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MEETING DATE: SEPTEMBER 2, 2026 
 

MEETING LOCATION Lakeside Library, Community Room, 

12428 Woodside Ave, Lakeside, CA 92040 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER Meeting called to order at 6:30pm 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Invocation led by: Sam McGovern 

 

3. ROLL CALL  

Seat Member Name P/A/L Seat Member Name P/A/L Seat Member Name P/A/L 

1 Liz Higgins P 6 Spencer Hancock P 11 Tony Santo P 

2 Robert Rutledge A 7 Sam McGovern P 12 Steve Robak P 

3 Ron Kasper P 8 Richard Abraham P 13 Susan Roberts-Egley P 

4 Sasha Reva P 9 Connie O’Donnell P 14 Kristen Everhart P 

5 Carol Hake P 10 Rod Streeper P 15 Mark Hartley P 

 

A. Determination of quorum present Quorum achieved with #14 present 

 

B. Group member attendance review Attendance to-date read by Secretary 

Seat Member Name # Seat Member Name # Seat Member Name # 

1 Liz Higgins 2 6 Spencer Hancock 2 11 Tony Santo 1 

2 Robert Rutledge 3 7 Sam McGovern 0 12 Steve Robak 0 

3 Ron Kasper 0 8 Richard Abraham 0 13 VACANT 0 

4 Sasha Reva 2 9 Connie O’Donnell 1 14 Kristen Everhart 0 

5 Carol Hake 0 10 Rod Streeper 1 15 Mark Hartley 3 

 

4. AUDIO AND/OR VIDEO RECORDING 

Notification is hereby provided that the LCPG meeting may be recorded to prepare the meeting minutes. To 

obtain a copy of the meeting recording, send a request to LakesideCPG@gmail.com. Any recordings will be 

retained for ninety (90) days. 

 

5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING(S) OF:  AUGUST 2026 

Motion to approve the minutes as presented by Richard Abraham, seconded by Ron Kasper 

Discussion: 

1. Kristen Everhart requested that her reason for abstaining on August Item 7A (Stop Control Request) be 

recorded as procedural. Tony Santo stated that Item 7A was described incorrectly in the draft minutes. 

He noted that the County letter presented two options: a Yes vote would allow immediate installation 

of the stop sign under an engineer’s recommendation, while a No vote would require a full traffic 

study and recommendation before Supervisor approval. 

 

Sam McGovern, as maker of the August motion on Item 7A, stated that the motion was to recommend 

the stop sign. Spencer Hancock and Kristen Everhart expressed concern that no applicant or County 

representative was present to answer questions. Carol Hake stated that stop control requests are 

forwarded by the County based on community requests, that the County does not send a representative 
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for these items, and that community requestors are invited but not required to attend. She further stated 

that, per County Counsel, comments not made during a meeting cannot be added to the minutes; 

therefore, supplemental information emailed by Tony Santo after the August meeting was not 

included. Because the maker and seconder did not accept the proposed amendment, Sam McGovern 

advised that, under Rosenberg’s Rules of Order, a substitute motion proposing a different course of 

action was required. 

 

Carol Hake explained that, under County Policy I-1, abstention is generally intended for members who 

disqualify themselves due to a financial, legal, or other vested interest, and that abstentions are not 

counted toward the vote total. She recommended that members who lack sufficient information to vote 

Aye vote Nay instead. Kristen Everhart requested written clarification for all members, noting 

differences among Rosenberg’s Rules of Order, Policy I-1, and the Group’s Standing Rules. Carol 

Hake stated that County Counsel is currently reviewing the Group’s Standing Rules and that she will 

review Policy I-1 and share the relevant language with members. 

 

2. The vote on the August PLDO funding item (shade structure) was clarified as 8 Aye and 5 Nay, with 

Robert Rutledge and Liz Higgins absent. Nay votes were cast by Kristen Everhart, Steve Robak, Tony 

Santo, Connie O’Donnell, and Susan Roberts-Egley. 

 

 

Substitute Motion: Kristen Everhart moved to approve the August 2026 minutes with the change to record 

procedural abstentions for Tony Santo, Spencer Hancock and Kristen Everhart on Item 7A; seconded by Tony 

Santo. 

