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Valley Center Community Planning Group 
Approved Minutes ​for a regular meeting held on ​November 13, 2017​ at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Valley Center Community Hall, 28246 Lilac Road, Valley Center, California 92082. 
Oliver Smith, ​Chair​; Ashly Mellor, ​Vice-Chair​; James Garritson, ​Secretary 
 
A​=Absent; ​Ab​=Abstention; ​BOS​=Board of Supervisors; ​PDS​=Department of Planning & Development Services; 
DPW​=Department of Public Works; ​DRB​=Valley Center Design Review Board; ​GP​= County General Plan; ​N​=Nay; 
P​=Present; ​PC​=County Planning Commission; ​R​=Recused; ​SC​=Subcommittee; ​TBD​=To Be Determined; ​VCCPG​=Valley 
Center Community Planning Group; ​VC​= Valley Center; ​VCPRD​=Valley Center Parks & Recreation District; ​Y​=Yea

 
A. Roll Call 

● Meeting was called to order at ​7:02 p.m. ​and a Quorum was established with ​14 members 
present​. Ms. Quinley arrived at 7:09 p.m. Ms. Plotner arrived at 7:25 p.m. Ms. Boulos left 
the meeting at 8:23 p.m.  

● Jeana Boulos ​- P 
● William Del Pilar ​- P 
● Susan Fajardo ​- P 
● James Garritson ​- P 
● Dina Gharmalkar ​- P  

● Steve Hutchison ​- P 
● Susan Janisch ​- P 
● Kathy MacKenzie ​- P 
● Ashly Mellor ​- P 
● LaVonne Norwood ​- P  

● Claire Plotner ​- A 
● Ann Quinley ​- A 
● Oliver Smith ​- P 
● Jon Vick ​- P 

 
B. Pledge of Allegiance - ​LaVonne Norwood 
 
C. Approval of Minutes from Regular Meetings of October 9, 2017 

● Motion: Approval of the October 9, 2017 VCCPG Minutes. 
● Maker/Second​: Mackenzie/Norwood 
● Motion Carries 12-0-0 (Y-N-Ab). 

 
D. Public Communication/Open Forum 

● Robbie Duin speaks about the Vons shopping center. He has concerns about drainage 
issues because of a wall that will surround his property. Chair Smith explains to Robbie that 
he can speak to the County about this shopping center. Mr. Vick says that he will get 
Robbie’s email address and send him information about any upcoming meetings dealing 
with the Vons shopping center.  

● Mr. Vick congratulates David Ross and the Valley Center Roadrunner for winning October 
awards.  

 
E. Action items (VCCPG advisory vote may be taken on the following items). 
1) VCCPG vote to approve or deny attached letter for CDBG road improvement request by 
Chair that had to be submitted prior to this meeting. (Smith) 

● Chair Smith explains the letter he wrote ​(see attachment)​ and sent to the County on 
October 19, 2017. The County did confirm that Villa Sierra Road is not a public road and 
therefore cannot grant any money or assistance.  

● Motion: Approval of the October 9, 2017 VCCPG Minutes. 
● Maker/Second​: Quinley/Janisch 
● Motion Carries 13-0-0 (Y-N-Ab). 

 
2) Discussion Item – attached email to Robert Fuller from Chair regarding Valley Center 
concerns with Giro di San Diego bicycle race on 22 Oct. 2017. (Smith) 
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● Chair Smith explains the letter he wrote about this bicycle race. He has concerns that Valley 
Center residents were not given enough notification of this event. Part of the race went 
through Woods Valley during the October activities that take place at Bate’s Nut Farm.  

● The County says that they are working on a three-tier system. Under this system, there 
would be huge, medium, and small permits.  

● Ms. Norwood said a friend contacted her with concerns about this event. Her friend nearly 
hit one of the cyclists and shares concerns about cyclists respect for moving vehicles. 

