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To: CAHAN San Diego Participants 
Date:     November 18, 2025 
From:  Public Health Services 
 

Health Advisory: Update #1 Silicosis Becomes a Reportable Disease in California 
 

Key Messages 
• Individuals with a history of working in shops that cut and finish countertops, are at risk for silicosis, a severe, 

incurable lung disease. 
• Providers should ask patients about their work and conduct testing for silicosis in countertop workers, including 

those without symptoms. 
• As of June 2025, silicosis is a reportable disease in California. Providers should report identified or suspected 

cases to the San Diego County Epidemiology Unit by calling 619-692-8499 (8 am to 5 pm, Monday through 
Friday); 858-565-5255 (after hours and holidays). 

 
 
Situation 
Silicosis was made a reportable disease under Title 17 in June of 2025. On November 17, 2025, California Department 
of Public Health (CDPH) issued a Health Advisory on silicosis in countertop workers. Workers who fabricate 
countertops, particularly “quartz countertops”, are at particularly high risk of silicosis.   As of November 13, 2025, 
CDPH has identified 432 silicosis cases in California from 2019 to 2025. These cases include 25 deaths and 48 lung 
transplants. Notably, cases are relatively young age with median age of diagnosis of 46 and median age of death of 
48. Thirty-four of the California silicosis cases were San Diego County residents, 31 of which were reported directly to 
CDPH. 
 
Actions Requested 
Please see accompanying CDPH Health Advisory for additional information and instructions. The Advisory can also be 
accessed through this link. 
 

Resources 
Silica and Worker Health | Silica | CDC 
Safe Work Practices | Silica | CDC 
Silica | ToxFAQs™ | ATSDR 
Engineered Stone Silicosis Surveillance Dashboard| CDPH 
Silicosis (including case dashboard)| CDPH 
Health Advisory: Silicosis in Countertop Workers|CoSD 
 
Thank you for your participation. 
 
CAHAN San Diego 
County of San Diego Health & Human Services Agency    Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch  
Phone: (619) 692-8499; Fax: (858) 715-6458    Urgent Phone for pm/weekends/holidays: (858) 565-5255 
E-mail: cahan@sdcounty.ca.gov        Secure Website:  http://cahan.ca.gov    
Public Website: http://www.cahansandiego.com 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/cahan_san_diego.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/cahan_san_diego.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/ReportableDiseases_June2025.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/CAHAN/Silicosis-Becomes-a-Reportable-Disease-in-California-.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/CAHAN/Silicosis-Becomes-a-Reportable-Disease-in-California-.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/silica/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/silica/work/index.html
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/ToxFAQs/ToxFAQsDetails.aspx?faqid=1492&toxid=290
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DEODC/OHB/Pages/essdashboard.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DEODC/OHB/Pages/silicosis.aspx
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/cahan/communications_documents/7-27-23.pdf
mailto:cahan@sdcounty.ca.gov
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/CAHAN/CAHAN.aspx
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/cahan_san_diego.html
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