
CREST/DEHESA/GRANITE HILLS/HARBISON CANYON 
SUBREGIONAL PLANNING GROUP 
FINAL AGENDA - March 10, 2025 

DATE: March 10, 2025 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Crest Community Association Clubhouse 

113 North Park Drive, El Cajon CA 92021 

A. ROLL CALL
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (optional)
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Meeting of February 10, 2025
D. PUBLIC COMMUNICATION

An opportunity for members of the public and Planning Group to speak on items within the jurisdiction of
the Planning Group and not on the agenda.  Time limit 3 minutes.  No group discussion, action, or vote.

E. ACTION ITEMS  - Discretionary projects, tasks, motions, proposals requiring a decision or vote
1. Letter in support of San Diego County Unsafe Camping Ordinance
2. Adoption of capital improvement and maintenance projects for county-maintained areas.

F. GROUP BUSINESS  - Reports, updates, announcements, administrative discussions
1. Presentation on homeowner insurance related issues and relationship to land use by Jim Kelly.
2. Announcements and Correspondence Received.
3. Discussion

a. Community plan, fire resolutions and related actions update
b. Announcement of vacancy in seat 8 (Dehesa)
c. Consideration of applicant(s) to fill vacancies for Seats  5, 11, 13 and 14.

4. Meeting updates.
a. Reports on and upcoming BOS, PC and other Hearings/Meetings.
b. Chairman’s/Vice Chairman’s Report
c. Member reports
d. Next meeting date Monday, April 13, 6:30 PM at Crest Community Association

G. ADJOURNMENT

Planning Group Members: 
Crest 1. Michael Rich 2. Pat Ulm 3. Ron Nehring 4. Diana Griffin
Dehesa 5. Vacant 6. Christina Becker 7. Paul Healy 8. Bill Bretz
Harbison Cyn. 9. Mary Manning 10. Robert Lutz-Partain 11. Vacant 12. Dave Geiger
Granite Hills 13. Vacant 14. Vacant 15. Tim Lucas

Chair Vice-chair 
Ron Nehring, 619-743-6402 Tim Lucas 

The Final Agenda will be posted at meeting site, 72 
hours prior to meeting. 

Receive the Planning Group 
agenda and meeting 
announcements by email.  Scan 
this QR code and sign up online. 




CREST/DEHESA/GRANITE HILLS/HARBISON CANYON 
Minutes of the meeting on 10 February 2025, at Crest Community Clubhouse, 113 N Park Drive, El Cajon, CA 

92021 
 
 
A.  ROLL CALL.  Chair Ron Nehring called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM, and the roll call was conducted. 
Planning Group members Ulm, Nehring, Griffin, Bretz, Manning, Lutz-Partain, Geiger, and Lucas were present, 
forming a quorum of 8.  Rich, Becker, Healy were excused. Seats 5, 11, 13 and 14 are vacant. 
 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (optional) .  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion made by Member Ulm to approve minutes of January 13, 2025.  
Motion assed (8 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain) 
 
D. PUBLIC COMMUNICATION 
  

Kyle Hermann from Senator Brian Jones – Introduction and made himself a resource for our SPG Board.  
Supporting Fight for our Firefighters Bill to staff CalFire 365 days/yr 

Matthew Phy (and interns) – Supervisor Anderson’s office 
Dave Richardson (Crest resident) requested to agendize getting a Rural Bus back to Crest 

 Member Geiger – cell phone towers on his property to manage defensible space and implement 
county regulations – asked attendees if anyone else had similar issues 
 