 
3) Discussion and possible recommendation vote on Honorary Bridge Naming for Valley 
Center Bridges. Please see attached documentation. (Smith) 

● There are 80 Honorary Bridges that Valley Center can name. The County Supervisors must 
approve the naming of any honorary bridge. Ms. Fajardo would like a bridge named after 
Sandy Puccio, a friend and library of the Hellhole Canyon Open Space Preserve. She passes 
around a petition in support of Ms. Puccio.  

 
4) Discussion of Highway to the Stars signage rollout and mini ceremony scheduled 
November 18th after drive up to Palomar Observatory. (Smith) 

● Chair Smith explains the story of how Earl Brown was able to .  
● The Chair says that the County did originally place the Highway to the Stars signage . The 

County placed five signs along Valley Center Road, but they have one condition. Valley 
Center must replace any sign that is taken or destroyed.  

● There will be a ceremony at Palomar Observatory that will occur around noon on 
November 18. The Chair will ask the County to send a copy of the native artwork for this 
sign.  

 
5) Discussion only on recent activity regarding Williams Riviera Ranch Estates residential 
properties behind the North Village commercial area. (Quinley) 

● Ninety-acres of the Weston property was sold. Herb Shaffer still has a financial interest in 
the property. Jim Chagala shares information about a flyer soliciting leases and the 
possibility to purchase  shares in this property. Williams Riviera Ranch Estates is a name 
that might not remain.  

 
6) Discussion and possible recommendation vote on PDS2017-TM-5087TE Orchard Run 
Time Extension. Planning and Development Services is preparing to take the project to the 
Planning Commission as an informational item in the next few month and was requesting 
any comments or concerns from the CPG to be provided before that time. PDS received the 
PDS 534 form showing that the VCCPG discussed Orchard Run and had no objections but it 
did not include a vote. Pursuant to Board Policy I-1 the group shall complete its review, 
write its recommendation, and forward it to the Department of Planning & Development 
Services pursuant to Form #534 so that the recommendation can be included in transmittal 
of the project correspondence/staff report to the project applicant and the applicable 
hearing body or officer. Please see attached documentation. (Vick) 

● Chair Smith explains background about this project. The Board of Supervisors voted in 
favor of this project and they are the ultimate authority in any decision. Mr. Gharmalkar  

● Mr. Vick says that Orchard Run is in escrow. VCCPG did vote on two motions dealing with 
this project at the June 2017 meeting. Kerry Garza shares an illustrative site plan for 
Orchard Plan and says that 48 of the affordable units are in Unit 3, which is the B region.  

 



 

VCCPG November 13, 2017 Minutes Page 3 of 11 

● Kerry says that this project did have a lot of discussion in 2010 and had a number of 
extensions. The tentative map for a section of the project is expiring and the SD County PDS 
has requested that the VCCPG take a definitive vote on the time extension request. Kerry is 
in escrow for this project and that should close this month. This project would be built 
simultaneously with the Park Circle project. There are a few updates that Kerry has made 
that include adding garages and making the affordable housing units into townhomes 
instead of manufactured housing. Park Circle and Orchard Run will now have trail 
connectivity. A pedestrian bridge will connect both developments. Ms. Boulos asks about 
what the County deems affordable housing. Kerry explains that half of the homes are for 
low income and the other half are moderate income families. It is very difficult to reach the 
affordable housing conditions. Mr. Hutchison asks if there is any new information about 
Road 19. Kerry says that everything is the same.  

● Ms. Fajardo asks about the phases in which these homes will be built. Kerry is the master 
builder and says that there will be four builders. Ms. Mellor asks about what projects Kerry 
has build in San Diego County. Kerry will share some of the projects he has built with any 
member that asks.  

● Mr. Del Pilar thanks Kerry Garza for all of the work he does sharing information with the 
VCCPG about his projects.  

