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    Valley Center Community Planning Group 
PO Box 127 Valley Center CA 92082 
Notice of Regular Meeting; Agenda  

November 13, 2017 at 7:00 pm 
Valley Center Community Hall, 28246 Lilac Road, Valley Center, CA 92082 

 

 
 

Oliver Smith 
Chair 

oliver.smith@philips.com 
 

Ashly Mellor 
Vice Chair 

ashlymellor@gmail.com  
 

James Garritson 
Secretary 

vc@garritson.com 
   
 

Jeana Boulos 
Jeana.h.boulos@gmail.com 

 
William Del Pilar 

Wdelpilar-vccpg@outlook.com 
 

Susan Fajardo 
susanfarr@vcweb.org  

 
Mary Gaines 

msgainesmary@gmail.com   
 

Dina Gharmalkar 
dinargharmalkar@yahoo.com 

 
  Steve Hutchison 

hutchisonsm@gmail.com 
 

Susan Janisch 
socaljj@cts.com  

 
Kathy MacKenzie 

valleycenterplans@gmail.com 
 

LaVonne  Norwood 
lavonne@armorfabrication.com 

 
Claire Plotner 

claireplotner@mac.com  
 

Ann Quinley 
Ann.quinley@Pomona.edu  

 
Jon Vick 

JonVick2@aol.com 
  

 
 

A. Roll Call 
B.  Pledge of Allegiance 
C. Approval of Minutes from Regular Meetings of October 9, 2017 

D. Public Communication/Open Forum 
Members of the public may address the Planning Group on any topic not on the agenda.  There is a three-
minute time limit per speaker unless otherwise negotiated with the Chair.  Planning Group cannot discuss or 
vote on topic but may place the item on a future agenda.  Speakers are encouraged to complete a Request to 
Speak form prior to the start of the meeting. 

E.   Action items (VCCPG advisory vote may be taken on the following items).   
The agenda is available to members prior to regular meetings through email distribution and is also 
available for public review at the same time at the Valley Center Community Hall.  Hardcopy documents 
for public review will also be made available at the regular meetings. 

1)  VCCPG vote to approve or deny attached letter for CDBG road improvement request by Chair that had to 
be submitted prior to this meeting. (Smith) 

2) Discussion Item – attached email to Robert Fuller from Chair regarding Valley Center concerns with Giro di 
San Diego bicycle race on 22Oct2017 (Smith). 

3) Discussion and possible recommendation vote on Honorary Bridge Naming for Valley Center Bridges. 
Please see attached documentation.  (Smith) 

4)  Discussion of Highway to the Stars signage rollout and mini ceremony scheduled November 18th after drive 
up to Palomar Observatory (Smith). 

5) Discussion only on recent activity regarding Williams Riviera Ranch Estates residential properties behind 
the North Village commercial area. (Quinley) 

6) Discussion and possible recommendation vote on PDS2017-TM-5087TE Orchard Run Time Extension. 
Planning and Development Services is preparing to take the project to the Planning Commission as an 
informational item in the next few month and was requesting any comments or concerns from the CPG to 
be provided before that time. PDS received the PDS 534 form showing that the VCCPG discussed Orchard 
Run and had no objections but it did not include a vote. Pursuant to Board Policy I-1 the group shall complete 
its review, write its recommendation, and forward it to the Department of Planning & Development Services 
pursuant to Form #534 so that the recommendation can be included in transmittal of the project 
correspondence/staff report to the project applicant and the applicable hearing body or officer. Please see 
attached documentation. (Vick) 

7) Discussion only of the Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Application. The Project seeks 
to formalize a corridor access management strategy for Valley Center Road from Woods Valley Road to 
Cole Grade Road. This area encompasses two planned “village” developments projected by the County 
General Plan and Valley Center Community Plan. The access management strategy will focus on 
intersection control, safe ingress and egress from minor stress, and evaluate transportation operations from 
a safety perspective of all road users, including people walking, biking, on horseback, and driving. Please 
see attached documentation. (Smith) 

