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Appendix B. Public, Public Agency and Stakeholder 

Outreach 

 

There were three parallel tracks of outreach intended for the public, public agencies and 

stakeholders that occurred during the development of the draft framework, between July 

through October. 

 

1. Public 

 

The County of San Diego began the public outreach process with a public notice and Board of 

Supervisors hearing in July. A web-page with a form and email address was created for 

submittal of public comments. In addition, the public could submit comments through the 

County Clerk as well as at the Board hearing. Public notices for all hearings and workshops were 

sent out to over 11,000 subscribers of the County’s list that had signed up to receive emails on 

sustainability and climate action planning. 

 

On September 13, 2021, the County held a virtual public workshop to kick-off the drafting of 

the framework. The workshop featured an overview of the project by County staff, as well as a 

special guest presentation by Elena Crete from the UN Sustainable Development Solutions 

Network. It was followed by public comments facilitated by planning consultants Moore, 

Iacofano and Goltsman (MIG). 

  

2. Public agencies 

 

All regional agencies and 18 cities were notified of the project, with an invitation to receive 

further information and presentations. The regional agencies included the San Diego 

Association of Governments, San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, San Diego 

International Airport Authority, and the San Diego Port Authority. All these regional agencies as 

well as some cities expressed interest in collaborating and working together. The 

Commissioners of the Port of San Diego adopted a formal resolution supporting the 

development of the framework. Furthermore, the California Environmental Protection Agency 

(CalEPA) provided support and input throughout the process. 

 

Further collaboration and input is expected in the coming months of finalizing the framework. 

The regional agencies, CalEPA and the California Air Resources Board would be serving on a 

Technical Working Group to review this draft. Some cities and agencies have requested 
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presentations of the draft framework to their respective decision-making bodies or 

committees. 

 

3. Stakeholder Groups 

 

Over 60 local organizations that are established in the areas of transportation and land-use, 

buildings and industries, and energy were invited to 6 focus groups. The list of stakeholders 

includes public agencies, businesses, labor, environmental and community organizations. The 

participants, topics and questions in these focus groups were organized based on interests and 

affinities in order to have a productive and substantive conversation on each of the focus group 

areas. These focus groups were also facilitated by MIG, and were attended by both County staff 

as well as some of the authors of the framework, in order to have a dialogue on the 

methodology and to respond to questions about the framework. Some of the stakeholders also 

requested individual presentations to their respective organizations, and these requests were 

accommodated based on availability of staff. These presentations described the process of 

developing the framework, and served to generate awareness of this regional effort.  
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FOCUS GROUPS  

  

August 23 - 26, 2021  

  

S  U  M  M  A  R  Y  R  E  P  O  R  T  

  

INTRODUCTION  

Between August 23 - 26, 2021, the Land Use and Environment Group of the County of San 

Diego conducted six focus groups regarding the proposed Regional Decarbonization Framework 

(RDF) to achieve zero-carbon emissions in the region. The purpose of these focus groups was to 

engage local stakeholders and subject matter experts to review the purpose and scope of the 

RDF and hear ideas and suggestions for collaboratively developing the RDF. The focus groups 

were organized into three subject matter areas - building and industries, energy, and 

transportation and land use - to ensure a diverse representation of stakeholders and interests 

in the region. This report summarizes the proceedings, key findings, questions, and comments 

from the focus groups.  

  

BACKGROUND  

The global climate is changing and affecting our safety, health, jobs, businesses, environment, 

and overall quality of life in the San Diego region. As one of many responses to this crisis, the 

San Diego County Board of Supervisors is leading the development of a framework for a 

“regional zero-carbon sustainability plan” to achieve zero-carbon emissions.  

  

The RDF is a voluntary effort to develop a long-term framework to achieve regional zero-carbon 

emissions. This will be the nation's first, truly localized effort and is being crafted with expertise 

from the UC San Diego School of Global Policy and Strategy, and the Energy Policy Initiatives 

Center (EPIC) at the University of San Diego School of Law.  The Framework will provide science-

based pathways to achieve zero-carbon emissions in the region through greenhouse gas 

reduction strategies across multiple sectors. In addition, the Framework will foster regional 

collaboration between public agencies, universities, schools, business, labor, communities, and 

tribes, as well as leverage resources at the state and federal levels. This effort is different from 

the County's Climate Action Plan, which links to the General Plan for the unincorporated 

communities.   
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These focus groups provided an early opportunity in the community engagement effort for RDF 

to collaborate with local subject matter experts and stakeholders across the breadth of the 

topic areas. The outcomes of these focus groups will assist the project team in conducting 

research and developing the RDF with a grounding in the regional context and conditions.  

  

MEETING FORMAT  

The six focus groups occurred across four days during the week of August 23rd, 2021, via the 

Zoom Web Conferencing client. Project team members organized the focus groups into three 

topical groupings to facilitate focused discussions on specific subject matter as follows: energy; 

transportation and land use; buildings and industries. Project team members assembled lists of 

known organizations, stakeholders, and subject matter experts from the San Diego region 

within these topic areas to engage in the entire RDF planning process. A selection of 

representative stakeholders within each topic area received an invitation to participate in a 

focus group. Two focus groups per topic encompassed approximately sixty (60) participants. A 

listing of the participants by group and topic is included at the end of this report.  

  

Project team members from the County of San Diego and UC San Diego conducted the focus 

groups with facilitation and recording support from MIG, Inc. Each focus group began with 

welcoming remarks, an overview of the focus group format, and a brief presentation that 

covered the scope, purpose, and background of the project. The majority of the ninety (90) 

minutes of time available during each focus group where participants were asked a series of 

questions related to the framework and provided input to help guide the development of the 

framework. Participant input and comments are summarized in this report.  

  

SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS  

Following is a summary of key findings and themes that emerged across the topical areas of the 

six focus groups.  

  

Existing Momentum and Leadership Are Strong  

Several participants noted how the San Diego region is a leader in clean energy technology and 

solutions and there is significant momentum toward a decarbonized future.   

● There is a significant amount of existing solar energy and infrastructure   

● While solar energy capacity is high, overpenetration of the market is a concern  

● SD Community Power, Sempra Energy, SANDAG, and SDG&E are all key partners in 

decarbonizing the economy  

● A very engaged base of communities, stakeholders, jurisdictions, and diverse leaders 

will be important to the effort  
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Significant Vulnerabilities Could Limit the Benefits   

There are vulnerable parts of the economy and community that are of concern in decarbonizing 

the economy. Key vulnerabilities include disadvantaged communities that disproportionately 

do not enjoy the same level of benefits of others, existing infrastructure needs, and workforce 

impacts.   

● Historically disadvantaged communities will be difficult to retrofit unless there are 

subsidies and focused supports  

● Certain buildings and specific components such as boiler systems cannot practically 

and/or cost-effectively be converted to electric   

● The skilled labor force for existing carbon industries will need transition and training 

supports with wages that match or exceed current levels   

● Community members who struggle to transition to an electric vehicle due a lack of 

infrastructure, such as charging stations at multi-family/rental housing locations  

  

Electrification of Existing Buildings will be Difficult  

Retrofitting of the existing building stock will be costly and potentially impractical in many 

cases. Many also noted that requiring new buildings to meet certain standards would be 

important to limit the number of buildings that would need to be retrofitted in the future. 

Starting with County/public buildings could show leadership and initiative for the rest of the 

region.  

● Decarbonization of existing buildings is the biggest vulnerability - retrofitting existing 

homes using natural gas is a major challenge  

● Electrification adds to the overall cost of homes, which are already quite costly and 

unaffordable for many community members. The housing crisis may be worsened  

  

Many Decarbonization Strategies may be Viable  

A number of participants expressed the menu of options for clean energy and decarbonization 

that are available in the region and nearby (i.e., pumped hydro, geothermal, solar in the built 

environment, microgrids, carbon sequestration, etc.)  

● Solar infill in built spaces will be a potential pathway for more local energy   

● Geothermal is a significant potential source of energy to use as back up   

● Geothermal also presents an opportunity to transition workers from energy plants 

to geothermal  

  

Community Education and Stakeholder Collaboration are Critical  

The majority of participants emphasized the need for a comprehensive and robust public 

engagement campaign and the importance of including regional entities, such as SANDAG, 
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SDG&E, SD Community Power and other Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) programs, 

school districts, and similar stakeholders.   

● An education campaign with a robust curriculum can facilitate a collaborative effort 

with many jurisdictions   

● Successful execution of the framework would need participation from SANDAG and 

the SD County Water Authority   

● Community-based organizations can support communication and engagement with 

hard-to-reach, underrepresented, and environmental justice communities as trusted 

and credible partners  

● Education and engagement materials must be culturally and linguistically relevant 

and accessible for diverse communities and specialized outreach methods  

  

  

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS  

The remaining section of this report is a compilation of discussion points across all of the focus 

groups. Participants answered questions related to the framework and provided input to 

inform early efforts in developing the RDF. Responses are grouped by questions and additional 

comments can be found in the latter portion.  

  

OPENING QUESTIONS  

  

1. Thinking of the San Diego region as a whole, are there specific factors or conditions 

that can make it a successful model in decarbonizing the economy?  

● Solar - there is already a significant amount of solar energy and infrastructure in the 

area   

● Broaden the scope of energy supply - wind, geothermal, etc.  

● Microgrids and the co benefits (i.e., YMCA) - lowering energy costs and providing 

energy options at a local/hyperlocal level  

● San Diego has one of the highest insulation in the country - good site for distributing 

energy resources  

○  Need to prevent CPUC from putting in place things that prevent distributing 

energy resources (in favor of remote resources) - it doesn’t make sense for 

San Diego to import power from so far away with the availability of solar in 

the region   

● Microgrids are important and relevant especially for rural communities with 

increased fire dangers - hardening the rural distribution network (costly) vs 

providing microgrid and providing storage (cheaper)  
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● All communities in San Diego County need to move to CCAs - but they need to be 

reliable and efficient - also need to ensure they aren’t buying energy from far away   

● Region gets a lot of sun and is prime for solar, but we should also look at ensuring 

clean energy is highly efficient   

○  All systems can be made more efficient and we can look at improving 

different sectors energy consumption   

● Pomona University research - American West at Risk   

○  Introducing green energy components within the built landscape and 

mitigating energy loss - co benefits of these topics (i.e., shade) and can be 

combined with addressing other vulnerabilities (drought tolerant and native 

plant landscaping) - less energy usage and water   

● The San Diego region should consider forming a Regional Energy Network (REN) 

similar to what the rest of SoCal has.  

○  https://socalren.com/about  

○  Could be a separate JPA managed by or in partnership with SDCP   

■  There was an effort some time ago to form one at SANDAG, but 

SDG&E killed the proposal.  

● San Diego has a unique opportunity to address jobs and equity   

● San Diego uniquely has a trade association and has been involved in many initiatives 

towards achieving clean energy in the region - There is strong groundwork in the 

area and potential for significant federal funding   

● Public support and acceptance will be important in the process - education 

campaign   

● State goals and commitments that span term limits of elected officials will help to 

further advance the goals of the decarbonization framework  

● Decarbonization of cement and steel is a prime industry to address  

● Should consider the over penetration of solar and the dot curve - Decarbonization 

has been expensive for individuals so local energy storage should be addressed to 

help solve this  

● Water importing and the potential for producing more water locally in the future 

and storage associated creates a large increase of energy usage in the region and 

should be considered in advance  

● Over penetration in solar is too high - we are missing out on opportunities   

● Looking at decarbonization in the transportation sector and further integrating 

renewable resources into that sector will have a significant effect   

● Subsidies to certain communities can add to rate hikes and inequities in other areas 

- there are many layers to decarbonizing the economy   
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● Will the implementation plan include solutions? How will new technologies be 

factored into the planning?  

● If we are going to do long range planning based on modeling, then the models need 

to be accurate - the agricultural models are currently inaccurate - nonnative 

grasslands are being classified incorrectly - they need to be going to the agricultural 

sector  

○  Dairy farmers are diverting food waste from Miramar landfill to feed cattle, 

but credit is given to the solid waste sector not agriculture  

● Agriculture sequesters carbon and if agriculture land is removed, we would be 

removing carbon sequestration   

● Local food is available in the region - ag, fisheries, working lands, etc.  

● There is an engaged resident base and consumers that are interested in doing good   

● We should think beyond the traditional climate action frameworks - look at 

mitigating harmful impacts and support the natural ecosystem   

● Strong partnerships with those involved in conservation   

○  Also, a strong emphasis on conservation within many jurisdictions  

● Jurisdictions and organizations that manage natural lands are ready to jump in and 

participate  

● Need to consider the binational nature of the economy when looking at 

decarbonization   

● Diverse group of leadership and a community that has been thinking about 

decarbonization for decades - the bench is deep   

● SANDAG has a very ambitious long-term plan  

● Boundaries align in a lot of different ways - SANDAG, SDG&E, etc. - allows the region 

to coordinate quickly  

● Momentum in the region to serve as a model for the state *(and country)  

○  Many cities in the region have a CAP   

● The political factors will have a significant impact on moving this plan forward   

● Does using scientific pathways to achieve decarbonization also consider the impacts 

to the economy and the workforce?   

● there can and should be ample employment opportunities in a 

decarbonizing/decarbonized regional economy. This includes employment in 

building: to meet regional development and housing needs, including affordable 

housing, Without land use sprawl  

● There is less existing fossil fuel industry and workforce in San Diego, so we can look 

into decarbonization pathways such as entirely electric businesses and homes  

○  There is a large cleantech sector and solar adoption, so there are many tech 

companies and places looking to be more innovative - we can leverage those 
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industries to help achieve decarbonization, but need to be skeptical of 

putting too many chips into unproven methods   

● SD Community Power should be a key partner moving forward  

● There is a large opportunity to put equity at the forefront of the planning process 

(emphasis on the EJ communities and prioritizing investments in those areas)  

○  Should include the EJ community in the discussion  

● Raise the work the city did on the equity index and incorporate that into the 

planning process  

● Should also emphasize the housing affordability crisis and look at how moving away 

from fossil fuels can play a role in addressing the crisis   

● There are so many actors in San Diego that are working towards a cleaner future and 

the City is doing significant work on transitioning the City to a decarbonized future   

● Want to see the research and data from decarbonizing the economy and the impact 

that it will have on the economy - especially those south of the 8  

● Need family sustaining wages and should be mindful that we do not create low wage 

jobs - need to create economic opportunities for all  

● From a regional perspective SANDAG comes to mind since a lot of this deals with 

transportation - SANDAG 5 big moves and the increased focus on mass transit will 

have a significant impact on decarbonizing the county and economy  

● The climate in the region (urban concentration near the coast) can accommodate 

electrification in the built environment  

● History of doing climate planning (at least a decade back) and the region has a 

relatively small community feel - lower number of jurisdictions   

● Many cities have already begun moving forward with partnering with CCAs - 

Encinitas reach standards for decarbonization of buildings  

● There is a lot of momentum going across the region   

● High concentrations of jurisdictions moving forward with community choice energy   

● Lots of access to renewable energy sources that can lead towards decarbonization  

● More attention to the region from the state level - opportunities for new and 

increased funding  

● AB 617 - Port was designated   

● Active building electrification coalition in the region that are addressing reach codes 

and other topics that are addressing decarbonization   

● The collaboration within the region is great - SANDAG & SDG&E are large actors in 

promoting collaboration across the region and helping to address communities of 

concern  
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2. What do you believe may be the most vulnerable parts of the economy in 

implementing decarbonization: sectors, business types, jobs, other aspects?  How 

could those vulnerabilities be mitigated or solved?  

● Timing should be considered as a vulnerability - science says time is limited but the 

effort will take significant time and planning to ensure decarbonization does not 

have negative impacts or repercussions for people in the region   

● Since we do not know the costs associated with decarbonization it is hard to identify 

the specific vulnerabilities   

● Housing is a significant vulnerability - especially with the ongoing housing crisis in 

the region   

● Existing building stock has so much sunk cost in fossil fuel systems   

● Terminal 1 in the airport can be a potential site for decarbonization, but the costs 

are high - this is applicable for new construction, but existing buildings need to be 

retrofitted which will be costly - looking forward to the cost analysis  

● Communities of concern are vulnerable to a costly decarbonization framework  

● Need to ensure we address customer choice   

● Selecting a path could create vulnerabilities in certain areas of the community   

● Owner operators of trucks and zero emission trucks are quite expensive for initial 

procurement costs - perhaps the small business owners will be overrun by larger 

businesses who have the capital to procure new technologies  

● new electricity infrastructure needed (not just the technology at the end use) 

requires a lot of strategic planning  

● Impacts on the communities of concern especially related to building electrification 

which has higher associated costs than natural gas  

● Subsidized houses will have increased energy costs when looking to electrify   

● Homebuyers are also a potential vulnerable population when looking at the 

increased costs of electrifying buildings   

● What type of jobs will be created in a decarbonized economy and will the green jobs 

be able to offer equal wages compared to the gas or fossil fuel industry  

○  Just transition   

○  The green energy sector is less regulated from a workforce perspective and 

there is not the same level of benefits   

● Construction sector is vulnerable and a sector with large energy consumption - 

concrete and steel takes lots of energy   

○  With the movement to increase density this will be important   

○  New technologies to help sequester carbon in building products  

● The existing building stock - especially the lower income owners in communities of 

concern - is a significant vulnerability  
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○  Equitable building upgrades that focus on communities of concern   

● Vulnerable communities - historically disadvantaged communities - if not 

emphasized in solutions, can be a vulnerability.  Interestingly, stopping land use 

sprawl will allow our economy to focus more on improvements to existing 

communities, esp. the CalEnviroScreen-identified communities  

● Very active on building decarbonization right now (Solana Beach & Encinitas 

recently) - new IPCC report is a “Call to Action” to methane - cutting methane is the 

best strategy to slowing warming - there is a big opportunity to address aggressively 

cutting methane emissions   

● Sempra energy is located in San Diego and there are opportunities to work 

collaboratively with them   

● We can’t forget we are a border region, and I don’t see how the region can achieve 0 

carbon without addressing the emissions from border crossings and the industries 

across the border - how will this be addressed?   

