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A. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. Requested Actions

The purpose of this staff report is to provide the Planning Commission with the information necessary
to consider the introduction of amendments to the County of San Diego (County) Code of Regulatory
Ordinances and Zoning Ordinance to allow for Temporary Agritourism Community Events. On
November 14, 2018 (1), the Board of Supervisors (Board) directed the Chief Administrative Officer
to streamline the process for local, small-scale businesses to provide food and goods at community-
based events on agriculture producing properties. The Board direction included allowing multiple
food and goods vendors during agritourism activities and eliminating the existing requirement of a
zoning verification permit to establish a Small Agricultural Store.

Currently, the County Zoning Ordinance limits food and goods vendors as part of agritourism
activities. Food and goods vendors would be allowed during agritourism activities through this
ordinance amendment. PDS requests that the Planning Commission consider the following: 1) an
amendment to the County’s Code of Regulatory Ordinances to define Temporary Agritourism
Community Events; 2) an amendment to the County Zoning Ordinance to allow for Temporary
Agritourism Community Events and eliminate the Zoning Verification Permit for Small Agricultural
Stores; 3) an amendment to the County Tiered Winery Zoning Ordinance to allow for Temporary
Agritourism Community Events; and 4) provide recommendations to the Board.

If the required findings can be made, PDS recommends that the Planning Commission take the
following actions:
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a. Find that it has reviewed and considered the information contained in the Agriculture Promotion 
Final Program Environmental Impact Report (FPEIR), dated March 15, 2017, on file with PDS 
as Environmental Review Number PDS2015-ER-15-001, the Draft Addendum, and the 
Environmental Review Update Checklist Form, dated October 25, 2019, on file with PDS as 
Environmental Review Number PDS2019-POD-19-002, prior to making its recommendations. 
(Attachment A) 
 

b. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors adopt the attached Staff Recommendation Form of 
Ordinance to amend the Regulatory Code: 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO REGULATORY CODE TO 
DEFINE TEMPORARY AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY EVENTS (POD 19-002). (Attachments B 
and C) 
 

c. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors adopt the attached Staff Recommendation Form of 
Ordinance to amend the Zoning Code related to Agricultural Tourism to allow for Temporary 
Agritourism Community Events and to eliminate the Zoning Verification Permit for Small 
Agricultural Stores: 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ZONING ORDINANCE 
RELATED TO AGRICULTURAL TOURISM TO DEFINE AND ALLOW FOR TEMPORARY 
AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY EVENTS (POD 19-002). (Attachments D and E) 
 

d. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors adopt the attached Staff Recommendation Form of 
Ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance related to wineries: 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ZONING ORDINANCE 
RELATED TO WINERIES TO ALLOW FOR TEMPORARY AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY 
EVENTS (POD 19-002). (Attachments F and G) 
 

2. Key Requirements for Requested Actions 
 

a. Is the proposed project consistent with the vision, goals, and polices of the General Plan?  
 

b. Is the proposed Project consistent with the County’s Zoning Ordinance?  
 

c. Does the proposed Project comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)? 
 

B. PROPOSAL 
 
1. Background 
 

On November 14, 2018 (1), the Board directed the Chief Administrative Officer to strengthen 
business partnerships for community-based agriculture events by allowing local, small-scale 
businesses to provide food and goods during agritourism activities at commercial agricultural 
operations. The Board direction included: 1) allowing for multiple food and goods vendors during 
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agritourism activities, and 2) to eliminate the existing requirement of a Zoning Verification Permit to 
establish a Small Agricultural Store. The ordinance amendments can help maximize potential 
economic benefits to the County and landowners by allowing the sale of food and goods on 
agriculturally zoned land during agritourism activities, consistent with Board of Supervisors Policy I-
133, Support and Encouragement of Farming in San Diego County, and General Plan Policy COS-
6.1.  
 
According to the County Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measures’ “2018 Crop Statistics & 
Annual Report”, agriculture contributes $1.7 billion to the San Diego County economy. The Board 
has taken a series of actions over the years to encourage and support agriculture production, 
including adopting the County’s Agriculture Promotion Program on March 15, 2017 (3). The 
Agriculture Promotion Program amended the County Zoning Ordinance to include new agricultural 
use definitions, and revisions to the animal use regulations. The new uses included agricultural 
homestays, agritourism activities, agricultural stores (small and large), microbreweries/micro-
distilleries (small and large), fishermen’s markets, and packing/processing. 
 
Agritourism activities are defined as an accessory agricultural use where the public visits a 
commercial agricultural operation for enjoyment, education or active involvement in the agricultural 
activities. Agritourism activities consist of U-Pick operations, where customers can pick their own 
agricultural products; tours; agricultural instruction or demonstrations; lectures or classes about 
agriculture related topics; and participation in agricultural operations on the premises. The intent of 
these activities is to support the continued viability of agriculture by allowing opportunities for 
additional economic activity and to educate the general public about the importance of agriculture. 
Currently, the County Zoning Ordinance limits food and goods vendors as part of agritourism 
activities. 
 
To provide for multiple food and goods vendors at agritourism activities, staff proposes amending 
the County Code of Regulatory Ordinances and Zoning Ordinance to establish for-profit Temporary 
Agritourism Community Events. The draft ordinance amendments are intended to define Temporary 
Agritourism Community Events and provide criteria for commercial agricultural operations to include 
for-profit sales during agritourism activities.  
 
Small agricultural stores are separate from agritourism activities and provide for the sale of food and 
agricultural goods produced at commercial agricultural operations. Small Agricultural Stores were 
approved as part of the Agricultural Promotion Program, but currently require a Zoning Verification 
Permit. The draft ordinance amendments would eliminate the Zoning Verification Permit requirement.   

 
2. Proposed Ordinance Amendments 

 
In response to Board direction, staff proposes ordinance amendments that:  
 

a. Establish new allowances and associated requirements within the Agritourism Section 
6157.b.4 of the Zoning Ordinance to set the general criteria for Temporary Agritourism 
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Community Events. A Temporary Agritourism Community Event would allow for-profit sale 
of food and goods during agritourism activities located at commercial agricultural operations. 
 

b. Amend Division 2 Chapter 2 Section 21.201 of the County Code of Regulatory Ordinances 
to define Temporary Agritourism Community Events as: a temporary, publicly accessible, 
for-profit organized activity or gathering that is advertised or promoted. In conjunction, the 
definition would be added to Zoning Ordinance Section 1110. 
 

c. Amend Zoning Ordinance Section 6157.a.2. to allow for Small Agricultural Stores to be a 
permitted use, rather than requiring a Zoning Verification Permit, as currently required.  With 
the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, the existing criteria to establish a Small 
Agriculture Store would remain in place, (e.g. the size of store, hours of operations, and retail 
requirements), but the administrative permit review process is proposed to be removed. The 
removal of the permit, application criteria, and permit cost will streamline the process, and 
allow another option for the sale of food and goods grown at commercial agricultural 
operations.  
 

d. Amend Tiered Winery Section 6910 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow for wineries to host 
Temporary Agritourism Community Events. Section 6910 currently prohibits commercial 
activities not expressively addressed within the ordinance. Language would be added to 
allow for these events in conjunction with criteria defined in Section 6157.b.4. 
 

C. ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

The following section discusses existing agritourism and event regulations and describes the 
recommended Temporary Agritourism Community Events criteria. The criteria include hours of operation, 
agritourism eligibility, number of events and attendees, parking, and alcohol sales.  

 
1. Existing Agritourism and Event Regulations 

 
Agritourism activities are allowed at commercial agricultural operations through the Agricultural 
Promotion Program that was introduced in 2017. Currently, food service is allowed at commercial 
agricultural operations in the following limited ways: 1) partner with a non-profit and apply for a 
Community Event Permit (CEP); 2)  build an agricultural stand for roadside agriculture sales; 3) build 
a small agriculture store for temporary or permanent agricultural and food sales; or 4) partner with a 
mobile food truck. 
 
The Department of Environmental Health (DEH) is responsible for the issuance of CEPs for non-
profit events. A CEP is required for public events sponsored by a California recognized non-profit or 
governmental organization with a duration of more than four (4) hours, but less than four (4) days. 
The CEP is limited to six (6) events per fiscal year. The CEP requires approval from several County 
departments, including Planning & Development Services (PDS) for zoning consistency, and noise 
abatement. Limiting community events to partnership with a non-profit reduces the opportunities and 
economic benefits to commercial agricultural operations.   
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2. Recommended Temporary Agritourism Community Event Criteria 
 
As part of the development of the proposed ordinance amendments, staff researched best practices 
from other cities and counties in California, reviewed existing County policies, and held public 
workshops to engage the community and agricultural operations. Staff has developed the 
recommended event criteria described below. 
 

a. Hours of Operation: Currently, there are no limitations on hours of operation for agritourism 
activities. For Temporary Agritourism Community Events, staff recommends operational 
hours between 8:00 a.m. and sunset daily, including set up and takedown time, to limit 
potential noise and lighting nuisances to neighboring properties.  
 
The draft ordinance distributed for public review included hours of operation between 10:00 
a.m. to sunset, consistent with hours of operation for Boutique Wineries and Small 
Agricultural Stores. During the public review of the draft ordinance, a written comment was 
received requesting that hours of operation begin earlier than 10:00 a.m. Staff analyzed this 
comment and amended the hours of operation to allow for events to begin two hours earlier 
to avoid warmer summer temperatures.    
 
Agritourism Eligibility: The existing agritourism section of the Zoning Ordinance establishes 
eligibility criteria to host agritourism activities. Currently, 50% of a parcel’s area should be 
suitable for agriculture, and 25% should be actively used for agriculture. If the parcel is 
greater than 200 acres, then 40 acres should be actively used as agriculture. This 
requirement is intended to ensure that the primary use of the property is, and remains, a 
commercial agricultural operation.  
  
During public outreach with the San Diego County Farm Bureau, a comment was received 
stating that the existing agritourism criteria limits larger parcels from participating in 
agritourism activities, because the larger the parcel is, the more land needs to be in active 
agricultural operation. For example, a parcel that is 10 acres in size, requires a minimum 2.5 
acres of active agriculture, while a property that is 100 acres, requires a minimum 25 acres 
of active agriculture. Staff reviewed the requirements for larger parcels and considered the 
average farm size in the unincorporated County. The 2018 County of San Diego Crop Report 
notes that 69% of farms are between 1-9 acres in size and would be subject to the 
percentage requirements noted above.  However, approximately 31 % of farms in the County 
are between 10-50 acres in size.  The lower requirement of 5 acres of active agriculture on 
20 acres (replacing the 40 acres of active agriculture on 200 acres) may increase eligibility 
for larger properties to participate in agritourism activities. Staff recommends maintaining 
the 50% suitability and 25% active agriculture use requirements; and is recommending to 
change the existing agritourism ordinance to allow parcels greater than 20 acres in size to 
maintain a minimum of 5 acres of active agricultural operations onsite. 

 
b. Number of Events: Currently, there is no limit to the number and duration of agritourism 

activities on commercial agricultural operations. With the introduction of food and goods 
vendors, staff recommends limiting the maximum number of temporary events consistent 
with the California Retail Food Code (CRFC), to 25 days over a 90-day period.  
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c. Attendees: Agritourism activities are limited in size by the requirements for onsite parking 
and can only be ancillary to the ongoing commercial agricultural operation. With introduction 
of for-profit food and goods vendors, the Board direction was to establish a limit on the 
number of people at an event to no more than 350 people at any one time. The limit of 350 
people was selected, because this is the maximum allowed by the County Sheriff’s 
Department without an outdoor assembly license. Traffic impacts associated with 
agritourism activities were analyzed by staff during introduction of the Agricultural Promotion 
Program in 2017. The addition of food and goods vendors to these activities is not 
anticipated to substantially increase traffic beyond that which was previously analyzed in the 
Agriculture Promotion Program EIR certified by the Board on March 15, 2017 (3).   
 

d. Parking: Staff recommends no changes to the agritourism existing parking criteria. The 
existing agritourism ordinance states “Adequate off-street parking shall be provided to 
accommodate all employee and customer parking needs on the premises, entirely outside 
of public rights-of-way other than in designated parking spaces. No parking on private roads 
is allowed.” Staff analyzed potential event impacts from traffic, access, and parking, and 
determined that if all existing requirements are met, then no parking impacts are anticipated.  
 

e. Alcohol Sales: Alcohol may be served at a Temporary Agritourism Community Event as long 
an Alcoholic Beverage License is obtained from the California State Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control (ABC) with review from Planning & Development Services (PDS). During 
public engagement, questions were asked relating the potential sale and consumption of 
alcohol during events. Locations with existing ABC permits must remain in compliance with 
their permit requirements and seek any additional ABC permitting for the sale of alcohol 
outside of existing permit limitations.  
 

3. Wineries 
 

To allow food and goods vendors on all commercial agricultural operations, including wineries, the 
Tiered Winery Ordinance would also need to be amended. Staff evaluated the ordinance 
amendments for consistency with the Tiered Winery Ordinance, Winery Permits, and alcohol sales 
requirements.  
 
The Tiered Winery Ordinance currently states “Commercial activities not expressly allowed pursuant 
to the provisions of Section 6910 are prohibited.” Existing requirements allow for wineries to host 
agritourism activities which are considered educational in nature and non-commercial activities; 
however, the proposed ordinance amendment to allow for Temporary Agritourism Community Events 
involving for-profit vendors would be considered a commercial use and not allowed. Staff analyzed 
the proposed draft ordinance amendments related to consistency with the Tiered Winery Ordinance 
and determined that an amendment to the Tiered Winery Ordinance to allow Temporary Agritourism 
Community Events would not create zoning conflicts.  
 