F. Group Business 
1) Meeting Updates: Next Regular Monthly VCCPG meeting:  December 11, 2017 

2) Nominations and Applications: Announcement of resignation of VCCPG member Mary Gaines in Seat # 
13, current term expiring January 1, 2021, initiation of nomination process to fill the vacancy. (Fajardo)  
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G. Reports of subcommittees of the VCCPG 
a.  Mobility – (Claire Plotner, Chair) 
b.  Community Plan Update -- (Steve Hutchison, Chair) 
c.  Member Training (Oliver Smith, Chair)  
d.  Nominations – (Susan Fajardo, Chair) 
e.  North Village – (Ann Quinley, Chair) 
f.      Parks & Rec. – (LaVonne Norwood, Chair) 
g.  South Village - (Jon Vick, Chair)  
h.  Tribal Liaison – (Jeana Boulos, Chair) 
i.      Website – (Ashly Mellor, Chair) 
j.      Solar Projects - (Oliver Smith, Chair) 
k.  Lilac Plaza - (Ann Quinley, Chair) 

H. Correspondence Received for the November 2017 meeting 
1) Planning and Development Services to VCCPG via mail 10/12/2017; PDS2016-TPM-21248  Banuelos TPM. This project involves a 

lot split on property located at Cole Grade Road and Vista Real; Owners are Raymundo and Rosa Banuelos at rib@rbsconcrete.com 
or 760-750-7403; Contact person is Larry Paxton at Paxton Survey@yahoo.com. The proponent proposes dividing 4.81 acre property 
into two parcels of 2 acres or larger. Access will be from Cole Grade Road over an existing driveway. The project will allow each 
parcel to have its own dwelling unit. (Janisch, MacKenzie)   

2) Planning and Development Services to VCCPG via mail 10/12/2017; PDS2015-REZ-15-005 Park Circle Zone Reclassification, 
Tentative Map, and Major Use Permit, Land Use Agenda Item. This is a request for the Board of Supervisors (Board) to evaluate 
and consider a proposed Zone Reclassification, tentative map and Major Use Permit and adopt the Environmental Findings for the 
Park Circle Project. The Zone Reclassification requires all three permits to be approved by the Board. The Park Circle Project is 
located on 73.9 acres and consists of 332 single-family residences, a 4.2 commercial center, a 2.6-acre public park, 1.9 acres of 
private parks, and a 1.6-acre private recreational facility. (South Village)  

3) San Diego County Planning Commission to VCCPG via mail 10/10/2017; Notice of Public Hearing PDS2015-POD-15-002 Climate 
Action Plan (CAP)- Informational Presentation. Staff will be providing an informational presentation on the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Strategies and Measures in the draft County of San Diego Climate Action Plan. This is an information item only; no action 
will be taken by the Planning Commission. Friday October 20, 2017 at 9am COC Conference Center Hearing Room, 5520 Overland 
Avenue, San Diego, CA. (Smith) 

4) Historical Site Board to VCCPG via mail 10/03/2017; Notice of Public Hearing PDS2017-MAA-17-003 Snyder/Bouvet Residence; 
The applicant is requesting historical designation to the County’s Local Register for the Snyder/Bouvet Residence that is a one story 
Pueblo-Territorial Revival style adobe that was designed by silent film actress, Corinne Griffith and constructed in 1942. The 
Snyder/Bouvet Residence is located at 5407 Linea del Cielo, in the San Dieguito Community Plan Area, within Unincorporated San 
Diego County. PDS2015-STP-15-004 Warner Springs Cultural Trust Protective Fence; The applicant is requesting a Site Plan to 
authorize the completion of protective fencing for the Warner Spring Cultural Preserve. The fence is located on State Route 79, along 
the property boundary near the Warner Springs Ranch Resort and Los Tules residential development, North Mountain Subregional 
Plan Area, Unincorporated San Diego County. October 16, 2017, 6:30pm. Public Hearing Chambers, 5520 Overland Avenue, San 
Diego, CA 92123. (Smith) 

5) DPW Traffic Engineering to VCCPG via email 10/20/2018; Honorary Bridge Naming in San Diego County. The Board of 
Supervisors wishes to pursue honorary naming of bridges within San Diego County.  Constituents within the County have expressed 
interest in naming bridges to honor individuals and entities from within their unincorporated communities.  An Honorary Bridge 
Naming policy will provide an opportunity for constituents to honor an individual or entity and celebrate their community’s unique 
history. (Smith) 

