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at evacuation exercise.

LA\ e

July 15.

for

engineer Joe Burcham addressed the
possible mutm\nes during an official

Califomia Highway ?nlml nfﬁaers

_Lv‘",(lrf—/
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send a bus to get them out.
Among ‘the questions. was what to
do if a teen-age child is at home while

i~ __parents are” le to.
e e 1 36

Mengzies and Burcham said that the

will staff at

Boulevard, mwmg peop]: through the
intersection and directing them where
1o go.

During an_ official

' hands will
be full with so many tasks, and staff-
ing stretched to the limit, that they
may not be able to handle individual

gate through Rimrock on Meadow
Glen Way West will"likely be open,
Menzies said. If it isn’t, call 9-1-1 and
it will be opened

cases. Menzies
preplanning a cooperative effort with
neighbors to address individual spe-
cific needs beforehand.

“If you talk with your neighbors
about your special needs, you'll most
likely find out they have special needs,
t00," he said.

it narowsand« m‘l creek:”
ar Pass Road in the opposite di-
rection, north and then east to Valley
Center, is gated. Menzies said that this
gate would likely be open if people’s
lives were in danger, but it also was
unsafe in the scenario.
uu,wm

W;ﬂtwﬂmm
Meadows community. center,

For &

included Lorton, a mem-
ber of the Deer Springs Fire Safe Coun-
cil and the Champagne Village Emer-
gency Planning Committee; Cook; and
Burcham, who serves the Deer Springs
Fire Protection District. Menzies rep-
resented the Sheriff’s Department and
answered questions about evacuations,
along with California Highway Patrol
Sgt. Dave Morenberg.

CAL FIRE Battalion Chief Nick
Brown, who also serves as the Deer
Springs fire chief, was a scheduled
presenter but was unable to attend be-

should~ ¢ause he was fighting a wildfire in San
g0 o

seauseitisunsafe, said Burcham.
Presenters advised that the sooner

The Fire Safe Council prepared the
exercise with the Deer Spfmy Fire
Protection Di: dth

you can get out of the
the better.

“If you wait till the last minute,
that’s when traffic jams happen,” Men-
zies said.

“You can be trying to get out as 20 or
30 fire engines are coming up the hill,”
Burcham said.

Residents were engaged in the exer-
cise and offered suggestions based on
their past experiences. They acknowl-
edged that in the event of an evacua-
tion, they need to be self-reliant and
ot expect the Sheriff’s Department to

- Village Disaster Cnnunmee. Future

presentations will be held in other
Deer Springs Fire District neighbor-
hoods, including Jesmond Dene/North
Broadway, the Treasures, and West Li-

A version of this article appears in
Fire Safety News, a monthly e-news-
letter published by the Deer Springs
Fire Safe Council. To subscribe go to
www.DeerSpringsFireSafeCouncil.
com and click on the "SUBSCRIBE™

link.

HiddenMeadows )
residents pack the house
for evacuation exercise

By THE DEER SPRINGS FIRE SAFE COUNCIL

A standing-room-only gathering of
about 150 people packed the Pavilion at
the Hidden Meadows community cen-
ter on July 15 for an exercise designed
to help residents prepare to evacuate in
the event of a wildfire.

The exercise presented a scenario —
a breaking out on the east side of
Hidden Meadows during a Santa Ana —
and asked attendees: What do you do
now? How much time do you have to
get out? Should you wait for an evacu-

ation order or just go? What should you
|| pack?

Presenter Gregory Lorton said such a
scenario could push fire toward Turner
Lake and Alps Way in a half hour, and
within two hours the fire could reach the
golf course and threaten the fire station,

ing some homes along the way.

With the fire advancing at such a rate,
residents need to use situational aware-
ness and be alert to where the fire is

and where it may be going, said Deer
Springs Fire Safe Council President
Craig Cook.

“You don't want to drive toward
smoke,” Cook said.

Lorton advised residents 1o keep tabs
on the fire by calling the Deer Springs
Fire Safe Council hot line, 949-472-
1407. Fire Safe Council volunteers
sontact CAL FIRE officials to get the
latest available information and con-
tinually update the hotline during an
event. CAL FIRE San Diego operates a
twitter account that it updates regularly
with fire information. Television news
and the Uion-Tribune website are also
good sources for more regional infor-

( mation.

Some Hidden Meadows residents re-
called the evacuation of 2007 and the
confusion that ensued as vehicles were
backed up into the Meadows. Many
had questions about possible ways out
should authorities issue an evacuation

“Yon guys don’t have a lot of ways in
and out,” Lorton observed.

