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San Diego County 4,722 48,369 9.8 4,430 47,246 9.4 4,678 47,769 9.8

Mother's Health & Human 
Services Agency Region
North Coastal NA NA NA 704 7,766 9.1 682 8,094 8.4
North Inland NA NA NA 644 7,407 8.7 776 7,722 10.0
North Central NA NA NA 557 6,420 8.7 557 6,580 8.5
Central NA NA NA 1,131 10,239 11.0 1,174 10,090 11.6
East NA NA NA 566 6,704 8.4 581 6,637 8.8
South NA NA NA 678 7,566 9.0 797 7,925 10.1
Unknown NA NA NA 150 1,144 13.1 111 721 15.4

Mother's Race/Ethnicity
African‐American/Black 516 3,453 14.9 464 3,334 13.9 529 3,391 15.6
Asian 410 3,567 11.5 372 3,596 10.3 410 3,806 10.8
Hispanic 1,761 16,870 10.4 1,800 17,739 10.1 1,941 18,723 10.4
Native American/Alaskan 32 210 15.2 18 200 9.0 24 210 11.4
Pacific Islander 33 316 10.4 42 326 12.9 29 311 9.3
White 1 967 23 929 8 2 1 733 22 023 7 9 1 741 21 284 8 2

1990 1991 1992

White 1,967 23,929 8.2 1,733 22,023 7.9 1,741 21,284 8.2
Other <5 7 * <5 11 * <5 16 *
Unknown <5 17 * <5 17 * <5 28 *

Mother's Age 
Under 15 9 73 12.3 10 84 11.9 18 90 20.0
15‐19 587 4,888 12.0 529 4,875 10.9 637 4,990 12.8
20‐24 1,313 12,982 10.1 1,248 12,793 9.8 1,296 12,888 10.1
25‐29 1,276 14,797 8.6 1,138 13,959 8.2 1,198 13,786 8.7
30‐34 996 10,690 9.3 967 10,476 9.2 956 10,623 9.0
35‐39 461 4,204 11.0 441 4,245 10.4 479 4,593 10.4
40‐44 77 691 11.1 93 775 12.0 89 752 11.8
45+ <5 21 * <5 25 * 5 25 20.0
Unknown <5 23 * <5 14 * <5 22 *

1 of 5

Table 17



San Diego County

Mother's Health & Human 
Services Agency Region
North Coastal
North Inland
North Central
Central
East
South
Unknown

Mother's Race/Ethnicity
African‐American/Black
Asian
Hispanic
Native American/Alaskan
Pacific Islander
White

Preterm Births, San Diego County Residents
By Demographic Characteristics of Mother

Preterm 
Births

Births w/ 
Known 

Gestation

Percent 
Preterm 
Births

Preterm 
Births

Births w/ 
Known 

Gestation

Percent 
Preterm 
Births

Preterm 
Births

Births w/ 
Known 

Gestation

Percent 
Preterm 
Births

4,750 46,139 10.3 4,564 45,282 10.1 4,298 43,656 9.8

754 7,767 9.7 690 7,737 8.9 714 7,649 9.3
683 7,341 9.3 651 7,372 8.8 659 7,034 9.4
584 6,700 8.7 660 6,732 9.8 573 6,566 8.7
1,186 9,676 12.3 1,108 9,431 11.7 1,031 8,763 11.8
678 6,523 10.4 614 6,371 9.6 574 6,249 9.2
764 7,505 10.2 760 7,190 10.6 701 7,063 9.9
101 627 16.1 81 449 18.0 46 332 13.9

532 3,275 16.2 516 3,329 15.5 416 3,017 13.8
449 3,766 11.9 439 3,859 11.4 436 3,885 11.2
1,907 17,720 10.8 1,849 18,005 10.3 1,739 17,357 10.0
42 272 15.4 22 210 10.5 20 233 8.6
47 310 15.2 36 311 11.6 32 310 10.3

1 770 20 753 8 5 1 696 19 498 8 7 1 649 18 789 8 8

19941993 1995

White
Other
Unknown

Mother's Age 
Under 15
15‐19
20‐24
25‐29
30‐34
35‐39
40‐44
45+
Unknown

1,770 20,753 8.5 1,696 19,498 8.7 1,649 18,789 8.8
<5 11 * <5 6 * <5 <5 *
<5 32 * 6 64 9.4 6 63 9.5

