
JAMUL DULZURA 
COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP 

FINAL MINUTES 
June 14, 2016 

Approved July 12, 2016 
Jamul Primary School Multi-Use Room 

7:30 p.m. 
 
1.   Joe Stuyvesant, Chair called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

2.    ROLL CALL;  
  Present: Jean Strouf, Mike Casinelli, Eileen Poole, Richard Marzec, Janet Mulder, Bill 

Herde, Steve Wragg, Joe Stuyvesant, George Novinger, Randy White 
    
  Absent: Earl Katzer, & Preston Brown 
  Excused: Joan Kouns, Judy Bohlen, and Elizabeth Kelly 
 
3.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA for June 14, 2016 and the Final Minutes of the JDCPG May 

24, 2016. Approved unanimously. 
 
4.     OPEN FORUM – Opportunity for persons to speak on items not on the agenda 
   
 a.  Jean Strouf announced that Rick Alexander – passed away. He has been  important in land 

use over the years. 
 b.  Rich Marzec – Fire season is upon us. Be careful. 
 c.  Don Parent of SDG&E gave an update. 2 to 3 weeks to finish. Mostly done at night to 

avoid any problems. Property owners can decide to keep any left over materials. i.e. 
gravel, dirt, etc. Service date to be completed is July 3 but he thinks it will be earlier. 
This new circuit may encompass a few commercial or personal outages but not long. 
The paving on the bridge will wait until the bridge is completed which may be within 2-
3 weeks. Question was asked about the possible bridge improvements in the future and 
Don does not know about it and suggested we check with Caltrans.  

  Randy White complimented SDG&E for the new blacktop job and several others 
echoed it. Joe Stuyvesant pointed out that the project would end up being good for the 
community including the redundancy of power. Michael Casinelli asked about the bike 
lanes and suggested that SDG&E needs to repair the bike lane that was injured by the 
addition of the steel plates. Don Parent said the striping and paving would be 
completed, and he would check on the status of the bike lanes. George Novinger 
complimented Don Parent on his role, acting as mediator in such an effective manner, 
between SDG&E and us. He did point out that about 50 yards back from the SR94/54 
intersection going eastbound before you turn onto SR94 there is a pothole that cars are 
hitting in the right hand turn lane. Don Parent will look into it. 

 
Steve Wragg recused himself from the next Agenda item as his company is working with the 

project. 
 



5.     REPORT ON PROPOSED EMERGENCY VEHICLE OPERATIONS CENTER – Ms 
Deena River, SD County Sheriff and Brian Samson, consultant, joint powers who trains 
people in law enforcement were introduced. They have identified a site on Proctor Valley Road 
that used to be part of the Daley Quarry property for their project and they would use 
approximately 26 acres on this project. Corporal Mike Pepin, SD County Sheriff, lead 
trainer for the Sheriff’s department, showed a video of the EVOC training program. They have 
used the parking lot at QUALCOMM and it has been problematical. They need an actual 
EVOC training center without the traffic, trolley, and people, in order to provide adequate 
training to their personnel. Mandatory EVOC Training is required for academy recruits and in-
service personnel for several hours. Night driving and pursuit driving are both mandated and 
they also train Senior Volunteers, Deputy explorers and other training. Typical sounds that 
would be heard are tires and brakes. Not only is it a state mandate to take the training every 
other year with a four-hour course, but also our County takes it very seriously. There is some 
slow speed training that allows the officers to prepare for “city” problems. The Academy has 
five days of training, and the sirens used are internal and can’t be heard from the outside the 
cars. Lighting is minimal. Most traffic would not be impacting our area to a great extent. 
Typically the classes have 40 students maximum and in the Academy is usually 33 student 
sections. Academies are run on a quarterly basis and in the 960 hours only 5 days are on traffic. 
Other areas of instruction will be given as well to the trainees including a course action 
simulation and that would be combined with the driving training. Brian Samson pointed out 
that there were no residences nearby and other property owners should not be impacted. Randy 
White asked if there is a well on the property and the size of the buildings. Brian Samson said 
there are two wells, perhaps not potable, but would be used for fire protection. In addition they 
would have a few buildings including a maintenance area for the cars. There will be a septic 
system installed. The buildings would be about 12,000 square foot pad and if necessary they 
could go upward. Mike Pepin pointed out that they would have 25 cars on site but using only 5 
or fewer at a time. Brian Samson stated that the primary usage would be for the Sheriff, but 
others may be allowed to join it if there is room. Mike Pepin pointed out that during the day 
the 40 “students” would be divided between the different areas, and not all would be driving at 
once. Bill Herde asked about the location being away from residences, and pointed out that 
since this is a Wild Life Refuge, how would the wildlife be impacted by the noise? Brian 
Samson pointed out that noise analysis and traffic would be required to pass the environmental 
reports. Bill Herde asked about the knoll at the back of the property and asked if there was 
future use planned. Brian Samson said it would probably be used as mitigation land. Joe 
Stuyvesant asked about the timeline. Brian Samson said it is an 18-month plan to do the 
environmental work and once approved construction would be between 9 months to a year, and 
they have the funding. Janet Mulder urged them to be aware of the sound amplification of that 
area. Noise measurements have been taken and can be used today. Jean Strouf asked what the 
Fish and Wildlife’s position is on this facility as it could impact our recommendations. Brian 
Samson said that they will be doing CEQA and have met with them previously and plan on 
more meetings. Richard Marzec asked about skidpans and offensive driver training? Mike 
Pepin told us a skidpan was a cement pad that had water over it…and would not be a necessity 
as the cars since 2012 have not needed this. Michael Casinelli asked about hours of operation 
Mike Pepin said Monday through Friday 7 a.m to 4 p.m. normally. Night operations are for 
Academy students and start at dark until 2 a.m. and is required quarterly for two or three days. 
Michael Casinelli asked about the footprint of 26 acres and would there be expansion plans. 
Brian Samson said that they would pretty much fill the whole 26 acres. Mike Pepin pointed 
out that the in-service training is the main bulk and it is normally just the 40 students per day 
and they are not looking to expand. Michael Casinelli asked would they need a Major Use 



