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Valley Center Community Planning Group 
Approved Minutes for a regular meeting held on November 12, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Valley Center Community Hall, 28246 Lilac Road, Valley Center, California 92082. 
Oliver Smith, Chair; Ann Quinley, Vice-Chair; James Garritson, Secretary 
 
A=Absent; Ab=Abstention; BOS=Board of Supervisors; PDS=Department of Planning & Development Services; 
DPW=Department of Public Works; DRB=Valley Center Design Review Board; GP= County General Plan; N=Nay; 
P=Present; PC=County Planning Commission; PSR=Property Specific Requests; R=Recused; SC=Subcommittee; 
TBD=To Be Determined; VCCPG=Valley Center Community Planning Group; VC= Valley Center; VCPRD=Valley Center 
Parks & Recreation District; Y=Yea

 
A. Roll Call 

● Meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. and a Quorum was established with 14 members 
present. Ms. Plotner was absent. 

● Jeana Boulos - P 
● William Del Pilar - P 
● Susan Fajardo - P 
● James Garritson - P 
● Dina Gharmalkar - P  

● Delores ChavezHarmes-P 
● Steve Hutchison - P 
● Susan Janisch - P 
● Jennifer Lindley - P 
● Kathy MacKenzie - P  

● LaVonne Norwood - P 
● Claire Plotner - A 
● Ann Quinley - P 
● Oliver Smith - P 
● Jon Vick - P 

 
B. Pledge of Allegiance - Ms. Chavez Harmes 
 
C. Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting of October 8, 2018 

● The Chair requested that the Secretary always send minutes via email as a Word document 
attachment. 

● Motion: Approve the Minutes from the Regular Meeting of October 8, 2018. 
● Maker/Second: Vick/Norwood 
● Motion Carries 10-0-4 (Y-N-Ab) Chair Smith, Quinley, Chavez Harmes, and Boulos all 

abstain. Ms. Plotner was absent. 
 
D. Public Communication/Open Forum 

● None 
 
E. Action items (VCCPG advisory vote may be taken on the following items). 
 
1) Discussion and vote on the Capital Improvements Projects Lists (CIP) and impact of 
Valley Center Rd Corridor evaluation grant. The list communicates to the County which 
mobility projects are of greatest importance to the community. The item dealing with 
raised medians in the South Village will be separated from the main motion and considered 
separately. The motions and information about the impact of raised medians are attached 
to this agenda. (Hutchison) 
 
E-1a) 

● Motion (E-1a): Move to break the motion down into 3 parts. 
● Maker/Second: Hutchison/Quinley 
● Motion Carries 14-0-0 (Y-N-Ab). 
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E-1b) 
● Mr. Glavinic (audience) shared background about working with the County. He went to a 

SANDAG meeting and has spent the last three weeks thinking about road concerns in Valley 
Center. He believes that the County needs to immediately fix transportation issues. Mr. 
Glavinic explained that the VCCPG needs to make an escape route the number one priority. 
Proposition 6 lost and that means the gasoline tax money needs to go towards fixing road 
evacuation in Valley Center. Mr. Glavinic wants the Planning Group to make a strong 
statement in support of getting an evacuation road either at Mirar de Valle or next to Valley 
Center High School.  

● Mr. Vick agreed with Mr. Glavinic, but thinks the evacuation routes are a PDS issue, while 
Capital Improvement Projects are a DPW issue. Mr. Hutchison also explained that this is a 
different issue to be proposed to a different department and is therefore not part of this 
motion. 

● Judith Shazi (audience) believes that the Planning Group must make a statement to the 
County that supports roundabouts. She said that residents living near Mirar de Valle 
support roundabouts.  

● Mr. Garritson shared a recent example of an accident that took place on the recently built 
roundabout at the intersection of SR-76 and Valley Center Road.  

● Mr. Vick stated that this crash resulted in no fatalities or injuries. The roundabout might 
have prevented fatalities and severe injuries. 

● Motion (E-1b): Approve Capital Improvement Projects as presented. (Attachment) 
● Maker/Second: Hutchison/Quinley 
● Motion Fails 7-7-0 (Y-N-Ab).  
● Jeana Boulos - N 
● William Del Pilar - N 
● Susan Fajardo - Y 
● James Garritson - N 
● Dina Gharmalkar - Y  

● Delores ChavezHarmes-N 
● Steve Hutchison - Y  
● Susan Janisch - Y 
● Jennifer Lindley - Y 
● Kathy MacKenzie - N  

● LaVonne Norwood - N 
● Claire Plotner - Absent 
● Ann Quinley - Y 
● Oliver Smith - N 
● Jon Vick - Y 

 
E-1c) 

● After Motion E-1b failed, the Chair requested that the Planning Group revise the motion 
from “modern roundabout” to “appropriate intersection control.” 

