Late Correspondence

31405 Palos Verdes Drive
Escondido, Ca 92026

April 9, 2026
Dear San Diego County Planning Commission,

I am writing to oppose key components of the proposed Cannabis Program—specifically
cultivation, distribution facilities, and onsite consumption lounges in unincorporated
areas.

| have serious concern that the government should not be in the position of promoting or
incentivizing participation in a specific commercial industry—particularly one that carries
ongoing public health and safety risks and contributes to the normalization of cannabis use
among children and youth. Expanding and legitimizing this industry through targeted
programs sends a message that cannabis use is routine and acceptable, which can
undermine prevention efforts and increase exposure for younger populations. Public
resources would be better directed toward broader economic development initiatives,
workforce training, or small business support programs that are accessible to a wider range
of residents without reinforcing behaviors that may negatively impact youth development.

The government should be promoting farming for food such as those found at JR Organics
in Escondido.

Cannabis cultivation raises serious land-use and environmental concerns. These
operations can be resource-intensive requiring high water usage, energy-intensive indoor
growing, generate strong and persistent odors, and potential pesticide and waste runoff. It
can introduce industrial-scale activity into rural or residential communities. In
unincorporated areas with limited infrastructure, this can strain resources and disrupt
existing agricultural and residential uses.

Onsite consumption lounges present additional quality-of-life and public safety concerns.
These venues may contribute to impaired driving, secondhand smoke exposure, and the
normalization of public cannabis use. Placing them in unincorporated areas risks
concentrating these impacts in communities that have less local control and fewer
enforcement resources.

For these reasons, | urge the County to reconsider permitting cultivation, distribution hubs,
and onsite consumption lounges in unincorporated areas.

Sincerely, Caridad Trujillo
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My name is Stephani Baxter. I am a resident and business owner in Fallbrook, as well as an
elected member of the Fallbrook Community Planning Group.

I am writing to formally urge the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors to halt
advancement of the proposed Socially Equitable Cannabis Program (SECP) in its current form.

Recent Board directives regarding the SECP demonstrate that the recommendations of all
Community Sponsor Planning Groups (CSPGs) are being disregarded. These groups have
invested more than five years conducting research, attending public meetings and webinars,
engaging with other jurisdictions, and working collaboratively with County staff to provide
informed, thoughtful, and detailed recommendations. The near-total dismissal of this work raises
serious concerns about the integrity of the public engagement process.

Expanding cannabis operations into the unincorporated areas poses significant and well-
documented risks. Evidence from states such as Colorado, Oregon, Massachusetts, and
California shows that the introduction of legal cannabis licensing has not eliminated illicit
markets; in many cases, it has coincided with their expansion. This reality directly undermines
the stated goals of regulation and instead compounds existing challenges.

The result is increased negative impacts across the more than 500,000 residents and 772,000+
acres of unincorporated County land. Multiple fronts: environmental degradation, public health
& safety risks, increased crime, economic strain, and the erosion of community character. These
impacts will not remain isolated —they will extend, with spillover negative effects into
neighboring cities.

Equally concerning is the environmental risk to groundwater, watersheds, and protected lands.
Cannabis cultivation is resource-intensive and often associated with high water usage, fertilizer
and pesticide runoff, and soil disturbance. In rural, unincorporated areas that rely heavily on
limited groundwater supplies, this raises serious concerns about depletion and long-term
sustainability. Runoff containing chemicals and toxins can enter local watersheds, impacting
water quality, wildlife habitats, and nearby preserve lands that are critical to the region’s
ecological balance. These are not speculative risks —they are documented impacts in other
jurisdictions that have expanded cannabis cultivation without adequate safeguards.

Public safety risks also extend to transportation. Increased cannabis availability and distribution
in rural areas raises the likelihood of impaired driving on narrow, winding country roads that are
already challenging and, in many cases, under-equipped for higher traffic volumes. Fallbrook has
no ride-share services. This places residents, visitors, and emergency responders at heightened
risk and further strains already limited public safety resources.

Just as troubling is the lack of infrastructure to support such a program. Rural communities are
already underserved in terms of emergency response, healthcare access, utilities, and law
enforcement capacity. Expanding cannabis operations under these conditions will further strain
these limited resources, creating broader consequences for the entire County.

Zoning designations such as A70 and A72, which define the rural character of vast portions of
the unincorporated area, are fundamentally incompatible with large-scale cannabis cultivation.
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Introducing such uses into these zones would irreversibly alter the identity and livability of these
communities.

Given the substantial body of evidence from other jurisdictions —including documented
environmental harm, community disruption, and ongoing legal challenges—it is difficult to
understand why the County of San Diego would proceed with a program that presents clear and
foreseeable risks.

At minimum, this program should be paused until meaningful consideration is given to the
extensive input already provided by CSPGs and affected residents. A decision of this magnitude
warrants a transparent, data-driven approach that genuinely incorporates community feedback.

I respectfully urge you to review the submitted comments and recommendations in full and to
halt further action on the SECP until these concerns are adequately addressed.

Sincerely,
Stephani Baxter

Page 2 of 2



Late Correspondence
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LAW OFFICE OF

KELLY M. HAYES

April 9, 2026
SENT VIA EMAIL:
PDS.PlanningCommission@sdcounty.ca.gov

San Diego County Planning Commission
County of San Diego

Planning & Development Services

5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 310

San Diego, CA 92123

Re:  Support for Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and Requested Revisions to
Temporary Cannabis Events

Dear Chair and Members of the Planning Commission:

This Law Office represents licensed cannabis businesses throughout California and specifically
within the San Diego region. Since 2014, I’ve had the pleasure of assisting various types of
cannabis businesses obtain licensed and permits throughout the State of California. The purpose
of this correspondence is to provide my support for the County’s Socially Equitable Cannabis
Program and request further revisions be made to the County’s Ordinance related to Temporary
Cannabis Events.

After reviewing the PEIR, it’s clear that several of the County’s proposed Cannabis Event
restrictions are far more burdensome than the State’s framework. I respectfully urge the Planning
Commission to revise the cannabis event regulations as outlined below.

I. Temporary Cannabis Event Restrictions

The proposed County event regulations deviate from State law in several key respects and could
be broadened to comply more with common sense. Therefore, respectfully request the following
revisions:

Event Locations. The County limits events to private property in specified commercial and
industrial zones (C35, C36, C37, C38, C40, M50, M52, M54, M56, M58) and prohibits events at
cannabis facilities. Restrictions like these will undoubtedly create unnecessary barriers for this
industry. State law expressly allows events at county fair venues, district agricultural association
events, and any venue approved by a local jurisdiction.!

14 CCR § 15601(e)

1050 UNIVERSITY AVENUE E107-104 « SAN DIEGO ¢ CALIFORNIA « 92103
PHONE: 619.300.5568
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The State’s only venue prohibition as to where a Temporary Cannabis Event cannot be held at, is
a premises licensed for the sale of alcohol or tobacco—not cannabis facilities.” Hosting events at
cannabis facilities should be allowed. Cannabis facilities are already subject to rigorous regulatory
oversight and are well-suited to host such events.

Furthermore, the County should expand eligible locations to include agricultural zones (consistent
with the County’s agritourism policies and how wine and farm events are already treated), as well
as include County-owned properties such as fairgrounds and community venues, and licensed
cannabis facilities that are already subject to rigorous regulatory oversight.

Annual Event Cap. The proposed limit of six (6) events per lot, per year is arbitrary and conflicts
with the State’s framework. The DCC imposes no annual cap. Instead, the DCC provides the
following structure which demonstrates that the State affirmatively contemplates organizers
hosting far more than six events annually:

Planned Operations (Number of Fee per License
Operations)

0-5 events annually $3,000

6-10 events annually $5,000

11-20 events annually $9,000

Greater than 20 events annually $20,000

The County’s proposed cap penalizes organizers who have invested in higher-tier State licenses. |

urge the County to eliminate or substantially increase this proposed cap of six (6) events per lot,
3

per year.

Duration and Hours. The DCC allows Cannabis Events for up to four (4) consecutive operational
days with no distinction between event days and setup/breakdown days.* The County’s proposal
to limit operations to two of the four days effectively cuts the permitted event period in half.

Permitting Process. Requiring discretionary permits for each event creates unnecessary delays.
The State already requires applications 60 days in advance®, and the State’s comprehensive
regulations under §§ 15601-15603 address security, sales controls, consumption rules, waste
management, and enforcement. A ministerial Zoning Verification Permit for events meeting all
County requirements would be more efficient and consistent with the ministerial pathway already
proposed for retail, distribution, and small-scale cultivation. The County should adopt the State’s
full four-day operational window and consider expanding event hours of operation to be more in
line with that of a licensed retailer.

Informational Events and Non-Retail Participation. The County should expressly recognize
that informational or educational cannabis events with no sales and consumption do not require

24 CCR § 15601(f)
34 CCR § 15014(d)
44 CCR § 15601(c)
54 CCR § 15601(d)
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licensing, consistent with 4 CCR § 15604. The County should also ensure its regulations
accommodate non-retail licensee participation in events as authorized under 4 CCR § 15603.1.

III. Conclusion

I respectfully request that the Commission direct staff to: (1) expand eligible locations to include
agricultural zones, County-approved properties, and licensed cannabis facilities (2) eliminate or
substantially increase the six-event annual cap; (3) extend event duration and hours to match State
regulations; (4) adopt a ministerial permitting process for qualifying events; and (5) recognize
informational events consistent with State law.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,

/

Koty Ao

Law Office of Kelly M. Hayes, APC
Kelly M. Hayes, Esq.
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From: Arthur Rodriguez

To: LUEG, PDS.PlanningCommission

Subject: [External] Public Comment — SECP (Socially Equitable Cannabis Program) — April 10, 2026 — Opposition
(Fallbrook)

Date: Saturday, March 28, 2026 7:31:49 AM

Please include this email as a public comment for the April 10, 2026 Planning Commission
hearing (SECP).

