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I5-1 The County acknowledges the commenter’s opposition to Property Specific Request 

Analysis AreaDS24 (the site is referred to as “Rudyville by many in the community).  

This comment does not raise concerns regarding the adequacy of the Draft SEIR, 

therefore, no further response is necessary. 

I5-2 This comment states it (DS24) will destroy an ocotillo forest and its diverse wildlife. 

Potential impacts to biological resources are analyzed in Section 2.4, Biological 

Resources, of the Draft SEIR.  

As discussed in Section 2.4.3.1, Impact Analysis, the estimated acreage of vegetation 

in DS24 is 168 acres of Sonoran creosote bush scrub.  This type of habitat is known to 

support sensitive plant and wildlife species.  

 As stated in Section 2.4.3.1 of the Draft SEIR, overall the Proposed Project would have 

the potential to result in direct and indirect impacts to habitat types that support 

sensitive plant and wildlife species (Impact BI-1). Implementation of the adopted 

General Plan policies listed in Section 2.4.5.1 of the Draft SEIR and 2011 PEIR 

mitigation measures would reduce impact BI-1 but not to a level of less than significant; 

the impact would remain significant and unavoidable.  

I5-3 This comment states clearing vegetation will create sandstorms impacting housing and 

air quality will be degraded.   

A programmatic analysis of potential impacts to air quality is included in Section 2.3, 

Air Quality, of the Draft SEIR. The programmatic analysis does not speculate on the 

individual environmental impacts of specific future development projects, including 

any future development project on land affected by DS24.  Any future project would 

be required to demonstrate compliance with applicable ordinances, including the 

County’s Grading Ordinance, and any applicable requirements for soil stabilization.   

I5-4 This comment refers to the inventory of for-sale homes and the serious water supply 

crisis.   

Section 2.8, Hydrology and Water, of the Draft SEIR includes an analysis of the 

Proposed Project’s potential impacts on groundwater supplies and recharge, including 

the Borrego Valley Groundwater Basin.  Section 2.8.3.2 states that future development 
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of land uses consistent with the Proposed Project densities would increase groundwater 

demand and exacerbate the present unsustainable use of groundwater resources. 

Therefore, the Proposed Project would result in a potentially significant impact to 

groundwater supplies and recharge (Impact HY-2). Implementation of the adopted 

General Plan policies listed in Section 2.8.5.2 of the Draft SEIR and 2011 PEIR 

mitigation measures would reduce impact HY-2 but not to a level of less than 

significant; the impact would remain significant and unavoidable.  

I5-5 This comment expresses the opinions of the commenter.  This comment does not 

raise concerns regarding the adequacy of the Draft SEIR, therefore, no further 

response is necessary. 
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