Staff proposes an amendment to section 6910 of the Tiered Winery Ordinance to state, “Commercial 
activities not expressly allowed pursuant to the provisions of Section 6910 are prohibited, with the 
exception to Temporary Agritourism Community Events, as defined in Section 6157.b.4.” 
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4. General Plan Consistency 
 

The project is consistent with and implements the General Plan policies that addresses agriculture, 
agritourism, tiered wineries, and temporary events. A description of the programs that support 
agriculture with specific Goals and Policies in the General Plan are provided below: 

 
a. General Plan Policy Goal LU-7 Agricultural Conservation: A land use plan that retains and 

protects farming and agriculture as beneficial resources that contribute to the County’s rural 
character. The ordinance amendment promotes agricultural conservation by expanding 
opportunities for agricultural operations that support and encourage the continued use and 
development of agriculture in the County. 

 
b. General Plan Goal COS-6 Sustainable Agricultural Industry: A viable and long-term 

agricultural industry and sustainable agricultural land uses in the County of San Diego that 
serve as a beneficial resource and contributor to the County’s rural character and open 
space network. The ordinance amendment promotes agricultural land uses by creating a 
new permitted accessory agricultural use which supports and encourage the continued use 
and development of agriculture in the County. 

 
c. General Plan Policy COS-6.1 Economic Diversity: Support the economic competitiveness of 

agriculture and encourage the diversification of potential sources of farm income, including 
value added products, agricultural tourism, roadside stands, organic farming and farmers 
markets. The ordinance amendment includes updated regulations related to agritourism 
uses which contribute to economic diversity. 

 
5. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance 

Analysis of the proposed ordinance changes was conducted for the purpose of identifying potential, 
environmental impacts, land use compatibility issues, stakeholder concerns, and any potential 
inconsistencies between existing State and County regulations. Potential environmental impacts and 
prior California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) analysis is discussed in detail within the CEQA 
Addendum (Attachment A).  
 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Sections 15162 through 15164 set forth 
the criteria for determining the appropriate additional environmental documentation, if any, to be 
completed when there is a previously adopted Negative Declaration or a previously certified 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) covering the project for which a subsequent discretionary action 
is required. The certified Final Program EIR (FPEIR) dated March 15, 2017, (Log No. PDS2015-ER-
15-001) on file with PDS as Environmental Review Number PDS2015-ER-15-001 evaluated 
potentially significant effects for the Agriculture Promotion Program. A Statement of Overriding 
Considerations, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15093, was adopted at the time of the project 
approval and certification of the FPEIR. Documents related to the FPEIR can found on the project 
website: 

  https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/advance/agriculturepromotion/FEIR.html.  
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For the current action, an Environmental Review Update Checklist Form has been prepared in 
accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(e) to explain the rationale for determining whether 
any additional environmental documentation is needed for the subject discretionary action. The 
project update has been reviewed by an Addendum, dated October 25, 2019, to a previously 
approved the Agriculture Promotion Final Program Environmental Impact Report dated March 15, 
2017, (Log No. PDS2015-ER-15-001) on file with PDS as Environmental Review Number PDS2015-
ER-15-001 (Attachment A). This project’s potential impacts do not require revisions to the FPEIR 
due to no new significant effects or the substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
effects. There is no new information of substantial importance which was not addressed under the 
FPEIR. 
 

D. OUTREACH AND PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Below is a summary of the public outreach efforts conducted throughout the ordinance development 
process. Two changes were made to the draft ordinance after conclusion of public review based on public 
comments received. The two amended items are the operational start time for events, changing from 10 
a.m. to 8 a.m., and the change in agritourism parcel size eligibility, was further discussed in Section C. 
Analysis and Discussion. See Attachment H for correspondence with stakeholders and Community 
Planning/Sponsor Groups. 
 
1. Stakeholder Engagement 
 

In August 2019, staff held two community workshops in two centrally located agricultural 
communities, Valley Center, and Ramona. The workshops were held in these locations to engage 
the agriculture, community, and environmental stakeholders most interested in the ordinance 
amendments. Approximately 40 people in total attended and participated in both workshops. Many 
agriculture operators expressed ideas to allow the ordinance to be as flexible and least restrictive as 
possible. Comments were also received from agriculture operators and neighbors who expressed 
concerns regarding noise impacts, hours of operations, the number of events, the number of 
attendees, parking, access, and impacts to private roads. Comments were received from winery 
operators regarding consistency with the existing regulations pertaining to wineries and events. 

 
To assist agriculture operators when hosting agritourism activities, a Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) document and Best Practices Checklist (BPC) will be developed and made available to the 
public. Both documents will be posted to the County’s website should the proposed ordinance 
amendments be approved. The FAQs and BPC will allow for agriculture operators to reference the 
documents prior to having a Temporary Agritourism Community Event to help verify that they are 
obtaining approval from the correct County departments and State Agencies, if applicable.   
 
On October 3, 2019 staff presented the draft ordinance amendments to the San Diego County Farm 
Bureau. Staff fielded questions and comments related to the ordinance, and one comment was 
received related to the content of the draft ordinance. This item was discussed further in Section C. 
Analysis and Discussion, related to agritourism eligibility requirements. 
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2. Community Planning and Sponsor Group Outreach  
 

Staff introduced the project at the August 3, 2019 Community Planning/Sponsor Group Chair 
Quarterly Meeting and received no major comments or questions. A follow up e-mail was sent to all 
Community Planning/Sponsor Group Chairs on September 20, 2019, offering a staff presentation on 
the proposed ordinance amendments at the next available meeting prior to the Planning Commission 
Hearing. Staff received a few general inquiries related to the project, but no issues were identified. 

 
Staff attended the September 19, 2019 Descanso Community Planning Group Meeting and 
presented an overview of the project. Staff answered several questions regarding the applicability, 
and process for hosting events. No issues were identified at this meeting and a vote was not taken. 
On October 17, 2019 the Valley Center Community Planning Group voted 11-0-0-3-1 in support of 
the proposed draft ordinance amendments. 

3. Public Notices 
 

As part of this project staff noticed property owners and community groups several ways. 
Government Code section 65090 specifies that a notice shall be published in at least one newspaper 
of general circulation within the jurisdiction of the local agency which is conducting the proceeding 
at least 10 days prior to the hearing. A notice of public hearing was published in the newspaper on 
October 25, 2019.  
 
In accordance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Sections 15162 through 
15164, an EIR Addendum does not require public and public agency review. The Planning 
Commission documents, including the EIR Addendum were posted to the project website 10 days 
prior to the public hearing.  

4. Web Page 
 

At the initiation of the project, a web page was created to provide the most current, and direct source 
of information on the project. The website was shared with stakeholders, community groups early in 
the process and updated throughout the project.  
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/advance/agriculturepromotion/communityevents.
html  
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E. RECOMMENDATIONS

Planning & Development Services recommends that the Planning Commission take the following actions:

1. Find that it has reviewed and considered the information contained in the Final Program
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), dated March 15, 2017, on file with PDS as Environmental
Review Number PDS2015-ER-15-001, the Draft Addendum, and the Environmental Review Update
Checklist Form, dated October 28, 2019, on file with PDS as Environmental Review Number
PDS2019-POD-19-002, prior to making its recommendations. (Attachment A)

2. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors adopt the attached Staff Recommendation Form of

Ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO REGULATORY CODE TO

DEFINE TEMPORARY AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY EVENTS (POD 19-002). (Attachments B and

C)

3. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors adopt the attached Staff Recommendation Form of

Ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ZONING ORDINANCE RELATED

TO AGRICULTURAL TOURISM TO DEFINE AND ALLOW FOR TEMPORARY AGRITOURISM

COMMUNITY EVENTS (POD 19-002). (Attachments D and E)

4. Recommend that the Board of Supervisors adopt the attached Staff Recommendation Form of

Ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ORDINANCE RELATED TO

WINERIES TO ALLOW FOR TEMPORARY AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY EVENTS (POD 19-002).

(Attachments F and G)

Report Prepared By: 
Timothy Vertino, Project Manager 
858-495-5468
timothy. vertino@sdcounty.ca.gov

Report Approved By: 
Mark Wardlaw, Director 
858-694-2962
mark.wardlaw@sdcounty.ca.gov

l 
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE: -\-�

-\.=
���=---��-=----=-=----} _____ _

MARK WARDLAW, DIRECTOR 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment A Environmental Documentation 
Attachment B County Code of Regulations Ordinance Amendment Informational Copy 
Attachment C County Code of Regulations Ordinance Amendment Clean Copy 
Attachment D Agricultural Tourism Zoning Ordinance Amendment Informational Copy 
Attachment E Agricultural Tourism Zoning Ordinance Amendment Clean Copy 
Attachment F Tiered Winery Zoning Ordinance Amendment Informational Copy 
Attachment G Tiered Winery Zoning Ordinance Amendment Clean Copy 
Attachment H Correspondence 
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October 25, 2019 

AN ADDENDUM TO THE PREVIOUSLY CERTIFIED PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT FOR THE AGRICULTURAL PROMOTION ORDINANCE 

(SCH 2015061047) 

FOR PURPOSES OF CONSIDERATION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE AGRICULTURE 
PROMOTION ORDINANCE FOR TEMPORARY AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY EVENTS 

PDS2019-POD-19-002 

CEQA Guidelines, Section 15164(a) states that an Addendum to a previously certified 
EIR may be prepared if some changes or additions are necessary but none of the 
conditions described in Section 15162 or 15163 calling for the preparation of a 
subsequent or supplemental EIR have occurred. 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15164 applies to this Amendment for Temporary Agritourism 
Community Events. There are some changes and additions which need to be included in an 
Addendum to the previously certified Program EIR for the Agriculture Promotion Program in 
accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15164. These modifications would not involve a 
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects identified in the 
Program EIR for the Agriculture Promotion Program and would not create new potentially 
significant impacts that would require new mitigation. The Final Program EIR for the 
Agriculture Promotion Program is hereby amended by this Addendum and the attached 
Environmental Review Update Checklist Form as described below. 

Background 
A Final Program EIR (FPEIR) for the Agriculture Promotion Program was certified by the Board 
of Supervisors on March 15, 2017. The Agriculture Promotion Program proposed an 
amendment to the existing Zoning Ordinance governing the development of accessory 
agricultural operations and required permitting. The certified FPEIR found significant effects to 
biological resources, noise, hydrology and water quality, hazards and hazardous materials, air 
quality, and greenhouse gases (GHG). These effects were all determined to be significant and 
unavoidable. 

A Statement of Overriding Considerations, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15093, was 
adopted at the time of the project approval and certification of the FPEIR. The previously 
certified FPEIR is available on file with Planning & Development Services. 

MARK WARDLAW 
DIRECTOR 

PHONE (858) 694-2962 
FAX (858) 694-2555 

 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
5510 OVERLAND AVENUE, SUITE 310, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 

www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 

KATHLEEN A. FLANNERY 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
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CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(b) 
Agriculture Promotion Community Events Amendment PDS2019-POD-19-002 

Page 2 of 4 

Changes to the Project 
The applicant is proposing to modify the project from the original approval by refining the 
Agriculture Promotion Program in the County’s Zoning Ordinance. These modifications would 
not involve substantial changes in the magnitude of impacts identified in Agriculture Promotion 
Program FPEIR and would not create new potentially significant impacts that would require 
mitigation.  This conclusion is based on the following analysis: 

Small Agricultural Store 

The Agriculture Promotion Program defines accessory use regulations for Small Agriculture 
Stores that would apply to Commercial Agricultural Operations. The adopted ordinance defines 
allowed zones for Small Agriculture Stores, identified lot and building size restrictions, allowed 
retail space, minimum parking requirements, hours of operation, signage limitations, among 
other requirements. A Zoning Verification Permit is required for Small Agriculture Stores. A 
Zoning Verification Permit is a ministerial permit that requires a review of application materials 
for conformance with standards and criteria established in the Zoning Ordinance Section 
6157.a.2. Subsequent environmental review under CEQA does not apply to a Zoning 
Verification Permit. 

The proposed project would remove the requirement for the Zoning Verification Permit for an 
Small Agriculture Stores, The removal of the Zoning Verification Permit under the proposed 
project would be an administrative change by nature. The removal of the permit requirement 
would not change any of the existing standards and criteria that would apply to Small 
Agriculture Stores; rather, it would remove the requirement for an application to be submitted 
to the County for approval. Small Agricultural Stores would become a permitted use subject to 
the standards and criteria that currently apply to this use.  

Temporary Agriculture Tourism Community Events 

The Agriculture Promotion Program refined the definition of Agricultural Tourism and 
authorized it as a permitted accessory use to a Commercial Agricultural Operation as detailed 
in Zoning Ordinance Section 6157.b. With the ordinance amendments authorized by the 
Agriculture Promotion Program, Agriculture Tourism was defined as an allowed accessory use 
to a Commercial Agriculture operation in the RR, A70, A72, S88, S90 and S92 provided that 
agricultural tourism uses are incidental to primary agricultural, horticultural or animal 
husbandry use and the following criteria are met consistent with Zoning Ordinance Section 
6157.b: 

a) At least 50 percent of the total gross area of the premises shall be suitable and
available for agricultural, horticultural, animal husbandry or open space use;

b) At least 50 percent of the area in a) above (i.e., 25 percent of the total gross area
of the premises) shall be in actual active agricultural, horticultural, or animal
husbandry use.  For operations with a total area greater than 200 acres, at least
40 acres must be actual active agricultural, horticultural, or horticultural use.

Certain activities were identified as allowed agriculture tourism activities including U-Pick 
operations, on-site tours, on-site agricultural instruction or demonstrations, lectures or classes 
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CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(b) 
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Page 3 of 4 

about agriculture related topics, and participation in agricultural operations on the premises. 
Temporary events such as concerts, weddings, receptions, and circus‐ or carnival‐related 
events are not permitted owed. 