Dear Planning Commission Members,

I am writing to express strong opposition to the proposed Socially Equitable Cannabis
Program (SECP), particularly as it applies to Fallbrook and other unincorporated rural
communities.

Fallbrook is predominantly zoned for Rural Residential (RR) and Agricultural (A70 and A72)
uses, with only limited commercial corridors. These zoning designations were established to
support low-density living, agricultural activity, and a quiet rural lifestyle—not high-traffic
retail, distribution, or consumption-based businesses.

The proposed SECP, especially under Program Option A, does not adequately account for
how these uses interact within Fallbrook’s unique land-use pattern.

First, the 600-foot buffer from sensitive uses is insufficient in a rural context. In Fallbrook,
homes, small farms, and informal community spaces are interspersed across large and
irregular parcels. Families with children are not limited to areas formally designated as
“sensitive uses.” As a result, a cannabis facility could be located in close proximity to
residential properties and family environments while still technically complying with state
minimum standards. This creates a gap between regulatory compliance and real-world
community impact.

Second, the introduction of cannabis retail, microbusinesses, and especially on-site
consumption lounges is incompatible with existing Rural Residential and Agricultural zoning
intent. These uses introduce increased traffic, longer dwell times, and commercial activity
levels that are more appropriate for urbanized areas—not rural communities with limited
infrastructure and enforcement capacity.

Third, there are legitimate concerns regarding property values. Fallbrook attracts residents
specifically seeking a rural, low-density environment. The placement of cannabis businesses
within or near these zones risks altering buyer perception, reducing desirability, and
undermining long-term property investment in the area.

Finally, this program establishes a precedent that will shape future land use decisions. Once
cannabis facilities are permitted within agricultural and rural residential zones, it becomes
significantly more difficult to limit expansion or prevent similar uses from being introduced.
This is not a temporary policy decision—it is a structural shift in how these zones are
interpreted and utilized.

I respectfully urge the Planning Commission to:
- Recognize the incompatibility of cannabis retail and consumption uses within RR, A70, and
AT72 zones
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- Reevaluate buffer requirements to reflect actual rural land-use patterns, not just state
minimums

- Consider excluding high-impact uses such as retail storefronts and consumption lounges
from rural communities like Fallbrook

- Evaluate the potential negative effects on property values and long-term community stability
- Avoid setting a precedent that fundamentally alters the intent of agricultural and rural
residential zoning

Fallbrook’s character is defined by its rural landscape, low-density development, and family-
oriented environment. Policy decisions of this magnitude should reflect and preserve those
qualities—not override them.

Respectfully,
Arthur Rodriguez
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Planning Commission Hearing
Meeting Time: 04-10-26 09:00

eComments Report
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Planning Commission Hearing 04-10-26 15 5 0 4 1
09:00

Sentiments for All Meetings

The following graphs display sentiments for comments that have location data. Only locations of users who have commented
will be shown.

Overall Sentiment
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Agenda Iltem: eComments for D. Public Communication: Opportunity for members of the public to speak to the Commission on
any subject matter within the Commission's jurisdiction, but not an item on today's Agenda.

Overall Sentiment

I Support (0%) [ Oppose (0%) M Neutral (100%)
I No Response (0%)

How Howard
Location: 93114, San diego
Submitted At: 3:00pm 03-30-26

How can people rename Ceaser Chavez Holiday, his name on public building (if any). He can't defend himself.
Are people taking the word of certain persons about his actions long ago.Think of the children involved his family
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Overall Sentiment

I Support (0%) Oppose (100%) M Neutral (0%)
No Response (0%)

J Taylor

Location: 92004, Borrego Springs

Submitted At: 8:02am 04-09-26

I'm against it for the following reasons: Cannabis dispensaries have to be well lit all night for security. Borrego
Springs is a dark sky community.

Cannabis dispensaries require 24 hour security because they attract thieves.

Cannabis is a gateway drug which leads to drug addiction.

Cannabis causes psychosis in young adults.

Driving while "high" on cannabis in Borrego Springs would be extremely dangerous. Banner Grade and
Montezuma road are curvy, narrow and steep. It is proven that cannabis users can't negotiate carved roads.
Cannabis cultivation requires water which is limited in Borrego Springs. Water in Borrego Springs is controlled by
statewide water adjudication.

Cannabis cultivation smells like dead skunks. Borrego Springs residents and wildlife would suffer from the well-
known stench.

Cannabis is an invasive species that could impact the fragile, sensitive wild flower blooms, native habitat.

State law requires cities to vote on Cannabis in their town.

Lynne Malinowski

Location: 92028, Fallbrook

Submitted At: 3:37pm 04-08-26

As a resident of the unincorporated area of the County, with our 500,000+ population whose planning and
sponsor groups oppose this program as approved by the BoS at their January meeting, | also am opposed. We
live and have agricultural businesses where the impacts of this program will be harshly felt. The problems cited in
other California jurisdictions will be replicated here. Despite being fairly warned, the 3 supervisors who do not
represent the vast unincorporated County made the decision to vote against our interests, and truthfully, that of
the County itself. Please reverse this path towards the least restrictive options for this program. Save the County
money it doesn't have, save our lifestyles and businesses.
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TheHonorableEve Nasby

Location: 91935, JAMUL

Submitted At: 9:58pm 04-07-26

My opposition to the SECP is based on documented environmental, public health, and safety concerns specific to
rural Jamul.We rely on private wells. Cannabis cultivation peaks in water demand when groundwater recharge is
lowest. The SECP's Environmental Impact Report includes no Jamul-specific hydrological analysis—a material
omission for a community dependent on a limited aquifer. A 2023 study of 6.9 million individuals found up to 30%
of schizophrenia cases among young men attributable to cannabis use. The SECP includes no analysis of rural
mental health capacity to absorb increased demand. Legalization has not eliminated illegal cultivation in rural Ca.
Our limited law enforcement leaves us vulnerable to water theft, unregulated pesticide use, and criminal activity.
Reject Program Option A. Require hydrological studies, expanded buffers, and prohibitions on outdoor cultivation,
consumption lounges, and assessments of enforcement and public health capacity before permit approval

Elenor Thompson
Location: 92024, Encinitas
Submitted At: 7:43am 04-04-26

Please do not allow the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program to advance. This problematic program has no place
in SD County's unincorporated areas; the residents and county Sponsor Groups have spoken out against it; and it
poses significant and unsurmountable public safety hazards for the public and our public safety officers (Sheriff,
fire, ambulances). In Borrego Springs, we have CA state water adjudication, so cannabis cultivation should be
banned, not allowed. There is not water for this!!! Plus, we are a remote, dark sky protected community. County
Supervisors should be focused on other forms of economic development for this small group of people they are
seeking to employ, and focus on reducing the size of government, not adding more ridiculous and destructive
programs of this kind. Do not support the EIR. P.S. Have Sabellico recuse himself for his puppetry supporting this,
made evident at his Oct. 17, 2025 appointment (Hour 1:30)
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FALLBROOK COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP
P. O. Box 1419
Fallbrook, CA 92088

Open Letter to the San Diego County Board of Supervisors

Terra Lawson- Remer District 3/Chair

Monica Montgomery Steppe- District 4/Vice Chair
Paloma Aguirre, District 1/Chair ProTem

Joel Anderson, District 2

Jim Desmond, District 5

March 16 2026

There are over 500,000 residents in the County’s unincorporated areas. County Planning Groups
are elected by those residents to represent them and advise the County on land use issues.
Sponsor Groups are appointed for the same purpose. So it was shocking when the will of these
residents was completely ignored at the January 14, 2026 meeting of the Board of Supervisors.

At this meeting the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program was presented to the Supervisors by
Staff for their direction on three options in the Draft Environmental Report (DEIR). There was
also a fourth option which was to discontinue the Program.

Planning and Sponsor Groups have consistently voiced opposition to this Program, which is
being forced on all of the unincorporated areas in the County of San Diego.

This program would give those who have convictions and were affected by the war on drugs
preferential treatment and grants to start cannabis businesses in the unincorporated areas. It would
allow outdoor cultivation, labs, dispensaries, consumption lounges, events and other cannabis
related businesses in the entire unincorporated San Diego County.

During lengthy public testimony, documented safety, health and environmental impacts were
presented based on CEQA and the County’s own DEIR. The purpose of CEQA is to prevent
significant, avoidable environmental damage by requiring changes in projects, either by the
adoption of alternatives or imposition of mitigation measures.

None the less, the majority of Supervisors not only directed Staff to develop the option that
according to their own Draft Environmental Impact Report would have the most environmental
impacts, but disregarded the overwhelming opposition to this Program from the residents who
will suffer the environmental and safety impacts that this Program will bring.

To be clear, the opposition is not about marijuana itself. It is not about using marijuana. This is
legal in the state of California. Most of the Planning Groups are not opposed to dispensaries.

This is about two separate issues. 1. Equity for those affected by the war on drugs and 2. Land use
and the negative environmental impacts on the residents who live in some of the most beautiful
land in our State. Land use and the negative impacts are our concerns.



Public Correspondence

The opposition is about the land use issues which would allow outdoor marijuana grows; large
commercial cultivation close to residential areas. The extremely harmful environmental impacts
have been documented in other regions which have legalized cannabis cultivation. It is also about
the potential rise in crime, health and safety issues that have also been well documented, as well
as the dangers that consumption lounges and events (impaired drivers) will bring to the rural and
semi rural towns.

Planning Groups supported a reasonable alternative that would only allow indoor cultivation to
help environmental and health concerns; greater buffers/setbacks with more sensitive locations
like parks, trails and churches. It would remove the consumption lounges and events which are
the most damaging to public safety (impaired drivers). Incredibly, the majority of Supervisors
completely ignored this alternative. This reasonable compromise would substantially lessen the
programs land use and safety impacts and would meet most of the basic program’s
objectives.

However, it appeared that the majority of Supervisors had already made their decision and their
only concern was for those affected by the war on drugs, not the residents who live in the areas
that will be affected.