6) Planning and Development Services to VCCPG via email 10/20/2017 & 10/23/2017; CalTrans Sustainable Transportation Planning 
Sustainable Communities Grant Application for Valley Center Road Village Corridor Concept Plan and supporting documents from 
the County of San Diego. On 10/20/2017 PDS staff submitted the application for the Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning 
Grant for the proposed Valley Center Road Village Corridor Concept Plan.  The results of the grant application are expected to be 
announced in early 2018. (Vick) 

I. Adjournment 
 

 

Public Disclosure Notice 

    We strive to protect personally identifiable information by collecting only information necessary to deliver our services. All 
information that may be collected becomes public record that may be subject to inspection and copying by the public, 
unless an exemption in law exists. In the event of a conflict between this Privacy Notice and any County ordinance or other 
law governing the County's disclosure of records, the County ordinance or other applicable law will control. 

  

Access and Correction of Personal Information  

    You can review any personal information collected about you. You may recommend changes to your personal information 
you believe is in error by submitting a written request that credibly shows the error.  If you believe that your personal 
information is being used for a purpose other than what was intended when submitted, you may contact us. In all cases, we 
will take reasonable steps to verify your identity before granting access or making corrections. 
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E. 1) CDBG Road Improvement Request Letter 

 

Valley Center Community Planning Group
P0 Box 127 Valley Center CA 92082

Marco De La Toba, Housing Program Analyst
Housing and Community Development Services
County of San Diego Health & Human Services Agency
1600 Pacific Highway, Room 206
San Diego, CA 92101

______________

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENT BLOCK GRANT

Per your informational email on 9/18/2017 regarding CDBG applications, you asked
for the community planning groups to reach out to local residents to see if they had an
appropriate application. For the short term, the Valley Center Community Planning
Group supports local resident Dorothy Kennedy’s request:

$5,000 to bring Villa Sierra Road near 15260 in Valley Center, CA 92082 back to a safe
drivable condition while we await further action by the County in completing Corridor
11 of the Community Evacuation Route Study which included Villa Sierra Road.

___________________________

Whether or not the County gets around to making the area safe in case of fire, the repair
to the road is an emergency fix that needs to be done now, before the rain, to keep it at
least intact as our only exit to safety.

Please let me know if this road repair would be considered an “eligible project”.

___________________

If you have further questions, I can be reached at (760) 703-1455.

Kathy MacKenzie
valleycenterplans@gmail.com

Ashly Mellor
ash him eli or@ci mail. corn

LaVonne Norwood
lavonne@armorfabrication.com

Claire Plotner
claire p lotner@mac.com

October 19, 2017

Dear Sir;

Oliver Smith
Chair

oliver.smith@philips.com

Ann Quinley
Vice Chair

Ann .puinley@Pomona.edu

James Garritson
Secretary

vc@garritson.com

Jeana Boulos
jeana.h.boulos@omail.com

William Del Pilar
Wdelpilar—vccpg@outlook.com

Susan Fajardo
susanfarr@vcweb.org

Mary Gaines
msgainesmarv@cimail.com

Dma Gharmalkar
dinargharmalkar@yahoo.com

Steve Hutchison
ht.jtchisonsm@gmail.com

Susan Janisch
socalii@cts.com

Respectfully,

Oliver Smith, hair
Valley Center Community Planning Group

cc: Caylin Frank, Supervisor Horn’s Office

Jon Vick
JonVick2@aol.com

Page 1 of 1
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E. 2) Concerns with Giro di San Diego Bicycle Race Email 
 

From: Smith, Oliver  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 2:29 PM 
To: 'Robert.Fuller@sdcounty.ca.gov' 
Subject: Impact of Giro di San Diego Bicycle race on Valley Center 
  
Special Event Permit Coordinator Robert Fuller 
DPW / Transportation Division, Special Event Permits 
County of San Diego, 
5510 Overland Ave., Ste 410, Rm 470 (MS0334), 
San Diego, CA 92123 
  
