CREST/DEHESA/GRANITE HILLS/HARBISON CANYON
SUBREGIONAL PLANNING GROUP (SPG)
Minutes of the meeting — 20 October 2025 at Dehesa School (Cafeteria/Auditorium) 4612 Dehesa Road,
El Cajon CA 92029

A. ROLL CALL. Vice Chair Tim Lucas called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM. Roll call was conducted.

Planning Group members Griffin, Branch, Healy, Manning, Lutz-Partain, Morgan, Geiger, and Lucas were

present, forming a quorum of 8. Members Nehring, Ulm, Becker were excused, Rich was absent. Seats 8, 13

and 14 are vacant.

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (optional). The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — Motion made by Member Branch to approve September 8, 2025 minutes.

Motion passed (8 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain)

D. PUBLIC COMMUNICATION
An opportunity for members of the public and Planning Group to speak on items within the jurisdiction of
the Planning Group and not on the agenda. Time limit 3 minutes. No group discussion, action, or vote.
Presentation by Andy Garcia from Sup Joel Anderson’s office presented updates and a pamphlet on the
2024 Legislative Actions and Accomplishments, including info on the Holiday Legislative Open House on
Monday - 12/1 from 6-8 @ Lakeside Rodeo — 12584 Mapleview St, Lakeside, the Neighborhood
Reinvestment and Community Enhancement Grant Programs and accepting applications for internships.
Sup Anderson was successful with his efforts to obtain $19M to offset costs for the special election from
the State.

Presentation by Ashkon Jones from Assemblymember Sharp-Collins office presented updates on the
legislative packages - 6 of the 24 have been signed into law by Gov Newsom, including Assembly Bill 829 -
To enhance the safety and accessibility of public schools, Assembly Bill 847 - Peace officers:
confidentiality of records, Assembly Bill 927 - County superintendent of schools: inspection of public
schools. Assemblymember Sharp-Collins office will be hosting an Apprentice Fair on 20 Nov at San Diego
Continuing College of Education in City Heights, including 30 vendors providing information on
job/apprenticeship opportunities to High School and College students.

Presentation by Kyle Hermann from Senator Brian Jones presented information on Senate Bill SB525 - To
address housing affordability and homelessness in California to enhance housing development and
support services, including manufactured homes to have access to the California Fair Plan insurance.
Senate Bill SB586 - creating the state’s first clear legal framework for registering electric motorcycles
(eMotos) as off-highway vehicles (OHVs). The measure will allow eMoto riders to register their vehicles and
access authorized OHV areas legally and safely. Senate Bill SB380 - paving the way to create a transitional
housing program on state properties for Sexually Violent Predators vice into residential neighborhoods.
Senate Bill SB79 - overrides local zoning limitations to allow greater heights and densities for residential
development near transit stops. Also, legislators are out for the year starting 9/12/25 and Gov Newsom
has until 10/13/25 to approve/veto any bills, then back in session on 1/5/26.

E. ACTION ITEMS - Discretionary projects, tasks, motions, proposals requiring a decision or vote
1. Consideration of applicant(s) to fill vacancies for Seats 8, 13 and 14 — None.
F. GROUP BUSINESS - Reports, updates, announcements, administrative discussions
1. Announcements, including upcoming events, and Correspondence Received. None.
Discussion

a. Briefing on Dehesa Trail, County Department of Park and Recreation (DPR) — Presentation by
Emmet Aquino (DPR) updated SPG on the Sycuan Trail Project Phase/Segment 1 (trail within tribal
property — Dehesa Road) and Phase/Segment 2 (segments that fall north and south Sloane Canyon
Road). Sycuan has an ongoing construction project for a utility corridor with plans for a recreation
facility. There was a plan to work collaboratively with Sycuan and DPR but it resulted in lots of
changes, so that lead to DPR deciding best use of efforts was to wait until Sycuan was completed
and DPR will wait for Sycuan to complete their project and where DPR can reintroduce their
project. Inthe meantime, DPR looked at working on Phase/Segment 2, but there were limitations



of staging areas, so that project is being paused so it doesn’t impact the Sycuan project (no
estimated completion date at this time). Member Becker asked when was the last time
County/DPR met with the tribe, Mr. AqQuino met with them approx. 3 months ago, but that was to
discuss flood control. Member Becker expressed her concern regarding safe waterways. Member
Manning asked what was the budget and that we couldn’t start Phase | because of the staging area.
Mr. Aquino responded that was correct because of the Sycuan staging area and taking longer than
expected. In 2012 when the option agreement was executed in which the tribes entered into to
allow the County to work with them, then 2020 received board authority to work together and
comprised of 6 segments and segments 1 and 2 were funded at that time for $3.5M and about 25%
has been expended for the design of Phases 1 and 2. Phase 3 was within the CIP was budgeted
with a quarterly adjustment and $750K was slotted to start the project for a total of $4.25M.
Member Manning asked how many people were working on this administrative-wise — Mr. Aquino
said it was only himself. Member Branch asked what is the cost inflationary impact since it was
allocated in 2020 with an inflation rate of 5-8%/annum compounded, how much is left for the
project and what is the current costs of the 2 phases. Mr. Aquino was not able to provide an
answer — but did say DPR had several projects that are underbudgeted and challenged to
complete. After Sycuan is completed with their project DPR will reassess and hopefully be able to
complete the 2-3 phases as their goal. Member Branch commented that there should be some
mitigation on behalf of the tribe due to the delays and suggested that community members and
SPG members to support the County at the next status/progress meeting with Sycuan. VC Lucas
asked about the less than ideal trail routing (so close to Dehesa Road) if that has been resolved.
Mr. Aquino said that will be revisited when DPR starts meeting with Sycuan prior to start of project.
Member Branch commented about the safety of Dehesa school crossing — possibly change the
focus of the “trails” project and address it under “safe student pathways” (sidewalk trails) to
increase visibility and funding opportunities. Community Trails Master Plan (CTMP) from 2009 is
the latest approved plan to make regional connections. Member Geiger saw that there was a plan
that went through his property and was told to reach out to Mr. Aquino to discuss more with the
trails coordinator. Member Branch recommended a 6 month update.

