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Valley Center Community Planning Group 
Approved Minutes for a regular meeting held on January 08, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Valley 
Center Community Hall, 28246 Lilac Road, Valley Center, California 92082. 
Oliver Smith, Chair; Ashly Mellor, Vice-Chair; James Garritson, Secretary 
 
A=Absent; Ab=Abstention; BOS=Board of Supervisors; PDS=Department of Planning & Development Services; 
DPW=Department of Public Works; DRB=Valley Center Design Review Board; GP= County General Plan; N=Nay; 
P=Present; PC=County Planning Commission; R=Recused; SC=Subcommittee; TBD=To Be Determined; VCCPG=Valley 
Center Community Planning Group; VC= Valley Center; VCPRD=Valley Center Parks & Recreation District; Y=Yea

 
A. Roll Call 

● Meeting was called to order at 7:13 p.m. and a Quorum was established with 9 members 
present. 

● Jeana Boulos - P 
● William Del Pilar - A 
● Susan Fajardo - P 
● James Garritson - P 
● Dina Gharmalkar - P  

● Steve Hutchison - P 
● Susan Janisch - P 
● Kathy MacKenzie - A 
● Ashly Mellor - P 
● LaVonne Norwood - P  

● Claire Plotner - A 
● Ann Quinley - A 
● Oliver Smith - P 
● Jon Vick - A 

 
B. Pledge of Allegiance - Ms. Janisch 
 
C. Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting of December 11, 2017 

● Motion: Approval of the Minutes from the December 11, 2017 Meeting. 
● Maker/Second: Boulos/Norwood 
● Motion Carries 8-0-1 (Y-N-Ab). Mr. Hutchison abstains, as he was not at the meeting.  

 
D. Public Communication/Open Forum 

● Ms. Norwood says that Mr. Del Pilar has asked that the two candidates running for the 
Supervisor position have an open forum concerning land issues in Valley Center.  

 
E. Action items (VCCPG advisory vote may be taken on the following items). 
1) Discussion and possible vote to accept Chairs Letter: Valley Center Planning Group 
Comment Letter to the San Diego Planning & Development Services on the INTENT TO 
ADOPT FINDINGS PURSUANT TO SECTION 15183 OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY ACT for the VALLEY CENTER RITE AID; PDS2015-STP-15-022, LOG NO. 
PDS2015-ER-15-08-021. Please refer to attached letter. (Smith) 

● The Chair explains background about the letter he sent. Ms. Janisch and Ms. Norwood both 
commended the letter. Josie Fox (audience) asks if the County is required to respond to the 
letter. The Chair responds that the County does need to respond. Any decision made by the 
Supervisors is final. James Chagala, representing the Weston Town Center, also sent a letter 
to the County.  

● Motion: Move to approve the letter as written by the Chair.  
● Maker/Second: Smith/Hutchison 
● Motion Carries 9-0-0 (Y-N-Ab).  

 
2) Discussion and possible vote on the Community Plan Update Subcommittees proposed 
comments and revised project alternatives for submission by the VCCPG during the public 
comment period for the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) of the General Plan 

 



 

VCCPG January 08, 2018 Minutes Page 2 of 5 

Amendment Property Specific Requests. Public comment period ends February 12, 2018. 
VCCPG made recommendations about alternatives to the proposed project study areas and 
their land uses and zoning in May 2017. (Hutchinson) 

● See Appendix to review thumbnails of this letter. 
● Mr. Hutchinson reviews a draft letter called Comments on the San Diego County 

Property Specific Requests. The letter delves into Agriculture, Traffic, and Climate 
Change. There are over 1900 acres of agricultural land with great potential located in two 
of the Valley Center PSRs [VC7+ and VC57].  

● Gerry Gaughan (audience) wanted to know about what the County is currently doing about 
the six properties in the VC67 area. Mr. Hutchison says that there are some properties that 
have unpermitted buildings, but Gerry did not agree with this statement. He says that none 
of the properties flooded last year during the 100-year-flood. Gerry says that the County 
never did a backwater study. There was discussion about land use designations, property 
taxes, higher density requests, and the Williamson Act. Mr. Garritson shares some of his 
concerns about the climate change section. He believes it is still a political issue and it has 
the potential to become an assault on property rights.  

● Motion: Move to send the Comments on the San Diego County Property Specific 
Requests [PSR] General Plan Amendment and Rezone Subsequent Environmental 
Impact Report [SEIR] to the County. 