xPermit and Deena Raver pointed out that they are checking on that since they are a law 
enforcement facility, but would follow CEQA. Michael Casinelli asked them to be aware of 
the sound attenuation problems that are far greater out here in the rural area as sound travels 
much farther and echoes off the surrounding hills and mountains. George Novinger asked if 
the students would be bused in or individual cars. Mike Pepin stated that most would be 
individual cars or car pools and probably not buses. George Novinger suggested that they 
needed to know whether the buses would work on their access road and they will check into it 
in case they decide that would be a viable option. Joe Stuyvesant thanked them for coming 
and suggested they report back to us when their project is farther along. 

 
Steve Wragg rejoined the meeting at this time. 
 

6.     SANDAG PRESENTATION ON THE “KEEP SAN DIEGO MOVING 
FORWARD” MEASURE. Ray Major, Chief Economist of SANDAG, and Ashley 
Osterhout presented  the “Keep San Diego Moving Forward” Measure. He went over the 
Transit Network and Highway Network that impact East County. This is a long-term plan and 
the region is expected to grow 30% through 2050. The websites 
www.keepsandiegomoving.com or sandag.org/priorities has the projects listed. They showed a 
video that talked about a balanced plan utilizing funds generated by the tax increase, which 
could not be touched by Sacramento. It would look at prioritizing projects in the different 
communities, including freeway-to-freeway connectors, reliable transit services. Proposed 
projects include new trolley routes and train times for commuters. Significant funds would be 
set up to purchase open space as a means of reducing wild fires. Shorter trips including 2300 
new bike lanes and increased trolley will be established. The transit half cent sales tax has 
helped to Keep San Diego Moving and one can find more information by looking at the 
interactive maps to see the proposed plans. The November 2016 ballot measure has been 
heavily publicized and would raise about $18 billion over forty years and could not be taken 
away by the State. They have been successful in getting other funds to add to the amount 
generated to improve the transportation in our County. East County road improvements include 
new connectors between SR125 and SR94 East both North and South. $2 billion is set aside to 
purchase open space.  San Diego residents take about 3 million work trips per year. 73% of the 
people who live in East County do not work in East County. The greatest percentage go to 
North County to work. 196,000 residents live in the area and 62,000 come into East County to 
work every day. June 24 is the first reading of the Ordinance at SANDAG and July 8 is the 
second reading and August 8 it goes before BOS and then onto the ballot.  Steve Wragg asked 
about the money being spent if it is for mitigation for the areas. Ray Major said yes but it is 
primarily used to purchase open space in the back county. The increase is an additional ½ cent 
on top of the existing ½ cent that goes until 2040 and will take a 2/3rd vote to pass. Priority 
projects have been put up by the legislators. Randy White asked about the East County and 
was told that the State Route 94/State Route 125 and the State Route 67 corridor are part of this 
funding measure. Ray Major suggested that we refer to the website. Bill Herde asked about 
the area out here that seems to have been ignored by SANDAG including SR94 and our bike 
lanes. Ray Major pointed out that we need to contact our Supervisor and see if we can get our 
problem areas in the 30% that the County has control over. We could also attend SANDAG 
meetings to highlight specific projects. Janet Mulder asked about the Traffic Advisory 
Committee to whom we have spoken about the need for more bike lanes, and its relationship to 
SANDAG and was told there isn’t one. George Novinger asked how do SANDAG and 
Caltrans relate and can the money be used to improve a Caltrans road? Ray Major said that 
Caltrans maintains the roads that SANDAG approves and builds. SANDAG has a close 

