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June 1, 2015 

I7-1 The County acknowledges receipt of Edie Harmon’s 

input and appreciates the comments regarding the 

potential impacts associated with implementation of the 

project. The County acknowledges this comment; 

however it does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, 

therefore no further response is required. 

I7-2 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. Groundwater impacts 

were analyzed in three locations in the DEIR, 

including Section 2.2.3 (Biological Resources), 

Section 3.1.4.3.4 (Groundwater Resources), and 

Section 3.1.8 (Utilities). Additionally, Appendix 3.1.4-

3 and Appendix 3.1.4-4 to the DEIR are technical 

reports that further outline the potential impacts to 

groundwater resources. The import of groundwater as 

a source of water supply is disclosed on DEIR pg. 

3.1.4-4. See also Response to Comments C1-2 through 

6 for additional information on groundwater resources.  

I7-3 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. 
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I7-4 See Response to Comment C1-4. 

I7-5 Groundwater impacts were analyzed in three locations in 

the DEIR, including Section 2.2.3 (Biological 

Resources), Section 3.1.4.3.4 (Groundwater Resources), 

and Section 3.1.8 (Utilities). Additionally, Appendix 

3.1.4-3 and Appendix 3.1.4-4 to the DEIR are technical 

reports that further outline the potential impacts to 

groundwater resources.  

I7-6 The Water Supply Evaluation Memorandum is 

included within Appendix 3.1.4-1 of the DEIR.  

I7-7 The DEIR does not assume the international border is 

a hydrological or geologic boundary. All technical 

appendices to DEIR Chapter 3.1.4 include the 

Mexican portion of the watersheds of interest. Please 

refer to Appendix 3.1.4-1 (e.g., Figure 5), Appendix 

3.1.4-3 (e.g., Figures 7 and 10), and Appendix 3.1.4-

4 (e.g., Figure 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8). 

I7-8 As discussed in DEIR pgs. 3.1.4-24 and 3.1.4-25, as 

well as Appendices 3.1.4-3 and 3.1.4-4, water from 

JCSD Well 6 does not meet potable drinking water 

standards; in addition, if JCSD proceeds with activation 

of the Park Well, wellhead treatment may be required 

to remove toluene and/or any other VOCs prior to non-

potable use of water produced from the Park Well and 

replacement well(s). Treatment of Well 6 to potable 

standards is not required nor requested to support the 



RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

 

April 2016 8477 

Jacumba Solar Energy Project EIR RTC I7-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Project. JCSD would not purvey water for 

non-potable use from the Park Well if the water 

produced has elevated levels of toluene and/or any 

other VOCs . As discussed in DEIR Section 3.1.4.3.4, 

provision of water from the Park Well and replacement 

well(s) would only occur if the water produced were 

suitable. Otherwise, the Project would obtain its supply 

from Padre Dam Municipal Water District. 

I7-9 The DEIR indicates that the Jacumba Valley 

Groundwater Basin has not been demonstrated to be in 

an overdraft condition therefore, significance 

thresholds related to groundwater overdraft conditions 

are not applicable to the Proposed Project. The 

Appendices 3.1.4-3 and 3.1.4-4 provide the data 

identifying that groundwater in this basin is not in 

overdraft. This is in reference to the County 

Groundwater Ordinance that separates the County into 

three areas of regulation: overdrafted (i.e., Borrego 

Valley), Groundwater Impacted Basins and All Other 

Projects. The Proposed Project falls within the All 

Other Projects category. 

I7-10 Cumulative groundwater impacts are discussed in 

Section 3.1.4.4.2 of the DEIR, and analyzed in 

Appendix 3.1.4-3. The analysis of the water demands 

from Well 6 in Appendix 3.1.4-3 includes the water 

demands associated with full general plan build-out of 

the watershed (see Table 3-4). The analysis of the water 
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demands from the Park Well and replacement well(s) in 

Appendix 3.1.4-4 did not include a full build-out 

analysis for the following reason: 

 “If agricultural irrigation recommences at 

Jacumba Valley Ranch and/or other water 

uses commence on land within the alluvial 

basin, a detailed water balance analysis 

would need to be developed to determine the 

long-term sustainable yield of the basin. 

Additionally, future discretionary 

development at maximum density of the 

General Plan has not been considered in this 

analysis. The approximate 1,300-acre 

Ketchum Ranch is designated as a Specific 

Plan area with a potential density of 1.7 

dwelling units per acre. If discretionary 

permits were obtained, this would 

potentially allow for over 2,000 residential 

units and commercial development. This 

type of development would require a 

detailed groundwater investigation far 

beyond the analysis provided in this study to 

determine the long-term sustainable yield of 

the basin.” (Appendix 3.1.4-4 pg. 5-2) 

