TB CONTROL

County of San Diego

TUBERCULOSIS (TB)

QuantiFERON@ Blood Test
QuantiFERON@ is a blood test for
tuberculosis (TB)
The QuantiFERON@ (QFT) blood
test is used to detect if tuberculosis
(TB) germs are present in your body.
When do I need to get a
QuantiFERON@ blood test?
A TB test is recommended for
anyone who has a higher risk of TB.
This includes:
 People who have direct exposure to
someone with TB
 People who have diabetes
 People who are from parts of the
world with high rates of TB
(Africa, Asia, Latin America,
Eastern Europe)
 Organ transplant recipients
 People who have kidney failure
 People who have HIV/AIDS
 People on medications that
suppress the immune system
Also:
 Healthcare workers
 Shelter residents and staff
 Jail/prison residents and staff
You may qualify for Medi-Cal benefits.
People with TB infection or TB disease
may also qualify for TB-Cal. To find out
about your eligibility and to request an
information packet and application,
please call 1-866-262-9881
Collect calls are accepted.

What does a positive test mean?
If you have a positive QFT, it means
TB germs are present in your body.
You may need other tests including a
chest x-ray to see if you have TB
infection or TB disease.
What does a negative test mean?
A negative QFT test usually means
that you are not infected with the TB
germ. However, the test may be
falsely negative in a person who has
been recently infected or has a
weakened immune system.
What are the advantages of the
QuantiFERON@ (QFT) blood test?
 QFT does not become positive from
BCG (TB) vaccination
 QFT only requires one visit. You
do not need to return to the clinic
for results to be read
 QFT can help eliminate
unnecessary chest x-rays

Where can I get the QuantiFERON@
test in the community?
Ask your doctor. He/she can refer
How will I get the results of the test? you to an appropriate site for getting
the test.
You will be contacted by your
medical provider with the results.
The results are usually available in
one to two weeks.
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