E. ACTION ITEMS  - Discretionary projects, tasks, motions, proposals requiring a decision or vote 
 

1. Presentation by San Diego County Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) and CalFire concerning 
hazardous condition and wildfire threat posed by Stoneridge County Preserve – Chair Nehring 
introduced and provided background on this item – 4 yrs ago the planning group formed a working 
group concerning wildfire threat mitigation and evacuation, where they had 3 yrs of meetings with 
stakeholders concerning Suncrest Truck Trail, evacuation and the conditions of public lands which 
resulted in the SPG approving 7 resolutions advising the County of San Diego concerning action to 
reduce wildfire risk and improve evacuation in Crest, Dehesa, Granite Hills and Harbison Canyon.  
Resolution 7 concerned the Stoneridge Preserve (240 acre site).  CalFire - Ryan Silva, Deputy Chief- 
Community Risk Reduction and David Pietrczak, Battalion Chief) briefed on their work with DPR to 
reduction vegetation and not destroy the Preserve itself.  DPR has already remove vegetation on the 
southeast side (100 ft) of the preserve that backs up to homes in Harbison Canyon.  CalFire, working 
with San Miguel Fire & Rescue (CAPT Rich Durrell), DPR agreed to widen the fuels break up to 200 ft in 
areas that would be applicable.  East side (Albar to Eucalyptus Park area) is already completed and 
they will start working on the southwest section clearing the existing the footprint that was previously 
done.  CalFire also using their mini-excavators to clear Valley View Truck Trail (off Horsemill to 
Walmart).  CalFire can not do defensible space inspections where they is no home on the property, 
requested CFSC to contact these parcel owners to reduce the vegetation on their properties to create 
a buffer on the top side of the preserve.  Calfire will work with DPR to clear (but not widen) the small 
truck trail by Old Mountain View Road.  Chief Pietrczak restated that this clearing will not stop a fire 
but will allow time for emergency crews to come in/out and residents to evacuate in a more safe 
manner.   
 
Question by attendee – asked if this was a going to be regular maintenance or just once.  Chief 
Pietrczak current fuel break is performed on a 2-3 yrs rotation and what they are doing now is just 



reopening up what was already done to maintain good clearance.  CalFire des have a maintenance 
plan, but due to more communities trying to build defensible space, they are getting overloaded with 
projects and the maintenance will get done depending on the availability of CalFire resources.  With 
the Fire bill mentioned, if approved that will provide additional resources year around to assist with 
the mitigation of fuels.   
 
Member Manning asked how fuels mitigation gets addressed – does the FSC need to request.  Deputy 
Chief Silva responded that yes, they should contact him directly.   
 
Vice Chair Lucas asked if equipment could widen/improve Valley View Truck Trail for evacuation.  Chief 
Pietrczak responded that this TT and Suncrest TT were “mid-slope” (means they run across the middle 
of the slope and potential for extreme fire behavior).  These TT should only be used for ingress/egress 
of emergency vehicles when other access roads are being used for evacuation.  If these TT were to be 
used for evacuation, it will require 2-way traffic and there is no future plans to improve these for 
residential evacuation.   
 
Chair Nehring asked Chief Pietrczak to provide a briefing on in the advent of an emergency what Crest 
residents should look for and where they should not go to and why.  Chief Pietrczak responded to use 
the main roads for evacuation and use the emergency apps to provide an the evacuation route and 
Sheriff/CHP will provide information on road closures and most likely Crest residents will be using 
Mountain View and La Cresta.  But in the advent there is no safe evacuation route and sheltering in 
place is not an option, the incident commander can choose to possible stop emergency vehicles from 
coming up and utilize Suncrest or Valley View TT as evacuation depending on the path of the fire.  
 
Chair Nehring asked the consequence if someone starts heading down one of the TT.  Chief Pietrczak 
responded that they evaluate these TT every year on their usage and what maintenance is required, 
but due to weather conditions could change and then become impassable for 2-wheeled vehicles, 
animal trailers, motor homes and the consequences could be great since these are single lane roads 
and now everyone is stuck and the impending fire could be coming or now emergency vehicles can not 
pass to get to the fire.  Essentially consequences could be very great if residents decide on their own to 
take these TTs to evacuation.   
 
Member Griffin asked if the current fuels mitigation at Stoneridge was a one-and-done.  Chief 
Pietrczak responded that it is more of a higher level conversation and that Calfire has provided 
resources to do the initial work, but as far as maintenance plan will be an agreement between DRP 
and CalFire, probably be about every 3 years. 
 
Chief Pietrczak mentioned they are looking at sites to increase their crews to handle all the fuels 
reduction requirements in this area and up to Ramona if necessary. 
 
