?" Jackson Tidus

A LAW CORPORATION

April 26, 2019

VIA EMAIL

Jim Bennett, CHG

County of San Diego

Planning and Development Services
25510 Overland Avenue, Suite 310
San Diego, CA 92123
jim.bennett@sdcounty.ca.gov

Direct Dial: 949.851.7409

Email: mstaples@jacksontidus.law
Reply to: Irvine Office
File No: 7588-122439

Geoff Poole

General Manager

Borrego Water District

806 Palm Canyon Drive
Borrego Springs, CA 92004
geoftf@borregowd.org

RE: AAWARE REQUEST FOR GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY
APPROVAL OF METER SYSTEM

Dear Messrs. Bennett and Poole:

We represent the Agricultural Alliance for Water and Resource Education (“AAWARE”).
AAWARE’s members comprise the majority of the agricultural property owners in Borrego
Valley. By this letter, we ask that the Borrego Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency
approve acceptable propeller meter systems so that the AAWARE members can make plans to
install groundwater production meters, and not have to wait until Groundwater Sustainability
Plan approval to do so.

Enclosed is information on the SWIIM well meter system that Mike Seley of AAWARE has
discussed with Geoff Poole. Benefits of the SWIIM meter system include significant cost
savings by:

e FEliminating the need for manual, monthly readings of groundwater production (the meter
system provides real time data by cellular transmission, or if cellular is interrupted, by
radio transmission); and

e Eliminating the need for semi-annual calibration verification and annual meter accuracy
checks. Under the service agreement, each flow meter is regularly checked for accuracy.
The maintenance schedule also includes technician visits to each site at least every four to
six weeks. In addition to maintaining the telemetry and solar charging systems during
these visits, technicians perform visual inspections of flow meters to ensure there are no
erratic or unreasonable flow readings, blank LCDs, or damaged registers.

Irvine Office

2030 Main Street, 12th Floor
Irvine, California 92614
1949.752.8585 f949.752.0597

Westlake Village Office

2815 Townsgate Road, Suite 200
Westlake Village, California 91361
1 805.230.0023 f805.230.0087

www.jacksontidus.law
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We are additionally awaiting information on the similar McCrometer meter system and service
agreement. Enclosed is information from the McCrometer web site about their meters and
reporting technology.

Please let us know as soon as possible whether the SWIIM or McCrometer meters, along with
their data collection and reporting systems, and their calibration systems, are approved as
acceptable metering systems. Please also let us know whether there are any other meter systems
acceptable to the GSA.

Sincerely,

T it bl Tagate

Michele A. Staples

Enclosures:  SWIIM and McCrometer systems information

cc: Jim Seley, AAWARE*
Mike Seley, AAWARE*
Jack McGrory, AAWARE*
Boyd L. Hill, Esq., for AAWARE*
*by email only
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