Supervisors, there is still time to revise your direction and establish your goal of a Socially
Equitable Cannabis Program. We are not being unreasonable. We are simply asking for more
environmental and public health and safety guardrails to protect the half a million residents,
especially the most vulnerable children and seniors who live in the beautiful unincorporated San
Diego County.

Respectfully,
Fallbrook Community Planning Group

Fallbrookplanninggroup@gmail.com
www.fallbrookplanninggroup.org
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From: JIM MENDELSON

To: LUEG, PDS.PlanningCommission

Subject: [External] E-Comment for the April 10, 2026 SECP Agenda Item
Date: Monday, April 6, 2026 6:36:40 PM

Dear San Diego Community Planning Commission,

I am a resident of a SD County Unincorporated Area. I am aware you have been tasked by the
SD County BOS to provide a recommendation on the proposed SECP.

From the outset in 2021 I have been clearly opposed to this action which appears to be clearly
based on capital considerations:

1) Money from taxes and fees - which does not appear to be a profitable reality in other
jurisdictions/states where recreational marijuana use has been legalized; and

2) Political capital from using social equity (in place of meritocracy) for preferential treatment
in licensing of those who have been affected by the war on drugs - the criminalization of
marijuana. On close analysis, this goes well beyond individuals penalized for
infractions/misdemeanors for simple possession to also favor felons convicted of moral
turpitude crimes of marijuana sales, transportation, furnishing to minors, etc.. Do we really
want to license former state prisoners for these key positions of responsibility, or is this an
attempt to garner potential votes in place of common sense?

It appears that all are taking a blind eye to the clearly established evidence of the psychotic
impacts of cannabis usage; as well as ignoring the environmental and safety impacts that will
be fostered on our unincorporated communities. What other benefit to these 50,00 residents is
there other than those who elect to use marijuana products will have them more accessible
than their nearest In & Out?

I emphatically urge you to listen and not ignore the Community Planning Groups from each of
the affected unincorporated communities. In the strongest possible terms I ask you to
recommend the County BOS not certify the PEIR finding and adopt Alternative 1 (no project).

If you do not consider the welfare and best interests of the residents concerned, as described
by the local Community Planning Groups in lieu of the politics involved and take this course
of action, I ask that you recommend the adoption of Program Option C in lieu of Option A.

Thank you for allowing me to submit my input.

R/
Fallbrook Resident
PO Box 1030

Fallbrook 92088
949.210.9967
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From: Peaggy Brown

To: LUEG, PDS.PlanningCommission

Subject: [External] Cannabis in Unincorporated SD County
Date: Thursday, April 2, 2026 5:03:24 PM

San Diego County Planning Commission:

I live in Fallbrook, and have concerns about the broad range of cannabis operations you seem
poised to impose on us. I know that our Planning Group spent many many volunteer hours
trying to fine-tune a proposal which would accommodate the reality of voter-approved legal
cannabis while also protecting our environment, children, safety and peaceful enjoyment of
our homes.

Sadly, the fruits of their labor were tossed to the side as the Board of Supervisors majority
considered only their favored community: those previously convicted of drug use violations.

No one wants to deny former offenders a second chance. But we fear that the extensive
opportunities that cannabis might provide to those few will be environmentally damaging
through water quality and soil erosion and will pollute the air we breathe. Our unincorporated
areas do not have the resources to deal with increased crime which could result.

Another unintended result could easily be an attracting of farm labor away from food
production to this higher-priced product. Fresh local food will move further out of reach as

costs continue to escalate in San Diego County.

My request is that the work of the Planning Groups be taken seriously, actually read and
considered, for the sake of all of us living in the unincorporated areas.

Thank you,

Peggy M. Brown
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From: Lianne Lange

To: LUEG, PDS.PlanningCommission
Subject: Re: [External] Cannabis
Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 10:53:33 AM

On Tue, Apr 7, 2026 at 10:52 AM Lianne Lange <liannela23@gmail.com> wrote:
Thank you for response. I would love for you to pass on my views which is spelled out
below
Many thanks
Lianne Lange
To: Valley Center Board of Supervisors / Planning Group

From: Lianne Lange
Date: 7th April 2026
Subject: Strong Opposition to Proposed Cannabis Cultivation in Valley Center

Dear Members of the Board and Planning Group,

| am writing to express my vehement opposition to the establishment of cannabis
farming within the unincorporated community of Valley Center. As a resident who
moved here specifically for the rural lifestyle and peaceful atmosphere, | believe that
introducing industrial-scale cannabis cultivation is not "progress" for our society, but
rather a direct threat to the health, safety, and character of our town.

My opposition is based on several critical concerns that directly impact our quality of
life:

e Public Health and Air Quality:Cannabis cultivation is known to emit biogenic
volatile organic compounds (BVOCs) and strong odors that can significantly
degrade local air quality. For residents suffering from asthma and other respiratory
conditions, these emissions and potential airborne allergens like cannabis dust and
mold spores present a genuine health risk.

e Crime and Public Safety: The high value of cannabis crops makes these facilities
targets for criminal activity, including theft, burglary, and even violent crime. There is
significant concern that such operations will attract an element that is incompatible
with a family-oriented rural community, increasing the burden on our local law
enforcement.

e Impact on Property Values: While some studies suggest commercial land values
might rise for investors, the presence of large-scale grows can negatively impact
residential property values due to nuisances like odor, increased traffic, and
perceived safety risks. Many neighbors fear being "priced out" or seeing their most
significant investment devalued by industrial operations next door.

e Preserving our Rural Identity:People move to Valley Center to escape industrial
and urban congestion. Large-scale cultivation—often involving high-intensity
lighting, security fencing, and heavy water usage (up to 6 gallons per plant daily)—
destroys the "backcountry" feeling we have worked so hard to preserve.

The residents of Valley Center have repeatedly voiced their desire to keep our
community free of this industry. | urge you to listen to these voices and reject any
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proposals for cannabis farming that would compromise our environment and the
future of our families.

Sincerely

Lianne Lange

Contact: liannela23@gmail.com
Phone: 858-220-1735

On Tue, Apr 7, 2026 at 9:41 AM LUEG, PDS.PlanningCommission
<PDS.PlanningCommission@sdcounty.ca.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon,

Thank you for your comment. For ways to voice your opinion or participate in the
upcoming hearing for April 10th, please view the attached participation instructions! You
can also email your opinion/comments to this email, and I will forward them to staff and
the Commission on your behalf.

Georgina Gaines, Planning Commission Secretary
Planning & Development Services

O: (858)505-6445 |C: (619) 517-4193
SanDiegoCounty.gov | News Updates | Engage

From: Lianne Lange <liannela23@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2026 8:39 AM

To: LUEG, PDS.PlanningCommission <PDS.PlanningCommission@sdcounty.ca.gov>
Subject: [External] Cannabis

I want my vote to count AGAINST any cannabis farming in Valkey Center. How do I go
about making my vote count ?

Lianne Lange

Sent from my iPhone
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From: steve

To: LUEG, PDS.PlanningCommission
Cc: STEVE BROWN

Subject: [External] Cannabis Proposal
Date: Thursday, April 2, 2026 1:48:26 PM

My name is Stephen Brown. | am a resident of Fallbrook and | am an elected
member of the Fallbrook Community Planning Group. | am contacting you regarding
the cannabis program proposed for the unincorporated areas of San Diego.
Members of the Fallbrook Community Planning group spent months if not years
carefully reviewing the cannabis proposal directed by the BOS and carefully drafted
modifications to the proposal to protect public safety, be environmentally sound, and
minimize negative impact on the community. It appears that the BOS totally ignored
the constructive recommendations made by the group. The Fallbrook Planning Group
historically has tried to work with PDS and tyhe BOS to seek compromise rather than
categorically object to projects under consideration. We would ask the same of the
PDS and the BOS. | am personally very opposed to any accommodation for previous
violators the laws in place at the time. It is like someone getting absolved and
rewarded for having gotten a speeding ticket when the speed limits were educed to
55 mph because the law has changed and the speed limit is now 65mph. The fact is
that the law that existed was violated and people were punishe3d accordingly. |
respectfully request that you review the recommendations submitted by the Fallbrook
Community Planning Group and consider adopting them in recognition of the desires
of the affected communities and their voting constituents.

Stephen Brown


mailto:seb1944@aol.com
mailto:PDS.PlanningCommission@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:seb1944@aol.com
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Public Correspondence

Valley Center Community Planning Group

P.O. Box 127
Valley Center, CA 92082

March 23, 2026

To The San Diego County Board of Supervisors
Terra Lawson- Remer District 3/Chair

Monica Montgomery Steppe- District 4/Vice Chair
Paloma Aguirre, District 1/Chair ProTem

Joel Anderson, District 2

Jim Desmond, District 5

Dear San Diego County Board of Supervisors,

There are over 500,000 residents in the County’s unincorporated areas. County
Planning Groups are elected by those residents to represent them and advise the
County on land use issues. Sponsor Groups are appointed for the same purpose. So
it was shocking when the will of these residents was completely ignored at the
January 14, 2026 meeting of the Board of Supervisors.

At this meeting the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program was presented to the
Supervisors by Staff for their direction on three options in the Draft Environmental
Report (DEIR). There was also a fourth option which was to discontinue the Program.

Planning and Sponsor Groups have consistently voiced opposition to this Program,
which is being forced on all of the unincorporated areas in the County of San Diego.

This program would give those who have convictions and were affected by the war
on drugs preferential treatment and grants to start cannabis businesses in the
unincorporated areas. It would allow outdoor cultivation, labs, dispensaries,
consumption lounges, events and other cannabis related businesses in the entire
unincorporated San Diego County.

During lengthy public testimony, documented safety, health and environmental
impacts were presented based on CEQA and the County’s own DEIR. The purpose of
CEQA is to prevent significant, avoidable environmental damage by requiring
changes in projects, either by the adoption of alternatives or imposition of
mitigation measures.

