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Valley Center Community Planning Group 
  
Minutes for a regular meeting held on September 9, 2019 at ​7:00​ p.m. in the Valley 
Center Community Hall, 28246 Lilac Road, Valley Center, California 92082. 

  
CHAIR:  Oliver Smith 
VICE-CHAIR:  Jeana Boulos 
SECRETARY:  Kathy MacKenzie 

  
A=Absent; Ab=Abstention; BOS=Board of Supervisors; PDS=Department of Planning & Development Services; 
DPW=Department of Public Works; DRB=Valley Center Design Review Board; GP= County General Plan; N=Nay; 
P=Present; PC=County Planning Commission; PSR=Property Specific Requests; R=Recused; SC=Subcommittee; 
TBD=To Be Determined; VCCPG=Valley Center Community Planning Group; VC= Valley Center; VCPRD=Valley 
Center Parks & Recreation District; Y=Yea 
  

 
  
A. Roll Call 

● Meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. and a Quorum was established with 13 
members present, 1 absence and 1 seat vacancy. 
 

Lisa Adams - P 
Jeana Boulos​ - A 
William Del Pilar - P 
Susan Fajardo - P 
Dina Gharmalkar - P 

James Garritson - P 
Delores Chavez Harmes-P 
Steve Hutchison - P 
Susan Janisch - P 
Kathy MacKenzie - P 

LaVonne Norwood-P 
Oliver Smith - P 
Kevin Smith - P 
Renee Wolf - P 
Vacant 

 
B.  Pledge of Allegiance - ​James Garritson 
  

C.  Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting of August 12, 2019 
1.     ​ Approval of Minutes from Regular Meeting of August 12, 2019 

● Motion: To approve the August 12, 2019 Minutes. 
● Maker/Second: K. Smith/Norwood 
● Motion Carries 13-0-0 (Y-N-Ab). 

 

D.  Public Communication/Open Forum - Members of the public may 
address the Planning Group on any topic not on the agenda. 

● Jim Chagala spoke to update the group on the Westin Town Center. Mr. Schafer, owner 
of the land, passed away 3 weeks ago. However, before his death he sold the property 
to Valley C, LLC and took back some notes that required a payment every few months. 
BOBS (a commercial property investment company) also loaned money to Valley C, 
LLC. Valley C, LLC never paid anyone, not even the county. Since no payments were 
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received, both Westin Town Center & BOBS filed suit. Valley C, LLC then filed for 
bankruptcy. Jim Chagala represents BOBS commercial property. Westin is now 
represented by the heirs of Mr. Schafer. BOBS is hurrying to complete the site plan to 
do the same as Westin had planned. However new traffic reports are now needed and 
it will take between 2-3 months before going back to the DRB and VCCPG for approval. 

○ Mr. Hutchison suggested the subcommittee meetings be published in the 
minutes (North Village). 

○ Chairman Smith said to send the minutes to Ms. Boulos 72 hours prior (for 
Agenda). 

○ Mr. Hutchison said to pass information to Ms. Wolf, a member of the website 
committee, to post on website and Chairman Smith said to send notices to Ms. 
Boulos. 

○ Ms. Chavez-Harmes said she has had no problems getting her subcommittee 
meeting notices published in the newspaper. 

○ Mr. Garritson believes it’s important for the public and group to know when 
and where the meetings are taking place. 

○ Mr. David Ross (newspaper editor) informed the group the newspaper’s 
deadline is Tuesday. 

○ Ms. Chavez-Harmes reminded the group the subcommittee minutes go to the 
county as well after approved. 

● Chairman Smith apologized that several items were not on the agenda tonight due to 
his vacation, that included: 

○ Cell Tower - delayed by Sprint. 
○ Cole Grade Road - received letter from VCPW with letters and responses. 
○ ABC for Rite Aid. Rite Aid applied for a liquor license. County sent the document 

and Chairman Smith spoke to the county this afternoon re: I21. Not received in 
time for the agenda. 

■ Mr. Hutchison asked if the county will provide more. Chairman Smith 
said no. The law  states “schools” must be a certain distance away from a 
place where liquor is sold. However, preschools don’t qualify. Neither 
state or county laws protect preschools. 

