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To: CAHAN San Diego Participants 
Date:  December 15, 2021 
From:  Public Health Services 
 

Health Advisory Update #45: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Vaccine Update: Pfizer Vaccine Age Indication 
 
 

Key Messages 
 

• The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have approved 
the Pfizer COVID-19 boosters for 16 and 17-year-olds.  

• The booster dose is the same formulation (0.3 mL, purple cap) as the primary two-dose primary series and can be 
given 6 months after the completion of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine primary series. 
 
 

Situation 
 
This week federal agencies met to review the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) and 
recommended a single booster for 16- and 17-year-olds who completed their primary series with vaccine. 
 
Approval Process 
 
Federal  
On December 9, 2021, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) expanded the eligibility for the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine to include a single booster dose for individuals 16 years and 17 years of age.  The FDA based the 
authorization on available safety and immunogenicity in adults vaccinated and boostered with the Pfizer vaccine.  Of 
note, the FDA commented that the benefits of a single booster dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine or 
Comirnaty outweigh the risks of myocarditis and pericarditis in individuals 16 and 17 years of age to provide 
continued protection against COVID-19 and the associated serious consequences that can occur, including 
hospitalization and death. 
 
The same day, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued a statement in support of the FDA’s 
authorized expansion of eligibility and updated the CDC guidance to include the booster for 16- and 17-year-olds.  In 
a Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) on the SARS-CoV-2 Omicron variant issued on December 10, 
2021, the CDC included boostering of this age group among the effective means to slow the transmission of SAR-CoV-
2, including the Omicron Variant.  
 
Western States and California 
The Western States Scientific Safety Review Workgroup also met on December 9, 2021.  The Workgroup then issued 
a joint statement with the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) strongly supporting CDC’s strengthening its 
booster recommendation and encouraging 16- and 17-year-olds to receive a booster shot if they are at least 6 
months past their initial Pfizer vaccination series.  
 
 
 

http://www.cahansandiego.com/
https://www.fda.gov/media/153713/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/153713/download
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1208-16-17-booster.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7050e1.htm?s_cid=mm7050e1_w
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR21-350.aspx
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Vaccine Administration 
 
The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine booster dose is authorized under the same emergency use authorization originally given 
for persons 18 years and older and the Pfizer vaccine for children 12–15 years old.  Pfizer’s vaccine has full federal 
approval of the primary series for people ages 16 and above under than vaccine name Comirnaty.  This booster dose 
is the same formulation (0.3 mL, purple cap) as the primary series and can be given no earlier than 6 months after the 
completion of the Pfizer CPVID-19 vaccine primary series.  The booster can be co-administered with seasonal 
influenza vaccine other vaccines if indicated.  The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) supports co-administration 
of COVID-19 vaccine with routine childhood and adolescent immunizations to catch children up on any missed 
vaccine. 
 
Scheduling 
 
MyTurn.ca.gov is currently being updated to reflect the expanded eligibility.  Parents and guardians are encouraged 
to check with their teen's health care provider to schedule their booster appointment.  
 
Actions Requested 
 
1. If not already enrolled, providers can listen to the recorded webinar on how to enroll in the California COVID-19 

vaccination program and participate in COVID-19 vaccination. 
2. Remain up-to-date on COVID-19 vaccine clinical considerations, including contraindications and precautions. 
3. Providers supplied with Pfizer vaccine should consider co-administration of routine childhood and adolescent 

vaccines with COVID-19 vaccine to catch children up on any missed vaccines. 
4. Report vaccine-related adverse events and deaths, as well as vaccine administration errors to the Vaccine 

Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS), and to the County Immunization Program at 
IZINFO.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov or Fax: (619) 692-5677. 

 
 
Resources 
• Fact Sheet for Recipients and Caregivers 12 years of age and older |FDA  
• Safety of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC  
• Pediatric Healthcare Professionals COVID-19 Vaccination Toolkit | CDC 
• Administration Overview for Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine | CDC 
• Fact Sheet: Omicron Variant (ca.gov) 
• Vaccine Resources and Guidance (SanDiegoCounty.gov) 
 
Thank you for your participation. 
 