Carl McCullough (Regional Manager, DPR)  thanked CalFire for their support/expertise at the 
Stoneridge Preserve because with their current manpower DPR couldn’t maintain the fuels mitigation. 
 
Attendee asked regarding the Crest Ecological Reserve and why Lakeview Trail and Cross Timbers Trail 
is not being maintained.  Chief Pietrczak responded that SDGE since it was a utility road and if it is 
maintenance for emergency vehicles ingress/egress, CalFire will not address unless it is contiguous 
with other projects they have going on.  Attendee requested who to contact to clear trails.  Chief 
Pietrczak – if it is on the Preserve/protected area, unless there is a need or a request from 
community/FSC/etc to address. 



 
Attendee mentioned that the resource management plan when the reserve converted to open space 
indicated they will allow fire breaks and fuels mitigation.  Chief Pietrczak responded that they have all 
the legal processes taken care of and just wanted to get public support and provide information. 
 
Attendee asked about the property coming up the La Cresta below the mobile home park and her 
concern about the overgrowth of vegetation and structure fire on Hamlet.  Chair Nehring asked Rich 
Durrell, Division Chief Operations SMFR to respond – he responded that SMFR does not have the 
funding/resources so will work with CalFire to address.  There is not one thing that will fix it all, SMFR 
is working with the State.   SMFR helps with wildland fires but it is SRA (State Responsibility Area - 
CalFire), ground and bushes and SMFR hardening  of the homes.  Chief Durrell recommended adding 
Genasys Protect app as a tool for all residents to maintain awareness.  It’s a balancing act with the 
limited amount of funding/resources and things will get better. 
 
Attendee asked if there was a CERT Training Program in Crest.  Chief Durrell responded we are 
teaming up with San Diego County to extend the area to East County. 
 
Attendee asked CalFire where on the map where the additional 100ft of fuels mitigation closer to 
Harbinson would be @ Stoneridge.  They indicated because of steep topography of the area they have 
to be careful due to taking out too much and causing mudslides.  They spoke with homeowners, stay 
out of the drainages, but they found spots where it was not too steep to mitigate fuels.  Attendee then 
asked about along Mountain View where it turns into Frances (ravine) can they do 200 ft.  Calfire 
response was no because it is a Preserve, but assured County Board of Supervisors about 2 yrs ago 
decided to do a 20ft roadside clearance program and found the primary  evacuation corridors and 
worked with the County FSC and is on a yearly maintenance program. 
 
Member Griffin asked if residents fence is within the 20ft clearance and do you approach them?  
CalFire response was they do not do the maintenance or approach the resident. 
 
Kandhy Franklin-Collins would like to improve the communication between CFSC and CalFire in the 
sense that CFSC will contact residents/owners. 
 
Chair Nehring asked them to summarize what actions have been committed to and are underway or 
about underway and then what is under discussion so we have a clear understanding of what is 
coming and what is being discussed as a possibility concerning Stoneridge Preserve.  Chief Sylva 
addressed defensible space inspections – 5 positions funded by county and 3 positions funded by state 
a total of 8 defensible space inspectors for San Diego County Fire Protection District.  They will be 
looking at homes surrounding Stoneridge Preserve and if they are in compliance will permit its own 
fuel break.  They are currently hiring there DSI in March.  He recommended residents get involved with 
FSC so we can work together for education and community outreach. Also download the Genasys 
Protect app.  CalFire will start working with DPR to start cutting on the Harbison Canyon side.  Some of 
the crews were laid off, but can work year round if funding is approved.  The 20ft road clearance will 
be brought back up on the maintenance cycle.  The topside by the ridgeline near Old Mountain View 
Road will get cleared up.  Chair Nehring asked the benefit of the clearing up, could slow down a slow 
moving fire.  Chief Pietrczak added if planes are putting down retardant, they would prefer to have 
something that backs it up and the cleared area will do that and increase the effectiveness.    Chief 
Sylva asked that the CFSC to reach out owners so CalFire could assist in clearing these parcels and look 
for opportunities.  Kandhy said that CFSC will work with other FSCs to get that information. 
 