Sir, 
I am emailing you today as the Chair of the Valley Center Community Planning Group, a Director of the Valley Center Fire 
Protection District, and most importantly a Valley Center resident, to express concerns regarding the Giro di San Diego bike 
race that occurred yesterday through Valley Center: 

1)     Bates Nut Farm, a major business in Valley Center has had their primary Pumpkin Patch event during October weekends 
every year going back several decades, with weekends closer to Halloween being the heavy visitor days.  There is significant 
heavy traffic from outside Valley Center in and out of Bates Nut Farm this time of year on Woods Valley Rd between Lake 
Wohlford Rd and Valley Center Rd.  Bates was given only a few weeks notice of the race and apparently no opportunity for 
effective input to minimize their customer’s delay and frustration. 

2)     The Valley Center Fire Protection District was given only a few weeks notice of the race and apparently no opportunity 
for effective input.  According to VCFPD Chief Joe Napier, fortunately there were no significant incidents during the race 
period of time. 

3)     The Valley Center Community Planning Group was given 2 weeks notice without the opportunity to comment and 
minimal time to at least spread the word farther into the community and media. 

4)     I personally observed 4 and 5 wide bicycles moving on Valley Center Rd where there is a designated bike path that 
allows single/dual file bicycles, resulting in significant incursions into the vehicle travel lanes.  I see these as totally 
unacceptable actions by the racers that unnecessarily risk safety and impact the ability of Valley Center residents to get 
around. 

5)     The bottom of Valley Center Rd hill into Escondido is undergoing road construction that results in having only two narrow 
lanes of traffic.  As the race began at Kit Carson Park in Escondido, I would have expected that Escondido DPW would have 
been consulted early on in the planning process, the applicant been made fully aware of the road construction that was a 
common element in all of the race routes, and would have implemented mitigation to minimize impacts on vehicles and 
racers.  However, I personally observed no mitigation having been implemented in the construction area. 

At a minimum, involving the Valley Center Fire Protection District much earlier in the race planning process is essential to 
minimizing the impact on Valley Center residents, Valley Center businesses, Valley Center roads, and Valley Center safety 
service impacts.  For instance, VCFPD could have informed you well ahead of time of the impact of running one of the race 
routes down Woods Valley Rd where Bates Nut Farm is located.  In that case, requests to move the race to November and/or 
changing the race route away from Woods Valley Rd would have had an opportunity to be seriously considered, if not fully 
implemented. 
These comments also apply to the periodic professional bike race that goes through Valley Center.  In that race, there are 
also significant concerns regarding spectators along the route and the trash and other debris they have previously 
demonstrated they leave behind. 
Please advise as to how you intend to address these serious concerns. 
  
Regards, 
  
Oliver Smith 
Valley Center resident 
Chair, Valley Center Community Planning Group 
Director, Valley Center Fire Protection District 
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E. 3) Honorary Bridge Naming for Valley Center Bridges 
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E. 6) Orchard Run Time Extension 
 
Orchard Run:  current issue… 
 
 
From: Radcliffe-Meyers, Lori [mailto:Lori.Radcliffe-Meyers@sdcounty.ca.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 11:06 AM 
To: Smith, Oliver 
Cc: Mills, Benjamin 
Subject: PDS2017-TM-5087TE 
  
Good Morning Oliver, 
I wanted to get in-touch with you regarding the Orchard Run Time Extension.  We are preparing to take the 
project to Planning Commission as an informational item in the next couple of months and wanted to see if the 
CPG had any concerns or comments you would like to provide prior to the Planning Commission hearing. 
  
I received the PDS 534 form that shows the group discussed and had no objections to the project, but it did not 
include a vote. 
  
Pursuant to Board Policy I-1 the group shall complete its review, write its recommendation, and forward it to the 
Department of Planning & Development Services pursuant to Form #534 so that the recommendation can be 
included in transmittal of the project correspondence/staff report to the project applicant and the applicable 
hearing body or officer. 
  
Please let me know if you have any questions and I thank you for your time on this. 
  