None the less, the majority of Supervisors not only directed Staff to develop the
option that according to their own Environmental Impact Report would have the
most environmental impacts, but disregarded the overwhelming opposition to this
Program from the residents who will suffer the environmental and safety impacts
that this Program will bring.

Continued on page two
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Public Correspondence

Valley Center Community Planning Group

P.O. Box 127
Valley Center, CA 92082

March 23, 2026
Continued from page one:

To be clear, the opposition is not about marijuana itself. It is not about using
marijuana. This is legal in the state of California. Most of the Planning Groups are
not opposed to dispensaries.

This is about two separate issues. 1. Equity for those affected by the war on drugs
and 2. Land use and the negative environmental impacts on the residents who live in
some of the most beautiful land in our State.

The opposition is about the land use issues which would allow marijuana grows;
large commercial cultivation close to residential areas. The extremely harmful
environmental impacts have been documented in other regions which have
legalized cannabis cultivation. It is also about the potential rise in crime, health and
safety issues that have also been well documented, as well as the dangers that
consumption lounges and events (impaired drivers) will bring to the rural and semi
rural towns.

Planning Groups supported a reasonable alternative that would only allow indoor
cultivation to help environmental and health concerns; greater buffers/setbacks
with more sensitive locations like parks, trails and churches. It would remove the
consumption lounges and events which are the most damaging to public safety
(impaired drivers). Incredibly, the majority of Supervisors completely ignored this
alternative.

It appeared that these three Supervisors had already made their decision and their
only concern was for those affected by the war on drugs, not the residents who live
in the areas that will be affected.

Supervisors, there is still time to revise your direction and establish your goal of a
Socially Equitable Cannabis Program. We are not being unreasonable. We are simply
asking for more environmental and public health and safety guardrails to protect
the half a million residents, especially the most vulnerable children and seniors who
live in the beautiful unincorporated San Diego County.

Respectfully,

Dori Rattray - Chair
Valley Center Community Planning Group
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Planning Commission Hearing
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Time Items
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The following graphs display sentiments for comments that have location data. Only locations of users who have commented
will be shown.

Overall Sentiment
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N No Response (0%)




Planning Commission Hearing
04-10-26 09:00

Agenda Name Comments

D. Public Communication: Opportunity for members of the public to speak 1
to the Commission on any subject matter within the Commission's
jurisdiction, but not an item on today's Agenda.
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Impact Report; PDS2021-POD-21-001, PDS2022-ER-22-00-002;
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conformance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) — (D.
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The following graphs display sentiments for comments that have location data. Only locations of users who have commented

will be shown.
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I Support (38%) M Oppose (58%) M Neutral (2%)
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Agenda Iltem: eComments for D. Public Communication: Opportunity for members of the public to speak to the Commission on
any subject matter within the Commission's jurisdiction, but not an item on today's Agenda.

Overall Sentiment

I Support (0%) [ Oppose (0%) M Neutral (100%)
I No Response (0%)

How Howard
Location: 93114, San diego
Submitted At: 3:00pm 03-30-26

How can people rename Ceaser Chavez Holiday, his name on public building (if any). He can't defend himself.
Are people taking the word of certain persons about his actions long ago.Think of the children involved his family
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Overall Sentiment

I Support (39%) Oppose (60%) M Neutral (0%)
No Response (0%)

Leilani Francisco

Location: 91913, chula vista

Submitted At: 7:41am 04-10-26

My family and | have been lifetime residents of San Diego county and we are in favor SEC. | support the County’s
Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and request further revisions be made to the County’s Ordinance related to
Temporary Cannabis Events. Specifically, the Planning Commission should direct staff to:

(1) expand eligible locations to include agricultural zones, County properties, and licensed cannabis facilities;

(2) eliminate or substantially increase the six-event annual cap;

(3) extend event duration and hours to match State regulations;

(4) adopt a ministerial permitting process for qualifying events; and

(5) recognize informational events consistent with State law.

These revisions would strengthen the program, lower barriers to entry, and bring the County into alignment with
the State’s comprehensive regulatory framework. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Jael Francisco

Location: 91913, Chula Vista

Submitted At: 7:37am 04-10-26

My family and | have been lifetime residents of San Diego county and we are in favor SEC. | support the County’s
Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and request further revisions be made to the County’s Ordinance related to
Temporary Cannabis Events. Specifically, the Planning Commission should direct staff to:

(1) expand eligible locations to include agricultural zones, County properties, and licensed cannabis facilities;

(2) eliminate or substantially increase the six-event annual cap;

(3) extend event duration and hours to match State regulations;

(4) adopt a ministerial permitting process for qualifying events; and

(5) recognize informational events consistent with State law.

These revisions would strengthen the program, lower barriers to entry, and bring the County into alignment with
the State’s comprehensive regulatory framework. Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Location: 92028, Fallbrook

Submitted At: 7:15am 04-10-26

The existing 5 cannabis facilities are sufficient for the County. The unincorporated areas don't have infrastructure
or services for cannabis expansion. It will strain the rural areas. Impaired driving on winding roads - no ride share
services. Cultivation in rural neighborhoods will destroy the character and the smell alone will decrease property
values, really hurting the people who already live here. Other jurisdictions have been devastated by similar
programs. County needs to learn from others mistakes and SAY NO to harming our beautiful unincorporated area
and it's 500,000 residents

Jose Alvarez

Location: 92102, San Diego

Submitted At: 3:10am 04-10-26

| support the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program. | also request the Commission direct staff to revise the
Regulatory Code for Temporary Cannabis Events. Specifically, | ask the County to: (1) expand event locations to
include Agricultural Zones and other properties the County approves as permissible; (2) allow events at licensed
cannabis facilities, which are already subject to rigorous regulatory oversight and well-suited to host events; and
(3) expand the number of events allowed per calendar year and operational days per event to align with the
State's regulatory framework and support economic viability of cannabis events in San Diego County. These
revisions would strengthen the program, create greater opportunities for local businesses and communities, and
bring the County's regulations into closer alignment with the Department of Cannabis Control's framework.
Cannabis has been proven to be a net positive to health, that is fact. Thank you for your consideration.

Greg Doud

Location: 92028, Fallbrook

Submitted At: 11:24pm 04-09-26

The SECP process has been a disappointing endeavor for the unincorporated communities, who in good faith
and effort, have put forth countless and meaningful/fair suggestions and supporting data about the programs
definitions which have seem to been ignored in favor of the financial beneficiaries. Data from similar programs in
California that face significant financial, environmental and legal challenges failed to persuade our BOS. The
FEIR explicitly identifies Option 4 as the superior alternative. Yet, the BOS voted to advance Option A based on
policy objectives for social equity and market access. The BOS is sacrificing unincorporated residents quality of
life. How can any future effort put forth by the county that requests community input be taken seriously if our
voices are simply ignored. Do the right thing, and show that real considerations and evaluation of ALL feedback
is taken into consideration when you make your recommendation to the Board.

Theresa PolettoDerry

Location: 92028

Submitted At: 10:37pm 04-09-26

| am totally opposed to allowing cannabis growers in unincorporated areas of San Diego County. Don't ruin rural
communities with an industry that is incompatible with our cultural standards.

Sarah Anaraki

Location:
Submitted At: 10:10pm 04-09-26

| support the measure. It will help cannabis users, safe access instead of having to drive to other neighborhoods
it would also give tax money to the needed areas.

Barbara Gordon

Location:

Submitted At: 9:07pm 04-09-26

| am opposed to the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program. The impacts of more marijuana in the back country
will be significant.

Marijuana growers use pesticides and fertilizers that contaminate soil and drain water resources. Cultivation and
processing of marijuana generate significant order and waste. | urge you to listen to the planning groups and the
community who are not asking for nor do they want more marijuana businesses.
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Carol Shrider

Location: 92028, Fallbrook

Submitted At: 8:57pm 04-09-26

| oppose cannabis growers in the unincorporated area of San Diego County in and around Fallbrook. It would be
totally inconsistent with our rural & residential community.

Orolie Gubser
Location: 92028, Fallbrook
Submitted At: 8:40pm 04-09-26

| oppose the growing of cannibus in the rural area of Fallbrook

Kelly McCormick
Location:
Submitted At: 7:51pm 04-09-26

As a public health educator and youth mentor, | urge you to give weight to planning groups in the unincorporated
areas that have voted to oppose this measure. As representatives of their communities, their voices should
matter. Land use choices can have profound consequences on community safety, health, and culture.

Madison Rapp
Location:
Submitted At: 7:49pm 04-09-26

| am against the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program.

We have to look at the real-world outcomes. In states like Colorado, Oregon, and here in California, expanding
cannabis licensing has not eliminated illegal markets—it has often expanded them. That means more problems,
not fewer.

In unincorporated areas like Fallbrook, the impacts are especially concerning: strain on limited law enforcement
and emergency services, increased impaired driving on rural roads without rideshare options, and serious
environmental risks to groundwater and watersheds.

Our rural zoning and infrastructure were never designed to support this kind of industry, and the consequences
will not stay contained—they will affect neighboring communities as well.

| urge you to reject this and prioritize the long-term health, safety, and character of our communities.

Kathy Giovannetti

Location: 92028, Fallbrook

Submitted At: 7:47pm 04-09-26

This is a no-go for me and my friends and family. We need to be firm on what is right, not cave to the whims of
those who want choice, even when it's wrong. NO!

Young Milton
Location: 92028
Submitted At: 7:06pm 04-09-26

| oppose the SECP proposal and related amendments.

Evidence from other jurisdictions indicates cannabis expansion rarely eliminates illicit markets and instead often
heightens public safety risks, especially in rural settings with limited infrastructure. Impacts include greater road
dangers, strained emergency services, enforcement burdens, and localized nuisances/violence—without
proportional benefits in many cases.