● our success will be hampered if the CAPs and LAND USE PLANNING and 

development of all regional jurisdictions are not coordinated, and rationalized.  We 

need to pursue policies that remove land use competition between cities and the 

county, and promote coordination and mutual benefit  

● We need to get off fossil fuels immediately - New homes and unbuilt properties are 

the easy section to address, but the bulk of the properties will need retrofitting - 

how will this be incorporated into the plan?   

● When we establish a regional sustainability plan how can we incentivize 

municipalities to reexamine their policies and improve upon them on a regular basis 

rather than a one-and-done approach  

● Certain areas of the economy that are carbon heavy - goods movement, cross 

border, port, airport - how we can support those industries while moving towards 

decarbonization?  

● air pollution regulations have disproportionately focused on stationary sources 

when they are 4% of the emissions in SD County  

● Electrification of new buildings or existing buildings (or both) - has been a big 

concern for certain sectors (restaurants)  

● Certain aspects of buildings that cannot be converted to electric - boiler systems for 

example - can go 90-95% electric   

● Should also the economies that could be built - not just the economies that would 

be vulnerable  

● Region is expected to be an aging population - technology and transportation can 

support those future vulnerable populations - transit, on demand services   

● From the labor perspective - need to think about the local workers who do the work  
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○  Integrate language that would include local hire - PLA (project labor 

agreement) - especially for the commercial side (residential can be more 

difficult to address)   

● Skilled and trained workers in the region   

● Outreach to the lower income (based on Cal enviro screen) to inform them of the 

opportunities to develop skills within workforce development  

● Coordination between the many jurisdictions and regulatory bodies can be difficult - 

potential vulnerability   

○  Fisherman needing to change engines within a 5-year window, but there is 

no available technology to change to   

○  Industries that don’t have the level of connectivity to the regulatory side are 

vulnerable  

● Identifying as a region - how to cut VMT - especially with the influx of businesses 

such as the amazon warehouse - Need to address sprawling land use patterns and 

the placement of goods movement now to prevent issues in the future  

● I would like to reinforce the requests to prioritize impacted workers (local hire for 

related projects; protections/measures to support transition in industries where 

workers might lose jobs; etc.) and also an equity-based approach for policy 

recommendations, that prioritizes environmental justice communities (communities 

who are most environmentally burdened)  

● EJ communities are overburdened and overpopulated - want to make sure the goals 

for the project consider equity measures to ensure no communities are left behind  

○  Would like to see more representation from groups that service 

disadvantaged communities  

● Language surrounding decarbonization is confusing - carbon draw down would make 

more sense - supporting the natural ecosystem and mitigating the impact on 

ecosystems  

● We can’t just think about our region - need to look at it holistically (i.e., where the 

cars are being produced, where goods are coming from, etc.)  

● Relating to sprawl and VMT - we have many examples of residents who must drive 

far because they cannot afford to live in the areas where they work. We need to 

increase our affordable housing everywhere.  

● Decarbonizing existing buildings is the biggest vulnerability - retrofitting existing 

homes using gas is an enormous problem with no obvious solution   

● From a macro perspective the existing buildings are the biggest challenge  

● Small to medium sized businesses is another vulnerable sector - lack of essential 

resources to retrofit   
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● For residential side - disadvantaged communities are the most vulnerable as they do 

not have the resources to retrofit   

● gas workers here in the region and these efforts should identify folks whose jobs are 

at risk and find a way that workers can be protected from risk of job loss  

● Data source - climate equity index → to identify community of concerns who may be 

more vulnerable  

● Should be sure to be inclusive of all sectors and stakeholders   

● Skilled labor groups in the fossil fuel industry are highly vulnerable - the existing jobs 

in the residential solar industry for example (where many skilled workers could 

transition to) is paid significantly less - need the pieces in place to transition these 

workers before we begin making the transition to decarbonization   

● existing buildings are a great big challenge - many other municipalities have been 

trying to address the problem with limited breakthrough on best practices  

○  Community cooperation will be key, and it may require some rethinking 

compared to what our market driven economy is used to doing  

● There needs to be concrete steps in place for how the just transition will take place - 

it is not just a matter of equal wages - there needs to be collective bargaining and 

ensuring the workforce is represented through labor   

● Educating the local population on what the problem is and the consequences of not 

addressing the issues will be important   

● Lack of EV charging for renters is a vulnerable area  

● Attentive to job standards and maintaining job quality → pair with job pipelines 

from communities of concern   

● Skilled labor force - especially those working in the gas sector - how will those 

groups be addressed?  

 

  

3. Specific to this sector [energy; buildings and industries; transportation and land use], 

in what ways is the San Diego region well-positioned to advance decarbonization?  

● There are tremendous resources available for solar in the region - residential, 

parking lots, and in the undeveloped areas of the county for   

● There is a shift to renewable energy, but we will be faced with the challenge of 

integrating renewable energy into the system without natural gas as a back up   

○  There is a solid geo-thermal resource next door and potential wind use in the 

county and offshore (offshore does pose the potential conflict with the Navy)  

● Storage is what needs to be addressed - solar is available but not during the right 

times of the day  
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● Building transition capacity to IV has been challenging. The Sunrise Power link took 

forever to permit and build. Addressing transmission will be needed for baseload 

addition of geothermal  

● Pathway to 100% clean energy through SDCP  

● All communities should adopt new building codes to make new construction electric  

● Job creation idea: retrofitting existing homes from gas to electric - can be absorbed 

by CCAs and can greatly reduce the County’s carbon footprint  

● Transportation and the electrification of mass transit is one of the biggest potential 

pathways   

● Bringing up old water heaters to more modern standards for efficiency - can be a 

way to transition utility workers to working in a decarbonized economy   

● There are geothermal opportunities in Imperial county and can be a potential area 

to transition the workforce   

● Encourage the County to invest in regionalizing the food system and invest in local 

food production   

● Investing in the supply chain in the region and participating in the food economy   

● Sequestering carbon in open land  

● Capture emissions from specific industries such as waste and landfill   

● 2021 SANDAG regional transportation plan - looking to reduce VMT   

● Focus growth and development in mobility hubs   

● Effort recently conducted by a group of agencies - Accelerate to Zero - A20 

Collaboration - bring zero emission vehicles to region   

● Gap analysis that investigated the future of integrated infrastructure specific to 

transportation   

● San Diego can make our diverse landscapes productive (wetlands, chaparral, 

agriculture, etc.) and keep the land a GHG “sink”  

● As always, public investment leads and promotes private sector investment, jobs, 

etc.  Our public sectors need to invest $ in improving the already urbanized 

communities; infrastructure, housing, etc.  

● The County should establish a robust community outreach plan that can educate 

people (especially the environmental justice and disadvantaged communities) on 

the topics of the decarbonization framework   

● A grassroots outreach plan can help to address specific concerns for certain 

communities - i.e., transition from gas stoves to electric   

○  Will also make the process more collaborative and inclusive for everyone and 

help to establish the coalition for the framework  
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● strategic changes to current State laws can promote this effort: have State housing 

requirements, for example, recognize a regionally coordinated efforts that meet 

housing needs without competitive sprawl  

○  even State laws on how property taxes are collected and distributed out, can 

be amended  

● The regional effort could allow multiple communities to come together to pursue 

larger grants   

● There is a high saturation of solar energy and battery storage is getting cheaper   

● Microgrids can create opportunities for focused decarbonization, and since it is 

smaller it could provide a better way of supporting vulnerable populations  

  

a. How would you describe that pathway? What could accelerate and/or 

strengthen this pathway?  

● Need to act immediately to address climate goals   

● Any new building that isn’t decarbonized will add to the buildings that 

will need to be decarbonized in the future - reach codes that require all 

electric buildings is addressing that concern  

● Alternative energy sources - such as hydrogen and blue hydrogen - are 

unproven and we need to be mindful of not pursuing unproven methods 

that could increase emissions   

● One way to start the pathway would be through municipal buildings - the 

County should retrofit or build new buildings that were entirely electric 

to show what can be done  

● amend local building codes as quickly as possible  

● San Diego is going through a transition about how to get around - if we 

are looking at establishing more transit and buildings in certain areas, we 

should prioritize the decarbonization in those areas considering they are 

primed to be early adopters for changes   

● We should recognize environments and equity are paramount - rather 

than prioritizing the views for the plan and decarbonization - Jacumba 

project as an example   

● Is part of the analysis of the study going to look at the potential areas for 

utility scale solar and other places in the region where electric energy can 

be stored? Local microgrids and rooftop solar is ideal, but we need to 

recognize the impact to workers when moving from large grid to 

microgrid structures  

● Looking more into the community engagement options we could talk 

with KPBS to partner with them to inform people about what they can do 
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in their own homes and how they can help people of other communities - 

Discover series at KPBS   

● Need to pay more attention to where the decarbonized energy is coming 

from - i.e., solar farms disrupting pristine areas rather than more 

localized solar panels on roofs - also the implications of the distance the 

energy must travel   

● Need to look more at addressing greenhouse gas emissions and capture 

those rather than being so focused on taking away gas cars  

● Need to ensure there is a just transition - look into subsidies and 

incentives for electric energy options at the regional level → can focus on 

the key issues locally such as incorporating the existing workforce   

● Need to recognize that the discussion is not just on energy - every sector 

is impacted by energy usage  

● Just transition is important - look into a workforce impact analysis to 

identify the opportunities and threats for certain decarbonization ideas  

● If just transition is not handled appropriately the fossil fuel industry will 

use the unions as fronts to delay the transition to a decarbonized 

economy  

○  Unions will need to be included in the discussion and should have 

a stake at the table and it needs to happen from the start  

○  Transition from the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Plant was handled well 

and could be used as a case study  

● Developing a draft just transition framework for considerations by the 

public will be important   

● San Diego is uniquely positioned to establish several partnerships across 

the region  

  

SECTOR-SPECIFIC QUESTIONS  

Participants were asked questions related to the general topic of the focus groups, which 

covered three sectors - Energy, Buildings & Industry, and Transportation & Land Use. Responses 

and input for these questions has been grouped by the sector the questions focused on.  

  

Energy  

1. How do you weigh the pros and cons of the various strategies to develop wind and 

solar? Are there other renewable sources that would work for our region? [e.g., 

hydro/wave, geothermal energy]  

● Pumped hydro storage facility (San Vicente)  

●  Wind is not as favorable in the region compared to others   
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● Should look into decarbonization incentives for tribal lands as well   

● Solar farms in the desert vs solar farms in the built environment - there are 

significant impacts with the large solar farms and energy expenses (also need to 

consider the long-term effects)  

○  Solar in the built environment has a number of benefits and provides a 

tremendous amount of opportunity - especially on the larger (and 

underutilized) lots - schools, parking lots, etc. - potential partners and mutual 

benefits to working with organizations such as the school district  

● Geo-thermal is a significant potential source of energy to use as back up   

● Significant upgrades to storage will be critical to decarbonization   

● Given environmental concerns over hydro power and water shortage, the solution 

for storage should be within the battery storage with good recycling plans.  

● Geothermal also presents an opportunity to transition workers from energy plants 

to geothermal  

● Pumped hydro storage with fresh and possibly salt water -   

● There is also a potential for desalinization  

● Should break away from being solar specific - diversify the energy options   

● Solar infill in built spaces will be a potential pathway for more local energy   

● Geothermal is a somewhat difficult energy source as that seems to be more 

direction from the state level so the County should focus more on the areas that the 

County has the capacity to address  

  

2. What are the untapped local opportunities to scale-up renewable energy generation 

and storage? What initiatives are already underway? [e.g., CCEs, power purchase 

agreements]  

● Oregon’s wave energy facility   

○  https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/construction-set-begin-month-oregon-

state%E2%80%99s-wave-energy-testing-facility  

● Establish partnerships with Imperial County (geothermal & lithium extraction)  

● SDCP is developing a community power plan and needs assessment that could 

potentially identify sites that are primed for adding clean energy and working to 

decarbonization  

● solar on parking lots seem like a very good opportunity for the local government 

level planning efforts  

● Just to note that while projects in IID are possible (& have occurred), it is outside of 

the ISO interconnection system. This makes it a little bit more time consuming to 

approve and get off the ground than projects within the ISO service territory. 

Making it easier for the region could help in our decarbonization efforts  
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○  The ISO and the CPUC and CEC are working together to try to find ways to 

bring more geothermal to the grid as part of the state level Integrated 

Resource Plan, and as part of the CAISO Transmission Planning Process.  

  

3. What can the County and other cities/agencies do as an energy consumer to lead by 

example?  

● County should not join a CCA without significant job quality standards - Incentivize 

the proper requirements up market which can help with the just transition   

  

Buildings & Industry  

1. What are the pros and cons of the various strategies to decarbonize buildings? [e.g. 

electrification, zero-carbon combustion fuels, onsite renewable electricity, purchasing 

offsite renewable electricity, energy efficiency]  

● again, building/electric and related codes can be an impediment, changing these 

codes for all jurisdictions can be a pro  

● We have the technologies available to decarbonize so we should not put too many 

eggs into the basket of technologies that need years to be realized   

○  Focus on technologies that we have and are proven  

● We should be very wary of “greenwashing” by Sempra and the IOUs advocating for 

“renewable” natural gas, hydrogen.   We must stop the use of fossil fuels.  

● Harnessing all available $ resources for incentives for bldg. decarbonization - not 

only public $, but private sector/charitable sector as well.  Why not a major 

campaign with the SD Foundation?  

● There are a lot of uncertainties in this sector and energy is seemingly getting costlier 

and costlier - asking people to pay for the most expensive energy option needs to be 

factored in - especially since the high housing costs   

● Reach codes getting more and more intense is a con  

● Electrification adds to the overall cost of homes and homes are already so 

expensive, so we are only making it less accessible for people  

● Need to address existing housing stock and retrofitting those in order to make a 

dent in decarbonization since the new housing stock only accounts for a fraction of 

the number of homes and buildings in the region   

● Groups in the region can pull together pilot projects in response to grant funding 

opportunities (pro)  

● Cost and education associated with using new equipment and the getting people to 

change their behavior (con)  

● Developers may lower wages for construction workers due to the higher costs 

associated with electrification of new buildings   
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● Need to consider ALL costs associated with decarbonization - costs of homes, 

construction, etc. - BUT need to also consider the costs associated with NOT doing 

anything towards decarbonization - natural gas health concerns, fire hazards  

○  Should consider all these factors when looking at decarbonization   

● The CPUC cost effectiveness tests is great foundation for developing costs and 

benefits of various strategies and prioritizing them.  But I would recommend that we 

do not limit ourselves to the CPUC's methodologies.  The CPUC is also reviewing 

their requirements since existing methods can present barriers to potentially 

effective strategies because not all costs and benefits are properly represented.  

● Partial decarbonization still leaves natural gas systems in place that leads to 

methane leaks, unfortunately. Methane is a much more potent greenhouse gas than 

CO2. The worst case estimates show that emissions from methane leaks may be as 

impactful as emissions from combusting natural gas in the short term. Full 

electrification makes a lot more sense than partial for new construction. Existing 

building decarbonization is going to be trickier and may have elements of partial 

decarbonization (burn out, etc.).  

● We should use multiple tools to get the region towards decarbonization - there is a 

huge existing stock of buildings and homes that need to be addressed in a creative a 

multifaceted way - we may need to rely on lower carbon fuels to get to where we 

need to be  

  

2. Can you provide successful examples of local efforts to decarbonize buildings? [e.g., 

PACE program, net-metering, Title 24 reach codes, Encinitas green building ordinance]  

● Retrofitting and electrifying existing homes is possible but difficult and there is a lack 

of contractors who can help with the transition so it can often fall on the 

homeowner, but it is possible   

● Airport as an example  

● Industrial association has accomplishments by sector - SDGBC Sustainability Awards  

● Successful examples - LEED, Vision, Park Smart - push for high performance buildings   

● CPUC organized IOUs to prepare cost effectiveness studies of different 

decarbonization methods  

○  Applies to new construction  

● Visit BEI website - many examples of local efforts and successful examples - 

www.beicities.org  

○  New construction side is something that cities are already moving on, but 

retrofitting existing buildings is still a difficult topic   

● Green and Healthy Homes Initiative - leading with clean energy and equity → 

provides a good context for moving existing homes to electric and decarbonized   
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○  https://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-GHHI-

Leading-with-equity_wp_Final.pdf  

● SDCP - second largest energy provider in the state and has the opportunity to help 

with moving homes to an all-electric platform   

○  Developing a community power plan that will determine energy needs, site 

planning, and hopefully incorporating incentive packages → if the County 

joins SDCP they will be able to help shape the plan and possibly create 

incentive plans for municipalities to incentivize retrofitting and electrifying 

homes   

○  Potential point of engagement with SDCP team   

● local energy codes have cost effectiveness studies, bldg. stock, etc.  good source of 

CA statewide info. https://localenergycodes.com/  

● Interfaith Social Services in North County - subsidization and incentives to install 

solar panels on family units - two benefits - help to address decarbonization and 

helps struggling families with lower energy costs  

○  Should look at incentives for including electric energy options for affordable 

housing not just for wealthy households  

  

3. What role can the County play in leading by example, in decarbonizing its own 

facilities?  