The proposed project would amend the accessory use regulations for Agriculture Tourism to 
specifically define and allow Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events as an 
Agricultural Tourism use subject to the limitations summarized below: 

• Events shall be limited to no more than 350 guests at any one time.
• Number of Events. Events on a single property, or group of contiguous properties

under common ownership, shall not occur for more than 25 days over a 90-day
period, for a maximum of 100 days per calendar year.

• Hours of Operation. Activities shall occur between 8:00 a.m. and sunset.
• Vendors. Multiple food vendors and a maximum of two goods vendors are permitted.

Additional goods vendors are allowed provided 51 percent of the total vendors at the
event are related to agriculture or food.

• Traffic and Parking. All vehicles of individuals attending the event shall be parked in
compliance with all applicable laws and shall not impede the flow of traffic onto and
off the site or to any other properties in the vicinity.

• Necessary sanitation facilities are required consistent with the Department of
Environmental Health.

• All outdoor lighting, including temporary lighting, shall comply with Section 6300 of
the County Zoning Ordinance and with all requirements of the County Light Pollution
Code, commencing with Section 51.201 of the County Code of Regulatory
Ordinances.

• All Vendors shall obtain all applicable licenses or permits from the Department of
Environmental Health and the Sheriff pursuant to the Uniform Licensing Procedure
of the County Code. It is the event organizer’s responsibility to ensure that all
vendors have the appropriate permits and licenses and that all food vendors are
operating in compliance with the California Retail Food Code.

• Amended the agritourism section parcel size eligibility to allow for parcels greater
than 20 acres, to have at least 5 acres of active agriculture, or horticulture.

• Amend Zoning Ordinance Section 6910 to allow for Temporary Agriculture
Community Events, where current commercial activities not identified in the
ordinance are prohibited.

The proposed ordinance amendments specifically identify activities not included within the 
definition of Agricultural Tourism Community Event, including weddings, music concerts, and 
carnivals. The seasonal sales of pumpkins or Christmas trees not grown on the property where 
the event is to be held or otherwise incidental to the Agricultural Tourism Community Event are 
governed by Section 6124, Temporary Outdoor Sales. In addition to the requirements of the 
proposed ordinance, other existing requirements and limitations applicable to agricultural 
tourism would also apply to Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events: 

• Adequate off-street parking shall be provided to accommodate all employee and
customer parking needs on the premises, entirely outside of public rights-of-way other
than designated parking spaces. No parking on private roads is allowed.
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• No outdoor amplified sound is permitted.

Temporary Agriculture Tourism Community Events are consistent with the proposed ordinance 
amendments, would be allowed within the limitations described above, and would not exclude 
properties with a winery operation (Wholesale Limited, Boutique and Small Wineries) 
described in the Zoning Ordinance Section 6910. 

Finding: It is the finding of Planning & Development Services that the previous environmental 
document as herein amended may be used to fulfill the environmental review requirements of 
the current project. Because the current project meets the conditions for the application of 
State CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(b), preparation of a subsequent or supplemental EIR is 
not required. 
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 hecklist as described below. 

Background 

Sections 7501 and 7503.e of the Zoning Ordinance authorize the Director of PDS to initiate 

 

October 25, 2019 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW UPDATE CHECKLIST FORM 
FOR PROJECTS WITH PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS 

FOR PURPOSES OF CONSIDERATION OF 
Amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Ordinance for 

Temporary Agritourism Community Events (Project) 
PDS2019-POD-19-002 
SCH No. 2015061047 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Sections 15162 through 15164 
set forth the criteria for determining the appropriate additional environmental documentation, if 
any, to be completed when there is a previously adopted Negative Declaration (ND) or a 
previously certified environmental impact report (EIR) covering the project for which a 
subsequent discretionary action is required. This Environmental Review Update Checklist 
Form has been prepared in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(b) since only 
minor technical changes have occurred. 

1. Background on the previously certified EIR:

A Final Program EIR (FPEIR) for the Agriculture Promotion Program was certified by the
Board of Supervisors on March 15, 2017. The Agriculture Promotion Program proposed an
amendment to the existing Zoning Ordinance governing the development of accessory
agricultural operations and required permitting. The certified FPEIR found significant effects
to biological resources, noise, hydrology and water quality, hazards and hazardous
materials, air quality, and greenhouse gases (GHG). These effects were all determined to
be significant and unavoidable.

A Statement of Overriding Considerations, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15093,
was adopted at the time of the project approval and certification of the FPEIR. The
previously certified FPEIR is available on file with Planning & Development Services.

MARK WARDLAW 
DIRECTOR 

PHONE (858) 694-2962 
FAX (858) 694-2555 

 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
5510 OVERLAND AVENUE, SUITE 310, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 

www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 

KATHLEEN A. FLANNERY 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
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2. Lead agency name and address:

County of San Diego, Planning & Development Services
5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 310
San Diego, CA 92123
Contact: Timothy Vertino. Environmental/Land Use Planner
Phone number: (858) 495-5468
E-mail: timothy.vertino@sdcounty.ca.gov

3. Project applicant’s name and address:

County of San Diego
Planning & Development Services
5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 310
San Diego, CA 92123

4. Does the project for which a subsequent discretionary action is now proposed differ in any
way from the previously approved project?

     YES  NO 

The Agriculture Promotion Program was an amendment to the County’s Zoning Ordinance 
that provided an updated set of definitions, procedures, and standards for review and 
permitting of agriculture‐related accessory uses throughout the unincorporated County. 
Among other changes, the Agriculture Promotion Program defined Agricultural Tourism 
and identified allowed agricultural tourism uses and defined regulations applicable to Small 
Agricultural Stores herein, as an accessory use to a Commercial Agricultural Operation. 
The proposed project further refines these definitions and requirements related to 
agriculture accessory uses as detailed below within the same project areas evaluated in 
the Agriculture Promotion Program FPEIR. 

The regional location of the Agriculture Promotion Program and the location of agricultural 
lands throughout the unincorporated areas are provided in Figures 1 and 2, respectively. 
Zoning applicable to the Agriculture Promotion Program is shown in Figure 3. The location 
where the regulations established by the Agriculture Promotion Program would apply are 
more specifically defined by the locations where applicable zoning categories intersect 
with agricultural lands, as shown in Figure 4. These same project locations are applicable 
to the proposed project changes described below.  

Small Agricultural Stores 

The Agriculture Promotion Program defines accessory use regulations for Small 
Agriculture Stores that would apply to Commercial Agricultural Operations. The adopted 
ordinance defines allowed zones for Small Agriculture Stores, identified lot and building 
size restrictions, allowed retail space, minimum parking requirements, hours of operation, 
signage limitations, among other requirements. A Zoning Verification Permit is required for 
Small Agriculture Stores. A Zoning Verification Permit is a ministerial permit that requires a 
review of application materials for conformance with standards and criteria established in 
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the Zoning Ordinance Section 6157.a.2. Subsequent environmental review under CEQA 
does not apply to a Zoning Verification Permit.  

The proposed project would remove the requirement for the Zoning Verification Permit for 
a Small Agriculture Store. The removal of the Zoning Verification Permit under the 
proposed project would be an administrative change by nature. The removal of the permit 
requirement would not change any of the existing standards and criteria that would apply 
to Small Agriculture Stores; rather, it would remove the requirement for an application to 
be submitted to the County for approval. Small Agricultural Stores would become a by-
right use subject to the standards and criteria that currently apply to this use.   

Temporary Agriculture Tourism Community Events 

The Agriculture Promotion Program refined the definition of Agricultural Tourism and 
authorized it as a by-right accessory use to a Commercial Agricultural Operation as 
detailed in Zoning Ordinance Section 6157.b. With the ordinance amendments authorized 
by the Agriculture Promotion Program, Agriculture Tourism was defined as an allowed 
accessory use to a Commercial Agriculture operation in the RR, A70, A72, S88, S90 and 
S92 Use Regulations provided that agricultural tourism uses are incidental to primary 
agricultural, horticultural or animal husbandry use and the following criteria are met 
consistent with Zoning Ordinance Section 6157.b:  

a) At least 50 percent of the total gross area of the premises shall be suitable and
available for agricultural, horticultural, animal husbandry or open space use;

b) At least 50 percent of the area in a) above (i.e., 25 percent of the total gross area of
the premises) shall be in actual active agricultural, horticultural, or animal husbandry
use.  For operations with a total area greater than 200 acres, at least 40 acres must
be actual active agricultural, horticultural, or horticultural use.

Certain activities were identified as allowed agriculture tourism activities including U-Pick 
operations, on-site tours, on-site agricultural instruction or demonstrations, lectures or 
classes about agriculture related topics, and participation in agricultural operations on the 
premises. Temporary events such as concerts, weddings, receptions, and circus‐ or 
carnival‐related events are not permitted owed.  

The proposed project would amend the accessory use regulations for Agriculture Tourism 
to specifically define and allow Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events as an 
Agricultural Tourism use subject to the limitations summarized below:  

• Events shall be limited to no more than 350 guests at any one time.
• Number of Events. Events on a single property, or group of contiguous properties

under common ownership, shall not occur for more than 25 days over a 90-day
period, for a maximum of 100 days per calendar year.

• Hours of Operation. Activities shall occur between 8:00 a.m. and sunset.
• Vendors. Multiple food vendors and a maximum of two goods vendors are permitted.

Additional goods vendors are allowed provided 51 percent of the total vendors at the
event are related to agriculture or food.
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• Traffic and Parking. All vehicles of individuals attending the event shall be parked in
compliance with all applicable laws and shall not impede the flow of traffic onto and
off the site or to any other properties in the vicinity.

• Necessary sanitation facilities are required consistent with the Department of
Environmental Health.

• All outdoor lighting, including temporary lighting, shall comply with Section 6300 of
the County Zoning Ordinance and with all requirements of the County Light Pollution
Code, commencing with Section 51.201 of the County Code of Regulatory
Ordinances.

• All Vendors shall obtain all applicable licenses or permits from the Department of
Environmental Health and the Sheriff pursuant to the Uniform Licensing Procedure
of the County Code. It is the event organizer’s responsibility to ensure that all
vendors have the appropriate permits and licenses and that all food vendors are
operating in compliance with the California Retail Food Code.

• Amended the agritourism section parcel size eligibility to allow for parcels greater
than 20 acres, to have at least 5 acres of active agriculture, or horticulture.

• Amend Zoning Ordinance Section 6910 to allow for Temporary Agriculture
Community Events, where current commercial activities not identified in the
ordinance are prohibited.

The proposed ordinance amendments specifically identify activities not included within the 
definition of Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Event, including weddings, music 
concerts, and carnivals. The seasonal sales of pumpkins or Christmas trees not grown on 
the property where the event is to be held or otherwise incidental to the Agricultural 
Tourism Community Event are governed by Section 6124, Temporary Outdoor Sales. In 
addition to the requirements of the proposed ordinance, other existing requirements and 
limitations applicable to agricultural tourism would also apply to Temporary Agricultural 
Tourism Community Events:  

• Adequate off-street parking shall be provided to accommodate all employee and
customer parking needs on the premises, entirely outside of public rights-of-way
other than designated parking spaces. No parking on private roads is allowed.

• No outdoor amplified sound is permitted.

Temporary Agriculture Tourism Community Events are consistent with the proposed 
ordinance amendments, would be allowed within the limitations described above, and 
would not exclude properties with a winery operation (Wholesale Limited, Boutique and 
Small Wineries) described in the Zoning Ordinance Section 6910.  

1 - 20

1 - 0123456789



PDS2019-POD-19-002 5 October 25, 2019 

5. SUBJECT AREAS DETERMINED TO HAVE NEW OR SUBSTANTIALLY MORE
SEVERE SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS COMPARED TO THOSE
IDENTIFIED IN THE PREVIOUS ND OR EIR.  The subject areas checked below were
determined to be new significant environmental effects or to be previously identified effects
that have a substantial increase in severity either due to a change in project, change in
circumstances or new information of substantial importance, as indicated by the checklist
and discussion on the following pages.

 NONE 

 Aesthetics Agriculture and Forest  
Resources 

Air Quality 

 Biological Resources Cultural Resources Energy 

 Geology & Soils Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions 

Hazards & Hazardous 
Materials 

 Hydrology & Water 
Quality 

Land Use & Planning Mineral Resources 

 Noise Population & Housing Public Services 
 Recreation Transportation/Traffic Utilities & Service 

Systems 
 Wildfire Tribal Cultural 

Resources 
Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 
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DETERMINATION: 

6 October 25, 2019 

On the basis of this analysis, Planning & Development Services has determined that: 

[8J No substantial changes are proposed in the project and there are no substantial 
changes in the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will 
require major revisions to the previous EIR due to the involvement of significant 
new environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects. Also, there is no "new information of substantial 
importance" as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a)(3). 
Therefore, the previously certified Agriculture Promotion Program EIR (February 
2017) is adequate upon completion of an Addendum.

D No substantial changes are proposed in the project and there are no substantial 
changes in the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will 
require major revisions to the previous EIR or ND due to the involvement of 
significant new environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects. Also, there is no "new information of 
substantial importance" as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section 
15162(a)(3). Therefore, because the project is a residential project in 
conformance with, and pursuant to, a Specific Plan with an EIR completed after 
January 1, 1980, the project is exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15182. 

D Substantial changes are proposed in the project or there are substantial changes 
in the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require 
major revisions to the previous ND due to the involvement of significant new 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects. Or, there is "new information of substantial 
importance," as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a)(3). 
However all new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in 
severity of previously identified significant effects are clearly avoidable through 
the incorporation of mitigation measures agreed to by the project applicant. 
Therefore, a SUBSEQUENT ND is required. 

