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Hi Ashley, Attached are 2 articles that | wish to submit as comments to the Mewland Sierra DEIR. | did not put my name
on the top before scanning them. Could you put my name at the top after printing them. Thank you. Karen Binns
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L.A. requires air filters to protect residents near freeways. Are they doing the job? - LA Ti... Page 7 of 8

Unless it receives a complaint, the city does not conduct follow-up inspections to see if air filters are
being maintained and replaced because there is no requirement in the building code, said Frank
Bush, the building and safety department’s general manager.

“That's on the building owner,” Bush said “If we got a complaint we would take action, but nothing
proactive.”

Mayor Garcetti said he supports a mandatory “check box” to track whether the promised air filters
are being installed.

“That would be an easy thing to fix if they're not,” Garcetti said. “This is not a sink finish, this a health
issue and so it should have the highest priority.”

The new filter standards will not help the 600,000 people who, a Times analysis of 2010 U.S. census
data indicates, were then living within 1,000 feet of Los Angeles freeways.

One of them is Victor Johnson, 61, who has three air-filiration machines running in his one-bedroom
apartment about 300 feet from the 101 Freeway in Studio City. He said he hasn’t seen much
improvement in his air quality.

He blames his ongoing health problems, which include chronic headaches, colds, inflammation and
high blood pressure, on the pollution, which leaves a layer of fine black dust on his shelves and

counters.

“Three filters and still this ultra-fine dust that’s a fine, fine black powder,” Johnson said. “I'm
concerned about my lungs. I can deal with the embarrassment of my furniture being dusty. But I
don’t want the same issues as a coal miner.”

Times staff writers Chris Keller, Jon Schleuss and David Zahniser contributed to this
report.

tony.barboza@latimes.com

@tonybarboza

ALSO

Explosion, major fire rocks DWP power station; large swath of Valley without power

Political Road Map: Here's how aging baby boomers will change the impact of Prop. 13

http:/fwww.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-In-freeway-pollution-filters-20170709-story.html  7/22/2017
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Air Pollution and Mortality in the Medicare Population

The New England Journal of Medicine
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TAKE-HOME MESSAGE

» A large cohort of Medicare beneficiaries was followed for 460,310,521 person-years to
evaluate the association between the risk of death and increased exposure to fine particulate
(PM2.5) matter and ozone. There was an increase of 7.3% in all-cause mortality associated
with an increase of 10 pg per cubic meter in PM2.5. Similarly, an increase in ozone of 10 parts
per billion (ppb) was associated with a 1.1% increase in all-cause mortality. A similar increase
in mortality risk was seen even in individuals exposed to PM2.5 <12 ug per cubic meter and
ozone <50 ppb. With an increase in PM2.5, the mortality risk was highest in men, blacks, and
individuals eligible for Medicaid.

« Exposure to PM2.5 and ozone even at levels below national standards have a significant
adverse effect, and the effect is greatest for racial minorities and low-income individuals.
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