○ Special Events Ordinance - assigned Lisa Adams to write letter yesterday, so 
can’t talk about it. 

○ ARCO station. Haven’t gone through North Community Subcommittee, so not on 
agenda. 

○ PLDO funds request for Parks & Rec. So next month. 
○ Request for adding/deleting memberships on subcommittee - so can vote on 

that today. 
○ Standing Rules - will be covered tonight. 

E.  Action items 
1. ​Discussion and possible vote on PDS2019-VAC-19-002 San Pasqual Canal 
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Undergrounding Project Open Space Easement Vacation, located at Sunenergy Rd., Valley 
Center, CA nearest cross street - N. Lake Wohlford Rd., (APN 189-060-42). The City of 
Escondido and the Vista Irrigation District jointly operate the San Pasqual Raw Water 
Canal which conveys water 12 miles from the San Luis Rey River to Lake Wohlford. This 
project will relocate and underground a portion of the canal that crosses the San Pasqual 
Indian Reservation. The proposed alignment has been accepted by the San Pasqual 
Indian tribe and the Department of Interior as the preferred alternative. The City of 
Escondido has secured a 30’ wide easement for the pipeline through the subject parcel (O. 
Smith/Adams) 

● Mr. John Harris represents the City of Escondido and was involved with the design of the 
canal running from Lake Henshaw to Lake Wohlford. A small piece of vacation open 
easement is on Valley Center land. There are three sections to the project: (1) Replace a ½ 
mile long section 6-feet wide by 4-feet deep that flows by mountains through the 
reservation. The water duns daily throughout the year. As a result of litigation this section 
needs to be removed and put underground and covered by concrete on which can be a 
road. It is needed to maintain alignment. (2) New pipeline to Lake Wohlford Road, then 
connects to other pipelines that flow down to the Lake. (3) City of Escondido has secured 
easements needed. Previously dedicated to open space land will be used. 

● The portion in Valley Center is to be abandoned and returned back to natural landscape 
and requires looking at drainage and potential damage to homes. 

● Ms. Fajardo asked what prompted all of this. Mr. Harris informs her a lawsuit over water 
rights between the Indians and the City of Escondido. The lawsuit settled in 2017. This 
work is a result of the settlement. 

● Ms. Chavez-Harmes asked who is responsible for the abandoned land? Mr. Harris informs 
her the property owner is the tribe. 

● Mr. K. Smith points out the length is 2 miles long. 
● Ms. Adams asks why not exchange for open space easement? Mr. Harris said the agreement 

between the tribe and the City of Escondido has been done. Need to avoid any impact to 
soil studies done and the hard rock. Thirty feet on either side. 

● Mr. Garritson asks if it is possible to have an easement as part of the trails. Mr. Harris 
informs him there is no “public” intent. Mr. Garritson says it appears all changes are on 
tribal land, not in Valley Center. Mr. Harris points out the section located within Valley 
Center. 

● Ms. Dorothy Kennedy (audience member) inquires how can the land not be disturbed when 
drilling? Mr Harris responds “no chance”. There will be controlled blasting 9’ in diameter 
for 6’ piping. Small chunks at a time. Drill holes around before blasting. 

● Mr. Hutchison asks if mitigation can be elsewhere. Mr. Harris admits they haven’t figured 
out where yet. 

● Mr. Garritson asks how much the volume of water carried will be increased. Mr. Harris says 
it will remain the same. 

● Chairman Smith then asks why all the changes then? Mr. Harris again reports these changes 
are a part of the settlement of the lawsuit. 

● Ms. Norwood inquires what section is in Valley Center. Mr. Harris points out the small 
stretch in VC for the open space easement. It is a 120’ long by 35’ wide strip that is being 
converted to “vacation open easement” to the City of Escondido. 

● Ms. Fajardo asked how long it will take to complete. Mr. Harris informs her 12 to 16 
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months. 
● Mr. Garritson asks if the water will be cleaner. Mr. Harris confirms the water quality will 

remain the same. It is simply a realignment as part of the settlement of lawsuit of water 
rights that comes from Lake Henshaw that is diverted from San Luis River. 

