






Read and Save This Booklet

If My Area is Evacuated, Can I Go 
Back? 

If your area is evacuated, state or local officials will 
provide information through the media about returning 
to your operation.   If possible, leave food and water 
for animals.  If you are allowed to return temporarily 
to care for animals or crops, you will be given specific 
instructions on routes to use and safety measures to 
take. 

What Would Happen After the 
Emergency?

The emergency phase covers all actions taken from the 
beginning of an incident until the San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station has been brought to a stable or 
shutdown condition.  The post emergency phase is 
where further radiological assessments take place and 
where recovery operations occur.  During the post 
emergency phase, County, State and Federal officials 
would continue to sample the air, water, soil, crops 
and animals in potentially affected areas to determine 
if contamination is present.  They would provide 
instructions on methods you could use to decontaminate 
animals, food and property, if necessary.  Local and state 
officials will make decisions regarding the use and sale of 
contaminated food products and commodities. When it 
is  determined that these products cannot be sold, local 
and state officials will provide information on disposal. 
You will be informed about how to submit requests for 
financial assistance, if appropriate. 
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Read and Save This Booklet
Who’s going to pay 
for losses due to 
contaminated food 
products, other 
commodities, and 
property?  

In 1957, the U.S. Congress enacted the Price-Anderson 
Act as an amendment to the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954. Its purpose was to encourage the commercial 
development of nuclear energy and to establish a 
framework for handling potential liability.  The act 
requires the operators of nuclear power plants to provide 
financial protection against public liability caused by a 
nuclear incident. 

In 1956, stock insurance companies created an insurance 
“pool,” now known as American Nuclear Insurers (ANI), 
to respond to the needs of the nuclear industry. The 
pooling concept provides a mechanism to amass the 
large amounts of insurance capacity needed to insure 
the nuclear risk. ANI members include many of the 
largest insurance companies in the United States.  Each 
operator of a nuclear power plant has liability coverage 
of $300 million dollars, plus an additional $10.5 billion 
in secondary financial protection.  Under the act, if at 
least 15% of the $10.5 billion of secondary financial 
protection is anticipated to be used, the U.S. Federal 
District Court (9th District) would make decisions on 
who gets paid and how much would be paid.  

Once a nuclear power plant incident occurs, ANI would 
immediately send staff to the area affected and would 
set up claim centers in coordination with state and local 
agencies. 

Notes, Telephone Numbers: 
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