● county can play a role by installing solar panels on ALL county-owned buildings, and 

on county-financed housing facilities  

● If the County makes the effort to lead the way and look into subsidized costs that 

could help with the transition to electrification  

● There needs to be more outreach to communities of concern - the costs associated 

with electrifying will be especially important for communities of concern   

● Discussion around removing gas stoves from homes will be a MAJOR effort that 

needs attention   

● Number of buildings in the County that are carbon neutral and there are other 

efforts that the County has been taking towards decarbonization  

○  Studies around existing building stock and ways to get them to zero-carbon 

emission are also ongoing   

● https://explorer.localenergycodes.com/  

● have you considered what cost effectiveness criteria will be used to prioritize 

recommendations   

○  Should think outside the box when prioritizing different strategies - we 

should not limit ourselves to what is produced by the public utilities 

commission   
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● Hearing what the county is doing is news to me - there needs to be more education 

and awareness on the decarbonization efforts   

● Maybe the County can identify priority sites for retrofitting buildings and provide 

transparent true costs for construction that can serve as a guide for other agencies 

as they move forward  

● Nice to see other agencies (County) lead the effort in building electrification   

  

Transportation & Land Use  

1. How does the Regional Transportation Plan factor into decarbonizing the San Diego 

region?  

● Should also consider the number of other clean transportation programs in the 

region that should be leveraged to support this effort - Clean car program AQSD  

● Like how SANDAG is pushing for more mass transit use   

● Need to be realistic about the fact that people will keep their cars for a long time - 

EV is expensive and not everyone has access to charging at their homes  

● EHC (environmental health coalition) - has been working on expanding the bus 

system and not getting distracted by addressing single occupancy vehicles  

○  Investments in mass transit and transportation need to be increased 

drastically compared to what it has been, and this should be incorporated 

into the RTP  

● A commitment to infill development that is affordable is essential   

● While the RTP is making some great investments in the shift to multimodal 

transportation options - it will not make much of an impact in decarbonization in the 

region by 2035  

○  We should be pushing for future affordable housing centered around exiting 

transportation hubs   

○  Infill strategies and anti-displacement strategies will be critical   

  

2. What role do changes in transportation technology play in decarbonization in the near 

future? [e.g., electrification/EV infrastructure, TNCs (transportation network 

companies like Uber or Lyft), fuel efficiency, autonomous vehicles]  

● Pushing more towards mass transit, but we need to have the first and last miles 

covered better  

○  Scooters and other rental bikes have addressed some of the first and last 

mile needs, but we need more options  

● Industry members who participate in fleet transportation - how can we incentivize 

the electrification of freight and goods movement through new and innovative 

technologies  
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● Mode shift and different types of multimodal transportation options   

● EV infrastructure - Need to account for renters who would be interested in switching 

to EV that may not be able to charge at home or have access to charging so how can 

we address this shortfall?  

● prioritize zero-emission transit investments to get people out of their cars instead of 

electrifying the current car dependent system. electric cars are not sustainable 

because they are VERY resource intensive and destructive to the environment if we 

replace every car with a new electric one. Use limited resources on electric vehicle 

technology for buses and light rail  

● I would like to reinforce what has already been said about recognizing the 

importance of affordable housing as part of the pathway to regional 

decarbonization.  

● Building on what's already been said about distances that our residents drive to 

employment, including employment opportunities and safe active transportation 

infrastructure along with affordable housing and transit could help encourage a 

larger mode shift to lower emission forms of travel  

● Advancing on demand service that are pooled or shared   

● Should be considering potential vulnerable populations and how transportation 

technologies can serve those groups - i.e., aging population   

● Vehicle grid network and clean mile standards   

● Additional incentives to promote transportation technologies  

  

3. How can the region address the emissions from the consumption supply chain? [e.g., 

food supply, Port, trucks, border pollution from Mexico]  

● Mandating certain levels of clean emissions and providing incentives for reductions 

of emissions at the supply chain level will be important to ensuring compliance   

● Consider federal level policy and how it would influence policies in the region  

● What can we learn from the past examples of prematurely moving towards adopting 

certain policies  

● Regionalize our food economy (and other aspects of the supply chain) to reduce the 

emissions from consumption decisions   

○  Incentivize regionally available products   

○  Education campaign for consumers to recognize the carbon footprint of 

goods movement and supply chair   

○  E.g., avocados grown in Ca that are not seen here in California - most come 

from Mexico where the practices are more corrupt   

○  There needs to be a just transition   
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● Water - energy use affiliated with water transport and the water cycle → we need to 

regionalize to mitigate the impacts associated with providing water to the region  

  

4. What role can the County and other cities/agencies play in leading by example, in 

reducing emissions from their own transportation and land-use decisions?  

● Cities often lack funding so in order to actualize a regional plan there needs to be 

funding and staffing for each city   

○  Funding is a major issue around the implementation side  

● Need to change our mindset - The city and County can use the narrative of the 

ongoing climate emergency to leverage behavior change in the region   

○  Education is key   

● Advancing sequestration in natural landscapes - Much of the work that has been 

done has not included chaparrals   

○  Urban greening has also been thrown around, but does not improve the 

ecosystem, so more effort should be made to protect the natural ecosystems   

● Regionally, we can repurpose existing transportation infrastructure ASAP (freeway 

lanes and arterials) to allow rapid, electric transit to move faster than cars and not 

waiting decades for new investments - transportation is ~40% of regional GHG 

emissions...  

● Also, the region needs to be competitive for state and federal funding/grants - 

County can assist with that.  

● Should recognize the good work that has been done for the framework   

● Permitting best practices for refueling clean energy infrastructure and sharing of 

other best practices that have been established from other jurisdictions  

● TDM programs in the region and using employers to help influence behavior change  

● California Natural and Working Lands climate strategy - looking at sequestering 

carbon   

○  Can align the regional effort with the state and pursue grants at that level  

  

  

CLOSING QUESTIONS  

  

1. Considering the range of stakeholders in this sector -- including public agencies, 

advocates, energy providers, and others -- what would a collaborative effort look like 

to create and implement the framework?  

● SD Regional Climate Collaborative is good, but it doesn’t have the private sector 

input which can provide a very different perspective including things that may not 

be considered by the public sector  
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● Customer is the most important stakeholder in this conversation - they will feel the 

effects of decarbonization and increased costs  

● we should acknowledge that we need solutions that achieve rapid decarbonization. 

This is a given. How do we select a suite of a solutions that are the most cost 

effective in the framework of taking action? And in cases where costs may rise 

(electrification retrofits without possibility for onsite PV, for example) how can we 

lift up the community in other ways (subsidies, wages, etc.)  

● If the state passes AB 897, Regional Climate Networks will be established and can be 

utilized for these kinds of efforts.  

● Engaging and using Community based organizations to communicate (churches, 

SDOP, etc.) - places that are ingrained in the community and an organization that is 

highly trusted   

● A KPBS program (tv or radio) could interview various policy makers, talk to the 

public, have pros/cons, and allow people to call in and ask questions   

● Within SD health is a powerful motivator to get people to act - Physicians Advisory 

Council - talking to the community about the health benefits of cutting natural gas   

● SANDAG has had a Social Equity Working Group committee concentrating on social 

equity for the next RTP, and it looks like it can be continued past the year-end RTP 

adoption; to be an ongoing forum for this effort  

● Would like to know what is already happening and what possible plans are being 

considered. Also, if San Diego will be modeling what they do off other cities or 

looking to do something new   

● The more the County can share as things move forward the more opportunities 

there would be for engagement - bringing back this group to the discussion   

○  Would like to see more back and forth between the County and local 

organizations   

● Would like to see a “scorecard” for the County that could be put out for the average 

person to understand where the county stands compared to other regions   

● Consider a study that would look at how the County would look like in the future if 

things continued course as “business as usual”  

● What is the inventory of current venues for collaboration? Pull together a list of 

existing spaces where the conversation surrounding decarbonization and 

electrification is already happening   

● Leverage SANDAG working groups   

● San Diego Regional Climate Collaborative can also be leveraged   

● When inventorying groups working within the topic, we should also look at the 

specific projects and work they are working on (i.e., tree planting, fire risk 

mitigation, etc.)  
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● I spoke with some of the UCSD team earlier this week about the work we've been 

doing at SDSU to envision a framework for nature-based solutions and we'll be 

sharing the info we have and a forthcoming report from our work with regional 

stakeholders and partners who work in the conservation and natural resource 

mgmt. communities  

● Community important is very important and we need to ensure the engagement 

materials are translated and accessible for people who speak different languages  

● Aligning our regional transportation goals (SANDAG) and local jurisdictions’ land use 

patterns more effectively, while prioritizing those regional transportation 

investments in communities on the frontlines of the climate crisis and 

environmental injustice.  

● There is a strong basis for regional collaboration with SANDAG - SANDAG energy 

working group   

○  Members of the group represent a very large swath of stakeholders and can 

serve as a good starting point for a regional energy agency   

● SD Green New Deal Alliance deserves a shout out   

● Need “shovel-ready” projects so when direction comes from the federal level   

● Is there any baseline data on the public opinion for decarbonization in the region   

● Public opinion is shifting VERY fast.  These climate disasters have drastically shifted 

people recalcitrance.  They need to see that we have positive plans for quick moves 

and people will join these efforts  

● Outreach will be critical - especially for lower income communities and 

disadvantaged communities (i.e., education on the incentives out there to add solar 

to homes)  

● Make sure people are aware of all the opportunities to save on energy costs   

● How well do the larger agencies in the region align and do they have any networks 

for collaboration?  

○  Climate Action Plans for each agency, but no overall plan  

● Identify the essentials: water, energy, housing, transportation, food systems...which 

agencies are leading, how can they be better coordinated, what table is best for 

them to sit at and work on climate mitigation, adaptation, etc.?  

● The region is in somewhat required to make radical changes due to the delay in 

offering more clean energy options   

  

a. What would leadership and ongoing coordination look like?  

● Successful execution of the plan would need participation from SANDAG 

and the Water Authority   
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● SDG&E is stepping back and offering the sale of energy to more CCAs - 

the CCAs become another piece of the puzzle and they have to be on 

board with the plan   

○  There needs to be formal communication from all the necessary 

parties  

● Identify the necessary components to rolling out this plan   

● Education campaign with a robust curriculum - potential partner with 

school districts - to ensure a collaborative effort with many different 

jurisdictions   

● we are fortunate to have new County Board leadership pushing this 

forward, and a renewed SANDAG as a forum to hash out regional 

coordination.  SANDAG esp. can expand its traditional transportation-

only focus, to raise land use coordination  

● Leadership is important.  It’s important to have companies in our region 

support this effort.  Disparate voices leads to confusion and non-support 

of the effort.  AS Conor stated and I mentioned earlier the customer and 

customer choice is a critical input into this report.  

  

b. In what way could a regional climate network help shape the implementation 

of this framework?  

● A network could bring neighboring cities and regions together and even 

across the border to address emissions more holistically rather than just 

in the region   

● If that is some version of a bulked up SANDAG, housing a regional climate 

network or other tables, then cities and stakeholders can engage there.  

● Need to figure out where community members living in EJ communities 

can share their personal experiences - need to ensure they are part of the 

development of the plan   

  

c. How should regional jurisdictions/agencies communicate to ensure 

transparency and possible greater collaboration?  

● SANDAG is trying to embrace a more “data driven” approach to planning 

and making the data more accessible to all   

● We could look at local carbon stocks in our landscape or projects in the 

region (speaks to data driven)  

● Ensuring that there is a significant level of transparency and 

accountability - not just knowledge sharing, but actual collaboration and 

setting shared goals   
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● Not relying on the goodwill of nonprofits to participate - there needs to 

be a staff role for each City that would be in charge of implementation - 

pave the way for more paid people to actually foster change  

● Transparency and accountability are very important as well as dedicated 

facilitation   

  

  

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS/COMMENTS  

Participants provided additional comments, questions, and resources during the focus groups, 

as follows:  

● Here is a good report put out by Gridworks, on page 18 it talks about a "PROVIDE A 

JUST TRANSITION FOR THE GAS WORKFORCE"  

○  A good resource. https://gridworks.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/09/CA_Gas_System_in_Transition.pdf  

● Here is another good report LA County that just put out by Betony Jones, from 

Inclusive Economics, about Building Decarbonization   

○  https://drive.google.com/file/d/117bFbCLccCdu316IJAIHkRyoLMhQTQd3/vie

w  

● What is the expected timeframe for this report and the outlook?  

● Is the report looking at unincorporated County?   

○  County BOS initiated the effort, but it is intended to be a collaborative effort 

for all jurisdictions across the region - public sector and stakeholder groups  

● Are there potential changes to the census regarding cities that could join the County 

and would that have any impact on the project?  

● Overpenetration: that means the grid is not ready to take the generated renewables, 

so it is curtailed.   

○  http://www.caiso.com/informed/Pages/ManagingOversupply.aspx  

● Helpful report on a just transition towards residential building electrification. High 

recommend the reading  

○  https://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-GHHI-

Leading-with-equity_wp_Final.pdf  

● How are we thinking about the data sources and how will this project be data 

driven?   

● Developing a mindset in our region that we are all needed in the struggle to address 

Climate Crisis.  We can go from being divided on the need for Climate Action to 

being united in ways we see communities come together as they do in crisis.  I don't 

mean we exploit the panic or fear that climate crisis creates, but certainly embrace 

the known unity it will create.  
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● as important as the construction of buildings, maybe more important, is where 

buildings are built - what the regional land use pattern is, correct?  

● Interested in the work of land use and implications of lack of land for solar and wind 

usage   

○  https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/documents/SB100%20clean%20firm

%20power%20report%20plus%20SI.pdf  

● Want to applaud the effort of this project to not be prescriptive for the entire county  

● Accelerate to Zero Emissions (a2zsandiego.com   

● A summary of SDG&E's Clean Transportation initiatives and incentives can be found 

here: https://www.sdge.com/residential/electric-vehicles/electrification-projects-

overview  

● Is teleworking considered in VMT space of the RDF?  

● It is included in the analysis - looking at the ability of teleworking to reduce 

commuting VMT  

○  One interesting aspect of the reductions in VMT from the increase in 

teleworking has been that people are making more trips in other places - 

teleworking not necessarily the “silver bullet” to addressing VMT  

○  https://www.kpbs.org/news/2021/aug/17/how-remote-working-has-

changed-san-diego-rush-hour/  

● We have a highway tracker where you can see changes during the pandemic: 

https://gis.sandag.org/HighwayTracker/  

● CleanCities SD: https://sdcleancities.org/  

● https://cleanvehiclerebate.org/eng  

● https://calevip.org/incentive-project/san-diego-county  

● Specific groups and other groups to reach out to:  

○  Climate Collaborative: https://www.sandiego.edu/soles/hub-

nonprofit/initiatives/climate-collaborative/  

○  San Diego Food System Food Vision 2030 is looking to use land to fight 

climate change and promote racial justice https://sdfoodvision2030.org/  

○  Committees and Working Groups at SANDAG: 

https://sandag.org/index.asp?fuseaction=committees.home  

○  SDG&E Sustainability Strategy: 

https://www.sdge.com/sites/default/files/documents/SDG%26E%20Sustaina

bility%20Report_0.pdf?nid-18226  

○  Just leaving the link to the SANDAG Regional Plan here so it is in our 

collection of information: https://sdforward.com/  

● https://www.sandiego.edu/soles/hub-nonprofit/initiatives/climate-collaborative/  

● https://greenbusinessca.org/cityofcarlsbad  
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● https://cleancities.energy.gov/coalitions/san-diego  

  

NEXT STEPS   

The project team explained that the next step in the process is to conduct a public workshop on 

September 13, 2021.  

