
VCCPG FINAL MINUTES - July 2019 

 

Valley Center Community Planning Group 
  
Minutes for a regular meeting held on July 8, 2019 at ​7:00​ p.m. in the Valley Center 
Community Hall, 28246 Lilac Road, Valley Center, California 92082. 

  
CHAIR:  Oliver Smith 
VICE-CHAIR:  Jeana Boulos 
SECRETARY:  Kathy MacKenzie 

  
A=Absent; Ab=Abstention; BOS=Board of Supervisors; PDS=Department of Planning & Development Services; 
DPW=Department of Public Works; DRB=Valley Center Design Review Board; GP= County General Plan; N=Nay; 
P=Present; PC=County Planning Commission; PSR=Property Specific Requests; R=Recused; SC=Subcommittee; 
TBD=To Be Determined; VCCPG=Valley Center Community Planning Group; VC= Valley Center; VCPRD=Valley 
Center Parks & Recreation District; Y=Yea 
  

 
  
A. Roll Call 

● Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and a Quorum was established with 12 
members present, 2 absences and 1 seat vacancy. 

 
Jeana Boulos - P 
William Del Pilar - P 
Susan Fajardo - P 
James Garritson - P 
Delores Chavez Harmes-P 

Steve Hutchison - P 
Susan Janisch - P 
Kathy MacKenzie - A 
LaVonne Norwood - P 
Oliver Smith - P 

Kevin Smith - P 
Dina Gharmalkar - P 
Renee Wolf - A 
Lisa Adams- P 

  

B.  Pledge of Allegiance - ​Dee Chavez Harmes 

  

C.  Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting of June 10, 2019 
● This item was postponed to the next meeting as some members hadn’t seen final draft 

of the meeting minutes 
● Motion: None 

  

D.  Public Communication/Open Forum - Members of the public may 
address the Planning Group on any topic not on the agenda. 

● No discussions. 
  

E.  Action items 
1.     ​ Discussion and possible vote on Chair’s VCCPG letter to PDS on the Zoning Ordinance 
Update for Small Cell Wireless Facilities by county’s Planning & Development Services, 
input to county needed by June 30, 2019, need member approval (Chairman Smith) 
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● Letter was sent June 30th because public comment period ended before the July 
meeting, so it didn’t give planning group enough time, so Chairman Smith mailed 
letter. 

● Chairman Smith explained the small wireless cell facilities are non-discretionary 
providing 5G wireless systems. Goal is to put them in without excessive delay (see 
attachment 1). 

● Chairman Smith reminded the group to understand that reviews and 
recommendations by local groups would slow down the implementation of this 
technology. 

● County is the one who would want to make the final decision on location and 
aesthetics. 

● Vote for approval comes before the Board of Supervisors in two weeks. 
● Motion: 

○ Motion: ​To move to accept letter as written.  
○ Maker/Second:​ Mr. K. Smith/Mr. Del Pilar 
○ Motion Carries ​11-1-0 (Y-N-Ab).  

 

2.     ​ Discussion of the Rite Aid project and its progress. Reflection on what was done: right or 
wrong. (Chairman Smith)  

● There are two sides to the story with Arco and Rite Aid. 
● What can we do to avoid this? Make sure we are one on one with the relationships with the 

developers. 
● Developers baseline is the scoping letter. If they at least follow the scoping letter checklist, 

then they would still be approved by the County. 
● DRB didn’t really see the final product either. 
● Dorothy Kennedy (audience) thinks the main issue was not just school next door, but also 

the landscaping / planting in front. 
● Ms. Chavez Harmes said the planning group must be more diligent in checking all 

notifications avenues, including picking up correspondence at our PO Box regarding 
meetings held by the Board of Supervisors and that every board member should be 
contacted, not just a few when VCCPG should be represented at a board of supervisors 
meeting. 

● Mr. Del Pilar thinks we’ve learned as a board that we need to have timely communications 
from the subcommittee to VCCPG Chairman and of course to check the mailbox in a timely 
fashion. Mr. Del Pilar added we need to also continue updating ourselves on all the county 
policies. 