Cheryl Hurley

Location: 92028, Fallbrook

Submitted At: 6:36pm 04-09-26

The existing 5 cannabis facilities are sufficient for the County. the unincorporated areas don’t have infrastructure
or services for cannabis expansion. It will strain the rural areas. Impaired driving on winding roads- no ride share
services. Cultivation in rural neighborhoods will destroy the character. Other jurisdictions have been devastated
by similar programs. County needs to learn from others mistakes and SAY NO to harming our beautiful
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Lori Hunt
Location: 92061, Pauma Valley
Submitted At: 6:20pm 04-09-26

Honorable Planning Commissioners:
| oppose the SECP proposal and related amendments.

I understand a cannabis project is being proposed in Valley Center, and these amendments could make that
possible. With my background in city management and community development, along with eight years
volunteering at a drug coalition and currently substitute teaching in local schools, | strongly believe this type of
project is not appropriate for our rural northern San Diego County communities.

While | recognize the need for county revenue, these amendments could open the door to projects that create
extenuating circumstances such as strain small water and sewer district systems, increase public safety needs
and concerns, and negatively impact precious public and essential services.

Rural families and children deserve thoughtful protection. PLEASE

Please vote no on the SECP amendments.

Hung Tran
Location:
Submitted At: 6:03pm 04-09-26

My family and | have been lifetime residents of San Diego county and we are in favor SEC. | support the County’s
Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and request further revisions be made to the County’s Ordinance related to
Temporary Cannabis Events. Specifically, the Planning Commission should direct staff to:

(1) expand eligible locations to include agricultural zones, County properties, and licensed cannabis facilities;

(2) eliminate or substantially increase the six-event annual cap;

(3) extend event duration and hours to match State regulations;

(4) adopt a ministerial permitting process for qualifying events; and

(5) recognize informational events consistent with State law.

These revisions would strengthen the program, lower barriers to entry, and bring the County into alignment with
the State’s comprehensive regulatory framework. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ann Riddle

Location: 92106, San Diego

Submitted At: 5:44pm 04-09-26

As a home owner in unincorporated SD County, | oppose County’s Saocially Equitable Cannabis Program. Our
Planning Groups do not want them. Only the out of town 'addiction for profit' pot businesses will benefit, the
young adults and families that live out here, will not . Pot products are primarily highly concentrated THC items
that created hallucinatory and intoxicated experiences. Why would we normalize that existence for our residents.
Why would we want to spend precious County funds on something else that is smoked or vaped or dabbed,
creating poor health outcomes. Is this County about good health or favoring and underwriting a business that
brings poor health outcomes.

Lori Francisco

Location: 92126, San Diego

Submitted At: 4:53pm 04-09-26

My family and | have been lifetime residents of San Diego county and we are in favor SEC. | support the County’s
Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and request further revisions be made to the County’s Ordinance related to
Temporary Cannabis Events. Specifically, the Planning Commission should direct staff to:

(1) expand eligible locations to include agricultural zones, County properties, and licensed cannabis facilities;

(2) eliminate or substantially increase the six-event annual cap;
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(4) adopt a ministerial permitting process for qualifying events; and

(5) recognize informational events consistent with State law.

These revisions would strengthen the program, lower barriers to entry, and bring the County into alignment with
the State’s comprehensive regulatory framework. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Melissa Caruso
Location: 92126, San Diego
Submitted At: 4:38pm 04-09-26

Use this

My family and | have been lifetime residents of San Diego county and we are in favor SEC. | support the County’s
Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and request further revisions be made to the County’s Ordinance related to
Temporary Cannabis Events. Specifically, the Planning Commission should direct staff to:

(1) expand eligible locations to include agricultural zones, County properties, and licensed cannabis facilities;

(2) eliminate or substantially increase the six-event annual cap;

(3) extend event duration and hours to match State regulations;

(4) adopt a ministerial permitting process for qualifying events; and

(5) recognize informational events consistent with State law.

These revisions would strengthen the program, lower barriers to entry, and bring the County into alignment with
the State’s comprehensive regulatory framework. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Chris Warner
Location: 92110
Submitted At: 4:28pm 04-09-26

| support the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and encourage the Planning Commission to support staff's
recommendations. | also request the Commission direct staff to revise the Regulatory Code for Temporary
Cannabis Events. Specifically, | ask the County to: (1) expand event locations to include Agricultural Zones and
other properties the County approves as permissible; (2) allow events at licensed cannabis facilities, which are
already subject to rigorous regulatory oversight and well-suited to host events; and (3) expand the number of
events allowed per calendar year and operational days per event to align with the State's regulatory framework
and support economic viability of cannabis events in San Diego County. These revisions would strengthen the
program, create greater opportunities for local businesses and communities, and bring the County's regulations
into closer alignment with the Department of Cannabis Control's framework. Thank you for your consideration.

kathie morris
Location:
Submitted At: 4:14pm 04-09-26

We are in opposition of the SECP. To many unknown, understudied variables for small unincorporated areas to
handle. Such as : Crime, lights, smell, water use, noise, emergency personal in the event of an emergency, extra
cars/trucks on our roads, etc. Please take into consideration your local elected officials who have done extensive
research and agree that this will not be feasible for our town. At the very minimum halt this from moving forward
until further studies can be done.

Trevor L

Location: 92114, San Diego

Submitted At: 3:53pm 04-09-26

The proposed Socially Equitable Cannabis Program is a smart and balanced step forward for San Diego County,
especially with the level of review required under the California Environmental Quality Act. It creates a clear,
regulated path for cannabis businesses, which helps reduce illegal operations that often cause more
environmental damage and operate without oversight. At the same time, it puts real protections in place for things
like water use, air quality, and neighborhood safety. What makes this program especially important is its focus on
social equity—giving people who were disproportionately affected by past cannabis laws a fair chance to
participate in the legal market. Overall, it's a practical approach that supports local economic growth while still
taking environmental and community concerns seriously.
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Location: 92028, Fallbrook

Submitted At: 3:47pm 04-09-26

Halt advancement of the SECP in its current form. The County’s recent direction disregards over five years of
thorough research and public input from Community Sponsor Planning Groups, undermining the integrity of the
public process. Evidence from other jurisdictions shows cannabis expansion often fails to eliminate illicit markets
and instead brings increased environmental harm, public safety risks, and strain on already limited rural
infrastructure, EMS, law enforcement and Code Compliance. In unincorporated areas, these impacts—including
odor, noise nuisances, pollution, threats to groundwater, increased impaired driving on rural roads, and
incompatibility with A70 and A72 zoning—would irreversibly damage community character, economy and
resources. At minimum, this program should be PAUSED to allow for a transparent, data-driven reassessment
that meaningfully incorporates community input before moving forward.

Katie Poponyak

Location: 92024, Encintas

Submitted At: 3:07pm 04-09-26

I have worked in the far reaches of the unincorporated parts of San Diego County visiting group homes and foster
youth. The residents of all of those communities Planning Groups have told the Supervisors they do not want
marijuana businesses or farms. They don’t want the smell, the crime , water hoarded or the intoxicated drivers
on their narrow twisty roads. The only folks pushing this are trying to make a quick buck and taking advantage of
a community that they do not live in.

Joshua Caruso

Location: 92126, San Diego

Submitted At: 2:56pm 04-09-26

| support the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and encourage the Planning Commission to support staff's
recommendations. | also request the Commission direct staff to revise the Regulatory Code for Temporary
Cannabis Events. Specifically, | ask the County to: (1) expand event locations to include Agricultural Zones and
other properties the County approves as permissible; (2) allow events at licensed cannabis facilities, which are
already subject to rigorous regulatory oversight and well-suited to host events; and (3) expand the number of
events allowed per calendar year and operational days per event to align with the State's regulatory framework
and support economic viability of cannabis events in San Diego County. These revisions would strengthen the
program, create greater opportunities for local businesses and communities, and bring the County's regulations
into closer alignment with the Department of Cannabis Control's framework. Thank you for your consideration.

Gregory Goodwin

Location:

Submitted At: 2:15pm 04-09-26

My family and | have been lifetime residents of San Diego county and we are in favor SEC. | support the County’s
Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and request further revisions be made to the County’s Ordinance related to
Temporary Cannabis Events. Specifically, the Planning Commission should direct staff to:

(1) expand eligible locations to include agricultural zones, County properties, and licensed cannabis facilities;

(2) eliminate or substantially increase the six-event annual cap;

(3) extend event duration and hours to match State regulations;

(4) adopt a ministerial permitting process for qualifying events; and

(5) recognize informational events consistent with State law.

These revisions would strengthen the program, lower barriers to entry, and bring the County into alignment with
the State’s comprehensive regulatory framework. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Barry Herzberg

Location: 92116, San Diego

Submitted At: 1:22pm 04-09-26

| support the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and encourage the Planning Commission to support staff's
recommendations. | also request the Commission direct staff to revise the Regulatory Code for Temporary
Cannabis Events. Specifically, | ask the County to: (1) expand event locations to include Agricultural Zones and
other properties the County approves as permissible; (2) allow events at licensed cannabis facilities, which are
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already subject to rigorous regulatory oversight and well-suited to host events; and (3) expand the number of
events allowed per calendar year and operational days per event to align with the State's regulatory framework
and support economic viability of cannabis events in San Diego County. These revisions would strengthen the
program, create greater opportunities for local businesses and communities, and bring the County's regulations
into closer alignment with the Department of Cannabis Control's framework. Thank you for your consideration.

Kelly Hayes

Location: 92103, San Diego

Submitted At: 12:50pm 04-09-26

As a licensed attorney, I've worked with many cannabis businesses throughout California but specifically within
the San Diego Region. | support the County’s Socially Equitable Cannabis Program and request further revisions
be made to the County’s Ordinance related to Temporary Cannabis Events. Specifically, the Planning
Commission should direct staff to:

(1) expand eligible locations to include agricultural zones, County properties, and licensed cannabis facilities;
(2) eliminate or substantially increase the six-event annual cap;

(3) extend event duration and hours to match State regulations;

(4) adopt a ministerial permitting process for qualifying events; and

(5) recognize informational events consistent with State law.