 

FOCUS GROUP PARTICIPANTS  

  

Energy Group #1   

August 24, 2021, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm  

 

● Ana Garza-Beutz - SDG&E  

● Marty Turock - Cleantech San Diego  

● Nate Fairman - IBEW Local 465  

● Saeed Manshadi - San Diego State University  

● Samuel Worley - SDG&E  

● Sebastian Sarria - San Diego Community Power  

● David Grubb - Sierra Club San Diego  

● Karl Aldinger - Sierra Club San Diego  

● John McMillan - San Diego State University  

● Carol Kim - San Diego County Building & Construction Trades Council  

● Satomi Rash-Zeigler - San Diego & Imperial Counties Labor Council  

● Dike Anyiwo - San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce  

  

Energy Group #2   

August 24, 2021, 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm  

 

● Matthew Vasilakis - Climate Action Campaign  

● Judd Curran - San Diego & Imperial Counties Labor Council, AFT Guild Local 1931  

● Brenda Garcia Millan - Climate Action Campaign  

● Jose Torre-Bueno - Center for Community Energy  

● Cristina Marquez - IBEW 569  

  

Buildings & Industries Group #1  

August 23, 2021, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

 

● Kelvin Barrios - Laborers Local 89  
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● Matthew Adams - Building Industry Association  

● Tom Abram - San Diego Green Building Council  

● Philip Gibbons - Port of San Diego  

● Renee Yarmy - Port of San Diego  

● Conor Paris - SDG&E  

● Colleen FitzSimons - San Diego Green Building Council  

● Lori Pfeiler - Building Industry Association  

● Athena Besa - SDG&E  

● Chad Reese - San Diego County Regional Airport Authority  

● Stephen Russell - San Diego Housing Federation  

● Carolina Alban-Stoughton - Carlsbad Chamber  

 

Buildings & Industries Group #2   

August 25, 2021, 10:00 am - 11:30 am  

 

● Mary Yang - San Diego Building Electrification Coalition  

● Craig Jones - SD350  

● Rick Bates - UNITE HERE Local 30  

● Joyce Lane - SD350  

● Yusef Miller - North County Equity and Justice Coalition  

● Brenda Garcia Millan - Climate Action Campaign  

● Matthew Vasilakis - Climate Action Campaign  

● Ann Feeney - San Diego Building Electrification Coalition  

● Darwin Fishman - Racial Justice Coalition of San Diego  

● Jenna Tatum - Building Electrification Institute  

 

Transportation & Land Use Group #1   

August 25, 2021, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm  

 

● Mackenna Kull - SDG&E  

● Dean Kinports - Center for Sustainable Energy  

● Natasha Contreras - SDG&E  

● Robert Iezza - SDG&E  

● Melanie Cohn - Biocom California  

● Allison Wood - SANDAG  

● Dean Kinports - Center for Sustainable Energy  

● Jonathan Changus - Center for Sustainable Energy  
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Transportation & Land Use Group #2   

August 26, 2021, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm  

 

● Noah Harris - Climate Action Campaign  

● Diane Foote - San Diego State University Research Foundation  

● Cristina Marquez - IBEW 569  

● Megan Jennings - San Diego State University/Climate Science Alliance  

● Dike Anyiwo - San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce  

● Brenda Garcia Millan - Climate Action Campaign  

● Lucero Sanchez - San Diego Coastkeeper  

● Valerie Lake - SDSU  

● Kyle Heiskala - Environmental Health Coalition  

● Anjleena Sahni - Center on Policy Initiatives  

● Elly Brown - San Diego Food System Alliance  

● Gordon McCord - UCSD  

● Hannah Gbeh - San Diego County Farm Bureau  
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Text from Zoom Chats during the workshops. 

 
Time Commenter Comment 

18:04:58 Craig Jones Glad to see two of our Board of Supervisor members present! Very important! Thanks 

18:06:06 Vice Chair, Supervisor 

Nora Vargas 

Happy to be here! 

18:07:31 Vanessa Forsythe 👍👍 thank you supervisors in attendance 

18:07:48 Mike Bullock Here is the WHY information that is provided:The global climate is changing, and we directly feel and see the effects of that 

change locally, in our communities, daily. This includes a higher frequency and intensity of extreme heat events, droughts, 

wildfires, storms and sea-level rise. Furthermore, a changing climate is causing immediate and long-term damage to our 

ecosystem, food production, health, safety, jobs, businesses, and our overall quality of life in the San Diego region. We 

need a coordinated response in our region to climate change. 

18:08:09 Mike Bullock Here is the WHY information that is provided:The global climate is changing, and we directly feel and see the effects of that 

change locally, in our communities, daily. This includes a higher frequency and intensity of extreme heat events, droughts, 

wildfires, storms and sea-level rise. Furthermore, a changing climate is causing immediate and long-term damage to our 

ecosystem, food production, health, safety, jobs, businesses, and our overall quality of life in the San Diego region. We 

need a coordinated response in our region to climate change. 

18:09:57 Mike Bullock What is NOT said about "WHY" is that humanity is currently on a path to end most life forms on Earth, including our own 

species. 

18:10:29 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Thank you Supervisor Vargas for your commitment to an equitable approach to reaching the zero carbon future 

we all need 

18:11:16 J Z Thank you, SD BOS for finally turning our county in the right direction! 

18:13:04 Craig Jones Sorry to see Sup. Vargas have to leave this discussion; please pass on to her, that continued County sprawl will penalize her 

district communities, not provide the affordable housing needed, and produce more climate 

change GHGs 

18:13:26 Cristina Marquez Thank you Supervisors for being here! 

18:14:29 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Thank you for the welcome and your leadership Sup. Lawson-Remer! 
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18:14:52 LYNDA DANIELS Sierra 

Club 

Thank you! The time is NOW! 

18:15:07 Cathy Gere Yes, thank you so much Supervisor Lawson-Remer! We are grateful for your visionary leadership on this issue! 

18:15:47 Luís César Modesto do 

Rosário Rosário 

Boa noite, todas as noites a Tod@s, Saudações sustentáveis Rosário - Brasil- trabalho na Petrobras Transporte 

S.A. Gerencia Tecnologia . contato: luisrosario@transpetro.com.br 

Time Commenter Comment 

18:18:32 Mike Bullock Lets get real. Cars last 15 years. We can't get zero emissions from cars by 2035 unless we get rid of all of the internal 

combustion engine cars that will be on the road in 2035. That would be too expensive. A better target is the first-occurring 

climate-stabilizing requirement: 80% below our 1990 emission level by 2030. There is a set of enforceable measures that 

would achieve this. They are derived and defined in a peer-reviewed Air and 

Waste Management Association report. 

18:19:17 Craig Jones Murtaza, you have an incredibly important and timely job: not only to take advantage of opportunities for 

reegional coordination between all the cities and the County, but to create and foster new opportunities as well! 

18:21:25 Craig Jones Those hurt first and worst by climate change are our underserved communities 

18:21:52 Frank Landis As a counterpoint to Mike Bullock, we need to keep about half of known petroleum in the ground, and 90% of coal in the 

ground, to keep to the Paris Accord. Mike suggests an emission rate. Globally, we've got a budget that we're using up too 

rapidly. I'd suggest a budget based on not crashing civilization is truly real. I agree that cars won't come off the road unless 

bad things happen, but bad things are already happening. 

18:22:11 Mike Bullock Dr. Baxamusa: please don't say we must "fight climate change." That is not helpful. Instead please say we must "achieve 

climate-stabilizing requirements". 

18:23:49 Vanessa Forsythe Mike B your constant comments in the chat are distracting. 

18:23:54 Kerry FORREST How will this apply to our neighboring county to the South? so much of our carbon comes from Mexico due to 

uncontrolled wild fires and of course emissions from industry and vehicles 

18:25:42 Heather Hofshi We have a plethora of our own issues to deal with, and measures we can take here in SD county, to deal with 

climate change without blaming another country. Let’s keep things focused. 

18:25:58 Brenda Garcia Millan I just want to second what Supervisor Vargas talked about earlier: we need to ensure the RDF centers on equity 

and that it prioritizes our communities of concern. 

mailto:luisrosario@transpetro.com.br
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18:26:08 Mike Bullock Zero carbon is the 2nd climate-stabilizing target. It occurs in 2045, or 2050.  It will not save us if we fail to achieve the first 

climate-stabilizing target: 80% below 1990, by 2030. Note that this is for the industrialized nations. For all nations, the 

reduction can be less that 80% below 1990 by 2030. However, we are part of the 

industrialized world. 

18:26:29 Sonja Robinson Agree...Climate Equity has to shape the plan and guide the plan for all action 

18:27:44 Craig Jones It's certainly necessary to achieve both GHG eliminations and equit; in fact, failure to address climate change 

will lead to more inequity 

18:29:08 Mike Bullock Judge Taylor wrote, many yeas ago, the "enforceable measures are needed NOW. for this reason, the County 

needs to do the primary feasible mitigation measure that was proposed for both the first and second CAP, by the primary 

plaintiff. 

Time Commenter Comment 

18:30:04 Cory Downs any GHG emissions contribute to the negative impacts we are seeing today, lets rally to fight climate change 

and get to zero emissions as soon as we can 

18:31:46 Kori Ellis CCUS can be combined with hydrogen to create clean burning synthetic fuels that every combustion engine can use without 

adding more carbon to the atmosphere. CCUS created fuel can reduce greenhouse gas emissions drastically by every single 

combustion engine on the road today. If we clean the fuel at the pump, imagine the 

impact we can make. 

18:31:51 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

The UN Secretary-General did not mince words, saying that we're at Code Red for Humanity and that we must stop 

burning fossil fuels to do that. SanDiego350's blog on the report is here: https://sandiego350.org/blog/2021/08/13/code-

red-for-humanity-a-dire-warning-from-the-ipcc-and-our- 

climate-action/ 

18:32:25 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

It hasn't been a question for many decades now ... 

18:35:00 Kori Ellis Renewable Natural Gas can have a major impact on our transportation emissions. RNG- derived from animal and land 

waste, RNG harnesses methane, which is a naturally occurring, but potent and dangerous GHG. Renewable Natural Gas 

projects capture this methane from existing food waste, animal manure, wastewater sludge and garbage, and redirect it 

away from the environment, repurposing it as a clean, green energy source. 

18:35:11 Sonja Robinson Can you explain this chart a little more? 

18:35:49 Frank Landis Cycling carbon into and out of the atmosphere leaves carbon in the atmosphere. We need to keep putting out 

GHGs and get them out as fast as possible. 

18:36:09 Frank Landis One question for the IPCC: how much of "land use change" GHG emissions are coming from wildfires? 
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18:36:36 Prasad Naga What is missing in the graph from Elena is that the US/EU have the highest cumulative GHG till date. Present conditions is a 

reflection of past actions. Hence its imperative that the USA step up its measure/investments/commitments to address 

climate change and not point fingers at China/India and developing countries on current trends. Finger pointing might 

score political points but does not provide 

solutions. 

18:36:37 Frank Landis Stop putting out GHGs, not keep putting them out. 

18:36:39 Craig Jones Right, Kori, as long as we completely stop using petroleum methane, and eliminate "natural gas" from 

buildings, transportation, etc. 



 
 

300  

SAN DIEGO REGIONAL DECARBONIZATION FRAMEWORK - DRAFT – NOT FOR CITATION 

Time Commenter Comment 

18:36:39 Tim Snyder No pathway utilizing population control and then, reduction, ever appears to be emphasized. It seems that population 

control is the “third rail” for stabilizing climate change. But if it is people that need production of GHGs, then less 

people would produce less? Seems simple. A lot of these graphics look to echo population 

growth. But population growth is sacred and no one addresses reducing the human load on this planet. 

18:36:42 Ellee Igoe Regenerative agriculture and carbon farming can play an important role on offsetting those GHG emissions 

18:36:42 Bill Tippets I think it basically showed that we are not on track to reduce GHGs to meet the goals.  And it will take really huge GHG 

reductions to meet the <1.5C target, ec. 

18:36:44 Kori Ellis Carbon Sequestration is apart of Cycling carbon. Massive amounts of carbon can be pumped underground and 

stored in California for thousands of years to come 

18:37:09 Vanessa Forsythe In terms of emissions please expalin land use changes 

18:37:09 Ellee Igoe It seems like farming (specially regenerative ag and those small farms practicing carbon farming) and farmers livelihood 

keeps not being included in the conversations or regarded when actual solutions on this field could 

lead to successful strategies to achieve a Zero Carbon region by 2035. 

18:37:26 Dianne Woelke San Diego County has >13.85 MILLION sq feet of plastic grass playing fields emitting methane and ethylene at ever 

increasing amounts. It is not recyclable and ultimately is landfilled or illegally dumped where it continuers to emit these 

gases.  They also leachate hundreds of toxic and carcinogenic chemicals- including PFAS, 6PPD, chlorinated paraffins, 

benzothiozoles, PAHS and more. The 13.85 million figure is exclusive of used tire playground surfaces, residential and 

commercial applications and more. 

18:37:45 Frank Landis The best place to sequester carbon in California WAS the northern forests. Which are burning. This is one big problem: the 

wilder the weather the gets, the fewer chances we have to do anything about it. 

18:37:57 Kori Ellis Craig, I agree. It is possible to stop pulling fossil fuels and create a new renewable fuel that all communities can 

use. Not everyone can afford a new electric car, let alone a used car. 

18:38:12 Bill Tippets Vanessa, I think it means converting natural lands/habitats to developed or ag lands. 

18:38:36 Vanessa Forsythe Thank you Bill 
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Time Commenter Comment 

18:38:37 Mike Bullock What I am saying is that the measure needs to be done, ASAP without waiting for some process, like this effort or like the 

CAP effort. The measure was well defined by the plaintiff, in both lawsuits. It is about a needed car- parking system. The 

system, once it is implemented by the vendor, would be requested by others that have car parking. So here are the steps: 

write a RFP-supporting document and use it to award the project of designing the defined system, implementing, it and 

operating it to a successful implementation. "Successful" means it is favored by most of the employees. When that is 

done, other employers will want the system. The very same system will work downtown, for beach parking, for shopping 

centers, for parking-meter parking, and for pay station parking. The key to keep in mind is that even employees that drive 

everyday will earn more money. Of course those that can get to work without driving, at least some time, will earn 

significantly more money. 

18:38:50 David Harris Kori Ellis- Thanks for sharing the fossil fuel industry perspective. Have seen you message in a lot of SDGE advertising 

18:39:09 J Z I'm not sure that this audience needs many reasons for why we need to pay attention to climate change. 

18:39:18 Cathy Gere ^^^ 

18:39:20 Frank Landis Also, San Diego risks flooding from an 1000-year Atmospheric River Storm. And due to increases in storm magnitude, we've 

got a 50% chance of getting hit by one of these monsters by 2050. An ARkStorm is the 

equivalent of three feet of rain in a month hitting San Diego. 

18:39:21 Dianne Woelke You mean like the remaining last sliver of Mediterranean climate Ag land in the country that developers are 

trying to take over? 

18:39:52 Judi Schlebecker Since in San Diego’s transportation is at least 40% of our GHG, we need to have a great public transportation system that 

people use. In addition less sprawl by be willing to have lower cost housing near transportation 

hubs. 

18:39:56 Prasad Naga Defense industry has been missed out as a source of emission. 

18:40:04 Brenda Garcia Millan I think what’s important to emphasize is that the RDF needs to be as specific and actionable as possible, clearly 

outlining all of the strategies needed to achieve Zero Carbon by 2035. 

18:40:40 Kori Ellis David Harris- I believe you have me confused with someone else. I haven't seen any SDGE advertising. 

18:40:42 Ana Serrano (she/ella) I completely agree Prasad 

18:40:52 Mike Bullock Cars emit way more than electricity. Cars are #1, by a lot, for our cities, our county, our state, and our country. 

18:40:52 Courtney Ransom Agree, Brenda! 

18:41:37 Andrew Meyer Glad they are mentioned carbon storage and sequestration in our natural habitats—existing and restored. 

ReWild Mission Bay and other projects like it. 
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Time Commenter Comment 

18:42:59 Craig Jones NOTE: the trasition to electric vehicles will not happen fast enough for us to avoid disaster, we need to do more 

- and avoid land use sprawl creating more GHGs 

18:44:05 Kori Ellis Water Batteries should be implemented- renewable energy sources and pumped storage power plant creates 

powerful storage system for flexible power supply. The water battery acts as a short-term storage facility and helps 

maintain the grid stability. 

18:44:06 Bea Alvarez - Carbon 

Sink Farms 

We are still using very extractive ways to mine lithium and other minerals needed to manufacture those 

batteries, these mining techniques that are harming environments and indigenous communities globally 

18:44:37 Mike Bullock We need 100% of cars to be BEVs by 2030. We need a schedule of how internal engine cars are phased out for new cars. We 

still need a 32% reduction in per-capita driving with respect to 2005 (selected because this is the 

base year of SB 375.) 

18:45:38 Dianne Woelke we need to stop adding Microplastics, they get entrapped in Mangroves. CA DTSC is working towards 

regulating crumb tire releases into waterways and oceans in their 2021-2023 work plan. 

18:46:09 Judi Schlebecker Bea Alvarez let’s make sure that the local Lithium plant at the Salton Sea doesn’t cause more environmental 

problems. 

18:46:12 John Eldon Protect and enhance urban tree canopy and landscaping. 

18:46:12 Kori Ellis Electrical vehicle batteries allow for a 3% reduction in capacity each year. For example you buy a electric 

vehicle, can charge 100% year 1, by year 10 it has 70-80% capacity left. 

18:46:16 Prasad Naga EVs do not address sustainability because the Lithium that is extracted is a rare earth mineral not as abundant as oil unless 

we invest in recycling lithium. Also, the GHG embedded in manufacturing (steel, cobalt, lithium, copper,aluminum mining) 

these vehicles need to be calculated .  That said, we need to continue to emphasize 

public transportation over private EV cars. 

18:46:19 Craig Jones Legislative change includes changing State laws to replace how cities and counties are put in competition with 

each other, with regional coordination and cooperation 

18:46:36 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

What I didn't hear: We need to stop extracting and burning fossil fuels and invest in environmental justice 

communities. Now. 

18:46:51 Kerry FORREST I live in the rural area of the county, our hills and meadows are being targeted for solar and wind farms. We are losing our 

natural open spaces to these projects. We lose our power of nature vegetation when these projects go in. The power is 

shut off when we have high winds and with not power we have no way to charge an electric vehicle. Instead of large scale 

projects like what was just approved in Jacumba, individual solar systems need to go on roof tops of homes, buildings and 

parking lots throughout the county not just in solar and wind farms in 

our last remaining open spaces. 
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Time Commenter Comment 

18:47:00 Marilyn Bruno We set up microalgae cultivation projects in bioreactors (indoors, outdoors, rooftops getting CO2 directly from chimneys, 

etc.) and open ponds (even on desert lands using brackish water). Microalgae absorbs 100x more CO2 than any land plant, 

an the biomass is used to make biofuels and renewable coproduces (materials, plastics, nutraceuticals, food, feed, etc.). 