San Diego County Sheriff’s Lt. Kev-
in Menzies and CAL FIRE firefighter/

see EVACUATION »
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Citizens urged to speak out on Newland Slerra Pro;ect

ByWAYN! DAUBER. Hidden Meadows
Sponsor Group

A proposal to build a huge planned
community in the hil.ls; northwest of the
Deer Springs exit is now working its
way through the govermnmental approv-
alpmc:ss The proposal is a dramatic
departure from land use guidelines in
the General Plan for the County of San
Diego and would bring dramatic chang-
es to Hidden Meadows and neighbor-
ing areas. A number of citizen groups,
including the Hidden Meadows Spon-
sor Group, are urging residents to learn

more about the project and make their [

opinions about the project known to our
County officials.

Known as the Newland Sierra Proj-
ect, the proposed development would
include 2,135 residential units on a
undeveloped piece of property that is
currently zoned for 99 homes. It would
also include commercial space and
other amenities. A previous developer
proposed a 2,600 home development
called Merriam Mountain in the same
general area. That project was denied
by the county supervisors in a 3-2 vote.

to get this new project ap-

proved, the development company is e
asking the Ceunty for several amend-

ments and revisions to :he County’s
General Plan.

decade

atSan M; Civic l:lrlhr i i ‘public

meellnqnndu Newland Sierra Project.

amhehcs air quality, mineral re-

Sources, noise, population and housing,

d transportation and traffic. Accord-

2 the EIR, “feasible mitigation would

not reduce such impacts to less-than-
ificant levels.”

eventy or so individuals signed up

nxyen,ﬁncmmtulhehunng Each was
iyvmtwnlrunma!mspeak_ Many of

took a
ﬁdmghlyilsmlhmlodzvéﬁjr A the ¢ ents centered around the se-

vironmental Impact Report

(EIR) regarding the Newland Sierra
Project was released on June 17, 2017
by the County of San Diego’s Depart-

ment of Planning and Davelupman "

The document — which is over 8,000
pages long — provides :.nfﬂrmanon
about potential detrimental impacts of
the project and possible steps that could
be iaken to lessen those impacts. To,

{ind it online, do a web search foerw-‘

land Sierrra EIR.

The County has given the public 45
days to submit comments or questions
about the report to the Planning De-
partment, which will take them intol
consideration before issuing a final re-

port. The updated document will then m

20 to the Planning Commission, which
will submit it's recommendations to the
County Board of Supervisors. No date

P‘Au and noise pollution that would be
produced during the expected 10 years
‘of construction.

= Disruption to wildlife habitat and

pattems,
Impact on local schools and the area’s
water supply, which are already over-
stretched.

* Public funding that would be required
to pay for necessary infrastructure im-

ents;
umulative impact of other planned
developments in the re-

Spcakm also expressed frustration that:

has yet been set for the Supervisors to . e General™ P, “WHIChwasde-
voie on the project proposal, but it is Signed-to-protect rural-areasywas:being
expected sometime in the second quar- sigfiited; and.that exceptions to.the-Plan

ter of 2018.

A public hearing on the draft EIR was
held on July 18 at the Civic Center in
8an Marcos. An estimated 350 individ-
uals turned out, hailing from neighbor-

on both sides of 1-15.
The Cwnty staff made a very brief
presentation, before opening the meet-
ing up for public comment. They did,
however, state that the environmental
review process revealed ‘“sngmﬁcan:
and unavoidable” impacts in six areas

_—

-mm’ common.
+ The project creates the same problers

Although the meeting on the 16th was
promoted as an opportunity for public
comment on the draft EIR, the County
staff told the speakers at the beginning
that their statements were not being re-
corded. In order for the community’s
concerns to be addressed in the next it-

eration of the EIR, the process requires | ,

‘written statements to be submitted.
The Hidden Meadows Community

= Tibus m ‘memberss Sponsor Group is therefore urging all
= residents to make their opinions know | *

in written form. We ask that you send
your questions and concerns about the
Newland Sierra Project to the County
by email or letter before the end of the
public comment period. The deadline
is August 14 at 4:00 p.m.

Emails are to be sent to Ashley.
Smith2@sdcounty.ca.gov. Letters are
to be addressed to:

Ashley Smith, Department of Plan-

ning and Development, 5510 Overland
Ave,, Suite 310, San Diego, CA 92123.

The Sponsor group will continue to
keep you posted about this important
issue through articles in the Hidden
Meadows News and postings on Nexi-
Door. If you have questions, feel free
to contact Wayne Dauber at hmdaub@
cox.net or (760) 809-6898.

1

-SomenftbaEIRsmmnptlousabvm i

the impacts and possible mitigation
strategies seemed Aawed or unrealistic.
» The length and organization of the

EIR document made it difficult to find
information that was needed to have a
clear pl:mre of the overall impact of the
project
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