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 PACE Program
 July 26, 2023



Today's Agenda
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Introduction
•5 Minutes

Special Topic Presentation
•10 Minutes

Breakout Rooms
•40 Minutes

Closing Thoughts
•3 Minutes



Regional Water Equity

• Regional Collaboration
• Tribal Communities, Binational Partners, Imperial 

County

• Adapt to a Hotter, Drier, Future

• Equitably Address Drought Impacts
• Wildfires, Water Scarcity, Access to Water
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Regional Water Equity
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Purchase of Agricultural Conservation 
Easement (PACE) Program
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Background
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General Plan 
Adopted

Pilot Program 
Began

Permanent 
Program Adopted

Climate Action 
Plan Adopted

PACE Program 
Update Adopted

2011

2018

2012

2014

2021



Easements Acquired
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Program Cycle
Number of 
Easements

Total Acreage 
of Easements

Cost of 
Easements

FY 2013/14 6 782 $1,762,750
FY 2014/15 8 414 $1,319,850
FY 2015/16 4 190 $514,450
FY 2016/17 5 165 $831,450
FY 2017/18 1 212 $608,470
FY 2018/19 4 273 $267,500
FY 2019/20 5 365 $1,151,055
FY 2020/21 2 70 $194,500
FY 2021/22 10 789 $2,691,750

 FY2022/23 3 66 $321,500
TOTAL 48 3,326 $9,663,275



Eligibility Requirements

• Property must be zoned:
• A70 – Limited Agricultural
• A72 – General Agricultural
• RR   – Rural Residential
• S90 – Holding Area (Limitations)
• S92 – General Rural

• Properties must have been 
actively farmed or ranched for a 
minimum of two years 
immediately prior to applying
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Application Submitted

Reviewed using eligibility criteria

Evaluated using ranking criteria

Selection to participate

PACE Selection Process

10



GHG Emissions 
Reduction

Compatibility with 
Land Use Patterns
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PACE Ranking Factors

Agricultural 
Importance

Wildlife Buffer



Easement Acquisition Process

Property Evaluation

Easement Offer & 
Contract Preparation

Contract Execution & 
Open Escrow

Close Escrow

Example:

 $500,000 Estimated fair market value 
- $375,000 Estimated restricted value

 = $125,000 Easement value paid to the 
 landowner as compensation
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Up Next
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Breakout Rooms

•40 Minutes

We Want to 
Hear from 

YOU

Q&A with 
OSEJ Staff & 

Presenter

Digital Sticky 
Notes & 

Whiteboard



Please select your language of choice (you must select one option)
Debe seleccionar el idioma de su preferencia (Tiene que escoger un idioma)

How to use Zoom // Cómo Usar Zoom
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Comments and questions can be 
submitted through the chat window.

Los comentarios y las preguntas se 
pueden enviar a través de la ventana de 
chat.

How to use Zoom // Cómo Usar Zoom
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During the discussion, if you would like to 
speak over the audio, please raise your 
hand (otherwise questions and comments 
can be submitted through the Chat 
window)

Durante el debate, si desea participar de 
manera oral, por favor, levante la mano 
(de lo contrario, las preguntas y 
comentarios pueden presentarse a través 
de la ventana de Chat)

How to use Zoom // Cómo Usar Zoom
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On your Phone // En su teléfono móvil
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Next Steps & Call to Action
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Continued 
Outreach

Virtual 
Workshops 

June - 
September

Closing Water 
Assembly 

September

Upcoming 
Board 

Hearing

Public 
Comment on 
Draft Report 

October

Board Hearing 
Winter 2024
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Thank you!
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Please Contact - Elise Ruiz:
Elise.Ruiz@sdcounty.ca.gov

Regional Water Equity Website:
www.sandiegocounty.gov/osej/waterequity

Office of Sustainability and Environmental Justice Website:
www.sandiegocounty.gov/osej
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