San Diego has the great weather to have optimal production year- 

round and be an model for urban algae products. 

18:47:21 Adam Aron Agree with Masada, we need to stop extracting and burning fossil fuels. Now. IEA 2021 said no new fossil fuel 

extraction. 

18:47:31 Craig Jones The way to overcome uncertainties: exercise the will to act. Where there is the will, there IS the way! 

18:47:53 Prasad Naga Promoting EV is promoting a new wave of consumer electronics which will help improve GDP/sale for 

Automotive industry but will not help sustainability. 

18:48:10 Kori Ellis If the electrical vehicle batteries are lithium and can lose capacity each year, even while not in use, imagine what happens 

to the lithium battery storage. This will not sustainable if the capacity factor is decreased every 

year. 

18:48:16 LYNDA DANIELS Sierra 

Club 

Reservoirs must be utulized for solar panels 

18:49:09 Mike Bullock We need a plan, for each type of emission. Yes, as the plan is implemented we will learn and change our plan. 

However, we need to start with a plan. 

18:49:14 LYNDA DANIELS Sierra 

Club 

BE means building without gas lines! 

18:49:21 John Eldon Nuclear used to provide 20 percent of our electric energy, carbon- and smog-free. We have lost half of that through the 

mismanagement of SONGS, and now the state wants to shut down Diablo Canyon. This is going the 

wrong way. 

18:49:34 Prasad Naga Questions to the panelists: 1. When will investments be done in public transportation and when will those take fruition? 2. 

How will the re-using economy be kickstarted so that commodities/goods that are already produced continue to remain in 

circulation until their end of life instead of discarding it. 3. What is the County and City doing to increase direct outreach to 

individuals and businesses to change how we live/work/eat and to put them on a path towards sustainability? 4. Every year 

ambitions and promises are renewed but not backed by policies and progress. What is different in the County this year 

around? What makes these policies legally binding? 5. How do you ensure human and land use conflict does not arise due 

to deployment of solar 

power/wind farm/organic compost collection? 

18:50:33 Sonja Robinson Other: Clean Energy...impacts air quality, etc. 

18:50:34 Craig Jones MAny MORE THAN THREE RESPONSES APPLY! 

18:51:16 Katie Meyer Yeah I’m concerned about all of these 
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Time Commenter Comment 

18:51:20 Pamela Heatherington My 'other' is all the above.? 

18:51:33 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Not listed: increased infectious disease 

18:51:39 Bill Tippets How is the County positioning itself to be the "climate leader" when SANDAG is the regional agency, the 

County's share of GHGs (and contributions to reductions) is perhaps only 20% (???) of the region's GHGs? 

18:51:41 Terri Steele I agree with Craig.  Many are interdependent.  We import over 90% of our water, which informs agricultural 

output, thus food supply and so much more. 

18:51:45 Kerry FORREST Improper forest management with high tree morbidity is also causing the increases in carbon due to wild fires. 

The forests must be better managed to reduce impacts. 

18:52:03 Dianne Woelke >13.85 million _+ other sq feet of plastic carpets emitting toxic gasses is WHOLLY UNNECESSARY and must be 

addressed now as many are due to be removed. 

18:52:16 Jose Torre-Bueno Utilities they need to be bought out 

18:52:50 LYNDA DANIELS Sierra 

Club 

PUBLIC UTIITY NOT investor owner utilities 

18:52:52 Craig Jones Vulnerabilties: all of the above 

18:52:52 Karl Aldinger Carbon Capture & Storage (and CCUS) are not viable tech. industry has failed to implement if successfully for more than a 

decade. we need to stop counting on it as a solution. natural carbon sequestration should be 

talked about separately. 

18:53:02 Anne Sheridan Address overconsumption of materials by building local economies and emphasizing reuse, repair, etc. 

18:53:05 Sonja Robinson fossil-fuel based industries (i.e., utilities) need to transition to clean renewable energy 

18:53:09 Susan Freed workforce development is critical for the new sustainable economy. we do not have enough people familiar 

with these technologies 

18:53:09 Cory Downs One issue that would be helpful to address is the artificially low price of natural gas. In addition to accounting for methane 

leakage the natural gas system costs do not reflect the fact that system wide revenue is expected to decrease while the 

system maintenance costs are expected to increase to the point that rate increases 

would not be able to cover the expected costs. 

18:53:12 Clemencia Pinilla It will be great to have short term and long term recommendations on behavioral changes that can contribute 

to decarbonization 

18:53:15 Marilyn Bruno There are simple ways for building managers to save av. 10% electricity/month and “go Green.” Just using non- 

toxic, effective water treatments in cooling towers and HVACs to remove biofilm buildup is a good place to begin. 

18:53:19 Mike Bullock My first "other" is "a devastating collapse of the human population", meaning we will, for the most part, starve 

to death. 
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Time Commenter Comment 

18:53:19 Jose Torre-Bueno agree that CCS is not a viable solution 

18:53:30 Bee Mittermiller The fossil fuel industry will be fighting our efforts every step of the way 

18:53:31 Kori Ellis UCSD is partnering with Cummins to recycle electric vehicle batteries then those recycled batteries will be placed in the 

"back up storage" to support the grid. Will they also work on recycling the nuclear spent fuel? This could create thousands 

of jobs, power millions of homes for hundreds of years. Nuclear energy is absolutely necessary in order to decarbonize and 

power the grid. 1 reactor is equivalent to 3.125 million PV panels (320 

watts / panel) 

18:53:35 Prasad Naga Transportation sector, meat industry. 

18:53:44 Peter Zahn Some brief comments: 

18:53:54 Adam Aron Agree with Karl. Carbon Capture from fossil fuel plants and methane-> hydrogen are ways for the fossil fuel 

industry to keep extracting. We must not fall for these. 

18:54:01 Vanessa Forsythe Jobs have been a major concern including agricultural workers on front line. But also those left out of the 

decision making but are not considered. Need creation of safer, healthier jobs using enewable energy. 

18:54:13 Peter Zahn Some brief comments: 

18:54:20 Yusef Miller 

Cleanearth4kids and 

NSDC-NAACP 

Other= Disproportionate Concentration of effects in Micro Environments(People of Color), which prevents overall progress 

towards 100 

18:54:25 John Eldon Meat industry is indeed part of the GHG problem. Go vegan. 

18:54:32 Bee Mittermiller Hospitality industry might suffer if people are priced out of tourism and travel 

18:54:42 Toshi Ishihara We need to reduce GHG emissions from air travels, which will hurt tourist industry. 

18:54:56 Ellee Igoe We need to look at the intersections between these issues and not silo them. As a farmer, I see the huge 

disconnect between food security and agricuture/working lands. 

18:54:59 Tim Snyder One vulnerable industry: Tourism. 

18:55:01 Katie Meyer Lots of industries, but also a lot of industries will have worse effects from effects of the climate crisis. 

18:55:06 Bea Alvarez - Carbon 

Sink Farms 

food system is the most vulnerable sector on the economy, with climate patterns changing, farming is even riskier. We 

need to support local regenerative farms implementing carbon farming practices and feeding our 

communities. 

18:55:11 John Eldon Continued reliance on telepresence, telecommuting, etc. 

18:55:35 Bill Tippets The Service sector may be most vulnerable unless the region's transportation system/infrastructuce can be 

radically transformed to allow service industry workers to use transit and other non-follis fuel modes. 

18:55:50 John Eldon Re: conversion of nonproductive oil fields to solar -- Nature Conservancy is doing this with a defunct coal field. 

18:55:57 Jose Torre-Bueno There are relatively few wells in SD 
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18:56:02 Frank Landis Sealing the leaks on oil wells might be a good job, at least for a few years.  Natural gas leaks, especially as we 

retire the pipe infrastructure, should be something we find ways to pay for. 

18:56:15 John Eldon Thank you Frank! Seal the leaks in our NG system! 

18:56:26 Kyle Heiskala, 

Environmental Health 

Coalition 

communities that have suffered over-pollution and under-investment in San Diego are most vulnerable to climate impacts. 

These communities have suffered bad air quality, lack f green space, housing unaffordability and are most vulnerable to 

climate impacts. these environmental justice communities of City Heights, Logan, 

Southeast, National City, San Ysidro need to be invested in FIRST. 

18:56:33 Robin Joy Maxson The unincorporated community of Ramona has not yet been included in the County's identification activity as a 

"Community of Concern" or as having a significant low-income population. 25% of our population speaks a language other 

than English.Our community incudes a significant workforce that does not translate into a work- from-home setting. Many 

of our residents must commute to work with their tools and materials to job sites. 

Or, they must be on the jobsite to provide direct healthcare services.When will the County recognize the vulnerable 

residents of our community and include them (reach out to them) in the planning of decisions that will directly affect their 

future and livelihood?Thank you.Robin Joy Maxson, Chair, Ramona Community Planning 

Group 

18:56:45 Bea Alvarez - Carbon 

Sink Farms 

“Carbon sequestration in soils and vegetation is one of the few ways that communities can simultaneously address climate 

mitigation and climate resilience. Climate-smart agricultural practices (e.g., planting trees and shrubs, using compost and 

mulch) prevent soil erosion, increase soil fertility, and improve the soil’s ability to absorb and hold water. These benefits 

conserve critical agricultural resources, support several County-wide efforts, including the County of San Diego Climate 

Action Plan, and will become increasingly important in the 

fight against climate change”. - SD Food Vision 2030 

18:56:57 Pamela Heatherington While there are no wells in San Diego, we want to buy clean energy. Conversion is upcycling the land to a higher 

use. 

18:58:00 Mary Yang We need to also focus on short-lived climate pollutants such as methane for curbing GHGs. The Physical Science Basis of 

the IPCC has a new chapter of SLCP but there is little mention of this in the summary for policy 

makers. 

18:58:04 Adam Aron Great points Jack! 

18:58:05 LYNDA DANIELS Sierra 

Club 

desalinization is not the answer pollutes the ocean1 

18:58:15 Prasad Naga 👏👏👏👏 

18:58:15 Anne Sheridan Absolutely agree with Jack on pro-rating reductions! 

18:58:18 Cathy Gere I so agree with Jack about the timeline!! 

18:58:20 Rick Bates Great points, Jack! 
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18:58:23 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 
Covid just showed us how disasters exacerbate income inequality and mean that disadvantaged communities 

will be put even more at risk. Climate impacts will do the same thing. We need to make sure that we're investing in our 

communities and ensuring a just and equitable transition 

18:58:27 Mary Yang Environmental Research Letters - All-out, rapid effort to slash methane emissions can eliminate 2030 emissions by 50%, 

slow warming rate over next few decades by > 25% & prevent ~around 0.25(°C) of additional warming in 2050 and 0.5(°C) 

in 2100. (May 4, 2021) Global Methane Assessment - Shows that human-caused methane emissions can be reduced by up 

to 45% this decade. Such reductions would avoid nearly 0.3°C of global warming by 2045. (Climate and Clean Air Coalition 

(CCAC) and the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP), May 6, 2021) 

18:58:31 Frank Landis Great points Jack. Prorate. 

18:58:37 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

++ Jack Shu 😍😍 

18:59:17 Brenda Garcia Millan The RDF must prioritize good union jobs and a jobs pipeline for working-class people of color. 

18:59:29 Maleeka Marsden ++Yeah Jack! 

18:59:33 Ellee Igoe Why aren't agricultural jobs ever included in green jobs? Seems like a huge oversight that I hope isn't left out of 

the workforce plan Supervisor Vargas was announcing. 

18:59:39 Kori Ellis Lynda Daniels, Desalination- can be double processed, the salt can be used in the new generation nuclear 

reactors that help process spent nuclear fuel. The newer generation nuclear reactors can give all of us zero carbon energy 

while cleaning our air and getting off of fossil fuels. 

19:00:02 Wendy M She/Her Great points Craig! 

19:00:03 hope nelson How does air travel impact the issue? 

19:00:28 Jose Torre-Bueno Given the issues with methane a program to trace and fix pipeline leaks would be a good jobs program. Also 

electrification to reduce the extent of the distribution network 

19:00:30 Debra Kramer In agreement with Jack, we need to lower our footprint NOW 

19:00:37 Karl Aldinger please consider a rapid transition for our public transit to all electric. Specifically our trains must go electric and they should 

be an anchor for our transportation. BRT will be challenging to sustainably electrify with batteries. We can and should 

focus on the lowest emissions most efficient solutions in electrifying transportation including ebikes which are an 

equitable mode much more accessible to more people. Bike infrastructure and mixed use buildings will allow people to 

massively lower VMT in ways electric cars will not. 

19:00:37 Toshi Ishihara We need to have large scale GHG sequestering projects funded by the governments that have emitted more GHGs than 

others. Of course, we need to improve natural sequestering, but it will not be enough to capture the GHG already 

accumulated and will be released. 
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19:00:49 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Craig thank you for emphasizing climate justice 

19:01:24 Rosa Alcaraz Yes this has been going on for Decades! Great point Jack to start now and reduce ASAP 

19:01:28 Brian Shuck Car dealers will shut down as most old makers have decided not to seriously pursue EVs in time to keep up. We 

should allow no new ICE vehicle dealerships 

19:01:29 Shelah Ott Well said Gloria! 

19:01:36 Kerry FORREST I agree with the Ramona Planning Group, We in Descanso are in a similar situation, We have a population of lower income 

and ignored. Our communities are underserved in transportation accessibility, energy that is cut off, no broadband internet. 

We are viewed as the perfect site for these energy farms and composting sites. This gets these projects out of the city 

dwellers view, makes them happy and really impacts our country way of life 

and our biodome is greatly damaged. 

19:01:37 Jose Torre-Bueno Its not clear that any large sale sequestration other than natural sequestration will work at all. 

19:02:10 Vanessa Forsythe Is consideration being given to more frequent reporting of health impacts of climate change? Climate change events are 

causing more severe debilitating physical and mental health conditions? People on call aware of climate change impact but 

many others are not. Need people to be informed so they can understand 

intersection and we can determine efforts to mitigate the health impacts. 

19:02:21 David Harris Gloria Conejo- Great comments! 

19:02:22 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

++ Gloria for all of our nieces and nephews + equity + transparency + green union jobs. Escondido - 97 degrees 

today when I was there. 

19:02:29 Marian Sedio (North 

County Climate Change 

Alliance) 

Yes Gloria! 

19:02:31 Katie Meyer Yeah Gloria!! 

19:02:40 Bea Alvarez - Carbon 

Sink Farms 

The concerns about jobs/workforce must include farmworkers and the livelihood of farmers. 

19:02:44 Bob Wilcox Transportation is our largest sector of emissions, and even with fully electrified transit this will remain a 

dominant end use of energy. The most impactful thing we can do is to increase density in areas that are already developed 

to prevent sprawl and reduce vehicle miles traveled. Build up, not out! 

19:03:19 Jose Torre-Bueno totally agree w/ Bob 

19:03:45 Brian Shuck I just want to point out that I see some fossil fuel disinformation talking points above regarding EVs and batteries. There 

are already recycling projects going on.  This is not our problem.  And lithium is not at all rare. 

The proper things are happening in this area. 
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19:04:29 Kerry FORREST Bob, just don't make the backcounty a "district 13" which exists to serve the dense pack communities "district 

1" 

19:04:52 Nastassia Patin Agree with Bob as well. Massively expanding public transit and link residences to jobs will be crucial. Decreasing 

car dependence will have enormous implications for carbon emissions. 

19:04:56 Craig Jones Hydrogen from fossil fuels is NOT the answer . . . 

19:04:57 Jay Lukes, The Lukes 

Network 

This is an issue that goes accross political lines and unions. There are those that sit accross the aisle that believe 

in sustainability. 

19:04:59 Toshi Ishihara Too many people are still looking the other way, and running AC all day long even in the night. We need to educate them. 

We can buy prime TV time at multiple TV stations, and tell them how bad the climate situation 

is and we are the ones who is damaging this planet to “point of no return” 

19:05:04 Dianne Woelke If climate change isn’t brought under control…no one, even union workers, will have jobs….you need to think 

further down the line …..7 generations 

19:05:08 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Thank you Sean and your members for your work. Our goal is to work with you to ensure we can transition 

everyone to a healthy, sustainable future as we go to zero carbon. Green union jobs! 

19:05:12 Kori Ellis Nuclear energy protects air quality- zero emission clean energy. Nuclear energy's land footprint is small. Typically 1000 

megawatt nuclear facility needs a little more than 1 sq mile to operate. Nuclear Energy Institute says wind farms require 

360 times more land area to produce the same amount of electricity and solar photovoltaic plans require 75 times more 

space. Nuclear energy is extremely dense. It is about 1 million times greater than that of other traditional energy sources. 

1 one inch uranium pellet is equivalent to 17,000 cubic 

feet of natural gas, 120 gallons of oil, or 1 ton of coal. 

19:05:14 Ann Feeney Agree with the comments against using CCS. Far better to just stop using/burning fossil fuels in the first place, 

and not depend upon removing carbon from the atmosphere after we have put it up there. 

19:05:38 Vanessa Forsythe We are here with you supporting our workers! 

19:05:57 Heather Hofshi I agree that a robust strategy using many different kinds of green energy is absolutely the way to go— defense in depth, as 

they say. Sean, I would love to hear more about where you think the future of green jobs is going 

and how we can support that transition 

19:05:59 Cathy Gere Electrification provides lots of good pipefitting jobs! 

