
 Does the patient have a reason not
to report typical symptoms?

             (e.g., dementia, delirium, dysphasia, an indwelling
 urinary catheter)

 Does the patient have signs and symptoms
of sepsis due to infection?

   (e.g., pyrexia, elevated white blood cell count,
inflammatory markers)

SUSPECTED URINARY TRACT INFECTION (UTI) 
ALGORITHM

A suggested approach to the evaluation of an unwell older adult for UTI.

New or worsening
urinary frequency

New or worsening
urinary urgency

Suprapubic  or
Flank pain

Costovertebral
angle tenderness

Does the patient have a new onset of one
or more of the following symptoms?

Acute dysuria Gross hematuria

UTI is Likely
If possible, send urinalysis/culture before

starting empiric antibiotic therapy 

UTI is Unlikely
Consider alternative diagnoses
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