D Substantial changes are proposed in the project or there are substantial changes 
in the circumstances under which the project will be undertaken that will require 
major revisions to the previous ND or EIR due to the involvement of significant 
new environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects. Or, there is "new information of substantial 
importance," as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a)(3). 
Therefore, a SUBSEQUENT or SUPPLEMENTAL EIR is required. 

Signature 

Robert Hingtgen 
Printed Name 

October 24, 2019

Date 

Environmental/Land Use Planner 

Title 
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FIGURE 1
Regional Location
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FIGURE 2
Agricultural Lands
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FIGURE 3
Zoning
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FIGURE 4
Agricultural Lands with Zoning
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INTRODUCTION 

CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 through 15164 set forth the criteria for determining the 
appropriate additional environmental documentation, if any, to be completed when there is a 
previously adopted ND or a previously certified EIR for the project. 

CEQA Guidelines, Section 15162(a) and 15163 state that when an ND has been adopted or 
an EIR certified for a project, no Subsequent or Supplemental EIR or Subsequent Negative 
Declaration shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency determines, on the basis 
of substantial evidence in light of the whole public record, one or more of the following: 

1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the
previous EIR or Negative Declaration due to the involvement of new significant
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified
significant effects.

2. Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is
undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or Negative Declaration
due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in
the severity of previously identified significant effects.

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified
as complete or the Negative Declaration was adopted, shows any of the following:

a. The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous
EIR or Negative Declaration; or

b. Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown
in the previously adopted Negative Declaration or previously certified EIR; or

c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact
be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the
project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or
alternative; or

d. Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those
analyzed in the previous Negative Declaration or EIR would substantially reduce one
or more significant effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline to
adopt the mitigation measure or alternative.

CEQA Guidelines, Section 15164(a) states that an Addendum to a previously certified EIR 
may be prepared if some changes or additions are necessary but none of the conditions 
described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a Subsequent or Supplemental EIR have 
occurred. 

CEQA Guidelines, Section 15164(b) states that an Addendum to a previously adopted 
Negative Declaration may be prepared if only minor technical changes or additions are 
necessary. 

If the factors listed in CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162, 15163, or 15164 have not occurred or 
are not met, no changes to the previously certified EIR or previously adopted ND are 
necessary. 
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The following responses detail any changes in the project, changes in circumstances 
under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial 
importance" that may cause one or more effects to environmental resources.  The 
responses support the “Determination,” above, as to the type of environmental 
documentation required, if any.  

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW UPDATE CHECKLIST 

I. AESTHETICS – Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any changes in the project,
changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of
substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to aesthetic resources including: scenic
vistas; scenic resources including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, or historic buildings
within a state scenic highway; existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings;
or day or nighttime views in the area?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found no adverse direct‐or 
cumulative impacts to a scenic vista or scenic resources, visual character or quality of the site and 
its surroundings or related to light or glare adversely affecting daytime or nighttime views.  Please 
refer to Section 3.2.1 of the FPEIR for the full analysis.  

The proposed project would change the Agriculture Promotion Project by amending the Zoning 
Ordinance to define and allow for additional by-right Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community 
Events and allow Small Agricultural Stores by-right. These project changes would not substantially 
increase compatibility with the existing visual character and quality of scenic environments 
because all activities allowed under the proposed ordinance amendments are required to be 
secondary to the primary agricultural use of the property. Consistent with the County’s definition of 
agricultural tourism, the agricultural tourism use would be accessory to the principle agricultural 
use of the property and all Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events would be 
temporary. Additionally, all special events would be required to comply with the proposed Zoning 
Code Amendment, 6157(3)(b) Design and Operation Conditions which would limit the size of 
events and establish other requirements such as limiting hours of operation, number of vendors 
and the number of events. All events would be subject to the provisions of the County’s Zoning 
Ordinance Outdoor Lighting Regulations (Section 6300) and the County’s Code of Regulatory 
Ordinances Sections 59.101–59.115, Light Pollution Code (LPC), in order to minimize impacts 
of new light pollution on nighttime views. The LPC, also known as the Dark Sky Ordinance, 
regulates projects involving outdoor light fixtures within a 15‐mile radius of Palomar and Mount 
Laguna observatories. As activities implemented in accordance with the Agriculture Promotion 
Project would be required to be consistent with the proposed ordinance amendments and 
would be required to comply with applicable lighting regulations, they would not result in a new 
source of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect daytime or nighttime views in the 
area. Removal of the zoning verification permit for a Small Agricultural Store would not create 
adverse aesthetic impacts compared to the original project because all of the existing limitations 
and requirements related to Small Agricultural Stores as specified in Zoning Ordinance Section 
6157 (2)(a) through (k) would continue to apply. These provide specific regulations related to the 
operation of Small Agricultural Stores. None of the proposed changes to the ordinance relating to 
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Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events would translate to permanent physical 
changes to the environment that would result in an adverse effect to aesthetics based on the 
County of San Diego Guidelines Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Visual Resources (July 30, 2007).  

Because the changes proposed to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with aesthetic resources and would not result in new significant 
impacts or substantially increase the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to 
the previously certified FPEIR are required. Impacts related to aesthetic resources would be 
consistent with the previously certified FPEIR.   

II. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are
there any changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to agriculture or
forestry resources including: conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance to a non-agricultural use, conflicts with existing zoning for agricultural use or
Williamson Act contract, or conversion of  forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section 51104(g))?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project found no conflicts with existing zoning for 
agricultural land, forest land, or timberland or convert agricultural or forestry resources to non‐
agricultural or non‐forest uses.  Please refer to Section 3.2.2 of the FPEIR for the full analysis.  

The proposed changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project, would not conflict with zoning for 
agricultural use and would serve to further support the agricultural industry. The proposed 
amendments to the Zoning Ordinance would define and allow Temporary Agricultural Tourism 
Community Events by-right. The proposed project would be compatible with currently zoned 
agricultural uses as the amendments generally relate to standards of design and operation of such 
events. Should any event implemented in accordance with the Agriculture Promotion Project, as 
amended herein, be subject to land that is included as a part of a Williamson Act contract, the 
proposed event would be required to be consistent with the contract. Therefore, the proposed 
amendments would not result in conflicts with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson 
Act contract. Additionally, no land zoned as forest land or timberland exists within the proposed 
project boundaries and, therefore, the project would not conflict with existing zoning for forest land 
or timberland.  

Because the changes proposed to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
significant environmental impacts associated with agriculture and forestry resources and would not 
substantially increase the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the 
previously certified FPEIR are required. Impacts related to agriculture and forestry resources 
would be consistent with the previously certified FPEIR.   

III. AIR QUALITY  -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any changes in the project,
changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of
substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to air quality including: conflicts with or
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obstruction of implementation of the San Diego Regional Air Quality Strategy (RAQS) or 
applicable portions of the State Implementation Plan (SIP); violation of any air quality standard or 
substantial contribution to an existing or projected air quality violation; a cumulatively considerable 
net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard; exposure of sensitive receptors to 
substantial pollutant concentrations; or creation of objectionable odors affecting a substantial 
number of people?  

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found impacts related to consistency 
with applicable air quality plans, exposure of sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations, and carbon dioxide (CO2) hot spots would be less than significant. The FPEIR 
found that impacts associated with potential violations of air quality standards and odor related 
impacts would be significant and unavoidable.  Please refer to Section 2.1 of the FPEIR for the full 
analysis.  

The proposed changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not change current land use 
designations or zoning. All activities authorized by the project would be consistent with the existing 
agricultural land uses, and the project, as amended, would remain consistent with San Diego 
Association of Governments (SANDAG) growth projections. Therefore, the project would remain 
consistent with established Regional Air Quality Plans based on those projections. There would be 
no change to the conclusions in the FPEIR related to consistency with air quality plans. 

The Agriculture Promotion Project, as amended herein, continues to foster agricultural activities in 
primarily rural location around the County. Therefore, as discussed in the FPEIR, due to the rural 
nature of the local roads, increased traffic associated with the events implemented under the 
Agriculture Promotion Project would not result in CO2 hot spots beyond that contemplated in the 
Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR.  

With respect to air quality standard violations, the proposed changes to the Agriculture Promotion 
Project would define and authorize certain Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events by-
right.  However, events such as carnivals, swap meets, and weddings would continue to be 
prohibited. Additionally, the project would remove the requirement for a Zoning Verification Permit 
(ZVP) prior to establishing a Small Agriculture Store; however, they would continue to be subject 
to the same ordinance limitations evaluated in the FPEIR. The analysis within the Agricultural 
Promotion FPEIR associated with air quality emission violations would not be affected by the 
removal of the ZVP requirement because the same emissions assumptions for stores would apply 
regardless of a permit requirement.  

The FPEIR identified mitigation measures to reduce potentially significant impacts associated with 
construction and operational air quality emissions. However, the previously certified FPEIR 
recognized the mitigation measures would not be applied to future non‐discretionary actions 
allowed under the Agricultural Promotion Project. Therefore, impacts would remain significant and 
unavoidable. Additionally, this conclusion was reached because of the possibility that multiple 
projects could operate simultaneously or be constructed simultaneously, which could result in 
operational or construction emissions in excess of air quality standards. Similar to the FPEIR 
analysis, the proposed ordinance amendments would allow by-right implementation of certain 
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agricultural events and small agricultural stores which would not be subject to the mitigation 
measures. Construction and operational emissions associated with these uses could contribute to 
an exceedance of air quality standards, resulting in a significant and unavoidable impact. This 
finding is consistent with the findings of the Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR and does not 
constitute a new significant impact or represent a substantial increase in the severity of an impact.  

With respect to objectionable odors, the Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found impacts 
associated with certain activities would result in potentially significant impacts that would not be 
reduced to less than significant levels even with mitigation measures. These activities included 
operation of creameries, dairies, microbreweries, wineries, and animal raising. The proposed 
project is not anticipated to result in activities associated with odor generation. Therefore, there 
would be no change to the conclusions of the FPEIR and potential impacts related to odors would 
not increase with the proposed project.  

Because the changes proposed to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with air quality and would not substantially increase the severity 
of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR are required. 
Impacts related to air quality would be consistent with the previously certified FPEIR.   

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES -- Since the previous EIR was certified are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to biological resources
including: adverse effects on any sensitive natural community (including riparian habitat) or
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in a local or regional plan,
policy, or regulation, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; adverse effects to federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act; interference with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with wildlife corridors, or impeding the use of native wildlife nursery sites; and/or
conflicts with the provisions of any adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Communities
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional or state habitat conservation plan, policies or
ordinances?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion FPEIR found biological resource impacts, including 
special-status species, riparian and other sensitive natural communities, federally protective 
wetlands, and wildlife movement corridors would be potentially significant. The FPEIR found 
impacts associated with conflicts with habitat conservation plans would be less than significant.  
Please refer to Section 2.2 of the FPEIR for the full analysis. 

The Agriculture Promotion Project, as amended herein, would continue to promote and encourage 
additional agricultural related activities on active agricultural properties throughout the County. 
With respect to impacts on sensitive habitat (including riparian areas and/or federally protected 
wetlands), or special-status species, impacts from clearing land for new or additional usable areas 
or for building temporary structures could continue to occur. Indirect impacts could result from 
activities on agricultural properties that are adjacent to biological habitat. The FPEIR identified 
mitigation measures to reduce potentially significant impacts associated with biological resources. 
However, the FPEIR acknowledged that there may also be future by-right projects (including 
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events) for which CEQA review would not be required and mitigation would not be applicable. The 
previously certified FPEIR recognized that because the mitigation measures would not be applied 
to future non‐discretionary actions allowed under the Agricultural Promotion Project, impacts would 
remain potentially significant and unavoidable.  Removal of the requirement for a ZVP for Small 
Agricultural Stores would not affect the implementation of FPEIR mitigation measures because the 
ZVP did not require a separate environmental analysis. The same requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance would continue to apply to Small Agricultural Stores.  Likewise, the proposed 
amendments to define and allow Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events by-right 
would not increase the severity of potential biological resources impacts beyond what was 
disclosed in the FPEIR because the FPEIR acknowledged that new agricultural activities and 
agricultural tourism activities could have adverse impacts to biological resources. These impacts 
would be significant and unavoidable, the same as the analysis in the FPEIR. The conclusions of 
the Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR related to biological resources would apply to the 
proposed ordinance amendments and would not constitute a new impact or represent an increase 
in the severity of an impact. 

With respect to compliance with local and regional plans, the FPEIR found activities implemented 
in accordance with the Agricultural Promotion Project would be consistent with the Multiple 
Species Conservation Program (MSCP)Plans, and other regulations focused on grading and 
clearing. The proposed changes to the Agricultural Promotion Project would not affect this finding. 
While the proposed amendments would define and allow Temporary Agricultural Tourism 
Community Events by-right and remove the requirement for a ZVP for Small Agricultural Stores, 
clearing of vegetation and grading activities would still be subject to applicable MSCP 
requirements and application of County Ordinances.  Therefore, the proposed amendment would 
not result in a new impact or increase the severity of impacts associated with conflicts with habitat 
conservation plans. Impacts would continue to be less than significant.  

Because the proposed changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with biological resources and would not substantially increase 
the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR are 
required. Impacts related to biological resources would be consistent with the previously certified 
FPEIR.  

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any changes in
the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new
information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to cultural resources
including: causing a change in the significance of a historical or archaeological resource as
defined in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5; destroying a unique paleontological resource
or site or unique geologic feature; and/or disturbing  any human remains, including those interred
outside of formal cemeteries?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found impacts to cultural resources, 
including historical resources, archeological, paleontological, and human remains would be 
potentially significant. As stated in the FPEIR, direct impacts could result from disturbance related 
to modifying, redeveloping, or demolishing existing buildings that could be eligible for listing or is 
listed as a historical resource at the local, state, or federal level. Indirect impacts could result from 
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accessory development, paving areas for parking, and other land clearing for gathering areas that 
may modify a historic resource or reduce its integrity.  Please refer to Section 2.3 of the FPEIR for 
the full analysis.  