● Chairman Smith: Is the City of Escondido working with VC Water? Mr. Harris confirms they 
are. 

● Ms. Kennedy (audience member) asks since the water goes through the La Jolla Indian 
Reservation, are they a part of this? Mr. Harris confirms they are a party.  

Motion: ​Recommendation to the County that this project is something we support with the caveat 
that the 30-foot wide by 120-foot long canal is mitigated in some other location within Valley 
Center.  
Maker/Second​: Chairman Smith/Chavez-Harmes 
Motion Carries: ​12-1-0 (Y-N-Ab) - Voice Vote 
 
2. ​Discussion and possible vote regarding APN 186-120-11 (Owner is Amit Kashi) for 
access to hook up to main Valley Center sewer line and to purchase four EDU’s for the 
property. (Garritson) 
 

● Ollie is the father of the property owner. His daughter, the owner, is currently out of state, 
so he is speaking on her behalf. The land is extremely rocky material which makes putting 
in a septic system very difficult. According to Walter Brad, Professional Engineer with the 
Water Department, the cost for a septic system will be between $50,000 - $55,000, that is 
why the owner wants to connect to the city sewer line. The county referred the owner to 
the Valley Center Water District and now the Valley Center Water District is asking for the 
VCCPG’s approval. The property is located very close to the South Village. 

● Earlier this year, in February, another application with nearly the same situation (Mr. 
Matthews) was approved.  

● The Kashi’s came here six years ago from New York. They visited and fell in love with the 
beauty. 

● Ms. Chavez-Harmes questions who is the property owner and Ollie says his daughter, Amit 
Kashi. 

● Ms. Chavez-Harmes asks how many units his daughter plans on building. Ollie states they 
only have plans at this time to build one house. It is a 5-bedroom house that’s been 
approved with the contingency of septic approval. Since the ground is so hard, that is why 
they are asking for the sewer connection in place of the septic system. It is a 9.69 acre 
parcel.  

● Ms. Chavez-Harmes asked if there will ever be commercial property on the acreage? Ollie 
answered no. 

● Mr. Hutchison asks why they are requesting 4 EDU’s rather than just 1? Four would be for 
four houses. Why 4? Ollie responds that Walter Brad suggested it. The Water District wants 
to cover for the future and it also generates more money to the water district. It is also 
better for the environment. Ollie goes on to explain that he has 2 daughters and 2 
grandchildren. Some day, down the line, they may want to build more houses for the family. 

● Ms. Adams points out Ollie has a right to develop the land as the property owner. 
● Mr. Hutchison points out that the information shared tonight is in conflict. 
● Mr. Del Pilar said Ollie is smart to plan ahead. 
● Mr. Ghalmalkar agrees that it is sensible to do all four now. 
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● Ms. Chavez-Harmes wants to see consistency. The owner needs one, but is requesting four. 
● Mr. Garritson said it is wise to keep the option open for the future to build more homes or 

to subdivide in the future of one home per 2 acres, which is 4 homes. 
● Ollie said he is from Iraq and when he was five years old, his family moved to Israel. The 

family is close and having a family compound makes sense. 
● Mr. K. Smith moves to make motion. 

 
Motion 1: ​Move to approve the request for access to hook up to main Valley Center Sewer line for 
APN 186-120-11 (Owner is Amit Kashi) and to purchase four EDU’s for the property.  
Maker/Second​: K. Smith/Norwood 
Motion Carries: ​13-0-0​ ​(Y-N-Ab) - Voice Vote 
  

F. Group Business 
1. Second vote on final VCCPG Standing Rules (as attached to agenda). Rules become 

effective after the second vote of the rules in September (Chairman Smith)  
● Mr. Del Pilar suggest publication of subcommittee minutes in rules 
● Ms. Adams inquires if VCCPG can do amendments as they come up. Chairman Smith 

said no, the group has to approve all of the standing rules with amendments. 
● Mr. Garritson asked if we can approve, then have another discussion for 

subcommittee. Chairman Smith said no. 
● Mr. Gharmalkar asked if there are separate standing rules for subcommittees. 