● Motion: Approve the two-year time extension for Orchard Run. 
● Maker/Second​: Vick/Del Pilar 
● Motion Carries 11-3-0 Roll Call Vote (Y-N-Ab). 
● Jeana Boulos ​- Y 
● William Del Pilar ​- Y 
● Susan Fajardo ​- N 
● James Garritson ​- Y 
● Dina Gharmalkar ​- Y  

● Steve Hutchison ​- N 
● Susan Janisch ​- Y 
● Kathy MacKenzie ​- Y 
● Ashly Mellor ​- Y 
● LaVonne Norwood ​- Y  

● Claire Plotner ​- Y 
● Ann Quinley ​- Y 
● Oliver Smith ​- N 
● Jon Vick ​- Y 

 
 
7) Discussion only of the Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Application. 
The Project seeks to formalize a corridor access management strategy for Valley Center 
Road from Woods Valley Road to Cole Grade Road. This area encompasses two planned 
“village” developments projected by the County General Plan and Valley Center Community 
Plan. The access management strategy will focus on intersection control, safe ingress and 
egress from minor stress, and evaluate transportation operations from a safety perspective 
of all road users, including people walking, biking, on horseback, and driving. Please see 
attached documentation. (Smith) 

● Mr. Vick explains the corridor study and the grant for $300,000. Chair Smith says that the 
County has the responsibility of making sure everything is done up to government 
standards. He says that there are 650 potential homes that will affect traffic. The Chair says 
that nearly 40% of all traffic on Valley Center Road are from people who do not live in 
Valley Center. Ms. Janisch asks for clarification about roundabout diagram.  

● Larry Glavnic shares a proposal that would create a half mile tunnel under Calle De Vista. 
Mr. Garritson asks Larry to share information about the cost of his proposal. He says it is 
very expensive, but it would save money when looking at all of the costs of road expansion, 
roundabouts, and environmental studies.  

 
F. Group Business 

● Chair Smith says that he received a resignation email from Valley Center Community 
Planning Group member Mary Gaines (Seat #13, term expires January 1, 2021) on 
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Thursday Nov 9, 2017. The planning group is proceeding to advertise and screen 
applications per Board Policy I-1 and the VCCPG Standing Rules.  

● Ms. Fajardo notified David Ross about putting a notice of this vacancy in the Valley Center 
Roadrunner. She has asked that all applications be sent no later than December 4, 2017. 
The January 2018 meeting would be the earliest that the VCCPG could vote for a new 
member. It would then take another one or two months before the Board of Supervisors 
would  

● We need to also look for a new member for the I-15  
 
I. Adjournment 

● The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 
● Minutes were approved on December 11, 2017. 

 
James Garritson, Secretary 

Appendix VCCPG November 13, 2017 Minutes 
 

● There are seven pages of attachments beginning on the next page. 
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Cost to build NEW – Tunnel Road Segment – 3 miles 
item 1 New Road 

Segment 
Cost $Million 

ROW acquisition homes 4 2 

ROW easements 10 lots 1 

County overhead 1 

Tunnel 1 kilometer @ $5,000/meter * at two 15’ tunnels 5 

Paved 2 lane road= 3 miles x 2 lanes x$2 million/lane 12 

Roundabouts QTY 2 + signage 1 

Total Cost $21 

Easy scalable, just drill another tunnel yes 

Approval-time – environmental impacts 2 years 

Some studies say the rock boring costs using a  Tunnel Boring Machine (TBM) range 
from $2,000-$3,000/meter (FHWA, tunnel), these machines were developed in the late 
1900 century.  
This is a 5 meter diameter tunnel. –OLD PLAN 
Cost to build 4 New Road Segments – 6 miles 
item 4 New Road 

Segments 
Cost $Million 

ROW acquisition homes 8 4 

ROW easements   30 lots 4 

County overhead 4 

Tunnel 1 kilometer   0 

Paved 2 lane road= 6 miles x 2 lanes x $2 million/lane 24 

Roundabout QTY 2 + signage   0 

Total Cost $37 

Easy scalable no 

Approval-time – environmental impacts 4 years 

 
 

 