  
Lori V. Radcliffe-Meyers 
Land Use/ Environmental Planner 
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E. 6) Orchard Run Time Extension 
 
 
Orchard Run: a little history… 
 
From SD County Scoping Letter, dated May 18, 2017:  “The project is a Tentative Map Time Extension for the 
previously approved Tentative map 5087RPL which was approved by the BOS on June 17, 1998.  The project 
consists of a phased residential development with a total of 300 dwelling units on 118 acres.  There are no 
proposed changes to lot lines or conditions as a part of this Tentative map Time Extension”. 
 
“A Time Extension request is classified as a new discretionary action.  Current requirements apply…”  “…a staff 
initiated Project Issue Resolution (PIR) meeting will be scheduled if …the following criteria is met:  Identified 
major project issues remain unresolved”. 
 
Draft motion for VCCPG/June 12, 2017 
From the Joint DRB/SVSC meeting/June 5th, 2017 
 
Orchard Run:  The proponent of the Orchard Run Specific Plan, through its agent-in-escrow (Touchstone 
Communities), is requesting a 2-year extension on the Tentative Map for Phase 3 of the project (affordable 
housing).  
 
Whereas the DRB has objected for more than a decade to the project’s site design, due to excessive grading, 8-
10 feet high sound walls, densest housing located far from the Town Center with no walking access, poor 
connectivity with adjacent properties, no Road 19, and its failure to comply with Valley Center’s vision for Village 
development, and; 
 
Whereas, according to SD County DPS, Phases 1 and 2 of the TM have already been finalized and are not subject 
to VCCPG or DRB review or changes, and 
 
Whereas Touchstone Communities is preparing a presentation to illustrate to the VC community how the Orchard 
Run project will blend in with Park Circle after they complete updates to comply with state laws, and updates to 
the project design so it will connect with the Park Circle project and make a “great” community”,  
 
Draft Motion: The SVSC, with 5/5 DRB support and upon the advice and recommendation of Rich Rudolf and 
Lael Montgomery, who previously reviewed these plans for the DRB and VCCPG, recommends that the VCCPG 
take “No action” on the request for a 2-year extension until after Mr. Garza has made his presentation on the 
changes and updates Touchstone is proposing for the Orchard Run project, including the addition of Road 19.   
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E. 6) Orchard Run Time Extension 
 
From the Minutes of the June 12, 2017 VCCPG meeting: 

Whereas Touchstone Communities is preparing a presentation to illustrate to the VC community how the 
Orchard Run project will blend in with Park Circle after they complete updates to comply with state laws, 
and updates to the project design so it will connect with the Park Circle project and make a “great” 
community. 

● Motion 1: Move that the planning group determine that there is sufficient new information available to 
justify reconsideration of the original recommendation. 

● Motion 2: The South Village Subcommittee, with 5/5 DRB support and upon the advice and 
recommendation of Rich Rudolf and Lael Montgomery, who previously reviewed these plans for the DRB 
and VCCPG, recommends that the VCCPG take “No action” on the request for a 2-year extension until 
after Mr. Garza has made a documented presentation on the changes and updates Touchstone is 
proposing for the Orchard Run project, including the addition of Road 19.  

● Maker/Second to Motion 1: Smith/Quinley 
● Maker/Second to Motion 2: Vick/Hutchison 

# Call to Order and Roll Call by Seat #: Time: 8:45 p.m. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Q 
U 
I 
N 
L 
E 
Y 

V 
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T 

S 
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D 
E 
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S 
C 
H 

N 
O 
R 
W 
O 
O 
D 

M 
E 
L 
L 
O 
R 

V 
I 
C 
K 

G 
A 
I 
N 
E 
S 

G 
A 
R 
R 
I 
T 
S 
O 
N 

M 
A 
C 
K 
E 
N 
Z 
I 
E 

Y  Y Y Y Y N Y N N Y Y N N N 

Y  Y Y N Y N N Y N Y Y Y N N 
● Motion 1 Carries 8-6-0 [Y-N-A-R]. proper format is Yeas, Nays, Abstentions, and Recusals, where 

members voting Nay be identified and members recusing themselves list the reason for recusal.   
● Motion 2 Carries 8-6-0-0 [Y-N-A-R]. 
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E. 7) Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Application 
 

  
E. 7) Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Application 
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