19:06:26 Craig Jones The poll disappeared 

19:06:29 Adam Aron Agree with Cathy. And we can still have plumbers! 

19:06:50 Brian Shuck Also note: we cannot rely only upon governments to force us to change our ways. Many can stop flying 

frivolously now, as I did 6 years ago. I stopped buying gasoline years ago also.  EVs are getting cheaper. 

19:06:56 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

where's regulation? 
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19:06:57 Gloria Conejo She/Her @Bea Alvarez, yes. we have a large population of farmworkers in N. Inland. they must included 

19:07:06 Adam Aron I don’t see leaving fossil fuels in the ground as an option. 

19:07:15 Terri Steele Right on, Sean! It's an integrated approach that will ensure our success.   Demystifying the broad reach of green collar 

jobs and the skills needed to fill them is critical. Let's make a concerted effort to leverage the oodles of state and federal 

monies available for community and economic development to provide both existing/impacted and *aspiring* 

professionals with training to equip them to swiftly fill the career opportunities across all sectors to support job creation, 

retrofitting residential and commercial buildings with energy upgrades and renewable energy improvements. Perhaps we 

can get some savvy grant writers and PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) contractors to accelerate upgrades with no up 

front cash in ways that will save energy, reduce energy costs for property owners, allow residents to live more comfortably 

and improve the energy integrity of the region's building stock. (The source of a large percentage of any municipality's 

emissions!) 

19:07:22 Ellee Igoe I have no boxesbtoncheck! 

19:07:27 David Harris How about transformation of our fossil fuel economy 

19:07:32 Frank Landis Poll answer: Impactful Deep Transformation is a bit nebulous ..............I'm with Adam, that leaving GHGs in the ground 

is the most important. 

19:07:38 Katie Meyer I think its important that we include a just transition so that workers can be part of green union jobs. We must 

transition away from fossil fuels, but include workers in that. Lots of potential green jobs! 

19:08:00 Gloria Conejo She/Her @katie meyer 

19:08:02 David Harris How about transformation of inequality in our society 

19:08:23 Susan Wayo Policy Support: Align what the CPUC is doing/thinking! 

19:08:24 John Eldon Technology is number one by far. This is how we get increased efficiency, reduced pollution, new jobs and 

economic opportunities. 

19:08:31 Sonja Robinson Goal-based development should have specific metrics and a roadmap to achieve and analyze 

19:08:34 Toshi Ishihara Buy used EVs and give them to those who cannot afford buying EVs. 

19:08:39 Craig Jones Policy support means, changing STate and local laws to allow aggressive regional coordination 

19:08:39 Wendy M She/Her Regional Integration: The County must use the RDF process to ensure continuity in substantial initiatives across the region. 

As an example, the move to electrify buildings (BE) - second only to transportation in GhG - will be vital to achieve our 

climate goals. The County could play a big role in this effort by coordinating with cities to provide access to financial and 

technical assistance, offer draft code language and generally promote similar practices across the region. BE will happen. A 

patchwork of different city regulations doesn’t help developers, 

contractors, or homeowners. Let’s include this type of support in the County plan! 
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19:08:43 Ellee Igoe Other! Funding for pilot projects and bringing grassroots solutions to scale. 

19:08:44 Bea Alvarez - Carbon 

Sink Farms 

we need programs to support existing farmland to continue producing regeneratively or transition from conventional to 

regen ag, encourage new farms and support farmworkers rights and social programs that 

elevate their livelihoods. 

19:08:48 Jose Torre-Bueno We need to include workers but we should not allow the workers to be used as pawns of the companies that 

dont want to decarbonize 

19:09:12 John Eldon Yes to nuclear. Fusion in the future, fission for now. 

19:09:19 Karl Aldinger a Just Transition for affected workers is critical because we are divided on mo 

19:09:25 Susan Wayo We DON 

19:09:27 Gloria Conejo She/Her @jose torre-bueno 

19:09:30 Peter Zahn 1. electricity is the linchpin of decarb – we need to reduce electricity to near zero or zero co2 emissions, and massively 

increase the supply (probably 2X). 2. adaptation is barely off the ground in the County – cities need enormous technical 

and financial assistance, not to mention unincorporated areas 3. extended producer responsibility – County could lead the 

way in requiring producers of products to take responsibility for the costs of managing their products (like plastics) at the 

end of life 4. single use plastics need to be restricted – to reduce fossil fuels and harmful waste 5. equity front and center – 

everyone must be allowed/invited/helped to join or we’ll never reach the tipping point to contain global temperature rise 

19:09:31 Ashley Jabro nuclear energy is great. too much fear mongering about a safe and clean energy source 

19:09:34 Katie Meyer Policy changes and regional integration 

19:09:38 Susan Wayo We DON’T NEED NUCLEAR!! 

19:09:42 Brian Shuck We need to switch to EVs ASAP through bans of ICE, new gas stations, commiting car pool lanes to ZEVs. 

Electricity is already getting cleaner; we just can't let SDGE stop  rooftop solar, etc. 

19:09:44 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Sorry to be blunt, but I feel like this is doublespeak when we know we need to stop extracting and burning fossil fuels and 

transition our energy, transportation, housing and other sectors to renewable energy... 

19:09:48 Karl Aldinger many choices when workers jobs are on the line. 

19:10:10 Adam Aron It’s not possible to scale up new nuclear in the time frame we have, it takes 9 to 19 times as long as building utility scale 

wind or solar and at a cost over 10 times as great, Mark Jacobson, Cambridge University Press 2020. 

19:10:16 Rosa Alcaraz ABSOLUTELY NO NUK! 

19:10:18 Jay Lukes, The Lukes 

Network 

Amen, John 
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19:10:19 Vanessa Forsythe Policy support includes dates for enacting and funding. Peope center transition includes transparency informing 

and involving public and creating jobs. 

19:10:20 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

^^ Adam 

19:10:26 Prasad Naga Revisit economic theories of prosperity definition which relies on extracting/exploiting earth, mass producing and selling it 

at profit for GDP growth. Example selling more cars is good for Automotive sector and is good for 

the GDP of USA. 

19:10:30 Jose Torre-Bueno Given the time and cost to build nuclear plants it is not a viable alternative. 

19:10:33 David Harris John Bennett- we haven’t forgotten Three Mile Island, Chernobyl, Fukushima… 

19:10:36 Ann Feeney We do not have any way to safely remove all of the spent fuel rods in San Onofre, nor any place to put it. Let’s 

take nuclear off the list of options. 

19:10:39 Andres Reyna No new nuclear plants in earthquake zones. 

19:10:44 Shelah Ott Thank you for being here Yusef! 

19:10:48 Toshi Ishihara Dump nuclear waste in the backyards of nuclear industry executives. 

19:10:53 Frank Landis Nuclear needs cooling. Sea level rise makes it problematic near the coast, and our reservoirs fluctuate to wildly 

to be safe coolant pools. Also, it takes 10-20 years to bring a plant online, and that's too slow. 

19:10:59 Preston Brown I think you need rephrase this question the possible selections seem to indicate themes of things that would 

obstruct the progress of decarbonization not as things of themselves that would impact. These ideas need to be separated. 

Thanks. 

19:11:01 Craig Jones It will take DECADES for nuclear generators to be online, in the meantime we need to really promote 

distributed rooftop solar . . . including agressive installation in disadvantaged communities 

19:11:06 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Yusef Divest CALPERS & CalSTRS from fossil fuels 

19:11:09 Heather Hofshi +Yusef! 

19:11:13 Katie Meyer Yassss!! 

19:11:20 Brenda Garcia Millan great message Yusef! 

19:11:21 Gloria Conejo She/Her @Yusef miller 

19:11:22 Jack Shu Yay Yusef Miller 

19:11:27 Debra Kramer Yes Yusef 

19:11:32 Kori Ellis Regarding San Onofre Nuclear Generation Station: Reprocessing the nuclear spent fuel that we currently have 

can create thousands of jobs, create Hydrogen, zero carbon power to desalination. 

19:11:33 Sonja Robinson Yusef 

19:11:36 Kerry FORREST Dump solar and wind farms in downtown san diego and La Jolla 
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19:11:37 Courtney Ransom Hi, I’m Courtney with the San Diego Democrats for Environmental Action and SD Green New Deal Alliance. I love the point 

on geopolitical cooperation and wanted to ask what you think this would look like as a strategy in San Diego. Is there an 

example issue where we could especially leverage geopolitical cooperation? 

19:11:41 Vanessa Forsythe Yes Yusef job training in new industries. Solidarity! 

19:11:42 Jay Lukes, The Lukes 

Network 

We all breathe the same air. 

19:11:46 Katie Meyer *snaps* 

19:11:47 Adam Aron Yay, nice Yusef!!! Let’s work together Union, there are plenty of jobs in the transition. Leave fossil fuels out of it! 

19:11:52 Marilyn Bruno We have been working with DOE (Lawrence Berkeley National Lab, Sandia National Lab, etc.) for the past 3 years, 

demonstrating that the fastest, cheapest green biofuel production is from algae. Production can be done in backyards, 

rooftops, unused land, or mega algae farms - indoor and outdoor. These projects create new jobs (cultivation, biomass 

drying, shipping) and opportunities for downstream green co-products. 

19:11:57 Wendy M She/Her yes Yusef!!!! 

19:12:02 Judi Schlebecker Again the major source of GHG is from vehicles. An essential goal should be a great transportation system with 

low cost housing in transportation hubs. This should be #1 in Goal-based development. 

19:12:25 John Eldon algae -- yes! 

19:12:26 Bill Tippets Without Regional Integration this area will never get on track to get on decarbonization.  That's currently the role that 

SANDAG is supposed to play (at least from the transportation system housing allocation frameworks). But SANDAG is really 

just the cities and county agencies, so those elected officials have to work together, not for parochial interests. They must 

commit to developing real (achievable, fundable, and timely/implementable) programs and projects. And that means 

they must put money/financing into the most 

effective and needed sectors (which embeds social/env. justice. ............. ). 

19:12:34 Brian Shuck What disadvantaged communities need for the coming future: air conditioning, air filtration, and EVs 

19:12:40 Kori Ellis Sir, it is not nuclear waste, it is nuclear spent fuel. More than 90% of the potential energy still remains within 

each rod. 

19:12:45 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Bill, must be regional 

19:13:15 Cathy Gere Public transportation!! So important!! The electric car cannot solve this thing 

19:13:44 Adam Aron That public transportation needs to be electric too Cathy 
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19:14:01 Preston Brown I don’t think Plumbers have to worry, Have a look at Plumber Engineers magazine. They will be direly needed in 

the movement of water and liquids in the future. 

19:14:10 Jack Shu Let's not forget to place reduction of travel and use of energy as what we can do. It is the most cost effective. 

Poor people are already doing it. It's the well to do, high and middle income people who are driving up GHG emissions and 

pollution. 

19:14:11 Tim Snyder Other: A campaign for acceptance of the reduction of most standards of living. 

19:14:13 Kori Ellis Frank Landis, nuclear energy especially the newer generations can be put online within 10 years right in line 

with all of this decarbonization timeline. 

19:14:37 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

++ Bee! 

19:14:39 Ann Feeney We must stop the burning of fossil fuels, methane gas, in our homes. There are excellent all-electric alternatives to gas 

furnaces, gas water heating and gas stoves. The County should mandate that all new construction and major renovations 

be all-electric. The County should also develop a plan to incentivize 

retrofits of existing buildings. 

19:14:41 John Eldon Need plug-and-play (120VAC, 20A) heat pump appliances to replace natural gas dryers and water heaters 

without expensive home rewiring. 

19:14:42 Brenda Garcia Millan Agree with Cathy: efficient public transit is key! it must be affordable and accesible to everyone. 

19:14:44 Jose Torre-Bueno the new gen reactors are still experimental we would not count on them 

19:14:52 Sonja Robinson Great comments Bee +++ 

19:15:01 Susan Wayo Great comment about need to counter misinformation especially from fossil fuel based industries 

19:15:20 Jack Shu Ask the people in Japan what they think of nuclear power. 

19:15:29 Tina Tran As a youth, we need to stop extracting fossil fuel, but also not look to use nuclear energy. Nuclear waste is 

radioactive, we cannot dispose the waste in a safe manner. We see that currently in Japan. 

19:15:41 Ashley Jabro we need more public transportation and that transportation must be near where people live and work. less 

sprawl, more density 

19:15:49 Annie A. I’m a journeywoman plumber for local 230. Its important to use a balanced approach when decarbonizing our regions. 

Renewable natural gas will reduce green house gas emission, divert the landfill waste, and create high- paying Union jobs. 

Renewable natural gas projects capture the methane from existing food waste, animal manure, waste water sludge and 

garbage and redirect it away from the environment while repurposing it as clean green energy sources. I support the use of 

Renewable natural gas, hydrogen, long duration pump storage 

pump storage, CCUS, and nuclear energy as excellent options for this decarbonization framework. 
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19:16:10 Bea Alvarez - Carbon 

Sink Farms 

Land Use (agriculture and conservation) 

19:16:20 Craig Jones Strategies as pathway to decarbonization: YES, transportation and land use!  End land use sprawl, insist on 

coupling development intensification with WORKING public transportation. 

19:16:23 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

++ Nastassia transportation is the biggest component + we need a functional transit system! 

19:16:31 Brian Shuck We need to retrofit housing for getting gas out, including EV charging infrastructure, and solar installations. 

Local microgrids for resilience. 

19:16:43 Kyle Heiskala, 

Environmental Health 

Coalition 

a. we need to invest limited resources in zero-emission mass transit to reduce dependency on cars, and to 

electrify heavy-duty trucks - that charging infrastructure needs to be prioritized in environmental communities first 

19:16:55 John Eldon Public transit is no help without solving the "last mile" problem. The "first mile" problem is trivial to solve with park-and-

ride, bike-and-ride, etc., but if you can't get to your destination and back, public transit is useless. 

19:16:57 Brenda Garcia Millan transportation & land use: we need to stop sprawl development and build more affordable housing within existing 

communities. We won’t achieve our goals if we keep forcing people to drive long distances to carry on essential activities 

like shopping, working or going to school. 

19:17:06 Craig Jones SANDAG's proposed "5 Big Moves" plan is a START to functional public transportation, we need more and faster 

19:17:06 Vanessa Forsythe Great point by Bee not just new buildings but also retrofitting new buildings. Note not everyone can afford an EV still and 

mining of rare elements for and disposable of batteries is an issue. EV not a ure all. 

19:17:08 Mary Yang We need to consider workers that will be affected but we should not fall for false solutions. August 2021 - New Report 

showing why hydrogen is a false solution for replacing fossil fuels for heating & cooking in homes & 

buildings. https://earthjustice.org/features/green-hydrogen -renewable-zero-emission 

19:17:22 Peter Zahn Good point about reactors Jose. Regardless of their waste issues, which are terrible and unresolved, the 

technology is way to costly to go forward 

19:17:25 Katie Meyer Thats true Nastassia, transit is crucial 

19:17:36 Ashley Jabro would like to see the county raise awareness about the negative health effects of gas stoves and offer families 

free or affordable alternatives 

19:17:42 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Mary 

19:17:43 Brian Shuck Autonomous EVs will solve the last mile personal transport problem fairly soon. 
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19:18:17 Terri Steele Right on Yusef (and Nastassia)! San Diego's Barrio Logan has the third worst air quality in the state. I've been working with 

the community to initiate The Green Ride, an app-based electric vehicle shuttle system to address the environmental 

injustices that have plagued free-way and port-proximate communities for years by reducing vehicle trips, addressing 

parking congestion and air quality issues and ameliorate the challenges parking congestion imposes on local businesses. It 

can be easily replicated to create healthier, more walkable 

communities and then interconnect them across the region. 

19:18:36 Peter Zahn Good points about the need for outreach - on issues like building electrification, electric induction cooktops! 

19:18:43 Yusef Miller 

Cleanearth4kids and 

NSDC-NAACP 

Thar's right Terri 

19:18:49 Valerie Lake Some focus and investment should be on new tech to address reducing GHG in Existing vehicles and buildings. 

Solar and EVs are not the only solutions. Much of suburbia will never have convenient public transit or afford EVs and solar 

retrofits. 

19:19:05 Adam Aron Carbon capture and hydrogen and promoted by the fossil fuel industry to keep doing the same thing. 

19:19:06 Danny The City of SD and County of SD's multi-hauler trash collection services are ridiculous. Why are 10+ trash trucks going 

through streets and alleys to collect just 3 waste streams!? In addition to unneeded GHG emissions, trash trucks are the 

heaviest on the road - tearing them up causing undue infrastructure investment from jurisdictions. It also lessens the 

quality of life for residents. Stand up to industry to make the changes necessary to achieve all of these climate goals. While 

some industries will undoubtedly suffer, others will absolutely 

flourish. Sustainable industries should be rewarded. 

19:19:10 Craig Jones Hydrogen is not green today; it's produced from fossil fuels 

19:19:15 Courtney Ransom Energy: Electrification! SDSU Mission Valley committed to building their Mission Valley campus to being nearly 

all electric and LEED Gold building standards on the site. This required a lot of pushing but could be possible for all 

developers. 

19:19:23 Jack Shu We can start addressing transportation by changing our funding system for road and freeway maintenance. 

Changing from fuel tax to road use fees will help reduce congestion and pollution. What we have now is not equitable. 

