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 Response to Comment Letter I14 
 

Tena Scruggs 
September 14, 2017 

 
I14-1 The comment provides an introductory statement and no 

further response is required.  
I14-2 The comment suggests that CAP Strategy A-2 be expanded to 

include expansion of tree canopies in parking lots and along 
streets. The County agrees with the commenter that expanded 
tree canopies can be beneficial in several ways, including 
increasing carbon sequestration, improving air quality through 
the capture of air pollutants, improving water quality through 
reduced erosion, supporting biological resources by providing 
additional habitat and improved water quality, and improving 
community and public health through the provision of shade 
and positive impacts on overall wellbeing. The CAP includes 
GHG Reduction Measures A-2.1 and A-2.2 which would 
increase the number of trees planted in the county in future 
years. The comment will be included in the Final EIR and made 
available to decision makers prior to a final decision on the 
project.  

I14-3 The comment states tree canopies could reduce the heat 
island effect in the county. The County acknowledges this 
comment. Please see response to comment I14-2. 

I14-4 The comment suggests the inclusion of a measure which would 
encourage the installation of solar panels over parking lots as 
a means of providing shade and reducing GHG emissions. The 
Draft CAP includes solar panel-related measures for new 
development and for existing development but does not specify 
that solar panels be provided over parking lots.  However, the 
County could consider expanding related measures in the 
future to require solar panels over parking lots.  Currently, GHG 
Reduction Measure E-1.1 would Improve Building Energy 
Efficiency in New Development. This measure would achieve 
10% greater building energy efficiency in all new non-
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residential development than is required by the 2016 State 
Energy Code (Title 24 Part 6) by 2020; require all new 
residential development to meet the State’s Zero Net Energy 
(ZNE) standards by 2020; and require all new non-residential 
development to meet the State’s ZNE standards by 2030. The 
Measure was also clarified to state that if the State Energy 
Code is amended to require building energy efficiency above 
10%, then the State requirement would supersede the 
measure. The State has demonstrated that ZNE can be 
achieved through a combination of high-performance, energy-
efficient design and maximizing on-site renewable energy 
production (e.g., solar and storage), which could include solar 
panels within parking lots.  
GHG Reduction Measure E-2.3 would Install Solar 
Photovoltaics in Existing Homes. Based on the County’s 
historical PV permitting data, it is projected that 52,273 existing 
homes will install PV by 2020 and an additional 77,902 existing 
homes will install PV by 2030. The County initiatives and 
programs described here would continue to support the 
environment for solar energy development in the county. 
Please also refer to Master Response 9 for more information 
about the measure selection process.  

I14-5 The comment restates previous comments. Please see the 
response to comments I14-1 through I14-4.  

 

 