The Agriculture Promotion Project, as amended herein, would continue to promote and encourage 
additional agricultural related activities on active agricultural properties throughout the County 
resulting in similar potentially significant impacts identified in the FPEIR. Mitigation measures were 
identified to reduce potentially significant impacts associated with cultural resources; however, the 
FPEIR acknowledged that there may be future by-right projects (including events) for which CEQA 
review would not be required and mitigation measures would not be applicable. The previously 
certified FPEIR recognized that because the mitigation measures would not be applied to future 
non‐discretionary actions allowed under the Agricultural Promotion Project, impacts would remain 
potentially significant and unavoidable. Likewise, the proposed ordinance amendments would 
allow by-right implementation of Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events and small 
agricultural stores. Without future discretionary review for these uses, potentially significant 
impacts to cultural resources would remain significant and unavoidable, consistent with the 
findings of the FPEIR.  

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with cultural resources and would not substantially increase the 
severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR are 
required due to the involvement of significant new environmental effects or a substantial increase 
in the severity of previously identified significant effects. Impacts related to cultural resources 
would be consistent with the previously certified FPEIR. 

VI. ENERGY – Since the previous EIR was certified or previous ND was adopted, are there any
changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects regarding energy use
including: resulting in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or
unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project construction or operation; or conflict
with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found impacts related to energy 
supply and demand would be less than significant from implementation of the project. The 
proposed changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not affect required compliance with 
the Title 24 California Building Standards Code for any construction that requires a building permit. 
Compliance with existing building and energy code requirements would ensure that wasteful and 
inefficient energy use would not occur. The removal of the ZVP for Small Agricultural Stores and 
the allowance for Agriculture Promotion Community Events would not affect the conclusions of the 
FPEIR.  Please refer to Section 3.1.3 of the FPEIR for the full analysis. 

Because the changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with energy and would not substantially increase the severity of 
any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR due to the 
involvement of significant new environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
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previously identified significant effects are required. Impacts related to energy would be consistent 
with the previously certified FPEIR. 

VII. GEOLOGY AND SOILS -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any changes in the
project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information
of substantial importance" that result in one or more effects from geology and soils including:
exposure of people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss,
injury, or death involving rupture of a known earthquake fault, seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction, strong seismic ground shaking, or landslides; result in substantial soil
erosion or the loss of topsoil; produce unstable geological conditions that will result in adverse
impacts resulting from landslides, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse; being
located on expansive soil creating substantial risks to life or property; and/or having soils incapable
of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where
sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found there would be no significant 
impacts associated with geology and soils that would result from implementation of the project. 
Under the proposed changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project, structures constructed to 
support an activity or event implemented in accordance with the Agriculture Promotion Project, as 
amended herein, may be located on soils subject to liquefaction, landslides, soil erosion, and/or 
expansive soils. However, as described in the FPEIR, all structures would be required to comply 
with the California Building Code, Guidelines for Evaluating and Mitigating Seismic Hazards in 
California, Seismic Design Category D and E, and all relevant section of the Uniform Building 
Code, Division III.  Please refer to Section 3.2.3 of the FPEIR for the full analysis.  

Future activities and events implemented under the Agriculture Promotion Project, as amended 
herein, may or may not need to rely on public sewer for the disposal of wastewater. Septic system 
requirements would be regulated by the Department of Environmental Health and/or the Regional 
Water Quality Control Board’s applicable standards. Existing permitting requirements for septic 
systems would ensure existing soils could support such facilities.   

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with geology and soils and would not substantially increase the 
severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR are 
required.  Impacts related to geology and soils would be consistent with the previously certified 
FPEIR. 

VIII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS -- Since the previous EIR was certified or previous ND
was adopted, are there any changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the
project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that result in one or more
effects related to environmental effects associated with GHG emissions or compliance with
applicable plans, policies or regulations adopted for the purpose of reducing GHG emissions?

YES NO 
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The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found impacts related to future GHG 
emissions from construction and operation of facilities and impacts related to conflicts with 
applicable GHG plans would be potentially significant. The FPEIR identified that GHG emissions 
from a theoretical full buildout scenario for microbreweries, wineries, and creameries/dairies would 
exceed the County’s  interim screening level of 900 metric tons CO2 equivalent and other 
operational emissions from other uses analyzed such as homestays and roadside sales would 
further contribute to emission exceedances. Impacts were found to be significant and unavoidable.  
Please refer to Section 2.1.3.5, 2.1.3.6, 2.1.6.5, and 2.1.6.6 of the FPEIR for the full analysis.  

The Agriculture Promotion Project, as amended herein would continue to promote agricultural 
activities, would remove the ZVP requirement for agricultural stores, and would define and 
authorize Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events. The removal of the ZVP for Small 
Agricultural Stores is not anticipated to result in a substantial increase in the number of stores that 
would be pursued beyond what was considered in the FPEIR. While the allowance for Agriculture 
Tourism Community Events could result in an incremental increase in GHG emissions primarily 
associated with vehicle trips, existing allowances for agricultural tourism activities already includes 
vehicle trips associated with agricultural tourism activities. For example, the Zoning Ordinance 
Section 6157 (b)(2), as amended herein, defines allowed agricultural tourism activities as including 
“U-Pick operations, on-site tours, on-site agricultural instruction or demonstrations, lectures or 
classes about agriculture related topics and participation in agricultural operations on the 
premises, and Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events as further specified herein.” 
Each of these allowed activities would be associated with patrons visiting farms to participate in 
such events. Thus, the existing Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR would have considered such 
allowed activities as part of the existing condition. Further, the FPEIR evaluated and considered 
the potential for increased GHG emissions from additional trips throughout the County as 
additional patrons visit farms, wineries, breweries, and participate in agricultural tourism activities. 
GHG emission impacts associated with the proposed ordinance amendments are not anticipated 
to result in a substantial increase in the severity of the significant and unavoidable impacts 
identified in the FPEIR.  

The proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not substantially increase 
potential GHG emissions as evaluated in the FPEIR. No revisions to the previously certified FPEIR 
are required. Impacts related to GHG emissions would be significant and unavoidable, consistent 
with the previously certified FPEIR. 

IX. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are
there any changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that result in one or more effects from hazards
and hazardous materials including: creation of a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through the routine transport, storage, use, or disposal of hazardous materials or wastes; creation
of a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment; production
of hazardous emissions or handling hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or
waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school; location on a site which is
included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section
65962.5 creating a hazard to the public or the environment; location within an airport land use plan
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use
airport; within the vicinity of a private airstrip resulting in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area; impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted
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emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan; and/or exposure of people or structures 
to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are 
adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed with wildlands? 

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found impacts related to hazardous 
materials or wastes, interference with emergency response and evacuation plans, vectors, and 
airport related hazards would be less than significant. Impacts related to wildfire were determined 
to be significant and unavoidable.  Please refer to Section 2.4.3.6, 2.4.4.6, and 2.4.6.3 of the 
FPEIR for the full analysis.  

The changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project increase allowable by-right activities and events 
implemented in accordance with the Agriculture Promotion Project. Specifically, Temporary 
Agricultural Tourism Community Events would be defined and allowed by-right and the project 
would remove the requirement for a ZVP prior to establishing a Small Agriculture Store. The 
changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not affect the requirement for future activities 
and events to comply with applicable federal, state, and local regulations related to the 
transportation, use, storage, and disposal of hazardous materials. Therefore, impacts associated 
with hazardous materials or wastes would be less than significant, the same as the FPEIR.  

The FPEIR stated (on page 2.4-33): 

as the trips are spread out throughout the County, with the highest traffic generating 
uses being microbreweries (small and large) and wineries (small, boutique, and 
wholesale), the maximum ADT generated by each of these uses would be 800 daily 
trips, which is significantly below the 2,400 or greater ADT threshold for congestion 
management plan impacts. Therefore, the proposed project would not cause 
congestion or physically interfere with emergency response.  

Agriculture Tourism Community Events would be limited to a maximum of 350 guests. These 
events could increase traffic congestion; however, the limitation on the number of attendees would 
ensure that daily trips associated with an event would not be far less than the maximum 800 daily 
trips identified in the FPEIR and would not exceed the 2,400 or greater ADT threshold for 
congestion management plan impacts. The proposed ordinance amendments would also require 
all event parking to be in compliance with applicable laws and not impede the flow of traffic onto 
and off of the site or to any other properties in the vicinity. Thus, similar to the FPEIR, the project 
would not physically interfere with emergency response.  

There are no changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project that would change the conclusions 
reached in the FPEIR related to vectors or airport hazards.  

Portions of the project area are located within High and Very High fire hazard severity zones. The 
FPEIR concluded that there is ultimately no guarantee at the project-specific level that existing 
regulations would reduce impacts to below significant relative to wildfires. The FPEIR found that 
increasing the number of visitor and employees in unincorporated lands can generally increase the 
threat of wildfire ignition and would increase the number of people potentially located within areas 
with high wildfire risk. Similar to these FPEIR conclusions, the proposed changes to the Agriculture 
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Promotion Project could increase the number of people located within wildfire hazard areas which 
could increase wildfire ignition risk.  

In order to minimize potential fire hazards associated with the allowance for Temporary 
Agricultural Tourism Community Events, the ordinance requires the event area to comply with fire 
prevention standards as approved and enforced by the local Fire Protection District. However, 
similar to the FPEIR, impacts related to wildfire hazards would be significant and unavoidable due 
to the potential increase in persons within wildfire hazard areas and associated wildfire ignition 
risk.  

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials and would not 
substantially increase the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the 
previously certified FPEIR are required. Impacts related to hazards and hazardous materials 
(wildfire) would be significant and unavoidable, consistent with the previously certified FPEIR. 

X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any
changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to hydrology and water
quality including: violation of any waste discharge requirements; an increase in any listed pollutant
to an impaired water body listed  under section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act; cause or contribute
to an exceedance of applicable surface or groundwater receiving water quality objectives or
degradation of beneficial uses; substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially
with groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of
the local groundwater table level; substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area
in a manner which would result in substantial erosion, siltation or flooding on- or off-site; create or
contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned storm water
drainage systems; provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff; place housing or other
structures which would impede or redirect flood flows within a 100-year flood hazard area as
mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard
delineation map, including County Floodplain Maps; expose people or structures to a significant
risk of loss, injury or death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee
or dam; and/or inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found impacts related to storm water 
capacity and groundwater quality would be less than significant while soil erosion and surface 
water quality impacts would be significant. The analysis disclosed that additional agricultural 
tourism activities could result in increased signage, expanding or altering buildings, and demolition 
to accommodate additional people. Additionally, the analysis assumed that agricultural operations 
would attract a greater number of visitors resulting in construction activities and increased 
operations including more visitors and vehicles and an associated increase in pollutants such as 
trash, debris, oils, and grease.  Please refer to Section 2.4.3.6, 2.4.4.6, and 2.4.6.3 of the FPEIR 
for the full analysis.  

Changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would result in similar impacts to water quality. 
While there are a number of regulatory protections to provide oversight of water quality controls 
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and to protect against pollutant discharges, even with these regulations, discharges of pollutants 
would be expected to occur because some activities would not have oversight and BMPs are not 
always 100% effective at eliminating pollutant discharges. Thus, similar to the FPEIR analysis for 
the Agricultural Promotion Project, impacts related to erosion and siltation and surface water 
quality associated with the proposed ordinance changes would be significant and unavoidable.  

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with hydrology and water quality and would not substantially 
increase the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified 
FPEIR are required. Impacts related to hydrology and water quality would be consistent with the 
certified FPEIR.  

XI. LAND USE AND PLANNING -- Since the previous EIR was certified or previous ND was
adopted, are there any changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project
is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to
land use and planning including: physically dividing an established community; and/or conflicts
with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the
project adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found impacts related to land use 
and planning would be less than significant. Please refer to Section 3.1.1 of the FPEIR for the full 
analysis. 

The changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would continue to support and encourage 
agricultural tourism activities within agricultural zones. No changes to land use designations were 
originally proposed with the Agriculture Promotion Project and no land use changes are currently 
proposed. The proposed project would provide additional flexibility to allow additional uses (Small 
Agricultural Stores and Temporary Agriculture Tourism Community Events) by-right which is 
intended to provide support to the agricultural industry in the County by providing more options to 
diversify farm incomes. The proposed ordinance amendments are consistent with the County 
General Plan and community, subregional plans, and specific plans. Therefore, there would be no 
change to the conclusions of the FPEIR. 

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with land use and planning and would not substantially increase 
the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR are 
required. Impacts related to Land Use and Planning would be consistent with the certified FPEIR.  

XII. MINERAL RESOURCES -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any changes in the
project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information
of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to mineral resources including: the loss
of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and the residents of
the state; and/or loss of locally-important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

YES NO 
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The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found impacts related to mineral 
resources would be less than significant. Please refer to Section 3.2.4 of the FPEIR for the full 
analysis. 

Proposed changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would allow for events that would not 
result in future inaccessibility for recovery of mineral resources in the County. Existing agricultural 
operations located on land classified as having mineral resources would remain accessible for 
recovery of mineral resources. Additionally, some activities or events implemented in accordance 
with the Agriculture Promotion Project, including the amendments herein, would continue to be 
subject to Sections 2820–2825 of the County’s Zoning Ordinance, which preserve areas with 
valuable mineral deposits and define the screening process for the potential loss of availability of 
mineral resources. Therefore, there would be no change to the conclusions reached in the FPEIR. 

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with mineral resources and would not substantially increase the 
severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR are 
required. Impacts related to mineral resources would be consistent with the certified FPEIR. 