● Mr. Hutchison requested to keep the term “modern roundabout” in the motion. 
● Motion (E-1c): Approve Capital Improvement Projects excluding 1C and Priority 3 

and replace the term “modern roundabout” with “appropriate intersection control.” 
(Attachment) 

● Maker/Second: Smith/Norwood 
● Motion Carries 9-5-0 (Y-N-Ab). 
● Jeana Boulos - Y 
● William Del Pilar - Y 
● Susan Fajardo - Y 
● James Garritson - N 
● Dina Gharmalkar - N  

● Delores ChavezHarmes-Y 
● Steve Hutchison - N 
● Susan Janisch - Y 
● Jennifer Lindley - Y 
● Kathy MacKenzie - Y  

● LaVonne Norwood - Y 
● Claire Plotner - Absent 
● Ann Quinley - N 
● Oliver Smith - Y 
● Jon Vick - N 

 
E-1d) 

● The Chair recused himself from a vote because he has a financial interest in a business 
affected by the Capital Improvements Project List (CIP). 
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● Ms. Janisch asked for clarification about the raised traffic medians. She wanted to know if 
installing these medians would force her to make a u-turn to go to certain businesses.  

● Mr. Hutchison said that in some instances, Ms. Janisch would need to make a complete 
u-turn. He shared that turn pockets are a matter of safety. Raised medians are something 
that some businesses support. It is possible that medians might have prevented some of the 
accidents that have occurred since lanes were added to Valley Center Road. 

● Mr. Vick shared that there have been over 400 accidents since Valley Center Road was 
widened. Study data indicates we will make Valley Center Road safer by installing raised 
landscaped medians. Some businesses in the past did not support the building of raised 
medians. Mr. Vick stated that some studies show that businesses gain additional business 
by 5% to 100% when raised medians are installed. Raised medians will allow people to 
make easier and safer left hand turns.  

● Ms. Chavez Harmes shared that traffic safety did improve after La Jolla added raised traffic 
medians. An audience member commented that comparing La Jolla (2 lanes) with Valley 
Center Road (4 lanes) is not a good comparison. 

● Janice Smith (owner of Inspirational Quilts) shared that her clients were concerned about 
the installation of roundabouts and raised medians. Ms. Smith shared that nearly 
two-thirds of Valley Center Road already has planted medians. She is very concerned that 
more raised medians kill small businesses. There are very few retail businesses in Valley 
Center and she hopes the Planning Group really thinks about the importance small 
businesses play in this community.  

● Ms. Janisch is concerned about potential problems raised medians might cause during high 
traffic parts of the day due to back-ups into travel lanes. Mr. Hutchison stated that the 
raised medians have not yet been designed. The motion about raised medians will only 
authorize a study of raised medians.  

● Mr. Del Pilar said that this is just a study right now, an idea that he supports. Mr. Vick 
shared that there are 25,000 vehicles that presently drive along Valley Center Road each 
day. He presented data to show that raised medians will make Valley Center Road through 
the South Village much safer. 

● Ms. Chavez Harmes Called for the question to end debate. All 13 Planning Group Members 
supported this request with the following Roll Call Vote: 

● Jeana Boulos - Y 
● William Del Pilar - Y 
● Susan Fajardo - Y 
● James Garritson - Y 
● Dina Gharmalkar - Y  

● Delores ChavezHarmes-Y 
● Steve Hutchison - Y 
● Susan Janisch - Y 
● Jennifer Lindley - Y 
● Kathy MacKenzie - Y  

● LaVonne Norwood - Y 
● Claire Plotner - Absent 
● Ann Quinley - Y 
● Oliver Smith - Recused 
● Jon Vick - Y 

 
● Motion (E-1d): Capital Improvement Project 1C: Approve Raised Median with 

turn-pockets in Valley Center South Village from Mirar de Valle to Woods Valley 
Road as an addition to the CIP list. 