● Chairman Smith advised the applicant/developed said that they had not read the 
community general plan/guidelines when asked. Believe that they simply went through the 
options/county checklist regardless of the vote or opinion of the group. 

● Mr. Del Pilar said it is all about relationships and we should work more closely with the 
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county planners on each project so that they are more responsive and care more about 
what we care about. 

● No motion or vote is necessary. 

3.     ​ Discussion of comments and concerns regarding DPW Special Events Ordinance Update - 
The County is updating the existing ordinance for “Special Events” in the right-of-way. Special 
Events include neighborhood block parties, athletic events, and parades. See how this 
changes what Valley Center will see during local and national bicycle races through our fair 
community as well as how it affects local activities such as Western Days. (Chairman Smith) 

● Chairman Smith shared comments received back from the Fire District and person in 
charge of the parade. The concern that 90 days isn’t enough time to keep aprade as 
scheduled.  The parade group would like it to be more predictable and less chance of being 
turned down. 

● Ms. Chavez Harmes said she would like to see less ​bureaucracy ​and for the process to be 
less cumbersome for getting community events approved/permitted. 

● Chairman Smith said bike races in the past caused major concern and issues with traffic, 
roads being blocked and liability of emergency vehicles to have access through roads and 
up to Palomar Mountain. Having some pre-knowledge is needed in order for groups to be 
able to properly plan ahead for these types of events. Chairman Smith believes this covers 
mainly timeframes and approval process, not the fees. 

● Mr. Hutchison didn’t see anything in the document that suggested consultation with the 
local groups.  

● Ms. Norwood is concerned that an increase in fees will hamper and hurt nonprofits that use 
these events to fundraise money for scholarships, etc. 

● Ms. Chavez Harmes doesn’t think the current fees are exorbitant for a non-profit from each 
individual agency, but it would be expedient to have a one-stop for these fees as well as a 
way to update organizations as to whether their events have been approved earlier than 
just the night before. 

● Mr. K. Smith thinks it would be helpful to get feedback from each organization/event about 
this so we better know the type of comments we should provide. 

● Mr. Hutchinson believes the focus of this is an impact on Valley Center Roads and county 
roads and not private events / block parties. 

● Mr. K. Smith asked what is the county’s reasons for these changes. What are they hoping to 
accomplish? 

● Chairman Smith said this may be what is needed, as long as it doesn’t hold up processes for 
community events. Eventually, everyone would adapt and know the process and checklists. 

● Ms. Adams believes permits are needed so the applicant understands the rules and 
decreases the county’s liability. 

● No motion was made or vote taken. 

F. Group Business 
1. Welcome to new VCCPG member Lisa Adams & congratulations to Kevin Smith on 
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DRB position (Chairman Smith). 
Due to time limit, this item was not discussed. 

2. Discussion and vote on new Chair for South Village Subcommittee and Mobility 
Subcommittee (Chairman Smith). 

● Mr. Gharmalkar can take over mobility for just the next few months. 
● The Cole Grade road project needs to be addressed. Chairman Smith can take it 

on for now. 
● County would like to address our responses next month and then have a large 

forum to follow. Need to make sure everyone is notified well in advance. 
Chairman Smith needs that list. 

● Why not combine the two villages now that there aren’t as many projects? 
● Motion: ​To combine the North and South villages into one subcommittee until 

it is determined that they need separated. The North Village Chair will be the 
chair. 

● Maker/Second:​ Ms. Norwood/Ms. Chavez Harmes 
● Motion Carries ​10-2-0 (Y-N-Ab). 

3. Nominations Subcommittee update on search of candidates due to resignation of 
Jon Vick. Seat #8, term ends Jan. 1, 2024 (Fajardo) 

● Two applicants for seat Mr. Vick vacated 
● James Radden - Resident of Valley Center for 1.5 years, originally from 

Alabama, fell in love with Valley Center; has a strong background in negotiating 
and working with large suppliers and corporations; and feels the community 
plan to be very comprehensive. 