 

Vote: 

AYE NAY ABSENT/VACANT ABSTAIN 

13 0 1 1 

Motion Passed 

Abstain – Liz Higgins due to absence. 

 

6. OPEN FORUM  

This is an opportunity for the public to speak on any item within the Group’s jurisdiction that is not on the 

agenda. No action will be taken on any items heard; however, the item can be referred to County staff or placed 

on a future agenda. Time will be limited to 3 minutes. There will be no discussion and no vote. If you wish to 

speak, please approach the podium. Please spell your first and last name for the minutes. 

 

Open Forum Speakers 

Melissa Vega, Lakeside River Park Conservancy: Announced the Conservancy’s 25th Anniversary Gala on 

September 19 from 4:00 to 8:00 PM and requested volunteers for parking, registration, and tables. In response 

to a member’s question, she confirmed that the event is open to the public and that tickets are available through 

the QR code on the event flyer. The event was also promoted in the LCPG weekly newsletter. 

 

Susan Roberts-Egley: Announced an East County Alliance event on September 9 focused on veteran-owned 

businesses, open to the public with a free lunch; the ongoing Coffee Connect on September 17 from 9:00 to 

11:00 AM at the Santee VFW, with free coffee and donuts; and a 9/11 Remembrance Day event hosted by 

Supervisor Joel Anderson’s office from 2:00 to 4:00 PM. Flyers were available at the meeting. She also 
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announced that nominations are open for the Veterans Luncheon, to be held on or around December 3, honoring 

veterans, veteran spouses, and veteran-owned or veteran-friendly businesses; tickets will be released soon. 

 

Steve Robak: Stated that a candidate for the Lakeside Community Planning Group has been placing campaign 

flyers in residential mailboxes, which violates federal law, and asked anyone who knows the candidate to inform 

them. He also congratulated the East County Alliance, noted that donations may be made directly to the group, 

and stated that approximately $30,000 donated to the group was retained by the East County Chamber of 

Commerce when the two organizations separated. 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARING (Discussion Only) 

A. LAKESIDE VETERANS WALL OF HONOR 

9841 Vine Street, Lakeside, CA 92040 

Video rendering of VWOH proposed for installation at Lakeside Community Center. 

Presented by Richard Abraham, Lakeside Veterans Wall of Honor, and Katrina Escudero, Wall of Honor 

board member. 

Project Overview: Richard Abraham stated that the project has been in development for approximately 

two and a half years in partnership with County Parks and Recreation and has received a letter of support 

from Supervisor Joel Anderson. 

 

Design and Location: The wall will be located directly in front of the Lakeside Community Center and 

will be visible and illuminated at night from Vine Street. It will be 7 feet tall with a 32-foot curve and 

black granite plaques, with capacity for approximately 3,000 names. The mission statement will appear 

on the right-side wall, and a QR code linking to veterans’ service histories will appear on the left-side 

wall. The U.S. flag, California state flag, and POW/MIA flag will be installed between the wall and the 

Community Center and lit 24 hours a day. The existing flower box will be removed, while the trees, 

drinking fountains, and light poles will remain. Donors will be recognized on the wing walls. 

Eligibility and Plaques: Applicants must have an honorable discharge and a DD-214 and will apply 

through the project website. Plaques will list the veteran’s name, highest rank, years of service, and 

major conflicts, with KIA, MIA, or POW notations where applicable. Eligibility will initially be limited 

to the Lakeside area, with possible expansion to El Cajon and Santee in approximately two years. 

Ceremonies and Funding: Names will be added twice a year at Memorial Day and Veterans Day 

ceremonies, and patriotic ceremonies are also planned for national holidays. Plaque pricing has not been 

finalized; an initial figure of $500 per plaque was discussed, with a portion dedicated to ongoing 

maintenance. 

 

Katrina Escudero, who also serves with the San Diego Air and Space Museum, presented the oral history 

program, which will include biographies, photographs, and recorded oral histories accessible through 

the QR code and an online library. She has developed a high school curriculum for students to conduct 

veteran interviews, and volunteers will receive training, including in trauma-informed interview 

techniques. Permanent records will be offered to the Lakeside Historical Society or a museum. 

