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What does the LDC Regulate? 
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• Housing density bonus 
• Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 
• Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emission reductions 
• Regional Sustainable Communities Strategy 

consistency 
• Solid waste diversion  
 

• Missing Middle housing types 
• Accessory Dwelling Unit regulations 
• Density bonus 
• Permit processing streamlining 
• Regulatory reform 
• Transfer of Development Rights Pilot 

 

Other State Requirements and Programs Housing Affordability Strategy 

Focus Area: Built and Natural Environment 
• Improve accessibility and connections between 

destinations (Goal 1) 
• Improve the quality and safety of the built and natural 

environment (Goal 3) 
• Support availability and affordability of housing (Goal 5) 
• Create more accessible housing (Goal 6) 
• Enhance the quality of the natural environment (Goal 8) 

• Revise the Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with the 
General Plan Update (1.2.2) 

• Amend Zoning Ordinance to meet Regional Housing Needs 
(3.1.1) 

• Establish Mixed Use Zoning compatible with Villages 
(3.1.2.C and 1.2.1.F) 

• Determine if changes are needed to achieve densities in 
Villages (3.1.3) 

• Protect resources from development (5.1.2) 
• Additional programs and actions 

Live Well San Diego General Plan Implementation Plan Actions 

The LDC Update will help implement the policies of the County’s existing guiding documents and meet state law.   
The LDC implements these plans and requirements through zones, regulations, guidelines, incentives and procedures.  
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March 15, 2017 
The value of agriculture in the County is $1.77 billion, with over 
200 crops grown. The Board of Supervisors has taken several 
actions in recent years to boost agriculture including:  
• Created a Boutique Winery ordinance;  
• Approved a new beekeeping ordinance that allows more 

beekeeping while protecting the public;  
• Adopted an agricultural easement program that preserves 

agricultural space; and 
• Streamlined regulations for uses such as cheese-making,  

agri-tourism and onsite horticultural sales. 

  

Agricultural Promotion Program 

September 11, 2013 
• Updated the County’s Zoning Ordinance with regard to equine 

uses. 
• Includes a tiered permitting system eliminating the need for a 

discretionary permit for some horse stables. 
• Focused ordinance changes for commercial horse stable 

regulations, in particular the requirement for a Major Use 
Permit in certain areas.   

• Provides greater permit flexibility. 
 

August 4, 2010 
• Amended existing regulations and created new winery 

classifications as Packing and Processing Use Types. 
• Allows “Boutique Winery” to promote the creation of small 

wineries, as well as several other winery types. 
April 27, 2016 
• Amended the Wholesale Limited, Boutique and Small winery 

regulations including production, structures, uses and permit 
requirements. 
 

Equine Ordinance 

Tiered Wineries 

The County has recently created or updated ordinances that resulted in permit and processing streamlining,  boosted 
agricultural growth, and brings the Code into compliance with new State housing laws. Below are just some of the key efforts 
that have taken place in recent years:   

State Housing Law & Regulations 
February 27, 2019 
Updated to be consistent with State law, and some Development 
Regulation updates. Key amendments include: 
• Updated second dwelling unit regulations, new accessory 

use regulations and a new junior dwelling unit section. 
• Updates to the Density Bonus regulations and program, 

including more incentives. 
• Allows farm employee housing and guest living quarters to 

be “by-right” approvals. 
• Refines how residential density is calculated. 
• Allows all residential buildings types in Village areas 

including condominiums and apartments. 
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Zoning Is: the specific rules that 
govern use and development for 
each parcel of land, consistent 
with the General Plan regional 
categories and land use 
designations  

 

What is Zoning? 
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Any given property’s “zone” is a combination of the use regulation and the applicable individual designators, compiled in a zone “box.” 
 

How is the Code 
implementing your 
community plan? 
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• Simplify organization and 
standards 

• Make it user-friendly 
• Improve wayfinding with clear 

topical headings 
• Use tables and diagrams 

 
 
 

Sample tables & simple organization from other jurisdictions 

The American Planning 
Association Recommends: 
• Start with a policy foundation 
• Zone like you mean it 
• Match regulations to existing 

patterns 
• Be more flexible about uses and 

housing types 
• Quit with all the studies 
• Consider simple rules to convert 

suburban to urban 
• Differentiate real from perceived 
 
Source: Zoning Practice, Issue 1 January 2018 
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Sample graphics from other jurisdictions 
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