XIII. NOISE -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any changes in the project, changes
in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial
importance" that result in one or more effects from noise including: exposure of persons to or
generation of noise levels in excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies; exposure of persons to or generation of
excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels; a substantial permanent increase in
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above levels existing without the project; a substantial
temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above levels existing
without the project; for projects located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has
not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, or for projects within the
vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project expose people residing or working in the project area
to excessive noise levels?

YES NO 

The certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found noise impacts associated with excessive 
groundborne vibration, temporary or periodic increases in ambient noise levels and excessive 
noise exposure from airports to be less than significant. The FPEIR found impacts related to noise 
levels in excess of County standards and permanent increases in ambient noise levels to be 
significant and unavoidable.  Please refer to Section 2.6 of the FPEIR for the full analysis. 

The proposed ordinance amendments would not require the use of construction equipment that 
would generate excessive groundborne vibration beyond what was considered in the FPEIR. 
Likewise, adoption of the proposed amendments would not change the expected level of 
temporary or periodic increases in ambient noise. It is expected that structures such as Small 
Agricultural Stores or facilities for temporary agricultural tourism community events would not 
require extensive construction timeframes, and any temporary increases in noise related to 
construction would continue to be less than significant.  Potential impacts from exposure to 
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excessive noise from airports by the proposed ordinance amendments would not result in any 
increase from the less than significant level identified in the FPEIR.  

The potentially significant impact related to noise levels in excess of County standards identified in 
the FPEIR was attributed to noise that would occur due to additional traffic generated by future 
agricultural uses such as microbreweries, cideries, micro-distilleries, stores and wineries. 

The potentially significant impact related to permanent increase in ambient noise levels identified 
in the FPEIR was also related to increased traffic generated primarily by potential new 
microbreweries, cideries, micro-distilleries, and wineries in the communities of Rainbow and Valley 
Center, and from increased onsite operational activities, again mainly due to uses such as 
microbreweries, cideries, micro-distilleries, and wineries.  

The proposed ordinance amendments (remove requirement for zoning verification permit for small 
agricultural stores and setting parameters for temporary agritourism community events) would not 
cause new noise impacts or substantially increase the impacts that were identified in the FPEIR. 
The parameters for temporary agritourism community events would limit the number of guests, 
restrict the timing of the events to 25 days within a 90-day period for a maximum of 100 days per 
year, and restrict the timing of the events to occur between 8:00 A.M. and sunset.  Existing 
limitations do not allow for outdoor amplified sound.   

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with noise and would not substantially increase the severity of 
any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR are required.  

XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING -- Since the previous EIR was certified or previous ND was
adopted, are there any changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project
is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that result in one or more effects
to population and housing including displacing substantial numbers of existing housing or people,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found less than significant impacts 
related to population and housing would result. Please refer to Section 3.2.5 of the FPEIR for the 
discussion. Changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not facilitate substantial 
population growth through the development of new housing, as no new housing is proposed as a 
part of the amendments. Any increase in jobs, temporary or permanent, related to activities or 
events on agricultural land would not result in substantial population growth. Temporary 
construction jobs and additional new permanent jobs, such as clerks to operate agricultural stores 
and staff Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events, are expected to draw from the local 
population. The project does not propose regulatory changes that would encourage population 
growth, displace a substantial number of housing units, alter the residential uses associated with 
current agricultural operations, or replace residents with new agricultural uses. Therefore, there 
would be no change to the previous conclusions reached in the FPEIR. 

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with population and housing and would not substantially 
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increase the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified 
FPEIR are required.   

XV. PUBLIC SERVICES -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any changes in the
project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information
of substantial importance" that result in one or more substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities or the need for
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other
performance  objectives for any of the following public services: fire protection, police protection,
schools, parks, or other public facilities?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found less than significant impacts 
related to public services would result. Please refer to Section 3.2.6 of the FPEIR for the 
discussion.  Changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not result in the need for 
additional public services or new facilities to support the project. The proposed amendments would 
allow Small Agricultural Stores by-right and would define and allow Temporary Agricultural 
Tourism Community Events as a by-right use on properties that quality for an agricultural tourism 
use. Additional Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events could occur with the proposed 
project, due to the by-right allowance; however, these events would be required to comply with the 
proposed ordinance amendments, including meeting applicable fire protection district 
requirements.  Events would be temporary and would not represent a permanent use that would 
result in increased demand on fire protection services, police protection, schools, parks, or other 
public facilities and would not require the construction of new or physically altered governmental 
facilities for fire protection, police protection, schools, parks, or other public facilities. Therefore, 
impacts would remain less than significant. 

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with public services and would not substantially increase the 
severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR are 
required.   

XVI. RECREATION -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any changes in the project,
changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of
substantial importance" that result  in an increase in the use of existing neighborhood and regional
parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would
occur or be accelerated; or that include recreational facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the
environment?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found less than significant impacts 
related to recreation would result.  Please refer to Section 3.2.7 of the FPEIR for the discussion. 
Changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not increase residential or other uses, 
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included but not limited to a residential subdivision, mobile home park, or construction for single-
family residences that may increase the demand for use of existing neighborhood and regional 
parks or other recreational facilities in the vicinity. Therefore, the proposed project would not have 
an adverse physical effect on the environment in terms of recreational resources, and impacts 
would remain less than significant.  

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with recreation and would not substantially increase the severity 
of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR are required.  

XVII. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any
changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause effects to transportation/traffic including: an
increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the
street system; exceedance, either individually or cumulatively, of a level of service standard
established by the county congestion management agency for designated roads or highways;  a
change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in traffic levels or a change in location
that results in substantial safety risks; substantial increase in hazards due to a design feature (e.g.,
sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment);  inadequate
emergency access;  inadequate parking capacity; and/or a conflict with adopted policies, plans, or
programs supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks)?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found that project-level impacts on 
County roadways and State Highways associated with full buildout of the project were potentially 
significant.  Furthermore, potentially impacts from future individual accessory agricultural use 
projects, particularly microbrewery, cidery, micro-distillery, or winery projects, would be potentially 
significant.  (FPEIR page 2.7-15). The FPEIR also concluded that while it is not anticipated that an 
individual small or large agriculture store project would commonly result in significant traffic 
impacts there is a possibility that significant impacts could occur. The Agricultural Promotion 
Project FPEIR also found that the project would not conflict with the San Diego Forward: The 
Regional Plan, and thus impacts associated with a congestion management program would be 
less than significant. The FPEIR included mitigation measures for the impacts stated above but 
determined these impacts would remain significant and unavoidable.  Please refer to Section 2.7 
of the FPEIR for the full analysis. 

The proposed changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would allow additional by-right 
Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events with up to 350 people. The allowances for 
Agricultural Tourism activities identified in the FPEIR included U-Pick operations, on-site tours, on-
site agricultural instruction or demonstrations, lectures or classes about agriculture related topics, 
and participation in agricultural operations on the premises. The description of allowed activities 
specified that music concerts, weddings, receptions, and circus‐ or carnival‐related events are not 
allowed. The proposed amendments would be consistent with the original intent of the Agriculture 
Promotion Project as it would further define and regulate allowed Agriculture Tourism Community 
Events and continue to prohibit concerts, weddings, receptions, and circus‐ or carnival‐related 
events. The original allowance for agriculture tourism activities discussed above did not place 
specific limits on number of attendees or place limitations on the frequency of such activities. The 

1 - 43

1 - 0123456789



PDS2019-POD-19-002 27 October 25, 2019 

proposed ordinance amendments would define Temporary Agriculture Tourism Community 
Events and place limitations on the number of attendees, hours of operations, the number of 
events, among factors detailed in the project description.   

While the proposed ordinance amendments could result in additional events occurring on 
agricultural lands eligible for agriculture tourism, the events would be temporary, occurring for a 
maximum of 100 days per calendar year and not occurring more than 25 days within a 90-day 
period. Considering the number of agricultural properties in the County and the number of 
ordinance requirements that each property would have to meet in order to conduct a by-right 
Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Event, it would be speculative to quantify potential 
transportation impacts of such temporary events. 

The previously certified FPEIR recognized that because proposed mitigation measures would not 
be applied to future non‐discretionary actions allowed under the Agricultural Promotion Project, 
traffic impacts would remain potentially significant and unavoidable. Likewise, the proposed 
amendments would allow by-right implementation of certain temporary agricultural events. Without 
future discretionary review, potentially significant traffic impacts associated with by-right uses 
would remain significant and unmitigated. This is the same as the conclusions reached in the 
Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR and does not constitute a new impact or represent a 
substantial increase in the severity of an impact. 

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with transportation/traffic and would not substantially increase 
the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified FPEIR are 
required.  

XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any
changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause one or more effects to tribal cultural
resources including: causing a change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource as defined in
Public Resource Code §21074?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR found impacts to tribal cultural 
resources potentially significant. Mitigation measures were identified to reduce potentially 
significant impacts to tribal cultural resources. However, by-right events would not be reviewed for 
consistency with these measures. The previously certified FPEIR recognized that because the 
mitigation measures would not be applied to future non‐discretionary actions allowed under the 
Agricultural Promotion Project, impacts would remain potentially significant and unavoidable.  
Please refer to Section 2.3.3.3 and 2.3.6 of the FPEIR for the full analysis  

The Agriculture Promotion Project, as amended herein, would continue to promote and encourage 
additional agricultural related activities on active agricultural properties throughout County resulting 
in similar potentially significant impacts. Likewise, the proposed amendments would allow by-right 
implementation of certain agricultural events. Without future discretionary review, potentially 
significant impacts to tribal cultural resources would remain significant and unmitigated. This is the 
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same as the conclusions reached in the Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR and does not 
constitute a new impact or represent an increase in the severity of an impact. 

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with tribal cultural resources and would not substantially 
increase the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified 
FPEIR are required.  

XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS -- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there any
changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and/or
"new information of substantial importance" that cause  effects to utilities and service systems
including: exceedance of wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water
Quality Control Board; require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment
facilities, new storm water drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental effects; result in a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider, which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve
the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments; be served by a
landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs;
and/or noncompliance with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agricultural Promotion Project FPEIR found that the project would not 
involve any uses that would generate significant amounts of wastewater or require the 
construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities. 
The addition of accessory agricultural uses to lands already used for agriculture are not 
anticipated to generate any large amount of solid waste nor place any burden on the existing 
permitted capacity of any landfill within the County. Therefore, the Agricultural Promotion 
Project would not result in significant impacts related to wastewater treatment or solid waste.  
Please refer to Section 3.1.2 of the FPEIR for the full analysis  

Changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not involve any change in uses that would 
generate significant amounts of wastewater or require the construction of new water or wastewater 
treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities. The addition of accessory agricultural uses to 
lands already used for agriculture are not anticipated to generate any large amount of solid waste 
and would not increase any burden on the existing permitted capacity of any landfill within the 
County. Therefore, there would be no change in the conclusions reached in the FPEIR. 

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with utilities and service systems and would not substantially 
increase the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified 
FPEIR are required.  
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XX. WATER SUPPLY AND GROUNDWATER-- Since the previous EIR was certified, are there
any changes in the project, changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken
and/or "new information of substantial importance" that cause effects related to water supply
including surface water or groundwater that may require new or expanded entitlements to water
supplies or new water resources to serve the project?

YES NO 

The previously certified Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR concluded the Agriculture Promotion 
Project would result in significant and unmitigated impacts associated with water and groundwater 
supply. With respect to imported water supplies, the FPEIR found that the project could result 
in significant impacts. Also, the location and number of new or expanded water service 
connections that could be required from accessory agricultural uses operating by-right under 
the amended Zoning Ordinance are not known and could result in a demand for water where 
currently none exists. The FPEIR also found that with respect to groundwater supplies, 
impacts would be significant. The FPEIR included mitigation measures, however, the FPEIR 
also determined that it could not be concluded that potential impacts on either imported water 
supply or groundwater resources from all future agricultural operations allowed by the 
Agricultural Promotion Project would be avoided or mitigated. Therefore, impacts associated 
with imported water supply and groundwater resources would remain significant and 
unmitigated.  Please refer to Section 2.8 of the FPEIR for the full analysis. 

The Agriculture Promotion Project, as amended herein, would continue to promote and encourage 
additional agricultural-related activities on active agricultural properties throughout County. The 
proposed project, including the amendments herein, would provide additional flexibility to allow 
additional uses (Small Agricultural Stores and Agriculture Tourism Community Events) allowing 
increased attendance to 350 people. Removing the permit requirement for Small Agricultural 
Stores is not anticipated to result in any change related to imported water supply or groundwater 
resources. Similarly, the allowance for Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events by-right 
is not anticipated to result in a substantial increase in demand for imported water supply or 
groundwater as the events would be temporary and would not be associated with any permanent 
structures or habitable uses that could substantially increase demand.  

With respect to impacts related to water supply in the FPEIR, mitigation measures were proposed 
including the requirement for projects to obtain water district commitments that adequate water 
supply was available. However, future activities or events implemented under Agriculture 
Promotion Project, as amended herein, would not require a discretionary permit and there would 
be no way to enforce this mitigation measure. Therefore, without future discretionary review, 
potentially significant impacts related to water supply would remain significant and unmitigated. 
This is the same as the conclusions reached in the Agriculture Promotion Project FPEIR and does 
not constitute a new impact or represent a substantial increase in the severity of an impact. 
Although projects resulting from the proposed amendment would not be expected to result in a 
substantial additional demand on imported water supply or groundwater resources beyond what 
was contemplated in the Agriculture Promotion Project EIR, without future discretionary review, 
there would be no way to demonstrate that mitigation measures are enforced. Therefore, 
potentially significant impacts related to imported water supply and groundwater resources would 
remain significant and unmitigated. This is the same as the conclusions reached in the Agriculture 
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Promotion Project FPEIR and does not constitute a new impact or represent a substantial increase 
in the severity of an impact.  