These revisions would strengthen the program, lower barriers to entry, and bring the County into alignment with
the State’s comprehensive regulatory framework. Thank you for your time and consideration.

J Taylor

Location: 92004, Borrego Springs

Submitted At: 8:02am 04-09-26

I'm against it for the following reasons: Cannabis dispensaries have to be well lit all night for security. Borrego
Springs is a dark sky community.

Cannabis dispensaries require 24 hour security because they attract thieves.

Cannabis is a gateway drug which leads to drug addiction.

Cannabis causes psychosis in young adults.

Driving while "high" on cannabis in Borrego Springs would be extremely dangerous. Banner Grade and
Montezuma road are curvy, narrow and steep. It is proven that cannabis users can't negotiate carved roads.
Cannabis cultivation requires water which is limited in Borrego Springs. Water in Borrego Springs is controlled by
statewide water adjudication.

Cannabis cultivation smells like dead skunks. Borrego Springs residents and wildlife would suffer from the well-
known stench.

Cannabis is an invasive species that could impact the fragile, sensitive wild flower blooms, native habitat.

State law requires cities to vote on Cannabis in their town.

Lynne Malinowski
Location: 92028, Fallbrook
Submitted At: 3:37pm 04-08-26

As a resident of the unincorporated area of the County, with our 500,000+ population whose planning and
sponsor groups oppose this program as approved by the BoS at their January meeting, | also am opposed. We
live and have agricultural businesses where the impacts of this program will be harshly felt. The problems cited in
other California jurisdictions will be replicated here. Despite being fairly warned, the 3 supervisors who do not
represent the vast unincorporated County made the decision to vote against our interests, and truthfully, that of
the County itself. Please reverse this path towards the least restrictive options for this program. Save the County
money it doesn't have, save our lifestyles and businesses.

TheHonorableEve Nasby
Location: 91935, JAMUL
Submitted At: 9:58pm 04-07-26

My opposition to the SECP is based on documented environmental, public health, and safety concerns specific to
rural Jamul.We rely on private wells. Cannabis cultivation peaks in water demand when groundwater recharge is
lowest. The SECP's Environmental Impact Report includes no Jamul-specific hydrological analysis—a material
omission for a community dependent on a limited aquifer. A 2023 study of 6.9 million individuals found up to 30%



Public Correspondence

of schizophrenia cases among young men attributable to cannabis use. The SECP includes no analysis of rural
mental health capacity to absorb increased demand. Legalization has not eliminated illegal cultivation in rural Ca.
Our limited law enforcement leaves us vulnerable to water theft, unregulated pesticide use, and criminal activity.
Reject Program Option A. Require hydrological studies, expanded buffers, and prohibitions on outdoor cultivation,
consumption lounges, and assessments of enforcement and public health capacity before permit approval

Elenor Thompson

Location: 92024, Encinitas
Submitted At: 7:43am 04-04-26

Please do not allow the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program to advance. This problematic program has no place
in SD County's unincorporated areas; the residents and county Sponsor Groups have spoken out against it; and it
poses significant and unsurmountable public safety hazards for the public and our public safety officers (Sheriff,
fire, ambulances). In Borrego Springs, we have CA state water adjudication, so cannabis cultivation should be
banned, not allowed. There is not water for this!!! Plus, we are a remote, dark sky protected community. County
Supervisors should be focused on other forms of economic development for this small group of people they are
seeking to employ, and focus on reducing the size of government, not adding more ridiculous and destructive
programs of this kind. Do not support the EIR. P.S. Have Sabellico recuse himself for his puppetry supporting this,
made evident at his Oct. 17, 2025 appointment (Hour 1:30)
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	A discretionary permit application has been submitted proposing to split current lot into 2 parcels. The parcel is located at 13845 Woods Valley and the intent is to build a single-family home on the proposed parcel B. PDS2025-TPM-21490 Tom Stinson (VOTE)
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	On January 14, 2026, the Board of Supervisors will hear an update from the County Staff regarding the Socially Equitable Cannabis Ordinance.  There are three suggested land use program options.  ALL COMMUNITY MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SPEAK UP.
	E. Action Items:   (VCCPG advisory vote may be taken on the following items) The agenda is available to members prior to regular meetings through advanced publication in the Valley RoadRunner, email distribution and public review at the Valley Center Community Hall.

	Verizon is proposing a Major Use Permit within the Yuima Water District in Pauma Valley, near Harrah’s Casino, to build a stealth monopine which is 50 feet tall vs the zoning restriction of 35 feet.  Delores Chavez Harmes
	Project Summary Reports, a current list of all projects proposed for Valley Center,  Dori Rattray, Chair
	Nominations & Board: Acknowledgements & Election of Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Subcommittee and Additional Report leaders. Delores Chavez Harmes
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	Valley Center Community Planning Group  Regular Meeting - Final Agenda April 13, 2026, 7:00 p.m.  Valley Center Community Hall - Virtual Access Listed Below 28246 Lilac Road - Valley Center, CA  92082
	A
	A
	Dori Rattray, Planning Group Chair will share a new letter regarding the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program, response to the January 14th meeting. (VOTE)
	Oak Tree Removal, 30046, 32135 & 32137 Lilac Rd, Nicole Worley, County of San Diego, Dept. of  Public Works. (VOTE)
	Project Summary Reports, a current list of all projects proposed for Valley Center,  Dori Rattray, Chair
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	H. Correspondence:
	Rattlesnake Awareness
	J. Zoom Information:   Meeting ID: 864 190 6365  Passcode: 347629

	Valley Center Community Planning Group P.O. Box 127  Valley Center, CA  92082
	October 6, 2025
	Greetings Valley Center,
	I recently received word from County Employee James Watkins at the Valley Center Street Repair that Lake Wohlford Road will be closed by Escondido in both directions from the southern end of Lake Wohlford (possibly Lake Wohlford Court) to just south of Oakvale Road near the Dam. The closure will take place weekdays from 9am to 4pm October 6-20, 2025. Repairs will include patching, resurfacing, and fencing.
	The County of San Diego is scheduled to repair their sections of Lake Wohlford Road at the beginning of Spring 2026 and it should take 14 to 15 months.
	Please share and plan accordingly.
	Chris Barber Valley Center Community Planning Group Mobility Subcommittee Chair Chris.barber1959@gmail.com

	Valley Center Community Planning Group P.O. Box 127  Valley Center, CA  92082
	October 8, 2025 To: The San Diego County Planning Commission
	Dear Commissioners, On behalf of the Valley Center Community Planning Group, I am writing to officially submit our decision regarding the Draft Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Zoning Ordinance Amendment.
	Following a detailed review and comprehensive discussion, the Planning Group voted 12 to 1 in favor of opting out of the Draft ADU Zoning Ordinance Amendment. Our decision was driven by a range of significant concerns raised by the group, specifically related to the potential local impacts of the Amendment. Key concerns that informed our vote include:
	Increased Density and Infrastructure Strain: A primary concern is the potential for increased residential density, particularly in already developed areas like the Park Circle community. This increased volume of units is anticipated to strain critical local resources and infrastructure, including water resources, waste management, educational capacity, and emergency response capabilities.
	Mandatory Development Concerns: There is apprehension that the ordinance may eventually lead to requirements for large landowners to develop ADUs on their properties to meet State housing mandates, potentially coupled with penalties for non-compliance.
	Impact on Property Value and Assessment: Concerns were voiced regarding the potential for an existing property to be reassessed at current market rates upon the construction or sale of an ADU.
	Homeowners Association (HOA) Regulations: Clarification was sought regarding the rights of existing HOAs. While an HOA cannot deny a homeowner the ability to build an ADU, there is a concern that it can deny the subsequent sale of the ADU as a separate unit.
	Setback and Development Requirements: Concerns exist regarding potential new setback requirements for ADUs built adjacent to existing properties.
	Affordability: While recognizing the need for more creative solutions to homeownership affordability for younger Californians and families, the group is concerned that this specific ordinance, without addressing the underlying infrastructure concerns, may not be the most effective solution for Valley Center.
	Requirements for Sale: There is a concern that a property owner may be subject to additional requirements before being legally permitted to sell an ADU.
	We appreciate the opportunity to provide our formal position and the rationale behind it. We believe these concerns must be addressed before the Amendment is enacted in our community.
	Best regards, Dori Rattray - Chair  Valley Center Community Planning Group

	Valley Center Community Planning Group P.O. Box 127  Valley Center, CA  92082
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	March 11, 2026
	The Honorable Alex Padilla United States Senate Washington, DC 20510
	RE: Letter of Support for the North San Diego Agricultural Districts Water Resiliency and Fire Protection Project
	Dear  Senator Padilla:
	I am writing to express my strong support the Fiscal Year 2027 funding request for the North San Diego Agricultural Districts Water Resiliency and Fire Protection Project, a coordinated effort led by Rainbow Municipal Water District in partnership with Fallbrook Public Utility District, Valley Center Municipal Water District, and Yuima Municipal Water District.
	This project will replace high-risk, aging potable water distribution pipelines serving approximately 90,000 residents, agricultural operations, Tribal lands, disadvantaged communities, and critical federal facilities in rural North San Diego County. Much of this infrastructure was installed in the 1960s and 1970s and, in some cases, is the sole connection to safe, potable water. This infrastructure has exceeded its useful life, resulting in increasing main breaks, water loss, and reduced fire-flow capacity in designated high-fire-risk areas.
	Federal investment in this initiative will significantly improve public health protection, reduce water loss, enhance wildfire resilience, and stabilize costs for disadvantaged and agricultural ratepayers who already face some of the highest imported water rates in the state. By improving system efficiency and reducing water loss, this project also helps lessen demand pressures on the already strained Colorado River and Bay-Delta systems, which remain critical but increasingly unreliable sources of imported water for Southern California. Strengthening local distribution reliability ensures that imported supplies are used as efficiently as possible, supporting statewide water sustainability goals.
	This regional effort advances safe drinking water access for Tribal communities and rural disadvantaged neighborhoods that have historically faced underinvestment in water infrastructure. By coordinating across four districts, the project maximizes economies of scale, ensures efficient deployment of federal funds, and accelerates critical infrastructure upgrades across interconnected service areas.
	This initiative represents prudent, forward-looking investment in drinking water reliability, environmental stewardship, wildfire preparedness, and economic stability for rural Southern California.
	Thank you for considering this essential funding request, which will provide significant benefits to regional water infrastructure and contribute to the development of the region.
	Sincerely,
	Best regards, Dori Rattray - Chair  Valley Center Community Planning Group