Discussion: Members expressed support for the project and its oral history component. Steve Robak 

shared feedback from the Alpine Veterans Wall organizers, who recommended planning for future 

capacity, setting eligibility criteria early, balancing tile size with capacity, securing ongoing maintenance 

funding, and offering larger premium plaques for major donors. He expressed concern that 3,000 spaces 

could fill within five years and suggested reserving the back of the wall for future expansion. Richard 

Abraham stated that the back of the wall will display the Lakeside Veterans Wall of Honor name facing 

the street. 
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8. COUNTY PRESENTATIONS (Presentation Only – No Vote)  

A. BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS (BESS) ORDINANCE 

The draft ordinance defines Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) uses, determines where BESS 

can be located, and sets standards for reducing impacts to surrounding areas. The County is taking 

steps to guide the safe and responsible growth of Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS). By 

developing clear standards for BESS through a Zoning Ordinance amendment. 

 

Presented by Mike Madrid and Megan Honey, County of San Diego, Long Range Planning 

Project website: https://engage.sandiegocounty.gov/battery-energy-storage-systems 

 

Background: Megan Honey, County Long Range Planning, stated that in July 2024 the Board of 

Supervisors directed staff to develop zoning standards for the safety and compatibility of BESS facilities 

in the unincorporated area. The draft ordinance works together with the County Fire Protection 

Guidelines and applies to BESS over 600 kilowatt hours (kWh). 

 

Citing and Setbacks: BESS would be allowed in commercial, industrial, agricultural, and special purpose 

zones. Utility-scale BESS would not be allowed in residential zones. A minimum 100-foot setback 

would apply from all property lines, and the fire authority could require a larger setback. 

 

Permitting Tiers: All projects would require discretionary review under a three-tier system. Tier 1 (600 

kWh to 80 megawatt hours [MWh]) requires a Minor Use Permit outside commercial and industrial 

zones. Tier 2 (80 to 400 MWh) generally requires a Major Use Permit outside commercial and industrial 

zones. Tier 3 (over 400 MWh) requires a Major Use Permit and a public hearing in every zone. 

 

Timeline and Public Comment: The ordinance is anticipated to go to the Planning Commission in early 

2027 and the Board of Supervisors in spring or summer 2027. A public webinar will be held on 

September 17 at 6:00 PM. Public comments will be accepted through September 27 via the project 

website or by email to County Long Range Planning staff. 

 

Member Comments and Questions: 

Mark Hartley: Asked whether a facility in Lakeside would provide backup power to Lakeside during 

outages and expressed concern that lower-cost land in Lakeside would be used for facilities serving other 

parts of the County. Staff responded that the County seeks to encourage smaller distributed systems, 

such as community solar, that keep benefits local. 

 

Liz Higgins: Requested that the full draft ordinance be provided to the Chair for distribution to members, 

and asked how sites would be determined in mixed areas where industrial properties are adjacent to 

residential uses and schools. Staff responded that the ordinance is based on zoning type and that the 100-

foot setback was expanded to all lot lines to protect any neighboring use. 

 

Tony Santo: Stated that he reviewed the draft ordinance and provided technical comments, including 

overlapping tier definitions and inconsistent use of megawatts and megawatt hours; a 100-foot setback 

that does not account for battery chemistry, system size, or UL 9540A testing results; the need for 

system-level and lifecycle impact analysis, including grid and substation siting; and the lack of 

requirements for containment, drainage, environmental testing, waste disposal, and remediation after a 

fire. Carol Hake asked him to submit his full comments by email. Staff agreed and noted that the 

ordinance relies on the Consolidated Fire Code and state fire code standards for fire safety. 
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Connie O’Donnell: Recommended restricting BESS to M54 and M58 industrial zones. She expressed 

concern that battery fires can burn for days and emit toxic smoke, that a 100-foot setback is insufficient 

near residential areas, and that facilities would be concentrated in East County. 