http://www.keepsandiegomoving.com/


working relationship and they make improvements to the Caltrans roads. 
Michael Casinelli thanked them for driving to the meeting for now they realize we are not a 
flatland but quite mountainous. It seems that when SANDAG estimates future population 
growth for Jamul, they do not take into consideration the limitations due to terrain and that 
there is no sewer, requiring greater amount of land per residence.  What terminology was used 
to determine the numbers of drivers leaving our area, as it seemed high? Ray Major said it is 
statistically determined using census data. Michael Casinelli asked about the $500 million 
being spent in San Diego on bike lanes and said they are not being used. We have met with 
SANDAG regarding our bicyclists as it is very dangerous but they could not help us as we 
have been told “there is no interest in our area” “It appears that SANDAG is only interested in 
getting people to utilize bicycles instead of cars, and not traffic safety, particularly with the 
1,000s of recreational bicyclists in the backcountry, and that adding bike lanes by itself will not 
alter human behavior. That would require education efforts starting before people turn driving 
age.” And he added that bicyclists in the downtown area, where there new full-lanes designated 
for cyclists, are not being used by the cyclists, instead they still riding in the car lanes. It was 
pointed out that the new law requiring 3 foot distance between bicyclist and car cannot be 
followed in our area safely unless the driver stays behind the bikes for miles as our roads are 
too narrow and windy. Richard Marzec asked if the slides on growth population forecasting 
on East County were available.  Ray Major stated that he would look for the East County 
forecast and get it to us. Jean Strouf reminded us that the numbers of bicyclists on the Jamul 
roads is huge on the weekends and it is very hazardous. Bill Herde asked what it would take to 
get SANDAG to use a Portland type of approach to bike lanes. Joe Stuyvesant asked about the 
future vehicles and asked if we are building an infrastructure for vehicles that will be obsolete? 
Ray Major said that they are aware of the future and SANDAG people go to conferences to 
keep up to date. Joe Stuyvesant said we in East County feel a bit like Rodney Dangerfield, and 
Ray Major pointed out that Dianne Jacob is now on the SANDAG and it would be a great 
time to get her input. Joe Stuyvesant thanked them for coming.  

 
7.     SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT ON CALTRANS FEIR LETTER RESPONSE – Janet 

Mulder and Michael Casinelli reporting. Michael pointed out that he had great deal of 
admiration for the members of the sub-committee, but he feels that this letter may not be 
strong enough, and he feels that we need to bring up the history of the project and that not 
sending in comments may be perceived as agreeing or at least not finding problems with the 
project. He would suggest attaching our prior letter but will go along with the Group, but 
would like to reiterate our concerns. Jean Strouf likes the brevity of the letter. Bill Herde 
said the Planning Group had not been happy with the form of the previous letter, but feels that 
a short letter, plainly stating that there is not adequate emphasis on the traffic problems would 
be good. Joe Stuyvesant said he felt the letter was good but needed a couple of edits. It is 
important to remember that our job is to advise the County as to land use decisions. We can 
express disappointment that they did not address the specific safety concerns to our 
community. George Novinger suggested that we might “incorporate by reference” and 
identify our comments in the previous letter by date and reference it in our letter. A few other 
minor corrections were noted.  Michael Casinelli moved approval of the letter attaching 
the copy of the letter written August 24, 2015, detailing our concerns and signed by Joe 
to be sent to David Nagy. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
8.     TRAFFIC CONCERNS UPDATE REPORT ON MTG WITH COUNTY REPS – Janet 