	Valley Center Community Planning Group P.O. Box 127  Valley Center, CA  92082
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	March 11, 2026
	The Honorable Adam Schiff  United States Senate Washington, DC 20510
	RE: Letter of Support for the North San Diego Agricultural Districts Water Resiliency and Fire Protection Project
	Dear  Senator Schiff:
	I am writing to express my strong support the Fiscal Year 2027 funding request for the North San Diego Agricultural Districts Water Resiliency and Fire Protection Project, a coordinated effort led by Rainbow Municipal Water District in partnership with Fallbrook Public Utility District, Valley Center Municipal Water District, and Yuima Municipal Water District.
	This project will replace high-risk, aging potable water distribution pipelines serving approximately 90,000 residents, agricultural operations, Tribal lands, disadvantaged communities, and critical federal facilities in rural North San Diego County. Much of this infrastructure was installed in the 1960s and 1970s and, in some cases, is the sole connection to safe, potable water. This infrastructure has exceeded its useful life, resulting in increasing main breaks, water loss, and reduced fire-flow capacity in designated high-fire-risk areas.
	Federal investment in this initiative will significantly improve public health protection, reduce water loss, enhance wildfire resilience, and stabilize costs for disadvantaged and agricultural ratepayers who already face some of the highest imported water rates in the state. By improving system efficiency and reducing water loss, this project also helps lessen demand pressures on the already strained Colorado River and Bay-Delta systems, which remain critical but increasingly unreliable sources of imported water for Southern California. Strengthening local distribution reliability ensures that imported supplies are used as efficiently as possible, supporting statewide water sustainability goals.
	This regional effort advances safe drinking water access for Tribal communities and rural disadvantaged neighborhoods that have historically faced underinvestment in water infrastructure. By coordinating across four districts, the project maximizes economies of scale, ensures efficient deployment of federal funds, and accelerates critical infrastructure upgrades across interconnected service areas.
	This initiative represents prudent, forward-looking investment in drinking water reliability, environmental stewardship, wildfire preparedness, and economic stability for rural Southern California.
	Thank you for considering this essential funding request, which will provide significant benefits to regional water infrastructure and contribute to the development of the region.
	Sincerely,
	Best regards, Dori Rattray - Chair  Valley Center Community Planning Group
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	March 11, 2026
	The Honorable Darrell Issa  U.S. House of Representatives Washington, DC 20515
	RE: Letter of Support for the North San Diego Agricultural Districts Water Resiliency and Fire Protection Project
	Dear Congressman Issa:
	I am writing to express my strong support the Fiscal Year 2027 funding request for the North San Diego Agricultural Districts Water Resiliency and Fire Protection Project, a coordinated effort led by Rainbow Municipal Water District in partnership with Fallbrook Public Utility District, Valley Center Municipal Water District, and Yuima Municipal Water District.
	This project will replace high-risk, aging potable water distribution pipelines serving approximately 90,000 residents, agricultural operations, Tribal lands, disadvantaged communities, and critical federal facilities in rural North San Diego County. Much of this infrastructure was installed in the 1960s and 1970s and, in some cases, is the sole connection to safe, potable water. This infrastructure has exceeded its useful life, resulting in increasing main breaks, water loss, and reduced fire-flow capacity in designated high-fire-risk areas.
	Federal investment in this initiative will significantly improve public health protection, reduce water loss, enhance wildfire resilience, and stabilize costs for disadvantaged and agricultural ratepayers who already face some of the highest imported water rates in the state. By improving system efficiency and reducing water loss, this project also helps lessen demand pressures on the already strained Colorado River and Bay-Delta systems, which remain critical but increasingly unreliable sources of imported water for Southern California. Strengthening local distribution reliability ensures that imported supplies are used as efficiently as possible, supporting statewide water sustainability goals.
	This regional effort advances safe drinking water access for Tribal communities and rural disadvantaged neighborhoods that have historically faced underinvestment in water infrastructure. By coordinating across four districts, the project maximizes economies of scale, ensures efficient deployment of federal funds, and accelerates critical infrastructure upgrades across interconnected service areas.
	This initiative represents prudent, forward-looking investment in drinking water reliability, environmental stewardship, wildfire preparedness, and economic stability for rural Southern California.
	Thank you for considering this essential funding request, which will provide significant benefits to regional water infrastructure and contribute to the development of the region.
	Sincerely,
	Best regards, Dori Rattray - Chair  Valley Center Community Planning Group
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	March 11, 2026
	The Honorable Darrell Issa  U.S. House of Representatives Washington, DC 20515
	RE: Letter of Support for the North San Diego Regional Wastewater Reliability and Groundwater Replenishment Project
	Dear Congressman Issa:
	I am writing to express my strong support for the Fiscal Year 2027 funding request for the North San Diego Regional Wastewater Reliability and Groundwater Replenishment Project, led by Valley Center Municipal Water District in partnership with Fallbrook Public Utility District and Rainbow Municipal Water District.
	This project includes the rehabilitation and relining of aging gravity sewer mains, critical upgrades to sewer lift stations, and improvements to the Lower Moosa Canyon Water Reclamation Facility. Much of this infrastructure has been in service for decades and is essential to safely conveying and treating wastewater for rural North San Diego County communities.
	Federal investment in this initiative will ensure reliable wastewater conveyance and treatment, significantly reducing the risk of system failures, sewer overflows, and associated environmental impacts. By proactively rehabilitating and upgrading this infrastructure, the partner agencies will protect local waterways, preserve public health, and enhance operational resilience across interconnected service areas.
	The project also strengthens regional resilience to climate change impacts, including more frequent atmospheric rivers and increased storm intensity. Aging sewer systems are particularly vulnerable to inflow and infiltration during heavy rainfall events, which can overwhelm lift stations and treatment facilities. By modernizing collection infrastructure and upgrading treatment capacity, this project reduces the risk of storm-related system surcharging, sanitary sewer overflows, and downstream water quality impacts during extreme weather events.
	Importantly, upgrades to the Lower Moosa Canyon Water Reclamation Facility will enhance the region’s ability to recycle water and replenish groundwater supplies within the San Luis Rey Groundwater Basin. This replenishment supports downstream potable reuse efforts, improves drought resilience, and contributes to long-term water sustainability in a region that remains heavily reliant on imported supplies.
	This regional collaboration represents a prudent investment in environmental protection, climate resilience, water recycling, and infrastructure reliability. It will deliver measurable benefits to the region’s communities, natural resources, and long-term water supply security.
	Thank you for your consideration of this important funding request.
	Sincerely,
	Best regards, Dori Rattray - Chair  Valley Center Community Planning Group
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	March 11, 2026
	The Honorable Alex Padilla United States Senate Washington, DC 20510
	RE: Letter of Support for the North San Diego Regional Wastewater Reliability and Groundwater Replenishment Project
	Dear Senator Padilla:
	I am writing to express my strong support for the Fiscal Year 2027 funding request for the North San Diego Regional Wastewater Reliability and Groundwater Replenishment Project, led by Valley Center Municipal Water District in partnership with Fallbrook Public Utility District and Rainbow Municipal Water District.
	This project includes the rehabilitation and relining of aging gravity sewer mains, critical upgrades to sewer lift stations, and improvements to the Lower Moosa Canyon Water Reclamation Facility. Much of this infrastructure has been in service for decades and is essential to safely conveying and treating wastewater for rural North San Diego County communities.
	Federal investment in this initiative will ensure reliable wastewater conveyance and treatment, significantly reducing the risk of system failures, sewer overflows, and associated environmental impacts. By proactively rehabilitating and upgrading this infrastructure, the partner agencies will protect local waterways, preserve public health, and enhance operational resilience across interconnected service areas.
	The project also strengthens regional resilience to climate change impacts, including more frequent atmospheric rivers and increased storm intensity. Aging sewer systems are particularly vulnerable to inflow and infiltration during heavy rainfall events, which can overwhelm lift stations and treatment facilities. By modernizing collection infrastructure and upgrading treatment capacity, this project reduces the risk of storm-related system surcharging, sanitary sewer overflows, and downstream water quality impacts during extreme weather events.
	Importantly, upgrades to the Lower Moosa Canyon Water Reclamation Facility will enhance the region’s ability to recycle water and replenish groundwater supplies within the San Luis Rey Groundwater Basin. This replenishment supports downstream potable reuse efforts, improves drought resilience, and contributes to long-term water sustainability in a region that remains heavily reliant on imported supplies.
	This regional collaboration represents a prudent investment in environmental protection, climate resilience, water recycling, and infrastructure reliability. It will deliver measurable benefits to the region’s communities, natural resources, and long-term water supply security.
	Thank you for your consideration of this important funding request.
	Sincerely,
	Best regards, Dori Rattray - Chair  Valley Center Community Planning Group
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	March 11, 2026
	The Honorable Adam Schiff  United States Senate Washington, DC 20510
	RE: Letter of Support for the North San Diego Regional Wastewater Reliability and Groundwater Replenishment Project
	Dear Senator Schiff:
	I am writing to express my strong support for the Fiscal Year 2027 funding request for the North San Diego Regional Wastewater Reliability and Groundwater Replenishment Project, led by Valley Center Municipal Water District in partnership with Fallbrook Public Utility District and Rainbow Municipal Water District.
	This project includes the rehabilitation and relining of aging gravity sewer mains, critical upgrades to sewer lift stations, and improvements to the Lower Moosa Canyon Water Reclamation Facility. Much of this infrastructure has been in service for decades and is essential to safely conveying and treating wastewater for rural North San Diego County communities.
	Federal investment in this initiative will ensure reliable wastewater conveyance and treatment, significantly reducing the risk of system failures, sewer overflows, and associated environmental impacts. By proactively rehabilitating and upgrading this infrastructure, the partner agencies will protect local waterways, preserve public health, and enhance operational resilience across interconnected service areas.
	The project also strengthens regional resilience to climate change impacts, including more frequent atmospheric rivers and increased storm intensity. Aging sewer systems are particularly vulnerable to inflow and infiltration during heavy rainfall events, which can overwhelm lift stations and treatment facilities. By modernizing collection infrastructure and upgrading treatment capacity, this project reduces the risk of storm-related system surcharging, sanitary sewer overflows, and downstream water quality impacts during extreme weather events.
	Importantly, upgrades to the Lower Moosa Canyon Water Reclamation Facility will enhance the region’s ability to recycle water and replenish groundwater supplies within the San Luis Rey Groundwater Basin. This replenishment supports downstream potable reuse efforts, improves drought resilience, and contributes to long-term water sustainability in a region that remains heavily reliant on imported supplies.
	This regional collaboration represents a prudent investment in environmental protection, climate resilience, water recycling, and infrastructure reliability. It will deliver measurable benefits to the region’s communities, natural resources, and long-term water supply security.
	Thank you for your consideration of this important funding request.
	Sincerely,
	Best regards, Dori Rattray - Chair  Valley Center Community Planning Group