19:19:32 Cathy Gere Can someone from the unions please explain the link between diverse fuels and jobs? 

19:19:50 Preston Brown This question on strategies, it is splits in the purpose from the question to the possible answers. You ask about strategies 

then you give us choices users of or producers carbon. These are 2 different ideas. For instance, 

ENMERGY is not a strategy. 

19:19:59 Brian Shuck Allow voting on comments here in the future 
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19:19:59 Ann Feeney Agree with Mary that hydrogen and renewable natural gas are not good solutions.  Stopping the burning of 

fossil fuels ASAP should be our approach. We are in a “Code Red for Humanity” crisis that demands immediate action. 

19:19:59 Mary Anne Viney Why are GHGs from aircraft not included in our GHG county inventory? We have many airports located within 

10 miles of low-income and disadvantaged communities. Communities have the right to know. 

19:20:20 John Eldon Replace sprawling business parks and commercial centers with mixed-use with affordable housing. 

19:20:28 Jose Torre-Bueno I dont think we should choose alternatives because they currently are employing workers. It needs to be the other way 

around. We need to figure out the optimal strategies and then retrain any workers who are 

displaced by any changeover. 

19:20:37 Cathy Gere There is not enough renewable natural gas to make a dent climate change 

19:20:50 Ann Feeney ** agree with Jose 

19:21:19 Toshi Ishihara Make public transit free to all county residences. It does not cost much. Only 30% (?) of MTS revenue is 

coming from ticket sales. Then increase gasoline tax and implement road use fees. 

19:21:19 Jack Shu We can also take away the idea that "free parking" exist. all parking should have a price. 

19:21:22 Margaret “Peggy” Budd What makes sense to me is to eliminate more carbon in the air by cutting it at the source; i.e. stop fossil fuel corporations 

from drilling and fracking, and putting the oil in pipelines. This stoppage can be "encouraged" by divesting from these 

corporations, the banks, and insurers that fund their projects. I suggest that San Diego County do that divestment in the 

County's Pension plan. Supervisor Vargas as a member of the SDCERA Board 

could look into that as part of the decarbonization plan. 

19:21:26 Kerry FORREST If you have ever been in a commercial kitchen all the ranges and ovens are gas for good heat control with 

cooking. if you go to all electric you can kiss your fine dining restaurant experiences good by 

19:21:42 Vanessa Forsythe have smaller generation sites that are eltrical and available to communities 

19:21:49 Vanessa Forsythe yes local hire 

19:21:51 Wendy M She/Her A plumber installed my electric heat pump water heater. a low-emission climate friendly alternative to gas 

19:21:54 Courtney Ransom Energy: Energy efficiency and solar incentive programs, especially on bill financing and for multi-family housing 

19:22:01 Jose Torre-Bueno actually that is not true at all induction ranges work fine and there will be a presentation about that in SD 

19:22:09 Bee Mittermiller The water infrastructure in the County is in desperate need of work. = alternate work for gas workers? 

19:22:13 Cathy Gere Thanks for this input. Cristina! We need to make transition jobs into good union jobs!! 

19:22:15 Ann Feeney Induction cooktops have precision control of temperature of cooking. You do not need gas stoves for that 
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19:22:29 Brian Shuck A carbon tax would go a long way towards the goals; reduce ICE use and air travel until planes become clean 

19:22:31 Bee Mittermiller True Ann! 

19:22:36 Craig Jones San Diego region has incredible potential to become a world leading clean energy and storage leader, this can 

create incredible work opportunities 

19:22:41 Brenda Garcia Millan a. Transportation & Land Use: we need to build more missing-middle housing projects (ADUs, cottage courts, 

fourplexes, etc). We can look at examples from other West Coast cities like Portland, Oregon. 

19:22:56 Nancy Petitti Improved public transportation systems must be paired with a large push to increase the number of low/no emission 

vehicles. And a marketing campaign to convince people that they can ditch their cars for public 

transport without experiencing a major loss of accessibility. 

19:23:20 Ellee Igoe What kind of incentives can be advocated for in this Plan to help industry transition to solar, electrical and other climate 

smart practices? What types of shovel ready projects can we include in the Plan to be ready when 

Federal infrastructure $$$ start to flow? 

19:23:48 Jim Peugh I hope that we will seriously look into how to optimize nature-based carbon sequestration. It has some attractive by-

products. It would discourage sprawl and encourage saving habitat for native species. It would probably be relatively low 

cost. We would probably need to improve our fire fighting capabilities, but we are 

going to have to do that anyway. 

19:23:50 Brian Shuck Let's be real on mass transit.  We can't fill the trains with surfboards, etc. We have to get ICE off the roads 

19:23:52 Shelah Ott Ellee 

19:24:03 Clemencia Pinilla I think Vanessa brings a very important point! Thank you Vanessa! 

19:24:06 Bee Mittermiller Kerry, a good cook does just as well with all electric 

19:24:26 Dianne Woelke Hi, Vanessa. I’m a retired Advanced practice and public health nurse. Please provide link to your organization 

19:24:35 Anne Sheridan We should be counting all emissions that result from activity that takes place in the county. For example, this would 

include conducting a life-cycle analysis of products and materials that the county - or even the public at large - purchases 

even if the emissions occur outside of the county. It doesn't matter where the emissions occur if our activity is causing it. 

19:24:54 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

strategies: All of the above 
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19:25:05 Heather Hofshi Fine dining won’t survive the effects of climate change except for the super wealthy if we don’t act. Good chefs can learn to 

cook on new stovetops, but restaurants will struggle in a future marked by frequent disasters and economic instability. 

Doubt people in New Orleans are super concerned about fine dining this week. 

19:25:20 Kori Ellis Technologies that should be considered on path to decarbonization while creating good union jobs during our transition- 

Renewable natural gas, Hydrogen, Carbon Capture Utilization & Sequestration, Geothermal & Long Duration Pump Storage, 

Water batteries, Hydroelectricity, & Heavy Duty Transportation Technologies 

19:25:33 Vanessa Forsythe https://www.climatehealthnow.org/mission health care providers come join us 

19:25:34 Rosa Alcaraz We need to work on our mass trans system by making it affordable so more folks can use the trolley, rail 

service 

19:26:05 Brian Shuck As was said, setting higher gasoline taxes will help 

19:26:36 Jack Shu Let's make sure Project Labor Agreements or Community Benefit agreements are part of the plan. This will 

protect workers, keep quality apprenticeship programs and support local labor. 

19:26:41 Laura Hunter A focus on EJ communities and those that constitute the 'heat-islands' and often the food deserts in our communities 

should be a focus. There could be a very focused effort to address the vulnerability in these neighborhoods. It could 

include building retrofit program (job creator), increases in the urban forest, covering rooftops/parking lots/roads with 

solar panels (job creator). I would also recommend the County help us get rid of the energy 'wheeling' prohibition so that 

neighborhoods could actually create and share energy created and even perhaps an economic benefit to those residents. 

We need to deploy rain water capture and rain water capture (jobs) which could also support community and individual 

gardens through out our urban areas so they 

can become more resilient, food secure. 

19:26:44 Ann Feeney Heat pump water and space heaters, induction cooktops. These are mature technologies, and are in widespread use 

elsewhere in the US and overseas. No reason to use methane gas-burning appliances in the home. In addition, gas stoves 

produce high levels of indoor air pollution, resulting in severe health risks, 

especially asthma and other respiratory diseases. 

19:26:45 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

katie we need to stop sprawl and engage with union members 

19:26:58 John Eldon Revenue-neutral carbon tax-and-rebate. 

19:27:05 Brian Shuck Paint roofs white; no-brainer. 

http://www.climatehealthnow.org/mission
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19:27:10 Robert Lewallen Rob Lewallen, Chair of the Ramona Design Review Board here…… This is a comment about the CA PUC. It seems to me that 

folks generating power with their rooftop photovoltaic systems need to be reimbursed for excess power that they put back 

into the grid - through the utility companies - at a more equitable rate than the meager, exisitng, lower-than-wholesale 

amounts. If we could get that up to closer to what we are charged for power, many folks would then install oversized 

systems…… creating a whole lot of individual electrical power suppliers with no costs other than that to the individual home 

system owners . The infrastructure system is already in place via the existing distribution systems already in place. This 

would eliminate much of the need for new transmission lines and help to reduce the use of dirty electrical generation. 

Thanks for “listening”. 

19:27:31 Cristina Marquez Thank you Cathy Gere! 

19:28:03 Kerry FORREST I agree Rob 

19:28:07 Shelah Ott Go Sonja! 

19:28:08 Debra Kramer I agree Sonja 

19:28:13 Craig Jones Google energy storage ideas: many of these will work well, e.g. industrial size new-generation flywheels, and 

non-flammable next-gen lithium and other batteries. Again, where there is a will, there is the way 

19:28:23 Yusef Miller 

Cleanearth4kids and 

NSDC-NAACP 

Yes Sonja!! 

19:28:24 Brenda Garcia Millan well said Sonja! 

19:28:27 Laura Hunter Last, it would be great if this plan could propose consistent sample policies for cities. For example, Escondido just voted 

down its Planning Commission's proposal for an Urban Greening Plan. This was a huge loss for our residents. This 

decarbonization plan could really offer policies and clear directions on the kinds of actions and policies that are needed in 

the region.  If the County helped fund those actions............................................................. that would also help too! 

19:29:00 Nancy Petitti Agreed, Sonja! 

19:29:05 Bill Tippets Top priorities for decarbonization: reformed transportation infrastructure/system; new housing/development in Smart 

Growth areas; all new building must be zero net energy by 2030 and any sale/redevelopment project must be net zero. 

Finally, micro and smaller photovoltaic and wind (where feasible) facilities should be put on (financed by public funds to a 

reasonable degree) all buildings. Do Not defer to megascale,PV on out lands (wind facilities are much more topographic 

limited, but even these should not be placed in highly sensitive or 

rare habitat areas). 

19:29:11 Craig Jones laura 

19:29:42 Brenda Garcia Millan laura Hunter 
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19:30:02 John Bottorff New nuclear power costs about 5 times more than onshore wind power per kWh. Nuclear takes 5 to 17 years longer 

between planning and operation and produces on average 23 times the emissions per unit electricity generated. In 

addition, it creates risk and cost associated with weapons proliferation, meltdown, mining lung cancer, and waste risks. 

Clean, renewables avoid all such risks. Mark Z Jacobson, Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering & Director, 

Atmosphere/Energy Program, Stanford University 

19:30:15 Kerry FORREST roof top solar with batteries using existing distribution systems is the way to go. The sunrise power link has destroyed our 

viewscape and we still have power alerts and shutoffs 

19:30:20 Terri Steele Cristina - there is a pilot project in San Diego County that provides monies for lower income families to get into the EV 

market...then there are options for EV-PV (Electric Vehicles Powered by Photovoltaics). San Diego needs to be poised to 

immediately harness infrastructure monies coming out of Washington for EV modernization. 

The training of your workers in EV infrastructure and maintenance is terrific! If the County could be a repository for the 

full gamut of state, local and federal incentives available to help each citizen, business owner, laborer with assistance 

(incentives that inspire them to identify and act on where they fit into achieving our regional decarbonization strategy) we 

can really have an impact (and overcome prospective political obstacles 

to boot!) 

19:30:23 Jack Shu One measure of equity is when a person who lives in Logan Heights and travel (on public transit) 5 miles in the 

same time that someone who lives in La Jolla drives 5 miles. 

19:30:36 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Sonja to metrics and a taskforce to ensure equity 

19:30:40 Craig Jones AGain: subsidize installation of photovoltaic solar in underserved communities, on apartment buildings, etc.; for 

more equity 

19:30:48 Katie Meyer Sonja 

19:30:53 Aleksandra Ristova- 

Sanyal 

Well said, Sonja! 

19:30:57 Brian Shuck We need more public education, starting in schools if we need by-in.  Because people are resisting what needs 

to be done already 

19:31:07 Heather Hofshi +Sonja! 

19:31:16 Laura Hunter I agree with Sonja about the creation of a panel or advisory group to oversee the development of the plan. It 

might be a good model that when CARB was developing the AB32 plan, there was a statewide Environmental Justice 

Advisory Group. It might be a good model. 
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19:31:32 Kyle Heiskala, 

Environmental Health 

Coalition 

offer compensation to people living in environmental justices communities for sharing their lived experience 

19:31:34 John Bottorff Carbon capture is expensive, unproven technology. It is unnecessary.  Existing clean energy solutions already 

exist 

19:31:45 Nancy Petitti Retrofitting (Greening) existing buildins can be a low-cost solution that would provide jobs for the construction 

industry as well. 

19:31:57 Courtney Ransom We are freaked out! 

19:32:02 Margaret “Peggy” Budd San Diego County divest from fossil fuel corporations the banks and insurers that back their projects. Supervisor 

Vargas is on the pension board. that can happen now and stop more carbon in the air. 

19:32:14 Shelah Ott Yes Adam! 

19:32:15 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

1) call it something more accessible than RDF 2) community workshops 3) conversations at schools, businesses, churches, 

etc. 4) show people how climate impacts them and invite them to be part of the solution 

19:32:34 Jose Torre-Bueno Divest is a good start ! 

19:32:34 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

++ Peggy Divest from fossil fuels now! 

19:32:36 John Bottorff Ideas for the future….offshore wind to create not just clean energy, but green hydrogen which can be used to 

store energy, power ships, trains, etc 

19:32:38 Dianne Woelke Addiction to fossil fuels and plastics is what has happened. Turn Off the Tap! 

19:32:55 Wendy M She/Her CLIMATE EMERGENCY 

19:33:05 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Adam - specific, enforceable plan that keep fossil fuels in the ground 

19:33:07 Maleeka Marsden A few questions/recommendations: This plan was originally called a “zero carbon” plan, and the goal was to commit to zero 

carbon (getting off fossil fuels entirely) by 2035. I want to confirm that is still the plan? Also, along with the jobs/workforce 

analysis, will it also be coupled with policies to keep workers whole and ensure a just transition? Regarding centering justice 

and equity—will the county do outreach to working class communities of color to create policies to make sure that benefits 

and investments are prioritized in these communities? Lastly, this plan should be specific and actionable (we need this to be 

more than a high level document), and progress should also be tracked. Additionally, measures included should be coupled 

with a cost 

analysis, and ideally identify funding sources as well. 
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19:33:29 Craig Jones Engaging the community: yes, to Sonja's idea of an advisory committee for equity. And also for engagment: KEEP saying, 

publicizing, the need and the potential solutions, positive ideas, OVER and OVER again 

19:33:30 Shelah Ott Engaging the community - working with community leaders in communities of concern and providing compensation for 

participation for those folks. ++ Sonja’s recommendation to create an environmental justice advisory board 

19:33:45 Brian Shuck On the topic of plastics and the microplastic pollution, encourage the purchase of more sustainable clothing; 

see Patagonia and Prana brands. 

19:34:00 LYNDA DANIELS Sierra 

Club 

we can cooperate if there is a will to do so! 

19:34:03 Ann Feeney Adam. Agree with all you are saying. 

19:34:12 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

same for the high school students we work with 

19:34:17 Maleeka Marsden +++ 

19:34:19 Sonja Robinson Thank you for your comments Adam +++ 

19:34:26 Tina Tran Adam 

19:34:26 Jack Shu Equity is also when the air quality from one part of county to another is good enough for a child  to safely play 

outside. 

19:34:32 Craig Jones To end plastics pollution, laws must simply outlaw their use - esp. use-once plastics 

19:34:42 Vanessa Forsythe Agreed we need to communicate hope and action! Yes many young people are resigned to climate change 

ending our world. 

19:34:44 Sonja Robinson Absolutely Jack...thx for saying that 

19:34:46 Kyle Heiskala, 

Environmental Health 

Coalition 

Carbon capture, utilization and sequestration (CCUS) is a false solution to climate change and dangerous distraction. We 

need direct emission reductions, using proven zero-emission technologies 

19:34:50 Laura Hunter It would be great if the County would fund a Climate Commission and climate organizers in every city or at least in every 

region of the County so that there could be direct communication to city leaders from the most impacted communities. We 

need to develop a formal channel of communication and we don't have it now. It would be great to have the County hire 

youth organizers to do outreach deep into the communities. 

19:35:05 Tim Snyder Participation: Be honest with the communities about the changes coming to their standards of living; transportation, power 

usage, real property, recreation, independence and more. 
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19:35:06 John Bottorff “Natural” gas is methane. We need to stop allowing it in new construction in the county. No exceptions. 

There are electric alternatives for everything already available. Combined with rooftop solar makes it all very efficient 

19:35:18 Jose Torre-Bueno The key is going to be engaging workers without making the solution keeping the existing jobs in tasks that 

need to change. The unions need to recognize that their interests are not identical to the companies. 

19:35:33 Shelah Ott Yes Bea! 

19:35:51 Sydney Pitcher Clean transportation, storm water capture and rain harvesting, pandemic preparation and prevention, green 

hydrogen, fire prevention, forest restoration and protection 

19:36:14 Kori Ellis John, methane occurs naturally- through food, through waste, through fertilizer, through animals, and through 

humans. 

19:36:25 Brenda Garcia Millan I think it’s important to work with students. We could use service-learning programs and partnerships with 

universities and k-12 schools. 

19:36:25 Vanessa Forsythe Agree with Maleeka action that is measureable. 

19:36:27 Clemencia Pinilla Thank you Adam! We definitely need think long term! Anything that we can do to make the world just a little 

better. 