Attendee asked what is the status of Suncrest TT being an evacuation route.  Chair Nehring responded 
that the planning group has approved a resolution to make that road a 24/7 365 all weather condition 
available at the discretion of the incident commander and that is not where the condition is now.  We 
have been pursuing through the County voluntary easements since the entire road is private and the 
planning group has been encouraging property owners along the road Suncrest Truck Trail to sign on 
to a voluntary easement to allow for more improvements.  Most have signed, but not all.  Calfire 
responded they have committed to maintain STT as a usable road for them and if we need to send 
residents down that road.  They will never call it an evacuation road in the condition it is in, it is 
considered an emergency route specifically designed for resources to access Crest to defend 
life/property.  There may be an event where the incident commander feels the need to send residents 
down that road.  Calfire said they would have to go through a legal process with a multitude of forms 
to get permissions from owners to gain access and also to perform the work.  Property owners do not 
want to improve the road due to possible use of multiple others misusing their property.  The parcel 
line goes down the middle of the road and if they can get property owners on one contiguous side it 
may be possible, then they could use both sides, but has not happened.  Chair Nehring mentioned that 
since planning group has been working on this they were able to increase the number of owners that 
would sign the voluntary easement, but do not have contiguous properties from one end to the 
others.  Once we have contiguous properties that opens the door to make improvements.  The County 
will have to look at alternates to have STT be an acceptable evacuation route along with La Cresta.  
Chief Pietrczak said best case for STT would be a 2-lane road, guardrails, turn-outs, paved – so even if 
we get the permissions it will be a major project to get to that best scenario.   Attendee then asked if 
incident commander needed to get the various owners approval to use STT as evacuation.  Chief 
Pietrczak said no. 
 
Attendee asked if Calfire was basing their clearing/escape routes on the 2003 fire path.  Chief Pietrczak 
replied yes, even through the winds can come from east or west, but Crest is on a mountain top so the 
fire can be slope driven and can come from all sides.  Chief Pietrczak said with the fire breaks that we 
have now, we have a much higher percentage for survivability. 
 
Kathy Fiedor asked why Calfire can put a fire break on the Harbison Canyon side of the preserve but 
not on the west side (Crest).  Chief Ryan responded that if there is a structure fire in Harbison Canyon, 
the 100ft fuel break will limit the fire from going into the preserve and go up the hill.  Chief Pietrczak 
replied that high percentage of fires are human caused and all the houses lined up on the Harbison 
Canyon side would be a potential for human cause and create the break before it gets to the preserve. 
 
Janya Humphrey asked if thinning the brush in the entire preserve help mitigate the fire spreading.  
Chief Pietrczak said since that was in the preserve that was out of his realm and residents would have 
to address it with DPR.  Crystal Benham from DPR said it was part of their multiple species 
conservation program and tied to a permit that they have to where they are required to conserve a 
certain amount of land for species to maintain the advocacy of the permit and in order to do what 
Janya was talking about DPR would have to pull the preserve out of the multiple species conservation 
program and replace the land somewhere else because the habitat would be destroyed in a way that 
DPR could no longer meet the terms of the permit.  Janya then asked if there was a way we could clear 
the brush without destroying the habitat and the species but also creating the fuels mitigation, and 
referenced the Palisades fire and how government agencies need to start looking at things differently .  
Chief Pietrczak replied that habitats are cyclical and there are times when they can not do any clearing 
and makes it very difficult to clear and still manage the appropriate habitat.  Janya replied that when 
we have a fire everything is going to burn up.  Chief Pietrczak replied that they are managing the high 
priority sections and will work on others as time permits, @ Stoneridge and throughout the County.  



Their priority is to keep it from starting and the next step will be Calfire to start defensible space 
inspections and start citing residents.  Janya asked if fire pre-treatment (retardant) is being considered 
for Stoneridge.  Chief Pietrczak replied that there are some areas in San Diego County using this on 
certain areas, mostly for roadside clearance where they can’t cut, but does not know of any plans to 
expand.  Chief Sylva said the retardant is very expensive and only lasts for 6 months or 3-4 inches of 
rain, very low return on investment.  Chief Pietrczak and mentioned does not work as well in brush as 
it does on grassy areas.  Janya asked DPR has anything been established on procedures and locations 
on the maintenance plans and being tracked.   Carl McCullough, DPR  responded that Calfire has 
assisted with the work on the Harbison Canyon side to fill in the gaps that hasn’t been mitigated to 
create the fire break along the whole area where the structures are.  Janya then asked why work 
hasn’t been completed IAW the established Resource Management Plan and concerned if there is no 
plans or tracking.  Carl McCullough responded that now with CalFire assistance they believe they will 
be able to meet the RMP with Calfire availability. 
 