● Maker/Second: Hutchison/Del Pillar 
● Motion Carries 12-1-0-1 (Y-N-Ab-Recusal). Mr. Garritson votes nay and Chair Smith 

Recused himself from the discussion. 
● Jeana Boulos - Y 
● William Del Pilar - Y 
● Susan Fajardo - Y 
● James Garritson - N 
● Dina Gharmalkar -Y  

● Delores ChavezHarmes-Y 
● Steve Hutchison - Y 
● Susan Janisch - Y 
● Jennifer Lindley - Y 
● Kathy MacKenzie - Y  

● LaVonne Norwood - Y  
● Claire Plotner - Absent 
● Ann Quinley - Y 
● Oliver Smith - Recused 
● Jon Vick - Y 
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2) Proposal of motion, discussion and possible vote regarding the landscaping issue at 
Tractor Supply as presented by the Valley Center Design Review Board, Keith Robertson, 
Chair. Information on Tractor Supply is attached to the agenda. (Vick) 

● Mr. Vick shared his concerns about the landscaping of Tractor Supply. He shared 
information about the 35 foot cement buffer between Valley Center Road and Tractor 
Supply. Mr. Vick introduced Keith Robertson, the Chair of the VCDRB (Valley Center Design 
and Review Board).  

● Mr. Robertson would like the Tractor Supply Co to enlarge the tree planters to help the root 
growth of all trees. Mr. Robertson said that Will Rogers, also supports this idea. The radiant 
heat from the concrete and asphalt could also pose a problem for tree growth.  

● Ms. Chavez Harmes stated that she left a subcommittee meeting with the understanding 
that the growth of the shrubs and trees would require time.  

● Mr. Vick stated that the Tractor Supply Co provided the DRB a rendering that illustrated 
that the landscaping would the building structure. 

● Mr. Del Pilar asked about the height of the building and the potential height of the planted 
trees.  

● Big trees take longer to grow because of root system establishment. Bernard Winzel shared 
information about landscaping. Mr. Winzel is the head landscaper and a state-certified 
landscape architect for Tractor Supply Co. Bernard said that the Planning Group needs to 
provide Tractor Supply an entire year to review how well the shrubs and trees establish 
themselves.  

● Ross Barnett, a developer of Tractor Supply Co, shared information about the architecture 
and landscaping of the property. Ross said that the Tractor Supply Co followed input from 
the South Village Subcommittee and also followed all community plans. He said that over 
$300,000 was spent trying to best implement the plans. He said that Bernie closely 
followed all landscaping plans. Ms. Norwood asked questions about the plans. Tractor 
Supply originally wanted oak trees, but followed the DRB recommended tree choice.  

● Ms. Norwood asked why would a business want to cover their frontage. Ross stated that 
they spent more on this Tractor Supply store than any other in the entire country. Ms. 
Boulos shared that she originally thought the hardscape was going to be softscape. It was a 
misunderstanding between the DRB and Tractor Supply Co.  

● Mr. Garritson shared that he believed that the Planning Group needs to acknowledge how 
beautiful the newly built Tractor Supply Co looks. He is very supportive of how the project 
fits the community character. 

● Mr. Hutchison did not believe that the frontage of Tractor Supply Co would turn out as 
hardscape. He also believes tree roots will not grow well under concrete. He is 
disappointed about the project. 

● Mr. Del Pilar shared that there are differences of perception. Tractor Supply Co delivered 
on the correct number of trees and shrubs. Ms. Fajardo shared that she did not like the 
looks of the building. She wants to ensure that the trees remain healthy. 

● Larry Galvinic (audience) shared that the choice of plants and trees in Valley Center is very 
important to how well they grow in our climate. 

● Eric Jockinsen (audience) shared that his home and property are  directly behind Tractor 
Supply Co. He feels that the developer is one of the best companies to work with as his 
direct neighbor. He spoke with Ross about fluorescent lighting concerns and the company 
immediately placed a facade around the lights to act as a good neighbor.  

● Ross stated that he wants to have a great relationship with the Valley Center community. 
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The display areas delayed the completion of the Tractor Supply store. Bernie worked very 
hard to accommodate a large number of trees. The County only requires four trees for 
frontage, yet Tractor Supply Co placed 13 trees in front of the property. Ross and Bernard 
have closely walked through the property to make sure all shrubs and trees will grow well. 

● Ms. MacKenzie noted that this situation was similar to the mix-up with the mail for the 
Planning Group. It is a learning lesson. The DRB assumed the concrete would be softscape. 
They didn't clarify what was exactly meant by "water-wise landscaping" i.e., obtain 
clarification. This is a learning lesson for the DRB. Tractor Supply did follow the written 
plans. 

● Mr. Hutchison and Mr. Vick shared that the current design of Tractor Supply Co is not what 
the DRB approved.  

