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* Influenza vaccinations administered and entered into the San Diego Immunization Registry (SDIR). Week 52 data are repeated for week 53 for   

seasons that do not include week 53.

https://www.sandiegoimmunizationregistry.org/sdir_home.htm
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Data Source: Vital Records Information System (VRIS)
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Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI)

Although avian influenza A viruses usually do not infect people, rare cases of human infection with these 

viruses have been seen.  Certain strains of avian influenza A viruses can produce severe illness and death 

when they infect humans, and these viruses are termed highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI).

Infected birds shed avian influenza virus in their saliva, mucous, and feces.  Person-to-person spread of 

avian influenza A viruses has been reported very rarely, and when it has been reported it has been 

limited, inefficient, and not sustained. 

HPAI Asian lineage H5N1 viruses have generally been responsible for most serious human illnesses and 

highest mortality.  So far in 2020-2021, some H5N1, but mostly H5N8, have been the HPAI strains that 

have infected poultry and wild birds across many countries throughout Europe and Asia.  On February 20, 

2021, Russia reported the first known H5N8 avian flu infections in humans in seven poultry workers.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) currently recommends a neuraminidase inhibitor 

for treatment of human infection with avian influenza A viruses.  Seasonal influenza vaccination will not 

prevent infection with avian influenza A viruses but can reduce the risk of co-infection with human and 

avian influenza A viruses.

https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/02/russia-reports-first-human-h5n8-avian-flu-cases
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-in-humans.htm