Closing comments from Chief Sylva, plug for IBHS (Institute for Business & Home Safety - 
https://ibhs.org/residential/) and launched this program.  The Insurance Institute for Business & Home 
Safety (IBHS) is an independent, 501(c)(3) nonprofit scientific research and communications 
organization supported by property insurers, reinsurers, and affiliated companies. IBHS’s building 
safety research leads to real-world solutions for home and business owners, helping to create more 
resilient communities. Deer Springs is pilot for “wildfire preferred home”.  They are pushing this 
program on social media – residents can request an inspector to tell residents on they can make their 
home better to qualify to be with these insurance companies.  Costs $125 for the inspection to IBHS. 
 
 

1.a.  Resolution Calling for Increased Fuel Reduction, Fire Breaks, Controlled Burns, plus CEQA 
reform to Mitigate Wildfire Risk in Rural San Diego County.  Motion made by Member Griffin to 
approve this resolution 2025-1.   
Discussion:  Member Bretz has an amendment to include “or modify”.   Vice Chair Lucas asked for 
clarification Amendment or Modify.  Chair Nehring replied modified.    Motion approved (8 yes, 0 
no, 0 abstain). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Group urges the County of San Diego to formally 
request that the State of California lift or modify CEQA restrictions on all fuel reduction, fire break 
establishment, and controlled burns when deemed essential by the local CalFire Chief or agency, 
ensuring that wildfire mitigation efforts are not delayed by unnecessary regulatory barriers. 
 

2. Adoption of capital improvement and maintenance projects for county-maintained areas.  This 
agenda item will be moved for discussion/action to the 10 March 2025 meeting. 
 

F. GROUP BUSINESS  - Reports, updates, announcements, administrative discussions 
 

1. Announcements and Correspondence Received.  Nothing to report 
 

2. Discussion  
a. Presentation concerning Firewise USA program in the subregion – Chair Nehring introduced 

this agenda item – what is a FIREWISE USA site, why do we care and the benefit and what is 
the status. 

Janya Humphrey and Diana Griffin presented info on steps they took to get certified under the Firewise 
USA program for the pilot of 31 residents in Crest Northeast boundary.  Firewise USA program is a 



certification program through the National Fire Protection Association.  The purpose of the Firewise 
program is to develop strategies and provide simple effective steps to help communities reduce the risk 
of destruction from wildfire. This program offers a structured approach for communities to enhance 
their wildfire resilience, promotes collaborative efforts among residents and local fire & emergency 
agencies to strengthen the fire resistance of homes and surroundings.  We initially started researching 
because lots of residents were losing their fire insurance or rates increased substantially.  California 
passed “Safer by Wildfire” legislation that requires all insurance companies to offer a discount to 
Firewise certified communities.  Plans to expand to all of North Crest and South Crest.  We are 
collaborating with CFSC to secure grants to assist residents for their mitigation.  The resident 
requirement is to provide 1 hour annually for Zone 0 to Zone 3 fuels reduction (defensible space) and 
structural hardening.  California Fair Plan provides the discount also.  Minimum number for Firewise 
boundary is 8 contiguous parcels.  For people who are interested in participating can contact Janya 
Humphrey @ crestnortheastfw@yahoo.com or Diana Griffin @ queenieglass@gmail.com for South 
Crest.  Member Manning asked if we were going to provide inspectors for residents so they know what 
to do.  Member Griffin replied not at this time but we have a plethora of literature and education 
materials available, including the Home Assessment Program from the San Diego County Fire Safe 
Council.  The hardest part was filling out the application with assistance with San Miguel Fire & Rescue 
and Thomas Shoots and Shawn Arnold (Calfire) and Jason McBroom (Alpine Fire). 

