3-Month Period.
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Table 2. Selected STD Cases and Annualized Rates per 100,000 Population

for San Diego County by Age and Race/Ethnicity, Year-to-Date.

Figure 2. Early Syphilis Reported Among County of San Diego Residents,
by 3-Month Period.
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Editorial Note: Hepatitis A Virus Infections in Men Who Have Sex with Men

Men who have sex with men (MSM) are at increased risk of acquiring hepatitis A virus (HAV) infection, and the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)
has recommended HAV vaccination for all MSM since 1996[1]. Although MSM account for a relatively low proportion of the 544 confirmed or probable HAV cases report-
ed in the ongoing local outbreak in San Diego County (i.e., 10 cases or 1.8% of total cases and 2.7% of 371 male cases), increased cases of HAV in MSM have been
reported in 19 European countries[2] and Chile[3], and HAV outbreaks in MSM have been identified in New York City[4] and Colorado[5]. Michigan is currently experi-
encing a HAV outbreak that, similar to the ongoing outbreak in San Diego County, is disproportionately affecting persons who are homeless and/or use illicit drugs. Pre-
viously, cases among MSM made up 2.4-5.5% of cases in the Michigan outbreak; however, 32% of total October 2017 cases were among MSMI6]. In San Diego, three
symptomatic cases of HAV that were not associated with the current local outbreak were diagnosed in MSM with histories of travel within the United States (U.S.) and to
Europe. Viral sequence analysis indicated that the HAV strains causing these infections match those causing outbreaks among MSM in France and New York City[7].

On November 2, 2017, the County of Los Angeles issued an alert to local healthcare providers about an increased number of HAV infections among MSM in 2017 rela-
tive to previous years. In 2017 to date, twelve HAV cases have been confirmed in Los Angeles County among MSM who neither are homeless nor actively use drugs,
and several additional cases are pending further investigation, compared to 9 confirmed HAV cases in MSM during all of 2016]8].

Although such an increase in HAV cases has not been observed in MSM in San Diego County, and persons who are homeless and/or use illicit drugs continue to be
priority populations for prevention efforts, providers are reminded to offer HAV vaccination to all MSM without history of HAV immunization or infection. Due to
constrained supplies of the single-antigen HAV vaccines (i.e., Havrix® and Vaqta®), providers are encouraged to vaccinate MSM who are neither homeless nor users of
illicit drugs with the combined HAV/Hepatitis B virus (HBV) vaccine (Twinrix®). Although the first dose of the combined vaccine is slightly less immunogenic than the first
dose of single-antigen vaccines (91.6% vs. 98.1% in a U.S. clinical trial[9]), efficacy is comparable after completion of the series, and it is safe to administer the com-
bined vaccine to those who already have been immunized against HBV.

For the latest information about the ongoing local HAV outbreak in San Diego County, click here.

County of San Diego STD Clinics: www.STDSanDiego.org
Phone: (619) 692-8550 Fax: (619) 692-8543
STD Clinical Consultation Pager: (877) 217-1816 (8am-5pm, M-F)
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Provider STD Reporting: (619) 692-8520; fax (619) 692-8541
Sign up to receive Monthly STD Reports, email
STD@sdcounty.ca.gov
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https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/epidemiological-update-hepatitis-outbreak-eueea-mostly-affecting-men-who-have-sex-men
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