
Response to Comments 

County of San Diego Supplement to the 2011 GPU PEIR Page 1 
January 2018 

 Response to Comment Letter L3 
 

San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) 
Joe Gabaldon, Public Affairs Manager 

September 22, 2017 
 

L3-1 The comment indicates San Diego Gas and Electric’s 
(SDG&E’s) comments are enclosed. No further response is 
required. 
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 L3-2 The comment indicates that the County should focus on GHG-
reducing measures such as those in energy efficiency and 
electric vehicle promotion. It also states that SDG&E plans to 
continue to support the County in a comprehensive manner to 
provide for a cleaner energy future. This comment does not 
raise an environmental issue related to the adequacy of the 
Draft SEIR. The comment will be included in the Final EIR and 
made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision 
on the project. 
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 L3-3 The comment states that SDG&E believes that the County 
should combine the aspects of the Enhanced Direct 
Investment Alternative and the 100% Renewable Energy 
Alternative. The comment does not specifically state which 
aspects of the alternatives should be combined, if this 
“combined” alternative would reduce environmental impacts, or 
if it would meet project objectives. As the comment does not 
specifically recommend a detailed alternative, no further 
response can be provided.  
The comment also states that the Enhanced Direct Investment 
Alternative would slow down the incremental reduction in GHG 
reductions by not allowing large-scale renewable energy 
facilities. It also states that this alternative would run counter to 
a key component of the County’s Comprehensive Renewable 
Energy Program (CREP).  
As detailed in Section 4.3.2.1 of the Draft SEIR, the Enhanced 
Direct Investment Alternative would pursue a greater level of 
direct investment projects in exchange for eliminating the 
renewable energy program component of GHG Reduction 
Measure E-2.1. By eliminating the renewable energy program 
component, this alternative would eliminate the induced 
demand for potentially larger and a greater number of large-
scale renewable energy systems. While large-scale renewable 
energy systems could still be developed and their associated 
impacts could occur, this alternative would eliminate the 
induced demand for these systems; thereby reducing the total 
number of systems that would occur within the County. 
The alternatives analysis compares the impacts of the 
Enhanced Direct Investment Alternative to the proposed 
project, including Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG). As 
stated within Page 4-17 of the Draft SEIR, both large-scale 
renewable energy projects and direct investment projects (see 
Section 2.7, Greenhouse Gas Emissions) would result in 
significant construction-related GHG impacts and, therefore, 
would have overall similar GHG impacts. However, both the 
project and this alternative would meet 2020 and 2030 
reduction targets established in the CAP and because the 
same total amount of GHG emissions would be achieved, this 
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alternative would result in similar significant impact related to 
the 2050 GHG reduction goal in the CAP (i.e., goal would not 
be achieved). Therefore, the County does not agree that this 
alternative would “slow down” GHG reductions as this 
alternative would be able to meet 2020 and 2030 reduction 
targets.  

L3-4 The comment indicates that SDG&E can be an advisor/partner 
in helping the transition to transportation electrification. This 
comment does not raise an environmental issue related to the 
adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included in 
the Final EIR and made available to the decision makers prior 
to a final decision on the project. 

L3-5 The comment indicates that SDG&E is seeking to establish a 
program to install 90,000 residential charging stations 
throughout San Diego and Orange counties. The comment 
suggests adding an additional supporting effort of “Support 
SDG&E’s effort to Electrify Local Highways program.” The CAP 
includes a supporting effort to “Install Level 2 EV charging 
stations in the unincorporated County through a partnership 
with San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E)” under Measure T-
3.3. This supporting effort is intended to leverage the SDG&E 
program to install residential charging stations under the SB 
350 filing. The supporting effort will be clarified to include the 
suggested language from SDG&E. In addition, in response to 
comments, the County has added a new measure, GHG 
Reduction Measure T-3.5 Install Electric Vehicle Charging 
Stations, which will result in the installation of 2,040 Level 2 
charging stations in priority public locations by 2030. This 
comment does not raise an environmental issue related to the 
adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included as 
part of the record and made available to the decision makers 
prior to a final decision on the project. 