Because the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not cause any new 
environmental impacts associated with water supply and groundwater and would not substantially 
increase the severity of any previously identified impacts, no revisions to the previously certified 
FPEIR are required. Impacts related to mineral resources would be consistent with the certified 
FPEIR.  

XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Since the previous EIR was certified or
previous ND was adopted, are there any changes in the project, changes in circumstances under
which the project is undertaken and/or "new information of substantial importance" that result in
any mandatory finding of significance listed below?

Does the project degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a 
fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a 
rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory? 

Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable 
when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 

Does the project have environmental effects, which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

YES NO 

As discussed above, the proposed changes to the Agriculture Promotion Project would not result 
in any new significant impacts nor result in a substantial increase in any previously identified 
impacts. The proposed amendments would not degrade the quality of the environment in any 
manner, especially related to sustainability of wildlife, affect endangered or threatened biological 
communities, or affect historical resources associated with California history. The proposed 
amendments would not result in cumulative impacts beyond those identified in the FPEIR. The 
proposed amendment would not have any adverse effect on human beings, directly or indirectly.  

ATTACHMENTS 

• Agriculture Promotion Project EIR, February 2017 – On file with Planning & Development
Services.
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REFERENCES USED IN THE COMPLETION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW UPDATE 
CHECKLIST FORM    

County of San Diego, Agriculture Promotion Project EIR. 2017. 

California Environmental Quality Act, CEQA Guidelines  

California Environmental Quality Act. 2001.  California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, 
Section 15382.  

County Code of Regulatory Ordinances, Title 3, Division 5, Chapter 3 

County of San Diego General Plan, 2011. 

County of San Diego General Plan Final Program EIR, certified on August 3, 2011. 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Agricultural Resources, approved March 19, 2007. 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Air Quality, approved March 19, 2007 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Biological Resources, approved September 15, 2010 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Cultural Resources: Archaeological and Historical Resources, approved 
December 5, 2007 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Geologic Hazards, approved July 30, 2007 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Mineral Resources, approved July 30, 2008 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Noise, approved March 19, 2007 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Transportation and Traffic, approved August 24, 2011 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Vectors, approved January 15, 2009 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Visual Resources, approved July 30, 2007 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content 
Requirements for Wildland Fire and Fire Protection, approved August 31, 2010 
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County of San Diego Zoning Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO.  (NEW SERIES) 

(a) "Community event" means an event sponsored by a nonprofit organization or any agency
of the federal, State or local government that takes place at a fixed location for four consecutive
days or less and is open to the general public.

(b) "Nonprofit organization" means a nonprofit organization that is exempt from taxation
pursuant to sections 23701a, 23701b, 23701d, 23701e, 23701f, 23701g, 23701k, 23701l,
23701t, or 23701w of the California Revenue and Taxation Code.

(c) “Temporary Agritourism Community Event” means a temporary, publicly accessible forprofit,
event that is supplemental to permitted Agricultural Tourism activities.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO REGULATORY CODE TO 
DEFINE TEMPORARY AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY EVENTS 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego ordains as follows: 

Section 1. The Board of Supervisors finds and determines that the San Diego 
County Administrative Code should be updated by amending Chapter 2. Community Events, 
Section 21.201. Definitions. The Board finds that these amendments are reasonable and 
necessary for the public health, safety, convenience, and welfare. 

Section 2. Section 21.201 is amended to read as follows: 

SEC. 21.201.   DEFINITIONS. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  (NEW SERIES) 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO REGULATORY CODE 
TO DEFINE TEMPORARY AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY EVENTS 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego ordains as follows: 

Section 1. The Board of Supervisors finds and determines that the San Diego 
County Administrative Code should be updated by amending Chapter 2. Community Events, 
Section 21.201. Definitions. The Board finds that these amendments are reasonable and 
necessary for the public health, safety, convenience, and welfare. 

Section 2. Section 21.201 is amended to read as follows: 

SEC. 21.201.   DEFINITIONS. 

(a) "Community event" means an event sponsored by a nonprofit organization or any agency
of the federal, State or local government that takes place at a fixed location for four consecutive
days or less and is open to the general public.

(b) "Nonprofit organization" means a nonprofit organization that is exempt from taxation
pursuant to sections 23701a, 23701b, 23701d, 23701e, 23701f, 23701g, 23701k, 23701l,
23701t, or 23701w of the California Revenue and Taxation Code.

(c) “Temporary Agritourism Community Event” means a temporary, publicly accessible forprofit,
event that is supplemental to permitted Agricultural Tourism activities. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  (NEW SERIES) 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ZONING ORDINANCE 
RELATED TO AGRICULTURAL TOURISM TO DEFINE AND ALLOW FOR TEMPORARY 

AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego ordains as follows: 

Section 1. The Board of Supervisors finds and determines that the Zoning 
Ordinance should be updated by amending or adding sections regarding Small Agricultural 
Sores, and Temporary Agritourism Community Events. The Board finds that these 
amendments are reasonable and necessary for the public health, safety, convenience, and 
welfare. 

Section 2.  Section 6157.a.2. Agricultural Store, Small of the Zoning Ordinance is 
amended to read as follows: 

Agricultural Store, Small. Operation of a Small Agricultural Store for the display and sale of 
horticulture or agriculture products produced on the premises shall be permitted, as follows: 

a) A Small Agricultural Store shall be permitted only in the RR Use Regulations on lots of
2 acres or larger, and in the A70, A72, S88, S90 and S92 Use Regulations. The
Agricultural Store provisions shall not be used to increase the size of a production facility,
tasting area and/or retail sales area of a Wholesale Limited Winery, Boutique Winery or
Small Winery, as limited by Section 6910.

b) The store shall be incidental to primary agricultural, horticultural or animal husbandry
use, as follows:

i. At least 50 percent of the total gross area of the premises shall be suitable and
available for agricultural, horticultural, animal husbandry or open space use;

ii. At least 50 percent of the area in a) above (i.e., 25 percent of the total gross
area of the premises) shall be in actual active agricultural, horticultural, or animal
husbandry use. For operations with a total area greater than 200 acres, at least 40
acres must be actual active agricultural, horticultural, or animal husbandry use.

c) The store shall be operated by the owner or tenant of the property upon which the store
is located. Agricultural products produced on other premises owned or leased by the same
property owner or tenant may be displayed and sold.

d) Only one agricultural store shall be permitted per legal lot. A small store shall not be
allowed on a lot with an existing Agricultural stand or Large Agricultural Store.

e) Building size: the floor area of the building and all open, roofed areas used for display
of products for sale shall not exceed a total of 1,500 square feet. No other structures on
the property shall be used for on-site sales. The structure shall conform to all setbacks
pursuant to Section 4810. All areas accessed by the public shall be permitted and
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constructed in compliance with the applicable commercial building code and shall comply 
with all applicable requirements of the Department of Environmental Health. 

f) Retail sales activities including sale of products related to the agricultural products
produced, cut flowers, prepackaged food, bottled or canned beverages, and sundries is
allowed only in conjunction with the sale of produce, animal products and/or shell eggs
raised on the property. All applicable regulations of the Department of Environmental
Health and Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measures shall be met.

g) A retail sales area for items other than the agricultural products raised on the property
shall be limited to a maximum of 200 square feet of the building area. This shall include
any refrigeration cases for prepared foods,

h) Parking: A minimum of six parking spaces shall be provided for patrons using the
Agricultural Store. The on-site parking area used for the Agricultural Store may be
surfaced with Chip Seal, gravel, or an alternative surfacing material such as recycled
asphalt suitable for lower traffic volumes. Any disabled access parking stalls, access
aisles, and accessible routes provided shall be in compliance with California Building Code
chapter 11B and shall be stable, firm and slip-resistant

i) Hours of operation: The store is allowed to operate to the public from 10 a.m. until legal
sunset seven days a week.

j) Signage: One on-premise sign, not to exceed four square feet, is allowed.

k) Events, such as weddings or concerts, are prohibited. However, on site instruction
related to the products produced or raised on the site is allowed.

related to the products produced or raised on the site is allowed. 

Section 3. Section 6157.b. Agricultural Tourism of the Zoning Ordinance is amended to read as 
follows: 

Agricultural Tourism. Agricultural Tourism may be allowed as an accessory use to a Commercial 
Agriculture operation in the RR, A70, A72, S88, S90 and S92 Use Regulations provided the 
following criteria are met:  

1. The Agricultural Tourism uses shall be incidental to primary agricultural, horticultural
or animal husbandry use.

a) At least 50 percent of the total gross area of the premises shall be suitable and
available for agricultural, horticultural, animal husbandry or open space use;

b) At least fifty percent of the area in a) above (i.e., 25 percent of the total gross
area of the premises) shall be in actual active agricultural, horticultural, or animal
husbandry use. For operations with a total area greater than 20 acres, at least 5
acres must be actual active agricultural, horticultural, or horticultural use.

1 - 56

1 - 0123456789



POD-19-002 

DRAFT October 25, 2019 
Clean Copy 

Page 3 

Section 4.  Section 6157.b.2. Agricultural Tourism of the Zoning Ordinance is amended to read 
as follows: 

Allowed activities. U-Pick operations, on-site tours, on-site agricultural instruction or 
demonstrations, lectures or classes about agriculture related topics, participation in agricultural 
operations on the premises, and Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Events. 

Section 5.  Section 6157.b.4. Agricultural Tourism of Zoning Ordinance is amended to read as 
follows: 

Temporary Agritourism Community Events are allowed as an accessory to Agritourism activities 
subject to the following limitations: 

a) A Temporary Agritourism Community Event is a publicly accessible, for-profit,
organized activity or gathering that is advertised or promoted. Non-profit community
events are subject to a Community Events Permit, administered by the Department of
Environmental Health.

b) Design and Operation Conditions. All Temporary Agritourism Community Events shall
comply with the following design and operational conditions:

i Vendors. Food and goods vendors may be incorporated as part of the event, 
subject to all applicable permitting and licensing. A maximum of two goods vendors 
shall be permitted unless 51% of the total vendors at the event are related to 
agriculture products, then additional goods vendors shall be permitted. 

1) Food Vendors. The California Health and Safety Code Section 114387
requires a Temporary Food Facility Permit of any person or organization
providing food at a public event. All operators selling food, including
existing restaurants, are required to apply for a Temporary Food Facility
Permit when participating in a temporary event.

2) Goods Vendors. The Temporary Agritourism Community Event vendors
may sell non-agriculture related goods in accordance with Chapter 5
Solicitations of the San Diego County Code of Regulatory Ordinances.

ii. Attendees. Events shall be limited to a maximum of 350 guests. Events
exceeding 350 people shall not qualify as a Temporary Agritourism Event and shall
be subject to Temporary Use Regulations - Section 6100 and Sheriff licensing
review.

iii. Number of Events. Temporary Agritourism Community Events shall occur in
accordance with Section 113755 of the California Retail Food Code. The Number
of events exceeding this code, shall be considered permanent and not qualify as
a Temporary Agricultural Tourism Community Event.

iv. Hours of Operation. Temporary Agritourism Community Events, including setup
and tear down, shall occur between 8:00 a.m. and sunset.

1 - 57

1 - 0123456789



POD-19-002 

DRAFT October 25, 2019 
Clean Copy 

Page 4 

v. All temporary components of the Temporary Agritourism Community Event must
be removed within 24 hours of the conclusion of the event(s).

vi. All areas accessed by the public must be permitted and constructed in
compliance with the applicable commercial building code, including the
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

c) Other Applicable Approvals.

i. Necessary sanitation facilities, as defined in the California Retail Food Code
Sections114351, 114358, 114359, must be provided as required by the
Department of Environmental Health.

ii. No outdoor amplified sound is permitted. All operations shall comply with the
provisions of Section 36.401 et seq. of the San Diego County Code of Regulatory
Ordinances relating to Noise Abatement and Control.

iii. All vendors, organizers, and or property owners shall obtain all applicable
licenses or permits from the Department of Environmental Health and the County
Sheriff Department pursuant to the Uniform Licensing Procedure of the County
Code.

iv. The temporary sale of alcohol shall require an Alcoholic Beverage Control
(ABC) license from the State with review from County Sheriff’s Department. If the
on-site agricultural operation has a permanent ABC license, the requirements of
that license shall apply.

d) Exclusions.

i. Any other type of event such as weddings, corporate events, music concerts,
festivals, and carnivals are not considered an incidental use to primary agricultural,
horticultural, or animal husbandry uses, and do not qualify as Agritourism
Community Events, and are subject to Section 6100 et seq., Temporary Use
Regulations.

ii. Pursuant to Section 6106 of the Zoning Ordinance, Non-profit Community
Events as defined in and as limited by Chapter 2 of Division 1 of Title 2 of the San
Diego County Code (sections 21.201 – 21.208) may be allowed and subject to all
applicable licenses required by the Sheriff pursuant to Chapter 1 of Division 1 of
Title 2 of the San Diego County Code (sections 21.101 – 21.117).
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ORDINANCE NO.  (NEW SERIES) 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ZONING ORDINANCE 
RELATED TO AGRICULTURAL TOURISM TO DEFINE AND ALLOW FOR TEMPORARY 

AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY EVENTS 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego ordains as follows: 

Section 1. The Board of Supervisors finds and determines that the Zoning Ordinance should be 
updated by amending or adding sections regarding Small Agricultural Sores, and 
Temporary Agritourism Community Events. The Board finds that these amendments are 
reasonable and necessary for the public health, safety, convenience, and welfare. 