 

Ron Kasper: Stated that a fire department representative should have been present. He referenced a large 

solar and battery storage project in Boulevard located near homes and schools, asked about fire 

suppression and noise, and expressed concern that such projects are disproportionately placed in East 

County. Staff responded that noise is addressed in the ordinance and reviewed by County Fire; that 

BESS is currently treated as a minor or major utility allowed nearly anywhere, and the ordinance would 

concentrate it outside residential areas; that many existing BESS facilities are in incorporated cities near 

substations; that the County has no land use jurisdiction on tribal land; and that the County does not 

build or solicit projects. All projects would go through discretionary review, with planning group 

notification and fire authority review. 

 

Susan Roberts-Egley: Asked who benefits from BESS. Staff responded that BESS supports the overall 

electrical grid, including during outages and periods of low generation. 

 

Public Comment: A member of the public asked whether any large BESS projects exist or are in 

permitting within the LCPG area. Members noted a proposed project near Interstate 8 that has not 

progressed. 

 

 

9. GROUP BUSINESS: 

A. Announcements and Correspondence Review NONE 

 

B. Required Training and Group Member Requirements NONE 

 

C.  Website Updates – NONE 

 

D.  Other – El Capitan Boat Launch 

 

INFORMATION ONLY – Board of Supervisors Vote Held on Tuesday, September 1, 2026 

Proposal to allocate $2.5 million in funding to the City of San Diego for the construction of the El 

Capitan Reservoir Boat Launch Ramp Extension. Based on input from boaters, anglers and other visitors 

to El Capitan, County and City of San Diego staff identified this as a top priority to ensure consistent 

boating access during changing reservoir conditions and support long-term recreation for communities 

throughout San Diego County. 

 

Attachment A – Letter from Dahvia Lynch, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, Land Use and 

Environment Group 

Report Back on Enhancing Operational and Recreational Conditions at El Capitan Reservoir 

 

Attachment B – Scope of Work, El Capitan Boat Launch Extension 

The existing boat launch at El Capitan Reservoir is currently unusable because of the low water level. 

To maintain boat launch operations, the ramp needs to be extended. The objective is to extend the 
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existing boat ramp by 200 linear feet, with a width of 60 feet. The extension will be constructed with 

reinforced marine-grade concrete to accommodate increased vessel traffic and varying water levels. 

 

Carol Hake stated that Supervisor Joel Anderson’s office requested the Group’s input, along with 

suggested letter language, before September 1. Because the Group had not yet met, the Board of 

Supervisors approved the funding before the Group could weigh in. She stated that she notified the 

Supervisor’s office that the Group meets monthly and requested more notice in the future. 

 

Richard Abraham objected to County funds being given to the City of San Diego, stating that County 

residents are charged higher parking fees than City residents at City facilities such as Balboa Park and 

the beaches, and requested that his objection be noted in the minutes.  

 

A member stated that, due to a recent legal settlement, the City’s nonresident parking fees will end no 

later than January 1.  

 

Connie O’Donnell asked why local tradesmen are not being used for the project.  

 

Members discussed whether a letter would be useful after the Board’s vote; Richard Abraham stated that 

the Group should still weigh in because the reservoir is within the Lakeside planning area. 

 

Ron Kasper moved to send a letter regarding the funding of the El Capitan boat launch ramp extension; 

seconded by Richard Abraham. 

 

A substitute motion was made by Ron Kasper to send a letter to the Board of Supervisors stating that 

the Lakeside Community Planning Group does not support the funding of the El Capitan Reservoir boat 

launch ramp extension project, seconded by Richard Abraham. 

 

Vote: 

AYE NAY ABSENT/VACANT ABSTAIN 

11 3 1 0 

Motion Passed 

Nay – Sam McGovern, Carol Hake, Spencer Hancock 

 

Carol Hake will draft a brief letter expressing the Group’s disapproval of Item 15 on the September 1 

Board of Supervisors agenda. 