	Valley Center Community Planning Group P.O. Box 127  Valley Center, CA  92082
	October 13, 2025
	To: The San Diego County Planning Commission
	Dear Planning Commissioner,
	This letter serves to formally reiterate the Valley Center Community Planning Group's definitive advisory vote of 11:1 AGAINST the proposed Socially Equitable Cannabis Ordinance during our meeting on March 26, 2025.
	While we acknowledge the spirit of promoting social equity, the near-unanimous opposition is based on deep-seated and specific community concerns regarding land use, public health, and environmental risk that the current ordinance draft has failed to adequately mitigate, particularly in the Valley Center Community. This strong opposition is further validated by Supervisor Desmond's recorded vote against this ordinance.
	Comprehensive Rationale for Near-Unanimous Opposition
	The substantial opposition from the Planning Group reflects a deep consensus that the proposed ordinance creates unacceptable risks across multiple categories critical to the integrity and character of our community.
	1. Environmental, Water, and Biodiversity Concerns Our most significant objections center on the severe environmental impact within a region that is considered the most biodiverse in the continental United States (San Diego County):
	Water Depletion and Contamination: The immense water demand, estimated at 6 gallons of water per day for each cannabis plant, presents a severe threat. This large volume of water required will deplete well water resources for entire neighborhoods that rely on them and could also contaminate local water supplies in our resource-constrained areas. We note that water depletion is already occurring in other areas with large cannabis operations.
	Harm to Wildlife and Ecosystems: Cannabis cultivation is demonstrably harmful and toxic to wildlife and all animals. Specific concerns were raised that bees will pollinate cannabis, potentially impacting the biodiversity of this region.
	Odor and Nuisance: The bad odor of cannabis operations is a significant quality-of-life concern for adjacent residential properties.
	2. Public Safety, Crime, and Enforcement Capacity The group is highly concerned about the negative societal impacts and lack of local enforcement capability:
	Increase in Crime: Concerns were widely shared regarding a potential increase in crime in Valley Center if this program is implemented, reflecting reports that crime has increased in communities with large cannabis farms across the region. We are also troubled by reports of cartels establishing cannabis farms in Riverside County.
	Continued on page two


	Valley Center Community Planning Group P.O. Box 127  Valley Center, CA  92082
	March 23, 2026
	To The San Diego County Board of Supervisors Terra Lawson- Remer District 3/Chair Monica Montgomery Steppe- District 4/Vice Chair  Paloma Aguirre, District 1/Chair ProTem  Joel Anderson, District 2 Jim Desmond, District 5
	Dear San Diego County Board of Supervisors,
	There are over 500,000 residents in the County’s unincorporated areas. County Planning Groups are elected by those residents to represent them and advise the County on land use issues. Sponsor Groups are appointed for the same purpose. So it was shocking when the will of these residents was completely ignored at the January 14, 2026 meeting of the Board of Supervisors.
	At this meeting the Socially Equitable Cannabis Program was presented to the Supervisors by Staff for their direction on three options in the Draft Environmental Report (DEIR). There was also a fourth option which was to discontinue the Program.
	Planning and Sponsor Groups have consistently voiced opposition to this Program, which is being forced on all of the unincorporated areas in the County of San Diego.
	This program would give those who have convictions and were affected by the war on drugs preferential treatment and grants to start cannabis businesses in the unincorporated areas. It would allow outdoor cultivation, labs, dispensaries, consumption lounges, events and other cannabis related businesses in the entire unincorporated San Diego County.
	During lengthy public testimony, documented safety, health and environmental impacts were presented based on CEQA and the County’s own DEIR. The purpose of CEQA is to prevent significant, avoidable environmental damage by requiring changes in projects, either by the adoption of alternatives or imposition of mitigation measures.
	None the less, the majority of Supervisors not only directed Staff to develop the option that according to their own Environmental Impact Report would have the most environmental impacts, but disregarded the overwhelming opposition to this Program from the residents who will suffer the environmental and safety impacts that this Program will bring.
	Continued on page two

	Valley Center Community Planning Group P.O. Box 127  Valley Center, CA  92082
	March 23, 2026
	Continued from page one:
	To be clear, the opposition is not about marijuana itself. It is not about using marijuana. This is legal in the state of California. Most of the Planning Groups are not opposed to dispensaries.
	This is about two separate issues. 1. Equity for those affected by the war on drugs and 2. Land use and the negative environmental impacts on the residents who live in some of the most beautiful land in our State.
	The opposition is about the land use issues which would allow marijuana grows; large commercial cultivation close to residential areas. The extremely harmful environmental impacts have been documented in other regions which have legalized cannabis cultivation. It is also about the potential rise in crime, health and safety issues that have also been well documented, as well as the dangers that consumption lounges and events (impaired drivers) will bring to the rural and semi rural towns.
	Planning Groups supported a reasonable alternative that would only allow indoor cultivation to help environmental and health concerns; greater buffers/setbacks with more sensitive locations like parks, trails and churches. It would remove the consumption lounges and events which are the most damaging to public safety (impaired drivers). Incredibly, the majority of Supervisors completely ignored this alternative.
	It appeared that these three Supervisors had already made their decision and their only concern was for those affected by the war on drugs, not the residents who live in the areas that will be affected.
	Supervisors, there is still time to revise your direction and establish your goal of a Socially Equitable Cannabis Program. We are not being unreasonable. We are simply asking for more environmental and public health and safety guardrails to protect the half a million residents, especially the most vulnerable children and seniors who live in the beautiful unincorporated San Diego County.
	Respectfully,
	Dori Rattray - Chair Valley Center Community Planning Group

	Valley Center Community Planning Group P.O. Box 127  Valley Center, CA  92082
	Continued from page one:
	Enforcement Deficit: Valley Center currently lacks enough law enforcement to properly enforce these complex ordinances or effectively address illegal retail or grow operations.
	Youth Access and Public Health: The ordinance does not sufficiently address concerns about the growth of the cannabis industry and how it is being accessed by young people on school campuses through vaping and sharing harmful marijuana. We remain concerned that the State of California and San Diego County have not fully understood how harmful high-THC marijuana (THC levels are increasing in today's cannabis crops) is to young people.
	Rewarding Illicit Activity: There is a concern that the program, by design, could be perceived as rewarding criminals who have broken the law in the past.
	3. Land Use, Traffic, and Community Character The proposed implementation compromises land use standards and local infrastructure:
	Traffic and Public Safety: The program will result in increasing traffic concerns in our community, specifically in areas with a history of major accidents. This traffic increase is a direct result of this policy's approval.
	Dispersal and Control: There is a strong concern that the growers granted licenses will likely be growing outside of the Valley Center Community but placing pressure on our resources and infrastructure.
	Market Saturation: The Planning Group questions the need for more dispensaries, noting that there are already numerous cannabis dispensaries around the County and it appears the County is seeking to allow more without determining how many are acceptable to the community. Furthermore, we see evidence that small farmers are not successful at growing and selling cannabis.
	Conclusion The vote of 11:1 reflects a comprehensive rejection of the proposed ordinance based on documented risks to our environment, public safety, and community character. While the original intent of legalization was often cited for medicinal purposes related to pain or cancer, the current ordinance extends far beyond that scope and fails to demonstrate a clear benefit of the approval of the cannabis program for our community.
	We urge the Planning Department to recognize that the 2016 vote in Valley Center for general marijuana legalization was very close to 50/50, and this specific ordinance poses a new, more detrimental question for the community. We respectfully request that you strongly incorporate this overwhelming advisory recommendation into your final report, acknowledging that this Planning Group is totally against this harmful program in its present form.
	Sincerely,
	Dori Rattray - Chair Valley Center Community Planning Group

	Valley Center Community Planning Group Energy Subcommittee  Regular Meeting - Final Agenda  October 2, 2025, 6:00 p.m.  Valley Center Library - Virtual Access Listed Below 29200 Cole Grade Road - Valley Center, CA  92082
	A. Roll Call B. Pledge of Allegiance C. Public Comments: Members of the public may address the Planning Group on any topic not on the agenda. A three (3) minute time limit is allowed per speaker unless otherwise negotiated with the Chair. The Planning Group cannot discuss or vote on a topic but may place the item on a future agenda. Speakers are required to complete a Request to Speak form prior to the start of the meeting.
	San Diego County Department of Public Works Cole Grade Road Widening Project and SDG&E Cole Grade Road Strategic Undergrounding Project.  Will include review of past work and issues and presentation of plans for completion of these projects. For informational purposes.
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