Section 2.  Section 6157.a.2. Agricultural Store, Small of the Zoning Ordinance is amended to 
read as follows: 

Agricultural Store, Small. Operation of a Small Agricultural Store for the display and sale 
of horticulture or agriculture products produced on the premises shall be permitted with a 
Zoning Verification Permit, as follows: 

a) A Small Agricultural Store shall be permitted only in the RR Use Regulations on lots of
2 acres or larger, and in the A70, A72, S88, S90 and S92 Use Regulations. The
Agricultural Store provisions shall not be used to increase the size of a production facility,
tasting area and/or retail sales area of a Wholesale Limited Winery, Boutique Winery or
Small Winery, as limited by Section 6910.

b) The store shall be incidental to primary agricultural, horticultural or animal husbandry
use, as follows:

i. At least 50 percent of the total gross area of the premises shall be suitable and
available for agricultural, horticultural, animal husbandry or open space use;

ii. At least 50 percent of the area in a) above (i.e., 25 percent of the total gross
area of the premises) shall be in actual active agricultural, horticultural, or animal
husbandry use. For operations with a total area greater than 200 acres, at least 40
acres must be actual active agricultural, horticultural, or animal husbandry use.

c) The store shall be operated by the owner or tenant of the property upon which the store
is located. Agricultural products produced on other premises owned or leased by the same
property owner or tenant may be displayed and sold.

d) Only one agricultural store shall be permitted per legal lot. A small store shall not be
allowed on a lot with an existing Agricultural stand or Large Agricultural Store.

e) Building size: the floor area of the building and all open, roofed areas used for display
of products for sale shall not exceed a total of 1,500 square feet. No other structures on
the property shall be used for on-site sales. The structure shall conform to all setbacks
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pursuant to Section 4810. All areas accessed by the public shall be permitted and 
constructed in compliance with the applicable commercial building code and shall comply 
with all applicable requirements of the Department of Environmental Health. 

f) Retail sales activities including sale of products related to the agricultural products
produced, cut flowers, prepackaged food, bottled or canned beverages, and sundries is
allowed only in conjunction with the sale of produce, animal products and/or shell eggs
raised on the property. All applicable regulations of the Department of Environmental
Health and Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measures shall be met.

g) A retail sales area for items other than the agricultural products raised on the property
shall be limited to a maximum of 200 square feet of the building area. This shall include
any refrigeration cases for prepared foods,

h) Parking: A minimum of six parking spaces shall be provided for patrons using the
Agricultural Store. The on-site parking area used for the Agricultural Store may be
surfaced with Chip Seal, gravel, or an alternative surfacing material such as recycled
asphalt suitable for lower traffic volumes. Any disabled access parking stalls, access
aisles, and accessible routes provided shall be in compliance with California Building Code
chapter 11B and shall be stable, firm and slip-resistant

i) Hours of operation: The store is allowed to operate to the public from 10 a.m. until legal
sunset seven days a week.

j) Signage: One on-premise sign, not to exceed four square feet, is allowed.

k) Events, such as weddings or concerts, are prohibited. However, on site instruction
related to the products produced or raised on the site is allowed.

Section 3. Section 6157.b. Agricultural Tourism of the Zoning Ordinance is amended to read as 
follows: 

Agricultural Tourism. Agricultural Tourism may be allowed as an accessory use to a Commercial 
Agriculture operation in the RR, A70, A72, S88, S90 and S92 Use Regulations provided the 
following criteria are met:  

1. The Agricultural Tourism uses shall be incidental to primary agricultural, horticultural
or animal husbandry use.

a) At least 50 percent of the total gross area of the premises shall be suitable and
available for agricultural, horticultural, animal husbandry or open space use;

b) At least fifty percent of the area in a) above (i.e., 25 percent of the total gross
area of the premises) shall be in actual active agricultural, horticultural, or animal
husbandry use. For operations with a total area greater than 200 20 acres, at least
40 5 acres must be actual active agricultural, horticultural, or horticultural use.
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Section 4.  Section 6157.b.2. Agricultural Tourism of the Zoning Ordinance is amended to read 
as follows: 

Allowed activities. U-Pick operations, on-site tours, on-site agricultural instruction or 
demonstrations, lectures or classes about agriculture related topics, participation in agricultural 
operations on the premises, and Temporary Agritourism Community Events. 

Section 5.  Section 6157.b.4. Agritourism of Zoning Ordinance is amended to read as follows: 

Temporary Agritourism Community Events are allowed as an accessory to Agricultural Tourism 
activities subject to the following limitations: 

a) A Temporary Agritourism Community Event is a publicly accessible, for-profit,
organized activity or gathering that is advertised or promoted. Non-profit community 
events are subject to a Community Events Permit, administered by the Department of 
Environmental Health. 

b) Design and Operation Conditions. All Temporary Agritourism Community Events shall
comply with the following design and operational conditions: 

i Vendors. Food and goods vendors may be incorporated as part of the event, 
subject to all applicable permitting and licensing. A maximum of two goods vendors 
shall be permitted unless 51% of the total vendors at the event are related to 
agriculture products, then additional goods vendors shall be permitted. 

1) Food Vendors. The California Health and Safety Code Section 114387
requires a Temporary Food Facility Permit of any person or organization 
providing food at a public event. All operators selling food, including 
existing restaurants, are required to apply for a Temporary Food Facility 
Permit when participating in a temporary event. 

2) Goods Vendors. The Temporary Agritourism Community Event vendors
may sell non-agriculture related goods in accordance with Chapter 5 
Solicitations of the San Diego County Code of Regulatory Ordinances. 

ii. Attendees. Events shall be limited to a maximum of 350 guests. Events
exceeding 350 people shall not qualify as a Temporary Agritourism Event and shall 
be subject to Temporary Use Regulations - Section 6100 and Sheriff licensing 
review. 

iii. Number of Events. Temporary Agritourism Community Events shall occur in
accordance with Section 113755 of the California Retail Food Code. The Number 
of events exceeding this code, shall be considered permanent and not qualify as 
a Temporary Agritourism Community Event. 

iv. Hours of Operation. Temporary Agritourism Community Events, including setup
and tear down, shall occur between 8:00 a.m. and sunset. 
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v. All temporary components of the Temporary Agritourism Community Event must
be removed within 24 hours of the conclusion of the event(s). 

vi. All areas accessed by the public must be permitted and constructed in
compliance with the applicable commercial building code, including the 
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

c) Other Applicable Approvals.

i. Necessary sanitation facilities, as defined in the California Retail Food Code
Sections114351, 114358, 114359, must be provided as required by the 
Department of Environmental Health. 

ii. No outdoor amplified sound is permitted. All operations shall comply with the
provisions of Section 36.401 et seq. of the San Diego County Code of Regulatory 
Ordinances relating to Noise Abatement and Control. 

iii. All vendors, organizers, and or property owners shall obtain all applicable
licenses or permits from the Department of Environmental Health and the County 
Sheriff Department pursuant to the Uniform Licensing Procedure of the County 
Code. 

iv. The temporary sale of alcohol shall require an Alcoholic Beverage Control
(ABC) license from the State with review from County Sheriff’s Department. If the 
on-site agricultural operation has a permanent ABC license, the requirements of 
that license shall apply. 

d) Exclusions.

i. Any other type of event such as weddings, corporate events, music concerts,
festivals, and carnivals are not considered an incidental use to primary agricultural, 
horticultural, or animal husbandry uses, and do not qualify as Agritourism 
Community Events, and are subject to Section 6100 et seq., Temporary Use 
Regulations. 

ii. Pursuant to Section 6106 of the Zoning Ordinance, Non-profit Community
Events as defined in and as limited by Chapter 2 of Division 1 of Title 2 of the San 
Diego County Code (sections 21.201 – 21.208) may be allowed and subject to all 
applicable licenses required by the Sheriff pursuant to Chapter 1 of Division 1 of 
Title 2 of the San Diego County Code (sections 21.101 – 21.117). 
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ORDINANCE NO.  (NEW SERIES) 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ZONING ORDINANCE 
RELATED TO WINERIES TO ALLOW FOR TEMPORARY AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY 

EVENTS

The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego ordains as follows: 

Section 1. The Board of Supervisors finds and determines that the Zoning 
Ordinance should be updated by amending or adding sections regarding Temporary Agritourism 
Community Events. The Board finds that these amendments are reasonable and necessary 
for the public health, safety, convenience, and welfare. 

Section 2.  Section 6910 Wholesale Limited, Boutique and Small Wineries of the Zoning 
Ordinance is amended to read as follows: 

The provisions of Section 6910 shall be known as the Wholesale Limited, Boutique and 
Small Wineries Regulations. The purpose of these regulations is to promote production of 
wine from fruit grown in San Diego County, to support local agriculture and to prescribe 
reasonable standards and procedures for the operation of wineries. Commercial activities 
not expressly allowed pursuant to the provisions of Section 6910 are prohibited, with the 
exception of Temporary Agritourism Community Events as defined in Section 6157.b.4. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  (NEW SERIES) 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ZONING ORDINANCE 
RELATED TO WINERIES TO ALLOW FOR TEMPORARY AGRITOURISM COMMUNITY 

EVENTS 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego ordains as follows: 

Section 1. The Board of Supervisors finds and determines that the Zoning 
Ordinance should be updated by amending or adding sections regarding Temporary Agritourism 
Community Events. The Board finds that these amendments are reasonable and necessary 
for the public health, safety, convenience, and welfare.  

Section 2.  Section 6910 Wholesale Limited, Boutique and Small Wineries of the 
Zoning Ordinance is amended to read as follows: 

The provisions of Section 6910 shall be known as the Wholesale Limited, Boutique and 
Small Wineries Regulations. The purpose of these regulations is to promote production of 
wine from fruit grown in San Diego County, to support local agriculture and to prescribe 
reasonable standards and procedures for the operation of wineries. Commercial activities 
not expressly allowed pursuant to the provisions of Section 6910 are prohibited, with the 
exception of Temporary Agritourism Community Events as defined in Section 6157.b.4. 
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Valley Center Community Planning Group
P0 Box 127 Valley Center CA 92082

October 17, 2019

County of San Diego
Planning & Development Services, Advance Planning
5510 Overland Avenue Suite 310
San Diego, CA 92123

Attn: Land Use / Environmental Planner Timothy Vertino

Re: Agriculture Community Events Draft Ordinance PDS2O19-POD-19-002

Dear Mr. Vertino,

The Valley Center Community Planning Group appreciates the request for
our input on the Agriculture Community Events Draft Ordinance PDS2OI9-
POD-19-002. VCCPG has reviewed the Draft Ordinance and have no
concerns identified at this time.

The recommendation motion carried 11 ayes, zero nays, zero abstentions
with 3 absent and I vacancy at the VCCPG regular meeting on Monday
October 14, 2019.

Regards,

Oliver Smitl7
Chair, Valley Center Community Planning Group
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From: M Mann
To: Vertino, Timothy
Cc: Lardy, Eric; Fehrensen, Michelle; Chase, Donald
Subject: Re: Temporary Agriculture Community Events Draft Ordinance
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 6:07:55 PM

Hi Mr. Vertino, et al,

I have not yet thoroughly reviewed the proposed ordinance changes, but I do have one question/comment at
this point that I wanted to send.

I noticed that the activity (actually, the start time for set up) is not until 10am.  My opinion is the timing
should allow for a start much earlier in the day.  Here are three relevant examples illustrating why this
timing should be more flexible for the farmer:

1)  Many of the San Diego Farms/Ag businesses are in the hotter parts of the county.  Farmers typically
harvest early in the morning when it's cool (to protect what they are harvesting and to make it easier on the
laborers that are working) .  If a farmer wants to do a harvest demonstration as their public agritourism
event, they need to do this early in the day when harvest is occurring (much earlier than a 10am setup
start).   Also, even if the harvest demonstration for a certain crop could be pushed to later in the day, the
visitors will be uncomfortable out in the hot sun midday to afternoon. 
2)  Another example: Maybe the farm event is in the education area - it isn't directly related to harvesting,
but it is a walk-about type visitor tour of the operation.  The visitor is paying to see the soil, the plants, the
water capture and reuse techniques, the native habitat, and the native creatures that are on site and the
importance of those native elements to the agricultural operation.  This would also be out in the open, out in
the sun.  The Farmer/owner would need to start this early in the day as well.  They can't start it at midday or
even late afternoon, it would be too hot by then. The visitors would be uncomfortable, and that's not a
successful scenario for anyone.
3)  I could also see events that capture a moment on the farm.  For instance, many new farmers are
installing multiple owl boxes for their gopher control.  And if they are successful, which a decent
percentage are in the back-country, they get owl families living in the boxes.  And like clockwork, the owls
come out at night to start their job.  A farmer could set up night scopes from a distance and show this to
visitors.  This is not a large 350 people type event, but it could be a ticketed event for profit.  This happens
after dark and is seasonal.  They need to do this beyond sunset.

If the Farmer/Owner is complying with all noise regulations, in addition to all the other requirements,
during their ticketed event they should be able to do this event when it makes the most sense for their
operations (i.e. harvest time of day) and for their educational purposes (owls and creatures that come out at
night) and for their visitors to get the most out of the experience.  This ordinance (at least in my
interpretation) is all about education and showing off our agriculture and making a profit by selling a ticket
to the public.  Can the start and stop time be eliminated?  If some type of timing restriction is required, can
the timing restriction be replaced with a "max total time allowed"? (i.e. max of 10 hours for setup time,
event time, and cleanup time)?

Thank you for your consideration,
Michelle Mann

On Fri, Sep 20, 2019 at 4:09 PM Vertino, Timothy <Timothy.Vertino@sdcounty.ca.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon,

 

Thank you for attending the August public workshops and/or signing up for updates for the Temporary
Agricultural Community Events Project. The proposed draft ordinance amendments are available for
public review from September 20th to October 20th on the project website
at:https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/advance/agriculturepromotion/communityevents.html. 
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