19:36:34 Debra Kramer Yes Bea 

19:36:36 Brian Shuck We also need more air quality sensors.  The EPA and therefore SDAPCD has failed us here.  We will not be able 

to measure those equity improvements. 

19:36:51 Cathy Gere Renewable natural gas, 'blue' hydrogen, and carbon capture should not be included in the RDF: these are 

industry strategies for keeping the carbon bubble inflated 

19:37:10 John Bottorff Yes, Kori.  It does. But SDGE is not piping that into homes and businesses.  They drive the fracking industry 

which is incredibly destructive 

19:37:16 Adam Aron Agree with Cathy 

19:37:23 Shelah Ott Ellee 

19:38:03 Ann Feeney Agree with Cathy - keep RNG, CCS, hydrogen out of the RDF 

19:38:06 Brian Shuck Yes, on food, we can buy more at local low-carbon farms. 

19:38:07 Shelah Ott Recommended read is “Global Food Futures: Feeding the World in 2050” 

19:38:08 Sonja Robinson Thx for sharing Elle 

19:38:12 Sydney Pitcher Those are some ways we can fight climate change and do not forget we need to phase out bee killing pesticides. 

19:38:36 LYNDA DANIELS Sierra 

Club 

Agree! Both needed! 
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19:38:44 Toshi Ishihara It takes so much energy to make microchips for iPhone, EV, and others. I heard that Taiwan is building power plants to 

support TSMC and other companies to increase capacities. We need to make people aware of all those costs and impacts 

on our environment. Lots of energy and materials are used to build cars including EVs. We need to reduce our energy and 

material consumptions. Unless people change their behaviors, everyone 

will lose ( very soon). 

19:38:49 Adam Aron We need a plan of Towards Carbon Zero, bold, enforceable, now, and NOT “net zero” or “carbon neutral”: 

those are excuses to do nothing now, and to rely on technological rescue in the future. 

19:38:56 Suzanne Hume 

CleanEarth4Kids.org 

Go Sonja! So many great ideas in the chat! Awesome Community! Thank you, Jack Shu! And, Way to Go Yusef #Divest from 

fossil fuels! Let's make it happen! #Divest SDCERA, Cal PERS, Cal STRS... And, way to go youth, interns, volunteers! Sydney 

Pitcher, great work on #Divestment, clean air, water, stopping pesticides! Healthy soils are vital for a climate action plan! 

We have the pesticide data from what is being used on County of SD Lands. https://cleanearth4kids.org/stop-pesticides. 

We need a strong County IPM! We would love to collaborate! Yes! We need a bold plan. A link to our CleanEarth4Kids.org 

Action Plan is on CleanEarth4Kids.org. 

https://cleanearth4kids.org/clean-earth-4-kids-cap 

19:39:02 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

including aviation 

19:39:21 Mary Yang For engagement - SD Region should have a weekly TV or radio show that engages residents, workers, policy makers, 

businesses -- . Need platform for discussion and education. e.g. can interview homemakers/chefs re. induction cooktops, 

get input from labor, contractors, input from scientists, farmers, CCAs ...................................................... Share solutions 

on what we can do together and individually. 

19:39:33 Karl Aldinger Ellee's point about food supply risk is a huge concern.  Our number one crop in San Diego is non-native 

landscape plants which is a bad priority. 

19:39:34 Cathy Gere the difference between carbon neutral and zero carbon is huge! I hope the RDF really hews to the latter 

19:39:42 Bea Alvarez - Carbon 

Sink Farms 

@sydney pitcher indeed, eliminate the use of pesticides and chemical fertilizers 

19:39:56 Danny we really need to be carbon negative at this point. that is why carbon capture and sequestration is so 

important. use nature - plant trees, apply compost and mulch. even consider planting kelp forests and restoring wetlands 

19:40:09 Danny subsidize regenerative farming 
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19:40:12 Nancy Petitti The fear for the future that so many people are expressing doesn’t seem to have swayed a large percentage of our 

population. The fear of losing their way of living (driving, suburban communities) seems to outweigh the need for change 

to them. One way to convince people would be to start successful model projects that don’t require big lifestyle changes 

for individuals to show the potential benefits of scaling up. 

19:40:12 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Scott - building electrification now 

19:40:18 Bee Mittermiller Thank you, Scott!! 

19:40:28 Kori Ellis Danny- Totally agree!! 

19:40:50 Cathy Gere I agree with Karl Aldinger that natural carbon capture should be talked about separately from technical CCS 

19:40:57 Brian Shuck We should limit hydrogen delivery, even when we get green hydrogen, as who will have H2 pipes in their neighborhoods? 

19:41:04 Shelah Ott Prioritizing communities of concern in electrification is key so they’re not left behind or further burdened by 

costs they can’t afford. Funding and creative solutions are needed 

19:41:06 Adam Aron Agree with Karl and Cathy. 

19:41:10 David Pearl Well said, Bea - agree 100%! Sequestration benefits of carbon farming are highly applicable in San Diego 

County and represent a win-win solution. As you said, incentivization and pilot projects are the path forward. 

SanDiego350’s Food and Soil Committee strongly supports this. 

19:41:12 Courtney Ransom Scott, so cool to hear! 

19:42:03 Heather Hofshi Scott! Better to act now than have to fix our avoidable mistakes later. Penny wise and pound foolish 

19:42:06 Brian Shuck Yes; per the caller. No more gas allowed in new construction is another no-brainer. 

19:42:13 Karl Aldinger Building Electrification is definitely a critical move. Solar plus electric appliances are the most efficient and 

cheapest, most cost equitable route. Gas prices will rise as it is phased out which places heightened burden on the last 

people who are left using gas. 

19:42:30 Toshi Ishihara County staff members, Thanks for arranging and supporting this event. 

19:42:39 Adam Aron Agree on building electrification, let’s do it! 

19:42:42 Sonja Robinson Thank you County Staff 

19:42:43 Cathy Gere The new UCSD Hillcrest Hospital is projected to be 96% electric 

19:42:46 Ellee Igoe you are doing a great job facilitating! 

19:43:02 Nancy Petitti Can we get a copy of this chat stream? 

19:43:20 Kori Ellis You're doing a great job! 
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19:43:31 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

click the 3 dots and say "save chat" 

19:44:15 Nancy Petitti Thank you, Masada! 

19:44:28 Sydney Pitcher Also, we should start building  buffer zones that will reduce coastal flooding in the wake of rising seas. 

19:44:34 LYNDA DANIELS Sierra 

Club 

cruise ships pollute our oceans! 

19:44:35 Scott Shell I'd also like to recommend consideration of embodied carbon in new construction. There have been huge progress in the 

last few years to reduce embodied carbon in a cost effective and replicable manner. San Diego 

region already uses limestone/Portland cement and could be a leader in this regard. 

19:44:36 Frank Landis I'd love to see architects design homes whose roofs can hold enough solar to charge a car once per week (4 miles driven 

per kWh). How about garages where there's space next to the main circuit breaker box for a house battery? How about 

garages under apartments that are above the local water table, so that we don't 

have huge amperages meeting dirty water? 

19:44:52 Craig Jones Robin: the most cherished values of our rural communities will be best served, by keeping them rural - stop 

urban/suburban sprawl 

19:45:01 Brian Shuck For Robin and horse trailers, etc. Within 2 years, electric pickups will be out and better than the old ones 

19:45:04 Jack Shu No reason why all new homes and buildings should be net carbon zero with no off sets. 

19:45:59 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Jim to public outreach and communication 

19:46:02 Ashley Jabro well said jim 

19:46:05 Adam Aron Good point Jim 

19:46:07 Kerry FORREST To engage with the community you need to talk with the planning groups who hold community meetings once 

a month in the community with the community 

19:46:09 Nancy Petitti Thank you, Jim!! Communications are key! 

19:46:13 Brian Shuck Per Jim's call: we need very much public education to undo decades of disinformation 

19:46:16 Jack Shu Great point Jim 

19:46:48 Suzanne Hume 

CleanEarth4Kids.org 

Yes! Building electrification! Stop natural gas in new construction! Why should people be exposed to air pollution when 

they are cooking dinner? Great job to Jim Wang for ALL of his important work and video with Leana and youth! Go SD 

Building Electrification Committee! Go Encinitas staff and city council for SO many 

reasons! 

19:47:21 LYNDA DANIELS Sierra 

Club 

Stop calling it natural gas - call it methane + pollutants! 
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19:47:34 Courtney Ransom On engaging the community: granicus is awesome—get people on granicus, get young people on with creative 

content on new channels of social media (Instagram, TikTok?), give people food/things/money/appreciation when they 

participate 

19:47:44 Yusef Miller 

Cleanearth4kids and 

NSDC-NAACP 

AMEN RICK!!!! 

19:47:54 Adam Aron Just transition for the union workers … great points Rick 

19:48:02 Susan Wayo Agreed! Not “natural gas” because it isn’t! It is methane +! 

19:48:11 Brian Shuck For the many jobs will be be going away, we need much retraining. But more importantly, as we go to more 

robot and AI work, a Univeral Basic Income would be needed. 

19:48:16 Jose Torre-Bueno Rick is spot on. 

19:48:38 Yusef Miller 

Cleanearth4kids and 

NSDC-NAACP 

Let's lay it out clearly for our Labor Brothers and Sisters!!! 

19:48:41 Vanessa Forsythe Yes aviation and GHG big issue and we should be looking to impact at county level and our airports. Yes stop 

calling it "natural gas". It is a lot about the way we are told things are and mis communicated 

19:48:52 Jack Shu Rick makes wise comments. 

19:48:57 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

++ Rick! 

19:49:00 Katie Meyer Agree with Rick\ 

19:49:01 Tessa Pierce Ward 

(she/her) 

Methane was mentioned earlier in the chat, but wanted to bring it up again. Methane warms the planet 86 times as much 

as carbon dioxide over a 20-year period. Reducing methane emissions can provide some immediate benefits as we work on 

longer-term decarbonization. Reduction strategies include fixing gas pipeline leakages (or ideally reducing gas transport and 

utilization as much as possible), driving improved agricultural practices, and ensuring improved waste treatment and 

diversion, including food recovery and composting. 

19:49:08 Marilyn Bruno Register for DOE webinar on 09/15 - Local Energy Action: Building an Equitable and Sustainable Future with Communities - 

https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_qRp07KZvQ3OBvSxjadXkxw 

19:49:10 Clemencia Pinilla I think the fact that we are having this discussion is a good start to hear all the voices.  I do not think that today 

we are being presented a plan. I find fascinating that the voice of the youth is much more concern and more open to new 

ideas! We must be open to new possibilities. 

19:49:29 Murtaza Baxamusa https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sustainability/regional-decarbonization.html 

http://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_qRp07KZvQ3OBvSxjadXkxw
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sustainability/regional-decarbonization.html
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19:50:06 Scott Shell San Francisco is doing interesting work on a plan to decarbonize large commercial buildings over a decade. Requiring a 

Strategic Decarbonization Assessment and timeline aligned with existing building leases and renovations.

 https://sfenvironment.org/energy/strategic-decarbonization- 

assessment#:~:text=A%20long%20term%20financial%20planning,and%20electrification%20in%20San%20Franci 

sco&text=The%20Strategic%20Decarbonization%20Assessment%20(SDA,owners%20be%20more%20carbon%2 

0aware. 

19:50:10 Rosa Alcaraz I think you should contact schools, the CBO's in the community to help spread Decarbonization because I don't 

think that most folks understand decarbonization! 

19:50:10 Rebeca Appel | County of 

San Diego 
Link to some reports mentioned in Elena Crete presentation: IPCC 6th Assessment Report (2021): 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/ - Zero Carbon Action Plan, Sustainable Development Solutions Network: 

https://www.unsdsn.org/Zero-Carbon-Action-Plan 

19:50:36 Brian Shuck I just want to point out that the time for the actions that we are discussing was 10 or more years ago. We are 

now in an emergency caused by emissions from decades ago, as i understand. 

19:51:04 Suzanne Hume 

CleanEarth4Kids.org 
Rebates... for gas powered Leaf blowers, lawn blowers, farm equipment. Let's protect workers and public from 

toxic pollution and greenhouse gases. SEQUEL is a group meeting every other Wednesday at 3 pm. Please join us! 

19:52:09 Ellee Igoe Come take a tour of our work on carbon sequestration and climate smart ag ................ solidarityfarmsd.com/tours 

19:52:10 Brian Shuck For employers: educate them to not require that peoplle drive in every day for no reason, for those who can work from 

home. 

19:52:15 Tim Snyder Best Strategy: Be honest about the effect of programs to control "climate change" on the county residents. 

19:52:18 Marilyn Bruno Aequor is in several projects with DOE. We can provide info on the many federal loans, credits, incentives for green 

products. mbruno@aequorinc.com 

19:52:28 Vanessa Forsythe Murtaza please keep public part of Regional Collaboration communications. 

19:52:53 Cristina Marquez Berkeley Report - https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/7197687-UC-Berkeley-report 

http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
http://www.unsdsn.org/Zero-Carbon-Action-Plan
mailto:mbruno@aequorinc.com
http://www.documentcloud.org/documents/7197687-UC-Berkeley-report
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19:53:06 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Hello - Masada Disenhouse with SanDiego350. Live in D2. Glad this process is underway - thank you. The biggest pieces for 

me are 1) This must be a regional effort, with a county-wide effort to build transit, affordable housing, and a green 

economy. 2) It must be bold, and it must start now. We must stop kicking the can down the road. There's no mystery 

about what we need to do - stop sprawl development, create a functional transit system, go 100% renewable energy for 

all home + business needs, etc. 3) The RDF must be specific and actionable - it can't be another unenforceable aspirational 

target, but an actual plan. 4) It must invest in making a healthy, sustainable future for everyone - end the disparity in air 

quality, access to transit and housing. And it must ensure that impacted workers are fully supported and protected during 

the transition. Question: What is the plan for working regionally - coming up with an accountable plan that actually gets 

done, across the county 

and 18 cities? Thank you! 

19:53:28 Scott Shell Some pilot projects to retrofit existing homes would be very helpful. Menlo Park is doing some interesting work in this 

regard, while avoiding expensive electric panel upgrades: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kojIFDKDtZU 

19:53:30 Andres Reyna Local non-profit is working hard to increase our urban forest, https://www.treesandiego.org/ 

19:53:41 Rick Bates Masada 

19:53:44 Masada Disenhouse 

she/her 

Thank you for your work Murtaza 

19:54:05 Sonja Robinson Murtaza...ECJ 

19:54:07 Rick Bates Thank you Murtaza and staff! 

19:54:10 Andy Pendoley | MIG 

(Meeting Moderator) 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sustainability/regional-decarbonization.html 

19:54:20 Courtney Ransom Thank you staff for your work on this. It means a lot to have the county taking action, and it feels meaningful 

that we get to participate. 

19:54:42 Shelah Ott The regional decarbonization framework needs to be as specific and implementable as possible so that there is a concrete 

pathway to actually achieve Zero Carbon by 2035. I know many of us are afraid this will end up being another document 

that is focused on goals and values rather than the action steps that are needed. The RDF should also include a range of 

provisions to secure workers’ rights and livelihoods as the regional economy shifts to a Zero Carbon economy, and 

prioritize good union jobs along with a jobs pipeline from Communities of Concern for working-class people of color. We 

need metrics and concrete action steps that reflect the crisis 

we’re in. 

19:54:57 David Harris Thank you Rebeca and Murtaza 

19:54:58 Courtney Ransom True Shelah! 

19:55:11 Heather Hofshi Masada 'Let’s' have vision and be bold, instead of stumbling one step at a time and getting there too late 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kojIFDKDtZU
http://www.treesandiego.org/
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sustainability/regional-decarbonization.html
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19:55:21 Brian Shuck Thanks all 

19:55:23 Rosa Alcaraz Thank you as well 

19:55:25 Dianne Woelke Agree with stopping urban sprawl into the WUI….people are having home owners insurance non-renewals in 

the thousands in this county….their know. Municipalities need to listen! 

19:55:25 Shelah Ott Heather 

19:55:26 Philip Gibbons Thank you 

19:55:27 Vanessa Forsythe Thank you staff it was worth attending. 

19:55:28 David Flors On behalf of Vice Chair, Supervisor Vargas, thank you everyone for all of your input, ideas, discussion. This has been a very 

rich conversation!! Appreciate all of your time and engagement! Thank you County staff! 

19:55:28 Sonja Robinson Thank you... 

19:55:28 Tina Tran Thank you 

19:55:29 Jack Shu Nice workshop, lots of public comments. 

19:55:29 Sean-Keoni Ellis Thank You all! 

19:55:30 Suzanne Hume 

CleanEarth4Kids.org 

Reduce plastics! Plastics emit methane (Dr. Sarah Jeanne Royer's discovery.) We must continue to pass Single Use plastic 

ordinances and work for natural grass- not synthetic turf! Great job youth for your videos! 

19:55:30 Robert Lewallen Andy - good moderating…. 

19:55:33 Clemencia Pinilla thank you! 

19:55:33 Shelah Ott Thank you all! 

19:55:34 Katie Meyer Thank you! 

19:55:34 Heather Hofshi Thank you! 

19:55:34 Cristina Marquez We thank you! 

19:55:38 Frank Landis Thank you! 

19:55:49 Mike Bullock I got a postcard about the widening of I-5. The BOS should object! 

19:55:51 Susan Wayo Great program! Thanks 

19:56:40 Terri Steele Wonderful work, team! The energy exhibited here tonight is inspiring! so excited for what's to come... 

 

 