Chairman Smith answered no. 
● Mr. K. Smith pointed out there is a subcommittee section on meetings. 
● Ms. Chavez-Harmes suggested we vote as things stand, and then vote next year if there 

are changes. 
● Mr. Hutchison doesn’t see any difficulty in approving tonight. 
● Chairman Smith reminds group not to get too detailed. Things change over time. 
● Mr. Garritson suggested posted the standing rules on the website and send to the 

County and also put on Facebook. 
Motion: ​Move to accept VCCPG Standing Rules as approved to date. 
Maker/Second​: K. Smith/Garritson 
Motion Carries: ​13-0-0​ ​(Y-N-Ab) - Voice Vote 
 
2. Vote to approve the addition of Dee Chavez to the North Village Subcommittee (Del 

Pilar) 
● Mr. Del Pilar asks the group to approve Ms. Chavez-Harmes and Kathleen McCabe to 

the North Village Subcommittee to replace Jon Vick. 
● Mr. Hutchison questioned if Mr. Vick had resigned from the subcommittee. Mr. Del 

Pilar said no, but he wants Mr. Vick off the subcommittee. 
● Chairman Smith wants to hear Mr. Vick’s side first before voting. 
● Mr. Garritson asks Mr. Del Pilar if Mr. Vick wants off the subcommittee. 
● Chairman Smith stated Mr. Vick resigned from the other subcommittees he was on. 
● Mr. K. Smith suggests three separate votes. 
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● Chairman Smith said only one vote is necessary. 
● Mr. K. Smith thinks one vote should be about Mr. Vick separately. It is the 

Subcommittee’s chair choice who is on the subcommittee. 
● Mr. Del Pilar said “since Jon [Vick] lied to the planning group about the subcommittee 

not taking a vote when they had,” Mr. Pilar no longer has trust in Mr. Vick and wants 
him off the subcommittee. 

● Ms. Fajardo doesn’t think Jon lied or purposely deceived anyone. 
● Mr. Del Pilar pulled out copies of some emails concerning Mr. Vick’s actions and 

handed them out to the group (SEE ATTACHMENT A) while saying “this is the proof he 
lied.” 

● Mr. Hutchison says the VCCPG votes to approve and to remove members of 
subcommittees. 

● Mr. Gharmalkar asks if someone leaves subcommittee, is the seat reassigned or 
continue with current members.  

● Chairman Smith said elections are in January. 
● Mr. Garritson asks for second motion. 
● Ms. Chavez-Harmes moves to split to approve two separate issues: (1) approving new 

members; and (2) removing Mr. Vick. 
● Chairman Smith points out that by doing so, there would not be an odd number of 

people on the subcommittee, which is required.  
Motion: ​To appoint Ms. Chavez-Harmes and Ms. McCabe to the North Village Subcommittee.  
Maker/Second​: D. Pilar/Garritson 
Motion Carries: ​11-2-0​ ​(Y-N-Ab) - Voice Vote 
 

● Ms. Fajardo questioned the handout from Mr. Del Pilar. 
● Mr. Hutchison said Mr. Vick didn’t lie. 
● Mr. Garritson said perhaps change the language from liar to misrepresented would be 

better. 
● Chairman Smith advised the group that for Mr. Vick to be removed from the 

Subcommittee, it requires ¾ of 15, or 11 votes. 
● Mr. K. Smith questions if it is ¾ or ⅔. 
● Ms. Chavez-Harmes advised that ⅔ or 10 votes is needed to terminate discussion. 

Motion: ​To terminate discussion.  
Maker/Second​: Ms. Chavez-Harmes/Garritson 
Motion Fails: ​9-4-0​ ​(Y-N-Ab) 
Discussion continues. 

● Mr. Hutchison said the statement of Mr. Vick lying is not correct. What Mr. Vick was doing 
in his mind is legitimate and he felt he was being honest. 

● Mr. Del Pilar read from the email he distributed. (See ATTACHMENT 1) and followed by 
saying “No dispute.” 