  
 
b. Zoning and code compliance issues concerning ADU’s – Member Ulm addressed the home on 

Horsemill trying to get a permit for tiny home with above ground septic.  Waiting to hear back 
from Zoning enforcement. 
 

c. Community plan, fire resolutions and related actions update – Nothing else to report 
 

d. Consideration of applicant(s) to fill vacancies for Seats  5, 11, 13 and 14. – Nathan  XXXXX   
from Harbison Canyon will submit his application. 
 

3. Meeting updates. 
a. Reports on and upcoming BOS, PC and other Hearings/Meetings. – Nothing to report 

 
b. Chairman’s/Vice Chairman’s Report – Vice Chair Lucas requested review of the formatting of 

minutes and also requested if County could provide microphone for big meetings so everyone can 
hear what is being said 
 

c. Member reports 
Member Griffin – announced a few events:  8 March from 10-12 SMFR new brush engine ceremony 
@ Crest School.  20 March @ the Crest Community Association mtg @ 6:30 Sharon Smith from the 
Dept of Insurance will do a presentation on recent updates regarding home insurance, 22 March 
from 8-12 will be Crest Clean-up/Chipping event funding from Sunrise Powerlink Fire Mitigation 
Community Grant, 19 April from 9-1 – 4 Phases of a Disaster sponsored by CERT at the Alpine 
Library (must register), 19 April – 2025 Prepare in a Year @ Harbison Canyon Fire Station. 
 
Chair Nehring announced at the 10 March meeting, the rep on the Grossmont High School District 
and insurance agent Jim Kelly will be there to address your questions regarding homeowners 
insurance. 
 

mailto:crestnortheastfw@yahoo.com
mailto:queenieglass@gmail.com


Member Griffin also presented information regarding the Executive Order N-18-25 signed by Gov 
Newsom on 2/7 requiring the expedited implementation of Zone 0 (0-5 feet from your home) fuels 
reduction starting 1 Jan 2026. 
 

d. Next meeting date Monday, March 10, 6:30 PM at Crest Community Association Clubhouse 
 
G. ADJOURNMENT.  Member Lutz-Partain moved to adjournment at 8:27 PM.  The motion passed 
unanimously (8 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain) 
 
Respectfully submitted, Diana M Griffin (Secretary) 
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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO

APPLICATION FOR COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
BOARD, COMMISSION, OR COMMITTEE

INSTRUCTIONS: Please complete this form in its entirety. Be sure to include the full 
title of the Board, Commission or Committee for which you desire consideration. Note 
the additional requirements listed at the bottom of the second page. (For Official Use Only)

Please note that this application is a public record subject to disclosure. This application will be active for a period of 
one year. After one year, it is necessary to file a new application for another year of eligibility.

Submit the completed application to the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, BCC Desk, 1600 Pacific Highway, Room 402, 
San Diego, CA 92101-2471 or via e-mail at bcc@sdcounty.ca.gov

Morgan Nathan

Last Name First Name
Crest/Dehesa/Granite Hills/Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group District 2

Name of Board, Committee, or Commission to Which You are Applying for Membership Supervisorial 
District You Live In

County boards, commissions, and committees meet at times mutually satisfactory to the 
members. Day meetings are more common than evening meetings. Will you be able to 
schedule your time accordingly?   ☒ Yes ☐ No

Please list any time restrictions

What are your principal areas of interest in County Government?
Helping to improve my community and elevate the safety in my immediate neighborhood.

List all County Boards, Commissions or Committees of which you are a current member.
Not a current member _☒_
Committee Name Date Appointed
  
  
  

List past County appointments with dates served, and other past or present community or 
public service appointments.
Not a current member _☒_
Committee/Organization Name Dates Served
  
  
  

mailto:bcc@sdcounty.ca.gov
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STATEMENT OF OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE
Self

Current Employer
Caregiver 5years

Job Title Length of Employment

Previous Employers Position Title Length of 
Employment

LA Fitness Personal Training Director 8 years

What experience or special knowledge can you bring to your area(s) of interest?
Over 24 years of operating business to ensure profit. Collaborating with multiple department 
heads to deliver desired outcomes. 