●  Kathleen McCabe - Has a small business (florist) in Valley Center and has lived 
here as a child and now as an adult for the past four years. She has been 
extremely active in the community and has served many residents and 
businesses in town, allowing her to become very familiar with every corner and 
backroad of Valley Center. Her customer relationships has allowed her to gain a 
unique pulse on residents opinions and ideas on Valley Center’s growth. She 
has experience on both sides of community planning; corporate side where 
developers present to planning boards and personal side where she has 
actively participated in design review applications and variances and 
conservation. 

● Applicants will be voted on at the next planning group meeting. 
4. Report of the VC Emergency Evacuation Subcommittee. (Chavez Harms). 

● Report from last month, June meeting, was rescheduled. 
● Joe Napier has vision. 
● Objective: What has been done, what’s needed, and where is it going. 
● Battalion Chief, Cal Hendrie,  has been added to subcommittee. 

5. VCCPG Standing Rules reviewed and recommendation vote taken on changes if 
needed, or keep the same. (Chairman Smith) 
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● Only subcommittee that needs just one person is nominated. 
● Ms. Norwood thinks something should be added about the Parliamentarian as a 

formal requirement to the standing rules: Add under page 5, Section II, “with 
majority vote, an individual may be elected to the position of parliamentarian 
(at the January election of officers) for the same period  of time as the officer’s 
positions. 

● Concern about how to keep a chair from overreaching. Robert’s Rules 
addresses this. 

● It is the individual members responsibility to speak up if they did not 
understand the vote. 

● Anything coming from the county whether it is sent to the chair or to a 
developer or to any individual of the public, it is considered public information 
we have a right to consider it. 

● Standing Rules correction made tonight will be voted on at the August 2019 
VCCPG meeting for full/formal final copy and then final acceptance will be 
voted on at the September 2019 meeting. 

6. Meeting Updates: Next Regular Monthly VCCPG meeting: August 12, 2019. 

G.      ​Reports of VCCPG Subcommittees 
a.   Community Plan Update - (Steve Hutchison, Chair) 

● Hoping to set a meeting in August. 
● Two projects: The first one will be assigned, Chairman Smith will handle the 

second one..  
b.   Emergency Evacuation Subcommittee – (Delores Chavez-Harmes, Chair) 

● See item 2 under Group Business. 
c.   Member Training - (Oliver Smith, Chair) 

● No updates.  
d.    Mobility – (Gharmalkar Chair) 

● No updates.  
e.   Nominations – (Susan Fajardo, Chair)  

● No updates.  
f.   North Village – (William Del Pilar, Chair)  

● No updates.  
g.    Parks & Rec. – (LaVonne Norwood, Chair) 

● No updates.  
h.    South Village – (William Del Pilar, Chair) 

● Combined with North Village. 
i.   Tribal Liaison – (Jeana Boulos, Chair) 

● No updates.  
j.    Website – (Kathy MacKenzie, Chair) 

● No updates. 
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 H. Correspondence Received for the July 8, 2019 Meeting 

1. DPW, Special Event Permit - email from ​DPWSpecialEvent.Permit@sdcounty.ca.gov​ to 
Oliver Smith, Chair, VCCPG. Requesting community group review and provide comments by 
August 2019. Will have an applicant workshop on Wednesday, July 31, 2019 at 2:00 pm for 
permit holders to discuss the updates and community input. Department of Public Works, 
Traffic Engineering | Special Events, 5510 Overland Ave., Suite 410, San Diego CA 92123. 
DPWSpecialEvent.Permit@sdcounty.ca.gov​.  

I. ​Adjournment 
● Motion: Motion to adjourn. 
● Maker/Second:  Chavez Harmes /Del Pilar   
● Motion Carries 14-0-0 (Y-N-Ab). 

The meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m. 
 
Minutes were approved on August 12, 2019. 
  
Kathy MacKenzie, Secretary 

 
 
 Attachments 1, 2  
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Attachment 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 

 

 