● Maker/Second: Hutchison/Janisch 
● Motion Fails 7-1-1 (Y-N-Ab). Mr. Garritson votes Nay. Mr. Gharmalkar recuses himself 

because he owns land in VC57.  
3) Discussion and possible vote on the Prioritization Request for Roadway Pavement 
Maintenance in the Valley Center Community Planning Group Area. DPW requests your 
assistance in updating roadway maintenance priorities in your planning area. As DPW 
develops future years of planning, we’re asking community and sponsor groups to assist 
with identifying road maintenance needs in your area. This new list will help us determine 
where best to utilize funds and resources to provide the most beneficial impact to out 
roadway users. Please see attached documentation. (Smith) 

● Chair Smith explains some background about Road Maintenance Priorities. He says that 
this list prioritizes resurfacing of existing asphalt. Rich Rudolf requested that the County 
maintains all of Cool Valley RD. The Chair would like to see road maintenance on Valley 
Center RD, Old Castle RD/Lilac Road. He would like to see that the major ingress and egress 
issues are maintained because at least 40% of the traffic does not involve Valley Center 
residents. Mr. Gharmalkar asked about Cole Grade improvements. Mr. Hutchinson voted to 
have Fruitvale RD as the third major priority. Ms. Fajardo mentioned making 
improvements to Vesper RD, but really has no road preferences to prioritize.  

● A gentleman in the audience believes that Old Castle RD should be the number one priority. 
The motion is revised to prioritize Old Castle RD and make Valley Center RD the number 
two priority.  

● Motion: Move to prioritize the maintenance of these roads in this order. 1) Old Castle 
RD 2) Valley Center RD 3) Lilac RD 4) Fruitvale RD 5) Cool Valley RD. 

● Maker/Second: Smith/Janisch 
● Motion Carries 9-0-0 (Y-N-Ab).  

 
F. Group Business 
1) Meeting Updates: Next Regular Monthly VCCPG meeting: February 12, 2018 
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● The Chair says that he has just received information about the expansion of Valley View 
Casino. The VCCPG has until February 7 to make written comments.  

● Here is further information about the Valley View Casino Expansion Environmental 
Evaluation.  

● http://www.analyticalcorp.com/reports/2018/01/08/valley-view-casino-expansion-envir
onmental-evaluation/ 

2) VCCPG recommendation vote on candidate nomination for empty seat #13 whose term 
ends 1/1/2019. (Fajardo) 

● The candidate Mike Michalik did not show up tonight. Claire Collins withdrew her 
nomination.  

● Motion: Move to nominate Jennifer Lindley for empty seat #13. 
● Maker/Second: Fajardo/Norwood 
● Motion Carries 9-0-0 (Y-N-Ab).  

 
3) Chair will be filling out a 2018 training completion list. All members need to have 
completed the county training to be seated and indemnified by the county, Form 700 needs 
to go to ROV by March 31, 2018, ethics training every 2 years (Smith) 
 
4) Yearly elections for VCCPG officers (Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary) (Smith) 

● Motion: Move to make Oliver Smith the Chair.  
● Maker/Second: Fajardo/Janisch 
● Motion Carries 9-0-0 (Y-N-Ab). 

 
● Motion: Move to make Ashly Mellor the Vice-Chair.  
● Maker/Second: Smith/Boulos 
● Motion Carries 9-0-0 (Y-N-Ab). 

 
● Motion: Move to make James Garritson the Secretary. 
● Maker/Second: Smith/Fajardo 
● Motion Carries 9-0-0 (Y-N-Ab). 

 
5) Annual reviews for subcommittees (add new, delete old, elections for chairs and 
membership.) (Smith) 

● The Chair recommends that the VCCPG disband the Solar Projects subcommittee. The 
VCCPG also reinstated the Lilac Hills Ranch subcommittee. These are the chairs and 
subcommittees for 2018.  
a. Mobility – (Claire Plotner, Chair) 
b. Community Plan Update – (Steve Hutchison, Chair) 
c. Member Training – (Oliver Smith, Chair) 
d. Nominations – (Susan Fajardo, Chair) 
e. North Village – (Ann Quinley, Chair) 
f. Parks & Rec. – (LaVonne Norwood, Chair) 
g. South Village – (Jon Vick, Chair) 
h. Tribal Liaison – (Jeana Boulos, Chair) 
i. Website – (Ashly Mellor, Chair) 
j. Lilac Hills Ranch – (Steve Hutchison, Chair) 
k. Lilac Plaza – (Lavonne Norwood, Chair) 

 

 

http://www.analyticalcorp.com/reports/2018/01/08/valley-view-casino-expansion-environmental-evaluation/
http://www.analyticalcorp.com/reports/2018/01/08/valley-view-casino-expansion-environmental-evaluation/
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I. Adjournment 
● The meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 
● Minutes were approved on February 12, 2018. 

 
James Garritson, Secretary 

Appendix VCCPG January 08, 2018 Minutes 
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