Please list community organizations to which you belong:
Foothills church in El Cajon

Please describe your ethnic origin:
WHITE (not of Hispanic Origin): All persons having origins in any of the original peoples of 
Europe

 
 

Select the gender you identify as:
Male

What is your age?
45-54 years old

What is your total income?
$100,000 to $149,999

 

NOTE:     Candidates for the Assessment Appeals Board, County Hearing Officer, Eye Gnat 
Abatement

Appeals Board, Fly Abatement and Appeals Board and/or Planning Commission, are 
required to submit evidence of their qualifications and a Statement of Incompatible 
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Activities Related to County Duties (Form 519) that can be found on the Clerk of the 
Board’s website at: www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/cob/forms.html.  Candidates 
may be asked to provide additional information. 

Membership qualifications for all County Boards, Commissions and Committees may 
be accessed through the Clerk of the Board’s website at 
www.sandiegocounty.gov/cob/bcac/ or by calling (619) 531-5600.  This Application will 
be considered complete when such requirements are provided by the applicant.

By signing below, I declare that the information provided above is accurate and complete to the 
best of my knowledge.

Nathan Morgan 2/8/2025

Applicant’s Signature Date

http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/cob/forms.html


UNSAFE CAMPING ORDINANCE 
March 2025 

 

1 
 

Current County Procedures for Unsheltered Encampments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Existing Ordinance 
County Regulatory Code Section 73.108. PUBLIC PARKS.  

No person shall camp in any public park, or any public street or highway, or on any improved 
or unimproved property owned or leased by the County, provided that nothing herein shall 
be construed to prohibit camping in public campgrounds under permit authorized by other 
provisions of law or ordinance. 

"Camping" is defined as the use of any public park, any public street or highway or improved 
or unimproved property owned or leased by the County, for temporary living 
accommodations such as, but not limited to, sleeping, sleeping activities, or making 
preparations to sleep, including the laying down of bedding for the purposes of sleeping, or 
storing personal belongings, or making any fire, or using any tents, or other temporary 
structures. 

"Public park" is defined as any park or recreation area or recreation facility that is owned, 
leased, or under the control of the County. 

• When possible, the County provides advanced site 
assessment to determine if an unsheltered 
encampment poses an imminent threat to life, 
health, safety or infrastructure.

• Determine whether exigent circumstances require 
immediate removal of the encampment. 

Assessment 

• The Health and Human Services Agency, Parks and 
Recreation, Public Works and Sheriff's Office 
Homeless Assistance Resource Team (HART) 
provide outreach to residents.

• Engage and assess available resources for 
emergency housing and any other needs.

Connection to 
Resources

• Posting Notice to Vacate at the physical site of the 
encampment 72 hours prior to clearing. 

• Collection, labeling and storage of personal 
property for 90 days. 

Notification 
Procedures
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Ordinance Options 

The County could keep its existing ordinance, which is now enforceable under the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s recent ruling in City of Grants Pass v. Johnson,  

~or~ 

Modify existing ordinance to address unsafe camping that applies to the 
unincorporated area and County properties with one or more of the following 
enhancements: 

1) ADD PROVISIONS RELATEDED TO FIRE RISK 

• Prohibit use of an ignition source to cause or intend to cause a fire. 
• Maintain an existing fire, camp while using or possessing an ignition source, discard any 

product or material that could set fire to grass, shrubs, buildings or any other combustible 
substance. 

2) ADD PROTECTIONS FOR OPEN SPACES & PRESERVES, PUBLIC WORKS INFRASTUCTURE 
• Camping 
• Cause or maintain an existing fire, camp while using or possessing an ignition source, 

discard any product or material that could set fire to grass, shrubs, buildings or any other 
combustible substance. 

• Store personal belongings or waste 

• Activities that alter the property in a manner that damages the function of the property or 
creates a threat to public health/safety. 

3) CODIFY EXISTING PROCEDURES FOR UNSHELTERED ENCAMPMENTS 
• This option would formally codify the existing procedures for abatement or clearing of 

encampments, including: 
o Posting Notice to Vacate 24 hours prior to clearing 
o Collection, labeling, and storage of personal property for 90 days 