 
● Motion: Moved, that whereas the proponents of the Tractor Supply project had 

documented 35’ of “Streetscape Enhancements with a 35’ wide water-wise landscape 
buffer”, represented as 35’ of softscape landscaping west of the Heritage Trail and a 
massing of trees to hide the display area, parking lot and building from the street, 
and whereas these conditions have not been met, the DRB requests that the VCCPG 
request that the County require the proponents to plant additional shrubs, hedges 
and/or trees, and/or increase the softscape around each tree to allow for more 
growth to maturity, as determined by the VC DRB to be acceptable, so that the 
proponent’s stated goal of masking the building from the street is achieved. In the 
future the DRB will make approvals from schematic drawings or construction plans 
and not from conceptual renderings. 

● Maker/Second: Vick/Quinley 
● Motion Fails 4-10-1 (Y-N-Ab). 
● Jeana Boulos - N 
● William Del Pilar - N 
● Susan Fajardo - Y 
● James Garritson - N 
● Dina Gharmalkar - N  

● Delores ChavezHarmes-N 
● Steve Hutchison - Y 
● Susan Janisch - N 
● Jennifer Lindley - N 
● Kathy MacKenzie - N  

● LaVonne Norwood - N 
● Claire Plotner - Absent 
● Ann Quinley - Y 
● Oliver Smith - N 
● Jon Vick - Y 

 
3) Update on meeting with DPW and DPS regarding the timing of the Valley Center Road 
Corridor Study, and conditions for developments along that corridor over the next couple 
of years. Also included in the report is the Community Plan Update which is to begin in 
January 2019 including Mobility Element roads #14 and #19. (Hutchison) (Appendix 
Attachment) 

● Mr. Hutchison shared information about the public outreach workshop from the County. 
There were five members from the County. Mr Hutchison shared that the County 
appreciated hearing about all information that the community provides. 

 
F. Group Business 
1) Meeting Updates: Next Regular Monthly VCCPG meeting: December 10, 2018. 
 
2) Re-Introduction and vote on the application of Dina Gharmalkar, candidate for an open 
seat on the VCCPG that expires January, 2023. 

● Ms. Fajardo shared that Mr. Gharmalkar has been on the Planning Group since May of 2017. 
There are additional candidates, but the paperwork has not been submitted within the five 
day window prior to a Regular Meeting.  
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● Claire Plotner chose not to run again and Ann Quinley will vacate her seat after the 
December meeting next month. Ms. Fajardo will send a press release about the Planning 
Group vacancies to David Ross, the editor of the Valley Roadrunner newspaper. 

● Motion: Approve Mr. Dina Gharmalkar to serve on the VCCPG for a full four-year 
term beginning in January 2019 and ending in January 2023.  

● Maker/Second: Vick/Quinley 
● Motion Carries 14-0-0 (Y-N-Ab) 
● Jeana Boulos - Y 
● William Del Pilar - Y 
● Susan Fajardo - Y 
● James Garritson - Y 
● Dina Gharmalkar -Y  

● Delores ChavezHarmes-Y 
● Steve Hutchison - Y 
● Susan Janisch - Y 
● Jennifer Lindley - Y 
● Kathy MacKenzie - Y  

● LaVonne Norwood - Y 
● Claire Plotner - Absent 
● Ann Quinley - Y 
● Oliver Smith - Y 
● Jon Vick - Y 

 
3) Introduction of Renee Wolf, a candidate for an open seat on the VCPG that expires in 
January 2023. Her candidacy for the VCCPG may be voted on at the group’s December 10, 
2018 meeting. 

● Ms. Renee Wolf has lived in Valley Center for 18 years and owns a small organic dairy farm. 
Ms. Wolf’s small farm is located on Lilac Road. She raises goats for milk and cows for meat. 
Ms. Quinley asked about what Renee thinks are the most important issues concerning 
Valley Center. Ms. Wolf would like smart growth to help retain the rural character. Ms. 
Chavez Harmes asked about what experience Renee would bring to the VCCPG. 

● Ms. Ward also owns a 24-year old bath and body business. Renee hopes that new retailers 
in Valley Center will provide jobs for residents of the community. Renee’s husband also is 
the co-owner of the organic dairy farm. They have three grown children who also live in 
Valley Center.  

● The Chair shared that the Planning Group has no formal power. The VCCPG makes 
recommendations to the County about policy proposals. When the Planning Group votes, 
we make reasoned, thoughtful, and practical recommendations.  

 
4) Continue nomination process for VCCPG seats that will be vacant on December 11, 2018 
and 1/17/2019. The first seat (vacated by Ann Quinley) carries a two- year term ending in 
January 2020 and the second seat has a four-year term expiring 1/9/2023 (Fajardo) 

● This agenda item carries until the next meeting. 
 