13 85 15.3 16 117 13.7 14 108 13.0
638 4,839 13.2 601 4,935 12.2 545 4,645 11.7
1,264 12,425 10.2 1,130 11,652 9.7 967 10,870 8.9
1,206 12,846 9.4 1,132 12,323 9.2 1,101 11,890 9.3
1,002 10,496 9.5 1,049 10,664 9.8 994 10,331 9.6
530 4,607 11.5 508 4,688 10.8 550 4,885 11.3
95 806 11.8 121 871 13.9 117 880 13.3
<5 22 * 6 28 21.4 10 42 23.8
<5 13 * <5 <5 * <5 5 *
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4,174 42,626 9.8 4,156 41,344 10.1 4,353 40,877 10.6

646 7,448 8.7 704 7,353 9.6 696 6,767 10.3
700 7,018 10.0 643 6,762 9.5 722 6,871 10.5
620 6,520 9.5 575 6,482 8.9 600 6,449 9.3
970 8,379 11.6 925 7,977 11.6 940 7,884 11.9
601 6,190 9.7 612 5,975 10.2 642 6,012 10.7
608 6,827 8.9 679 6,690 10.1 747 6,871 10.9
29 244 11.9 18 105 17.1 6 23 26.1

418 2,882 14.5 419 2,779 15.1 424 2,668 15.9
437 3,792 11.5 413 3,918 10.5 423 3,708 11.4
1,672 17,423 9.6 1,722 17,003 10.1 1,811 16,998 10.7
26 219 11.9 18 229 7.9 30 205 14.6
28 294 9.5 35 295 11.9 44 324 13.6

1 584 17 912 8 8 1 541 17 023 9 1 1 608 16 880 9 5

1996 1997 1998

White
Other
Unknown

Mother's Age 
Under 15
15‐19
20‐24
25‐29
30‐34
35‐39
40‐44
45+
Unknown

1,584 17,912 8.8 1,541 17,023 9.1 1,608 16,880 9.5
<5 11 * <5 22 * <5 11 *
7 93 7.5 5 75 6.7 11 83 13.3

18 85 21.2 12 66 18.2 12 67 17.9
527 4,546 11.6 478 3,957 12.1 501 3,962 12.6
950 10,341 9.2 960 9,940 9.7 942 9,256 10.2
999 11,607 8.6 1,000 11,149 9.0 1,090 11,245 9.7
957 9,971 9.6 986 10,047 9.8 1,005 9,874 10.2
564 5,033 11.2 576 5,106 11.3 617 5,313 11.6
151 1,004 15.0 136 1,032 13.2 172 1,119 15.4
8 37 21.6 8 45 17.8 14 39 35.9
<5 <5 * <5 <5 * <5 <5 *
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4,267 40,488 10.5

666 6,630 10.0
727 6,796 10.7
637 6,410 9.9
925 7,662 12.1
600 5,910 10.2
694 6,935 10.0
18 145 12.4

380 2,466 15.4
425 3,801 11.2
1,841 17,316 10.6
31 215 14.4
39 304 12.8

1 530 16 266 9 4

1999

White
Other
Unknown

Mother's Age 
Under 15
15‐19
20‐24
25‐29
30‐34
35‐39
40‐44
45+
Unknown

1,530 16,266 9.4
<5 9 *
20 111 18.0

14 54 25.9
469 3,903 12.0
920 9,250 9.9
1,047 10,857 9.6
987 9,839 10.0
650 5,357 12.1
169 1,159 14.6
10 67 14.9
<5 <5 *
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Notes: 
‐ Preterm births are births that occur prior to 37 complete weeks of gestation.  
‐ Births with unknown or improbable gestation lengths were excluded from analyses (improbable lengths are 
those that likely reflect inaccuracies rather than actual gestation periods (under 17 complete weeks or 53 or 
more complete weeks)).  
‐ Starting in year 2000, birth certificates allowed reporting of up to three races.  Therefore, these 1990's 
statistics should only be compared with with 2000 and later statistics that analysed only first reported race.  
*Numbers are censored and rates are not calculated when the number of events is fewer than 5 (indicated 
by "<5").  Interpret with caution rates calculated for fewer than 20 events since they are considered 
statistically unreliable.  

Source: State of California, Department of Public Health, Health Information and Research Section, Birth 
Statistical Master Files.

Prepared by: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Maternal, 
Child & Family Health Services (MCFHS), 11/14/2012.
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