 As the Park well and replacement well(s) are not 

constructed, the Proposed Project analysis evaluated the 

use of the 100,000 gpd a day from the existing JCSD 
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non-potable well, and the remainder from PDMWD, or 

all water from PDMWD (for traffic and air quality for 

example). If the replacement well(s) are completed prior 

to Proposed Project construction then use of that water 

would be favorable from a reduction of traffic and air 

quality impacts perspective. JCSD’s rehabilitation of the 

Park Well is not required to support the Proposed 

Project. If the Park Well and replacement well(s) are not 

activated, or if water of suitable quality cannot be 

produced, the Applicant would import water from Padre 

Dam Municipal Water District. Appendix 3.1.4-4 is 

provided merely for disclosure purposes, and analyzes 

the groundwater-related effects of the Park Well and 

replacement well(s) producing 100 acre-feet of water 

annually for JCSD to serve as a backup supply for the 

potable and non-potable demands of its customers 

generally. The Park Well and replacement well(s), if 

activated by JCSD, could be used briefly (i.e., the first 40 

days of bulk grading) to supplement the production 

capacity of JCSD Well 6. For clarification, Department 

of Water Resources Bulletin 118 defines Jacumba Valley 

Groundwater Basin as basin number 7-47 with a very 

low California Statewide Groundwater Elevation 

Monitoring Program (CASGEM) groundwater basin 

prioritization result and is thus not mandated to be 

managed in accordance with the recently enacted 

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. 
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I7-11 The County acknowledges this comment. Please see 

Groundwater DEIR, Section 2.2.3 (Biological 

Resources), Section 3.1.4.3.4 (Groundwater Resources), 

and Section 3.1.8 (Utilities), DEIR Appendix 3.1.4-3 and 

Appendix 3.1.4-4 and Response to Comment C1-2 

through 6 for information substantiating that JCSD can 

provide groundwater to the Project without adverse 

environmental impacts. The Proposed Project analysis 

evaluated the use of the 100,000 gpd a day from the 

existing JCSD non-potable well, as capped by JCSD, 

and the remainder of water from PDMWD, or all water 

from PDMWD (for traffic and air quality for example). 

If JCSD completes the Park Well and replacement 

well(s) cumulative project completed prior to Proposed 

Project construction then use of that water to serve the 

balance (288,888 gpd) Proposed Project construction 

water demand would be favorable from a reduction of 

traffic and air quality impacts perspective. Also note that 

JCSD wells are monitored and the non-potable well 

proposed for construction use is demonstrably not 

connected to the potable well that JCSD uses for 

servicing the potable water needs within the JCSD. 

I7-12 The County acknowledges there is an error in the unit 

on DEIR pg. 3.1.4-28. The last sentence of the first 

bullet point in the DEIR is therefore edited as follows: 

 “Well-interference effects were limited to 

a pumping rate of 100,000 gallons per 
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day from JCSD Well 6 since the JCSD 

has indicated this would be the maximum 

rate allowed for these projects.” 

I7-13 As indicated in Appendix 3.1.4-4, pg. 1-2, “This 

groundwater resources investigation is being prepared 

to analyze the potential effects on groundwater and 

surrounding groundwater users from production of 

100 acre-feet annually. In order to assess potential 

short-term effects for supplying non-potable use, 

water supply may be extracted at a rate up to 200 

gallons per minute over a period of 90 days. Both the 

90-day and 1-year water demands are analyzed in 

accordance with County Guidelines.” Groundwater 

usage varies, and therefore, for the purpose of 

analyzing well interference effects, the anticipated 

capacity of the Park Well and replacement well(s) was 

used, whereas the long term water demand of 100 

acre-feet per year was used to analyze groundwater in 

storage. See also response to comment I7-11. 

I7-14 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. Figure 3 of Appendix 

C, Well 6 Pump Test Results contained within the 

Draft Groundwater Resources Investigation Report 

Jacumba Community Services District provides 

historical Well 4 water level data from May 1990 

through May 2007. This graph was prepared by the 
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County of San Diego and raw data was not available at 

the time of the preparation of the report to prepare 

updated graphs over the full monitored period. More 

recent water level data from January 2012 through 

December 2014 for Well 4 provided by the JCSD is 

presented in Exhibit 2-E of the same report. Thus a 

data gap from 2007 to 2012 for the Well 4 water level 

record is noted. There is no absence of water level data 

from the most recent drought period. As of June 18, 

2015, the water level in Well 4 measured 10 minutes 

after pumping ceased was 10.0 feet below top of 

casing as compared to the historic all time recorded 

low water level of about 23 feet below ground surface. 

I7-15 The commenter is referred to Chapter 3 of DEIR 

Appendix 3.1.4-4; specifically Sections 3.1.3 and 

3.2.3. These sections discuss the effects of production 

of 100 acre-feet per year and 288,000 gallons per day 

(over 90 days) would affect groundwater in storage 

and well interference, respectively. 

I7-16 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. Well interference was 

calculated in the Groundwater Resources Investigation 

Reports as per the County requirements outlined in 

County of San Diego Guidelines for Deterring 

Significance and Report Format and Content 

Requirements. In addition water level thresholds have 
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Mitigation Plans prepared for the Proposed Project to 

protect users of groundwater resources. 

I7-17 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required. 

I7-18 The County acknowledges this comment; however it 

does not address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore 

no further response is required.  
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