Mulder reporting that she and Michael Casinelli met with Eric Lardy and Murali 
Pasumarthi who shared the traffic surveys completed by Murali and staff. The traffic counts 

https://plus.google.com/u/0/116322976151122931126?prsrc=4
https://plus.google.com/u/0/116322976151122931126?prsrc=4


were taken between April 30 and May 6 and will be retaken in October which is several 
months after the proposed casino’s planned opening and should reflect the difference in the 
traffic resulting from the casino. Eric Lardy of San Diego County Staff emailed the following 
information which were the four requirements that the JIV made per the agreement:  

  • Transportation Impact Fee – Total payments made of $1.521 Million, completed 1 year after 
 the Casino opens. First payment made of $541k 

  • Improvements to 8 County Intersections – payment made $400k (Work to be scheduled and 
 completed by DPW Transportation Division in late 2016 and early 2017) Intersections 
 include Jamul Drive at Lyons Valley Rd; Honey Springs/Skyline Truck Trail at Lyons 
 Valley Rd; Lawson Valley Rd and Skyline Truck Trail; Peg Leg Mine Road & Lyons 
 Valley Rd; Rocky Sage Rd and Lyons Valley Rd; Lyons Valley Road and Skyline TT; 
 plus SR-94 at Vista Sage Road and SR-94 at Vista Diego Road 

  • Steele Canyon Road left turn lane, $750k due per MOU. First payment made for 
 environmental and design. Design and environmental certification anticipated by June 
 2017 with right of way acquisition to follow. Estimated construction start by June 2018. 
 Potential delays due to unanticipated environmental certification or right of way 
 acquisition issues could extend estimated construction start date - $350k made as first 
 payment. 

   • Caltrans Mitigation - $1.1million for improvements to Otay Lakes (Signalization) and Vista 
 Sage and Vista Diego. Payment if County and Caltrans agree before Jan. 30, 2017, or to 
 County following no agreement from County and Caltrans. 

 
 
9.     JAMUL INDIAN VILLAGE UPDATE – Jean Strouf received a couple of letters from 

EPA and Regional Water Quality Board voicing major concerns that they have and she is 
recommending we attach them to our minutes for the record to show their concerns. Jean 
Strouf moved we attach these letters to the minutes. Passed unanimously. (They are 
attached at the end of these minutes) 

 
10.    JDCPG OFFICER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS:    
 Due to lateness of the hour, Joe held the announcements except to point out that the odd 

numbered seats will be up for election this November. This includes Elizabeth Kelly, 
Preston Brown, George Novinger, Joe Stuyvesant, Joan Kouns, Earl Katzer, Richard 
Marzec and Steve Wragg. They will need to adhere to the deadline for turning in their 
papers of nomination to the Registrar of Voters Office. The timeframe for pulling papers 
opens on July 18 and closes on August 12, so be sure to go to the Registrar’s Office to file 
your papers before the deadline. 

 
11.     SCHEDULED SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS:  

  None scheduled – please see agenda for up-to-date list. 
  
 

Meeting Adjourned 9:51 by Joe Stuyvesant Chair. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Janet Mulder, Secretary 

 
 



 
NOTICE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING: 

     7:30 P.M. TUESDAY, June 28, 2016 
OAK GROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

 Meeting minutes and agendas can be accessed at 
  http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds/CommunityGroups.html 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
       We strive to protect personally identifiable information by collecting only information 

necessary to deliver our services. All information that may be collected becomes public 
record that may be subject to inspection and copying by the public, unless an exemption 
in law exists. In the event of a conflict between this Public Notice and any County 
ordinance or other law governing the County’s disclosure of records, the County 
ordinance or other applicable law will control. 

        Access and Correction of Personal Information 
        You can review any personal information collected about you. You may recommend 

changes to your personal information you believe is in error by submitting a written 
request that credibly shows the error. If you believe that your personal information is 
being used for a purpose other than what was intended when submitted, you may contact 
us. In all cases, we will take reasonable steps to verify your identity before granting 
access or making corrections. 

 
 
Attached Letter from JDCPG to David Nagy, Caltrans re Final Environmental Impact Report 

for State Route 94 Improvement Project is followed by the August 2015 JDCPG letter to 
David Nagy re Caltrans DEIR.  

 
The last two letters are the ones provided by Jean Strouf discussed under agenda item 10. 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds/CommunityGroups.html
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