 

10. STANDING COMMITTEES, SUBCOMMITTEE BOARDS, AND OFFICERS REPORTS: 

A. Design Review Board (DRB) Tony NONE 

 

B. Trails Kristen NONE 

 

C. Capital Improvement Projects (CIP)  Rod 

Rod Streeper requested that funded and approved capital improvement projects in Lakeside be posted 

on the LCPG website, including the Ashwood Street corridor improvements, the Riverford Road 

roundabouts, the Bradley Avenue improvements, the Woodside Avenue improvements, the Lakeside 

sewer improvements between SR-67 and Woodside Avenue, and a new traffic signal. A member asked 

about the requested sidewalk near Lindo Park Elementary School; there is no update at this time. Carol 
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Hake stated that she will post a link to the County’s capital improvement project page and include it in 

the weekly newsletter, which reaches approximately 400 subscribers, noting her concern that 

individually listed projects may become outdated. A member suggested including the date the 

information was last updated. Sam McGovern suggested that the Group ask the County to make its 

capital improvement information more accessible rather than relying on volunteer members to 

maintain it. 

D. Park Land Dedication Ordinance (PLDO)  Carol NONE 

(PLDO items, including the dog park, were addressed at the August meeting)

E. County Road Resurfacing Sasha

County of San Diego DPW has released its FY 2026/27 Annual Road Resurfacing list, which includes

33 Lakeside road segments totaling 9.46 miles out of 90.23 miles countywide. Most Lakeside

segments will receive a full Asphalt Concrete Overlay (planned summer 2027, completion by summer

2028), while 5 segments along the Pepper Dr corridor, Shir Mar Pl, Rockview Dr, Somermont Dr, and

Clove St, will get pavement seal (planned spring 2027, completion by fall 2027).

ABBREVIATIONS 
ACO = Asphalt Concrete Overlay PRD = Private Road Designation 
BL = Boulevard PVMT SEAL = Thin layer of oil, sand and gravel 
CMR = County Maintained Road  PVT = Private 
CT = Court  R/W = Right of Way 
E/O = East of  RD = Road  
EB = East Bound  S/O = South of  
ECM = End County Maintained Road SR = State Route  
HY = Highway TBG# = Thomas Bros Guide Map Page # 
INT = Intersection WB = West Bound  
MP = Mile Post  WY = Way 
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F. Association of Planning Groups SANDAG Carol

Carol Hake reported that the Association of Planning Groups (APG) is seeking a voting seat on

SANDAG. SANDAG has stated that it cannot grant the seat; a voting seat requires sponsorship by a

member of the State Legislature, followed by a legislative vote. APG met with the SANDAG Chair,

who expressed support but stated that he cannot legally grant the seat. APG will meet next week with a

legislator’s office to seek sponsorship. Tribal governments in San Diego County are pursuing a similar

process.

G. East County Chamber Liaison Sam

Sam McGovern reported that staff from the offices of Supervisor Joel Anderson and Supervisor

Monica Montgomery Steppe held a press conference at the East County Chamber on Monday to

announce a new East County small business loan program, which the Board of Supervisors has

approved. County-backed funding for small businesses, including those in Lakeside, is expected to

become available in the near future.

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 

Meeting adjourned by Carol Hake at 8:27pm. 

The next meeting of the LCPG will be on Wednesday, OCTOBER 7, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. 

FINAL AGENDA WILL BE POSTED 72 HOURS, PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

Meeting location: Lakeside Library, Community Room 

12428 Woodside Ave, Lakeside, CA 92040 

Minutes prepared by Sasha Reva, Seat #4 

ATTACHMENTS TO MINUTES: 

Letter dated September 4, 2026 to Board of Supervisors regarding Lakeside Community Planning Group’s 

disapproval of Item 15 on the September 1, 2026 Board of Supervisors agenda. 
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*** Visit our website for Agendas, Project Materials, Announcements & more at: LCPG.weebly.com *** 

Public Disclosure 

We strive to protect personally identifiable information by collecting only information necessary to deliver our 

services. All information that may be collected at this site or through a web or mobile application becomes public 

record that may be subject to inspection and copying by the public, unless an exemption in law exists. 

In the event of a conflict between this Privacy Notice and any County ordinance or other law governing the County's 

disclosure of records, the County ordinance or other applicable law will control. 

Access and Correction of Personal Information 

You can review any personal information we collect about you. You may recommend changes to your personal 

information you believe is in error by submitting a written request that credibly shows the error. If you believe that 

your personal information is being used for a purpose other than what was intended when submitted, you may 

contact us. In all cases, we will take reasonable steps to verify your identity before granting access or making 

corrections. See Contact Information section. 

For more information, visit https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/cosd/privacy.html. 