L3-6 The comment indicated SDG&E is seeking to install grid-
integrated public charging at for park-and-ride facilities. The 
comment suggests adding an additional supporting effort of 
“Promote the Electric Vehicle Climate Credit.”  In response to 
comments, the County has added a new measure, GHG 
Reduction Measure T-3.5 Install Electric Vehicle Charging 
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Stations, which will result in the installation of 2,040 Level 2 
charging stations in priority public locations by 2030.This 
comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. 
The comment will be included in the Final EIR and made 
available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the 
project. 
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 L3-7 The comment offers information about the Electric Vehicle 
Climate Credit. In response to comments, the County has 
added a new measure, GHG Reduction Measure T-3.5 Install 
Electric Vehicle Charging Stations, which will result in the 
installation of 2,040 Level 2 charging stations in priority public 
locations by 2030.This comment does not address the 
adequacy of the Draft SEIR. No further response required. 

L3-8 The comment indicates SDG&E is working with the County’s 
Department of General Services staff to install 86 electric 
vehicle charging stations at County facilities and will help the 
County implement its Green Fleet Action Plan. The comment 
suggests adding an additional supporting effort of “Enhance 
site support of County’s Fleet transition through partnership 
with SDG&E.” In response to comments, the County has added 
a new measure, GHG Reduction Measure T-3.5 Install Electric 
Vehicle Charging Stations, which will result in the installation of 
2,040 Level 2 charging stations in priority public locations by 
2030.This comment does not address the adequacy of the 
Draft SEIR. The comment will be included in the Final EIR and 
made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision 
on the project. 

L3-9 The comment indicates that SDG&E can help provide studies 
and additional building code proposals for County 
consideration. The County appreciates the outreach efforts 
from SDG&E and will continue to coordinate with SDG&E on 
this, and other issues moving forward. This comment does not 
address the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be 
included in the Final EIR and made available to the decision 
makers prior to a final decision on the project. 

L3-10 The comment offers information on SDG&E’s Marketplace that 
offers energy efficiency rebates. The County acknowledges 
this comment. This comment does not address the adequacy 
of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included in the Final 
EIR and made available to the decision makers prior to a final 
decision on the project. 

L3-11 The comment offers information on SDG&E’s Business Energy 
Solutions program and Comprehensive Audit Program. The 
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County acknowledges this comment. This comment does not 
address the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be 
included in the Final EIR and made available to the decision 
makers prior to a final decision on the project. 
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L3-12 The comment offers information on SDG&E’s Non-Residential 
programs and EcoChoice program. The County acknowledges 
this comment. This comment does not address the adequacy 
of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included in the Final 
EIR and made available to the decision makers prior to a final 
decision on the project. 

L3-13 SDG&E recommends adding additional categories to the 
“Utility Funding” section of the CAP. The County appreciates 
the input and has revised the CAP accordingly (see Table 5.2). 
This comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft 
SEIR. The comment will be included in the Final EIR and 
made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision 
on the project. 

L3-14 The comment requests that the CAP clarify that the Go Solar 
California program is administered through the Center for 
Sustainable Energy and not SDG&E. The County agrees 
with this clarification and has revised the CAP 
accordingly (see Table 5.2). This comment does not 
address the adequacy of the Draft SEIR; therefore, no 
further response is required.  

L3-15 The comment states that On Bill Financing discussed in the 
CAP should have its own line item as a program under 
“Utility Funds.” The County appreciates the input and has 
revised the CAP accordingly (see Table 5.2).  This comment 
does not address the Draft SEIR. The comment will be 
included in the Final EIR and made available to the 
decision makers prior to a final decision on the project. 
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 L3-16 The comment states that updates of the CAP shouldn’t be a 
solely administrative action and that there should be a 
mechanism to allow appeal or elevation to the Board. As 
described on page 5-6 of the CAP, the County will prepare a 
CAP update every five years beginning in 2025. The CAP 
update will be presented to the County Board of Supervisors 
for review, amendment, and/or adoption. Coupled with this 
update of the CAP, the County will determine whether 
additional environmental review would be required consistent 
with the requirements of CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 
through 15164 based on the changes proposed. As such, the 
public will have an opportunity to provide input to the County 
Board of Supervisors. In addition, many CAP measures include 
the development of programs, ordinances, and initiatives that, 
as part of CAP implementation, will be considered by the Board 
at future dates. This provides the public additional opportunity 
to provide comment during periods between five-year CAP 
updates. 

L3-17 The comment states the County does not take enough credit 
for GHG reductions from the County’s Multiple Species 
Conservation Program. Specifically, the comment 
recommends that carbon sequestration benefits of conserved 
lands should be credited in the CAP. Please refer to Master 
Response 11 related to carbon sequestration. 

L3-18 The comment offers concluding remarks. No further response 
is required. 

 

 




