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LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES 
 
PDS2015-SPA-15-001  Otay 250 Sunroad and Business Park 

Case Number  Project Name 
 
Planning and Development Services (PDS) is responsible for processing projects in accordance 
with all applicable policies, ordinances, and regulations.  When reviewing a discretionary project, 
the Department is charged with determining if adequate law enforcement services are or will be 
available to the project concurrent with need and if new or expanded law enforcement facilities 
are needed as a result of the subject project or a as a result of the cumulative projects in the 
vicinity.  The adequacy of law enforcement services is determined by considering the project’s 
consistency with the Safety Element of the San Diego County General Plan (Law Enforcement).  
Policy S12-1 of the Law Enforcement Section speaks to coordinating new law enforcement 
facilities and services with new development in ways that sustain the provision of 
comprehensive services at levels consistent with substantially similar areas of the County.  The 
issue with respect to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is whether the project 
alone, or cumulatively, generates the need for new or physically altered law enforcement 
facilities.  CEQA requires the environmental impacts associated with the provision of new or 
altered facilities to be analyzed.   
 
To assist the PDS in evaluating a project’s compliance with the Safety Element and determining 
the project’s environmental impacts, please provide answers questions 1-7 below: 
 

1) The project is within the Sheriff's Imperial Beach command area.  
 
2) The existing facility within the command area is currently the East Otay Mesa Sheriff's 

(Temporary) Substation. 
 
3) Estimated population in the command area is 38,862 (Source: 2010 US Census)  
 
4) Number of sworn personnel currently serving in the command area is 41. 
 
5) The project will result in the need for additional sworn personnel.  The additional staffing 

for the unincorporated East Otay Mesa (EOM) area was originally estimated to be 11 
deputies in 2008.  This estimate should be revised upward once the impact of the 
proposed change in land use on the permanent (i.e., residential) and transient population 
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forecast is determined.  Currently only two Deputy Sheriffs are assigned to patrol Bonita, 
Otay Mesa and all the unincorporated areas within the Imperial Beach Command.  It can 
be assumed that calls for service will increase as more commercial and residential units 
are developed. 

 
a. If additional staff is needed, would this necessitate new or expanded facilities?  

In 2009, a JCFA was executed (with the County of San Diego as a signatory to the 
agreement), which established Community Facilities District No. 09-1 to fund a 
temporary and a permanent future Sheriff's Substation in EOM.  The program for 
the permanent facility was incorporated as an exhibit to the JCFA, and the Sheriff's 
Department does not anticipate that the size of that facility will need to be adjusted 
as a result of the Specific Plan Amendment proposal.  However, as previously 
noted in correspondence from the San Diego County Fire Authority (letter dated 
September 10, 2015): 
 

"This project, along with all other development, has a cumulative impact on 
the emergency services for this community.  To mitigate for this impact, the 
project will be conditioned to participate in the existing SDRFPD Community 
Facilities District No. 09-1 (CFD No. 09-1) for this area.  This Specific Plan 
Amendment is proposing significant changes to the allowable uses within this 
area of the East Otay Mesa Business Park Specific Plan.  Therefore, an 
amendment to CFD No. 09-1 will likely be necessary." 

  
The CFD apportionment should be revisited to ensure that the proposed Otay 250 
Sunroad project is assigned the appropriate proportionate fair share of the cost to 
develop the future Sheriff's facility.  In the event that the Otay 250 Sunroad project 
begins to develop in advance of construction of the permanent substation, the 
Project should be assigned a similar fair share of the cost for the leased temporary 
facility located on the southeast corner of the intersection of Enrico Fermi and 
Otay Mesa Road.  

 
6) Provide any recommendations on design criteria and/or comments relative to other law 

enforcement concerns specific to the project.   
 

x Provide adequate light for nighttime use of paths to and from entrances and exits of 
buildings and throughout the project or neighborhood. 

x Make entrances clearly visible to patrols and the public. 
x The Sheriff's Crime Prevention Unit is available for design and development 

consultation throughout the project.   
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