5) Continue nomination process for VCCPG-nominated member of the I-15 Design Review 
Board for Seat 4. This seat carries a term of 5 years after appointment by the Board of 
Supervisors. (Fajardo) 

● This agenda item carries until the next meeting because there are no applicants to this seat. 
 
G. Reports of subcommittees of the VCCPG 

● No reports were given.  
 
I. Adjournment 

● The meeting adjourned at 9:47 p.m. 
● Minutes were approved on December 10, 2018. 
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James Garritson, Secretary 

Appendix VCCPG November  12, 2018 Minutes 
Attachments follow on the next four pages. 

Capital Improvement Projects 
 

Priority  Project Name 
Description and Limits 

Project Type Priority 
Previous 
CIP Other 
Support  

Comments 

1 
 
 

Corridor Improvements 
 A - Modern Roundabout at 
               Valley Center Road (S6) and 
Mirar de Valle 
         B - Modern Roundabout at 
               Valley Center Road (S6) and 
Miller Road 
         C – Raised Median with 
turn-pockets  
                in Valley Center South Village 
                from Sunday Drive to Woods 
Valley Road 

Road 
Improvemen
t 
 

 Caltrans Corridor Study of Valley Center 
Road (S6)  
From Woods Valley Road to Cole Grade 
Road – In Progress 
 “The Project seeks to formalize a 
corridor access management strategy for 
Valley Center Road from Woods Valley 
Road to Cole Grade Road. This area 
encompasses two planned “village” 
developments projected by the County 
General Plan and Valley Center 
Community Plan. The villages will feature 
new residential and commercial 
development along Valley Center Road in 
a town center manner. The access 
management strategy will focus on 
intersection control, safe ingress and 
egress from minor streets, and evaluate 
transportation operations from a safety 
perspective of all road users, including 
people walking, biking, on horseback, 
and driving.” 
 
The Valley Center Community Planning 
Group has supported a motion for: 
Modern Roundabout at the intersection 
of Valley Center Road and Mirar de Valle 
Modern Roundabout at the intersection 
of Valley Center Road and Miller Road 

2 Special Type D Pathway  
Along Valley Center Road from Cole 
Grade Road Intersection to Vesper 
Road and continuing on Vesper Road 
to Sunset Road 

Pathway 
Active 
Transport 

#5 – 2017 
N/A – 2014 
N/A – 2005 
  

Active Transport 
Proximity to the Fire Station, Local 
School and the new Star Valley Park. 
Star Valley Park includes Equestrian 
Facilities 

3 Valley Center Road 
From Cole Grade Road to N. Wohlford 
Road 

Road 
Improvemen
t 
 

#9 – 2017 
#6 – 2014 

Similar to Cole Grade Road improvement 

4 Old Castle Road/Lilac Road  
From Valley Center Road to Old 
Highway 395 
Passing lanes on the two grades is 
requested.  

Road 
Improvemen
t 

#10 – 2017 
#  7 -  2014 
 

Passing Lane 
Between Old Hwy 395 and Anthony Road 
a passing lane in two locations should be 
added at the two major uphill grades. 
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Traffic Engineering Projects – Smaller Projects 

Restriping, Road Resurfacing, etc. 

Priority 

Number 

Project Name, Description and 

Limits 

Project Type Priority 

Previous CIP  

Comments 

1 Lilac Road and West Lilac Road Intersection 
Improvement 

#7 – 2017 
#4 – 2014 
 

This section doesn’t meet line 
of sight requirements 

2 Southbound Lane 
Valley Center Road and Lilac Road 
Right hand turn lane restriping 
 

Road Improvement 
Restriping 

#11 - 2017 
#  8 – 2014 
 

 

3 Old Highway 395 Resurfacing from  
Hwy 76 to Mountain Meadows/Deer 
Springs 
 

Road Improvement 
Resurface 

# 9 - 2014 “This road is in the worst 
condition of any circulation 
element road.” Note from 2014 

4 Westbound 
Valley Center Road and Cole Grade 
Road 
 

Intersection 
Add right turn 
pocket 

  

5 Cole Grade Road and Valley Center 
Road 
Southbound 
Improve stripping  left turn and 
forward movement lane.  
 

Intersection 
Restriping 

 Drivers ignore the current 
configuration.  
Multiple left turns from gas 
station driveway onto Cole 
Grade Road despite right turn 
only sign.  
Left turn lane and forward 
movement lane are the same. 

      7 Valley Center Road 
N Lake Wohlford Road to Cattle 
Guard 
 

Road Improvement   
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