● Mr. Hutchison replied his issue is about the disrespect. 
● Ms. Chavez-Harmes interjected telling Mr. Hutchison he’s missing the point. 
● Chairman Smith slammed the gavel. 
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● Ms. Chavez-Harmes said to the chairman “lead by example.” 
● Mr. Hutchison said “it’s about the disrespect. Not so much what or wasn’t said. Disrespect 

about…” 
● Ms. Chavez Harmes interrupted saying “Disrespect was shown by Mr. Vick when he got up 

and abruptly left the meeting, changed, and inaccurately reflected Jockison’s original 
motion in the (subcommittee’s) minutes. It’s unfortunate, but it’s all fact. He abruptly left, 
sent the letter to Chairman Smith and to the newspaper resigning the next day - and from 
many subcommittees.” 

● Mr. Garritson added Mr. Vick was not forced to resign. 
● Mr. Del Pilar informed the group Mr. Jockinsen was there, then looked at Mr. Jockinsen 

seated in the audience and asked, “What’s your take?” 
● Mr. Eric ​Jockinsen ​said Mr. Vick did not give correct information to Chairman Smith or the 

VCCPG. 
● Ms. Fajardo said she doesn’t think Mr. Vick wants on any subcommittees, but doesn’t know 

for sure. Calling him a “liar” is not called for. It’s inappropriate. Mr. Vick was very 
passionate. 

● Mr. Garritson suggested removing “liar” from the minutes. 
● Mr. Ghalmalkar suggested Mr. Vick was moving in a different direction from the public and 

had been for several years. He’s passionate, yes; but he’s in conflict with public interest. 
● Mr. Del Pilar points out he invited Mr. Vick to the subcommittee board for his knowledge 

and experience. But, now he no longer trusts him or wants him and motions to remove Jon 
Vick from the NVSC. 

● Ms. Wolf asks Mr. Pilar why he hasn’t contacted Mr. Vick. 
● Mr. Del Pilar responds that it is not needed per the rules. He doesn’t need to. He’s lost trust 

in Mr. Vick. 
Motion: ​To remove Mr. Jon Vick from  the North Village Subcommittee.  
Maker/Second​: Mr. Del Pilar/Garritson 
Motion Carries: ​8-5-0​ ​(Y-N-Ab) (Voice Vote) 
 

G.      ​Reports of VCCPG Subcommittees 

a.   Community Plan Update - (Steve Hutchison, Chair) 
● No updates.  

b.   Emergency Evacuation Subcommittee – (Delores Chavez-Harmes, Chair) 
● No updates. 

c.   Member Training - (Oliver Smith, Chair) 
● No updates.  

d.    Mobility – (Dina Gharmalkar, Chair) 
● Desmond Smith’s office called. They are interested in a combined group for 

mobility. Chairman Smith said great, but we still need to keep our 
subcommittee to gain knowledge. It’s in our best interests 

● Elizabeth Crane, audience member, said she bought a house on Cole Grade and 
is well aware of the changes. She was told rubberized asphalt would be used in 
the project to keep the noise down. Now she has been told that is not correct. If 
it is not being used, she suggests a sound wall. She brought letters. A sound wall 
is her good faith recommendation because they will help with the aesthetics, 
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safety, sound,  and light and recommends this to the county. 
● Chairman Smith asked Ms. Crane to email him the letters for distribution to the 

group. 
e.   Nominations – (Susan Fajardo, Chair)  

● No updates.  
f.   North Village – (William Del Pilar, Chair)  

● No updates.  
g.    Parks & Rec. – (LaVonne Norwood, Chair) 

● No updates.  
h.    South Village – (Jon Vick, Chair) 

● No updates. 
i.   Tribal Liaison – (Jeana Boulos, Chair) 

● No updates.  
j.    Website – (Kathy MacKenzie, Chair) 

● No updates. 
 

● Meeting Updates: Next Regular Monthly VCCPG meeting: October 14, 2019.  
● Chairman Smith said at the next meeting the following be will be reviewed: 

○ Special events ordinance letter 
○ New/another statement regarding Cole Grade Road 
○ ABC / Rite Aid 
○ ARCO 
○ AutoZone Grading Project 

 
I. ​Adjournment 

● Motion: Motion to adjourn. 
● Maker/Second:  Norwood/Garritson   
● Motion Carries 13-0-0 (Y-N-Ab). 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Minutes were approved on October 14, 2019. 
  
Kathy MacKenzie, Secretary 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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