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Response to Comment Letter X25
California Native Plant Society, San Diego Chapter
Frank Landis, PhD, Conservation Chair
January 15, 2018
X25-1
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January 2018

The comment introduces the commenter and affiliated
organization, the California Native Plant Society, and
expresses the interest of the commenter related to the CAP.
No further response is required however, the County
appreciates the commenter’s interest in the project and
relevant background.
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The comment expresses concern regarding a reference to a
reforestation project found on page 8-52 of the Final SEIR. The
commenter confuses the broad mitigation mechanism
established under Mitigation Measure M-GHG-1 that would
require the purchase of carbon offset credits as project-level
mitigation for GPAs, with the reforestation project which is only
one example of how those carbon offset credits may be
produced. The Final SEIR is correct in stating that the
reforestation project would not be available for GPAs to
purchase credits from, which is one of the reasons why the
purchase of carbon offsets from outside the County would be
allowed. Regarding the commenter’s information on the
effectiveness of the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park
Reforestation Project, the County consulted with the Climate
Action Reserve (one of the CARB-approved registries) and the
credits from that project are not yet listed because the trees
have not matured and offset credits cannot be verified. If a
carbon offset project does not result in real, quantifiable,
verifiable, and additional/surplus offsets, then they cannot be
listed on a registry to be purchased. The registries ensure that
the offset projects are effective based on performance criteria.
If credits from this Cuyamaca Rancho State Park Reforestation
Project are not listed, they cannot be used for mitigation. As
stated on page 8-52, under Mitigation Measure M-GHG-1, the
County would require the purchase of carbon offset credits that
are reputable and validated by approved registries such as the
Climate Action Reserve, Verified Carbon Standard, and
American Carbon Registry. These registries include a slate of
diverse carbon offset projects that provide credits which can
be purchased as mitigation, and include projects that are very
different from reforestation projects including wetland creation
and industrial equipment retrofits. Therefore, while the County
appreciates the commenter’s remarks and expertise in
reforestation projects, the County would like to clarify that there
is no expectation that any carbon offset credit projects would
include reforestation. Please refer to Master Response 3,
which distinguishes the local direct investment program under
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GHG Reduction Measure T-4.1 from carbon offset credits to
mitigate GPA emissions.
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The comment expresses concern regarding the ability to
effectively utilize carbon offset credits from one particular
reforestation project to mitigate project emissions as
established under CAP Mitigation Measure M-GHG-1.
However, as stated above in response to comment X25-2, the
County does not intend that projects would strictly purchase
carbon offset credits that are derived from reforestation
projects. Additionally, as described on pages 2.7-37 through
2.7-40 of the Final SEIR, projects that utilize carbon offset
credits would be required to provide evidence to the County’s
Planning & Development Services Director that a sufficient
purchase of retired credits to offset project-related GHG
emissions has occurred. As stated, carbon offset credits must
be purchased through a verified and CARB approved registry
which will ensure that the carbon credits are retired in
perpetuity.
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