Briefing on Park Land Dedication Ordinance (PLDO) - Presentation by Mark Caro (DPR) discussed
what PLDO that requires new residential developments to pay fees to create parks and DPR
requests communities to set priorities for what they want. Request was sent to SPG in September
for our priorities and then will be incorporated with other community groups (approx. 24) for the
Capital Improvement Needs Assessment. Allinputs will be reviewed/prioritized and funded based
on current resources. Member Manning asked about status of South Lane Park upgrades (SPG
number 1 priority). Carl McCullough (DPR) responded that the concept design is complete which
used the majority of the funding available and DPR is now looking for other funding to complete the
project. Mr. McCullough will send up the concept design for South Lane Park. Member Griffin
asked why the swinging gates are locks and Mr. McCullough replied because kids were riding dirt
bikes and ripping up the property. Member Branch asked how the DPR priority list is performed and
Mr. Caro replied it was upper management. Mr. Carol recommended to submit any requirements
and advocacy letters to improve their position in the ranking and if not PLDO, DPR might be able to
fund from other sources. Member Branch asked for the list of the other 24 community groups to
increase collaboration.

Member Morgan had to leave the meeting due to family issue, therefore, SPG fell below quorum required at 7:50 to
continue official meeting, but VC Lucas suggested that the brief on the ADU rules could be an informal
informational presentation.

b. Briefing on ADU rules and regulations, County Department Planning and Development Services -
Enrique Flores briefed County PDS, mentioned there will be a webinar on 10/22/25 and solicit
public feedback. Mr. Flores briefed on the Draft ADU Ordinance Amendment project with 2
components — 1) amending the County’s Zoning Ordinance to reorganize and clarify the ADU and



Junior ADU (JADU) section for alignment with State law and improved public guidance; 2) the
development of a local program under AB1033 to allow for the separate sale of ADUs in certain
cases — creating new homeownership opportunities. After received input, PDS will go to the board
for final review/approval (or not) in early 2026. Member Manning asked for clarification on AB1033
and Mr. Flores said it will be addressed in the brief. County is following State baseline law -
residents can build 2 ADUs on their property — one must be detached and the other must be
attached and then you can have a JADU (inside the house) along with the resident’s home. City of
San Diego has a density bonus ADU program which allows more, but the County is not pursuing
that. The exception to the 4 unites/parcel is SB9 (which is more restrictive) where you can
administratively split your lot (so not officially split with 2 separate parcel numbers) and then each
new lot can have a maximum of 2 units. Member Branch asked the sq footage requirements for
ADU - Mr. Flores responded — 1200 sqgft, JADU - 500 sqft. Amber Jaggers briefed on AB1033 - “why
are we considering this” - to facilitate pathways to people that want homeownership, seniors to
downsize and stay in the neighborhood and as a tool for homeowners if they choose to this option.
If ADU condos are created, then a subsequent homeowners association will be required and then
each unit will have their own property tax bill and comply with the subdivision map act. Residents
with septic can be a pinch point and may require updates to increase capacity. Member Branch
asked for clarification on why the City can build more on a parcel than County. Mr. Flores replied
the City is using the Density Bonus Program if they provide affordable units. Member Becker asked
how tall can they make the ADU, Mr. Flores responded - 2 stories but must still meet the local
zoning requirements. VC Lucas made the comment that SB9 mostly applies to rural areas and
AB1033 would be for Granite Hills urban area. Stakeholders feedback were parking impacts,
increased density in High Fire Zones. Ms. Jaggers asked for input from SPG. Member Manning
observed vice ADUs, Harbison Canyon is building houses. Member Branch commented on access
in case of emergency on single lane roads, since residents are “developing” but no funds to deal
with the impact of the increased population. Tim Scherer asked if there was a limit on the increase
of cars when ADUs are built — Mr. Flores said there was no limit, but under condo conversion
process, the State Fire Code would require the road be re-evaluated for the dead-end length and
turnaround requirements so some roads may not qualify for additional units. VC Lucas requested
PDS comes back at a later SPG mtg when we have a quorum.

3. SPG mtgended at 8:03
a. Next meeting date November 10, 2025 at Dehesa School

Respectfully submitted, Diana M Griffin (Secretary)