CAHAN San Diego 
County of San Diego Health & Human Services Agency     
Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch  
Phone: (619) 692-8499; Fax: (858) 715-6458     
Urgent Phone for pm/weekends/holidays: (858) 565-5255 
E-mail: cahan@sdcounty.ca.gov         
Secure Website:  http://cahan.ca.gov    
Public Website: http://www.cahansandiego.com 

http://www.cahansandiego.com/
https://www.fda.gov/media/153713/download
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2021/05/11/peds.2021-052336
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2021/05/11/peds.2021-052336
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kHD6lI3d8sZXxlJb1iSJzwBe5metSILshWTO2DkMhAhnEwAIAZibjK-XR2W7BHWS4WHeK2SoSlZLXykcbkptIMe4OUZyXYOtZLHtd-a4eTNlMAXCEWQBTL3MlCb7OIXTjqiArgl3qxzb2mjRwl0EkQSXOe4HOsPng-dTQwS3mcHhBeciPMztiT3Fus5VSkfxu7i36e93LfqXBSYpm7DWYNkbjyy4zw9xGVSIw42Q4AWDDVQNAFLiDavr7z5-bsnFfVb7NOA3nMM_rIP4wMWEGiIdFjL3BppJ38AIXNdhmQ8CDTSJQwGe7inRopm-TaU4tkEGXb2G-guNX6eE0DPFXL-sJAsPEAk7QIRcUc63G1l3KCZaPlCPI5x8lMvRYmAGssSjAT96lEsgVlq2Ar4E7Hi-P-ettZ_nJ984LkQ6ZkUwu39dLPPAlOVSf1Z2CXarlOkW25tmDx0gITotxxwCmIZRFNtO2vKGNMxN4L6qaMcmhVBGx5Y_kxmruEzS_8nNAuGq5DBGRrNaClrwVvrKYESXUxw-GNg7nf760sZdSFUm71ZY-WIaYzXytDD5hvtDpN9qWfev_Vyvl_n8h4sU_uM7Tm2sqIJ3&c=xCrhdtftlwXFHJigkxeGlUALY6QuQBAFmk-_7GljSzpXa7sZvwEZLw==&ch=2N5F2nG53uXDiX2FwP332YAw1KKJFEcCMo2lNXgZX76PNhmXDppuFA==&jrc=1
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kHD6lI3d8sZXxlJb1iSJzwBe5metSILshWTO2DkMhAhnEwAIAZibjK-XR2W7BHWS4WHeK2SoSlZLXykcbkptIMe4OUZyXYOtZLHtd-a4eTNlMAXCEWQBTL3MlCb7OIXTjqiArgl3qxzb2mjRwl0EkQSXOe4HOsPng-dTQwS3mcHhBeciPMztiT3Fus5VSkfxu7i36e93LfqXBSYpm7DWYNkbjyy4zw9xGVSIw42Q4AWDDVQNAFLiDavr7z5-bsnFfVb7NOA3nMM_rIP4wMWEGiIdFjL3BppJ38AIXNdhmQ8CDTSJQwGe7inRopm-TaU4tkEGXb2G-guNX6eE0DPFXL-sJAsPEAk7QIRcUc63G1l3KCZaPlCPI5x8lMvRYmAGssSjAT96lEsgVlq2Ar4E7Hi-P-ettZ_nJ984LkQ6ZkUwu39dLPPAlOVSf1Z2CXarlOkW25tmDx0gITotxxwCmIZRFNtO2vKGNMxN4L6qaMcmhVBGx5Y_kxmruEzS_8nNAuGq5DBGRrNaClrwVvrKYESXUxw-GNg7nf760sZdSFUm71ZY-WIaYzXytDD5hvtDpN9qWfev_Vyvl_n8h4sU_uM7Tm2sqIJ3&c=xCrhdtftlwXFHJigkxeGlUALY6QuQBAFmk-_7GljSzpXa7sZvwEZLw==&ch=2N5F2nG53uXDiX2FwP332YAw1KKJFEcCMo2lNXgZX76PNhmXDppuFA==&jrc=1
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/
https://vaers.hhs.gov/
mailto:IZINFO.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
https://www.fda.gov/media/153716/download
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/safety-of-vaccines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/toolkits/pediatrician.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/index.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Omicron-Variant-Fact-Sheet.aspx
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/CommunitySectors/Healthcare_Providers_Community_Clinics_Hospitals_and_Pharmacies/resources-and-guidance.html#vaccines
mailto:cahan@sdcounty.ca.gov
http://cahan.ca.gov/
http://www.cahansandiego.com/

