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Response to Comment Letter T 
Endangered Habitats League 
September 12, 2016 

T-1 This comment is introductory and includes a summary of 
more detailed comments that occur later in the comment 
letter. As such, this comment is noted and detailed 
responses to the issues referenced in this comment are 
provided below in responses to comments T-2 through T-4. 

T-2 This comment notes that the GHG analysis uses the July 29, 
2016 “Recommended Content and Format for Climate 
Change Analysis Reports in Support of CEQA documents” 
and the Thresholds of Significance and efficiency metric. 
The comment summarizes that the Sierra Club has filed suit 
to set aside this guidance document and that the Golden 
Door Properties submitted a letter on another project 
claiming that there are numerous inadequacies under CEQA 
in using this approach. The comment claims that the 
concerns of the Sierra Club suit and Golden Door 
Properties letter are equally valid for the Lake Jennings 
Marketplace project. This comment, however, does not say 
how the Sierra Club suit and the Golden Door Properties 
letter and the issues they raise are “equally valid” for this 
project.  

This comment also states that the Lake Jennings 
Marketplace project utilizes the efficiency metric to analyze 
the project’s GHG emissions.  

Regardless of whether the use of an efficiency metric is 
appropriate for the project, the Applicant has since 
committed to an additional mitigation measure which will 
result in a net-zero increase in GHG emissions as compared 
to the existing environmental setting, and therefore, the 
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project will result in no impacts related to GHG emissions.  
The County evaluated the project’s GHG emissions impacts 
by first calculating the overall magnitude of the project’s 
emissions from direct and indirect sources of greenhouse 
gases.  As discussed in Section 2.3 of the Final EIR, the 
project’s total GHG emissions were determined to be 2,631 
MTCO2e per year.  After calculating the project’s 
emissions, the County considered several factors to 
determine whether those emission levels are significant.  
Those factors, which are outlined in CEQA Guidelines 
15064.4, included the following:  (1) whether the project 
increases or decreases project emissions; (2) whether the 
project exceeded an applicable threshold of significance; 
and (3) whether the project complies with applicable 
regulations, plans or policies that have been adopted to 
reduce GHG emissions.  As discussed in Section 2.3 of the 
Final EIR, based on these factors, and with the addition of a 
mitigation measure resulting in a net-zero increase in GHG 
emissions from the project as compared to the existing 
environmental setting, the County concluded the project 
would have no impacts associated with GHG emissions. 

T-3 The claim that projects cannot move forward because they 
cannot be found to be consistent with the General Plan until 
a new CAP is adopted does not comport with case law 
analyzing general plan consistency. A project may be found 
consistent with the General Plan even if it is not “in perfect 
conformity with each and every general plan policy.” Sierra 
Club v. County of Napa, 121 Cal.App.4th 1490, 1509 
(2004). Here, General Plan Policy COS 20.l does not 
require a project to include a CAP, nor does it prevent 
projects from moving forward until a CAP has been 
adopted by the County.  Therefore, approval of a 
development project prior to adoption of a CAP would not  
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obstruct that policy, nor be inconsistent with the General 
Plan. Nothing in the challenge to the original CAP nor in 
the recent challenge to the County’s 2016 GHG Guidance 
document changes this conclusion.  

In addition, the preparation of a CAP was one mitigation 
measure set forth in the General Plan Update (GPU) EIR to 
address GHG emissions from build out under the General 
Plan. There were seventeen other mitigation measures 
specifically dealing with climate change. The County Board 
of Supervisors’ findings indicated that the various measures 
in combination would mitigate the impact to below a level 
of significance. The absence of a CAP does not preclude 
compliance with CEQA and development projects, such as 
the proposed project, must include a GHG analysis. 

Please also note that neither the trial court’s writ in the 
Sierra Club’s challenge of the CAP nor the Court of Appeal 
decision addressed the processing of development projects. 
Each court found that the CAP did not meet the description 
of Mitigation Measure CC 1.2. The County is complying 
with the writ by preparing a new CAP that will be 
supported by appropriate CEQA review. 

T-4 Comment noted. 

T-5 Comment noted. This comment lists an attached enclosure 
which is referenced in the comment letter. A response is not 
provided for the enclosure as it is utilized in support of the 
detailed comments responded to above.  
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