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Response to Comment Letter O13 
 

Friends of the Earth U.S. 
Kari Hamerschlag and Julian Kraus-Polk 

September 25, 2017 
 

O13-1 The comment provides introductory remarks. No response is 
required.  
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O13-2 The comment provides background information Friends of the 
Earth. The County appreciates the comments. No response is 
required.  

O13-3 The comment provides information regarding the amount of 
GHG emissions that are produced related to animal-based 
food production and the comment suggests that the CAP 
should acknowledge and identify strategies for reducing these 
emissions. However, the County has developed a CAP with 30 
GHG Reduction Measures that in combination achieve the 
legislatively mandated 2030 target. The CAP inventory was 
prepared following the U.S. Community Protocol for 
Accounting and Reporting of Greenhouse Gas Emissions. An 
analysis of lifecycle emissions, which would be required if 
indirect emissions related to food consumption are reported as 
the comment recommends, would be speculative under the 
protocol and under CEQA. See also response to comment O5-
7. The comment does not raise an environmental issue related 
to the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be 
included as part of the Final SEIR and made available to the 
decision makers prior to a final decision on the project. 
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O13-4 The comment suggests that the CAP should consider adding 
strategies such as climate-friendly food purchasing and 
consumer education. Please refer to response to comment 
O19-3 and O19-16. This comment is acknowledged. The 
comment does not raise an environmental issue related to the 
adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included as 
part of the Final SEIR and made available to the decision 
makers prior to a final decision on the project. 
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O13-5 The comment suggests that inclusion of strategies to educate 
the public about GHG emissions associated with animal-based 
diets could result in better public health, as a co-benefit. This 
comment is acknowledged. Refer to response to comment 
O13-4 above. The comment does not raise an environmental 
issue related to the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment 
will be included as part of the Final SEIR and made available 
to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the project. 

O13-6 This comment offers introductory remarks to specific key 
recommendations that will be made in subsequent comments, 
and suggests that a description of Eat Well Practices should 
be added to Chapter 1 of the CAP. Several new supporting 
efforts related to the Eat Well Practices have been added to 
the CAP since public review. Please refer to Response to 
Comment O19-3. This comment is acknowledged. The 
comment does not raise an environmental issue related to the 
adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included as 
part of the Final SEIR and made available to the decision 
makers prior to a final decision on the project. 

O13-7 The comment suggests that the CAP should include an 
explanation of Scope 3 emissions related to food production. 
The current inventory is based on the U.S. Community 
Protocol for Accounting and Reporting of Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions which represents a national standard in guidance to 
help local governments develop effective community GHG 
emissions inventories. The protocol strongly encourages 
inclusion of emissions sources over which a local government 
has “significant influence.” While the County acknowledges the 
importance of indirect Scope 3 emissions related to food 
production, quantification of these emissions would require a 
lifecycle analysis that would be speculative under the protocol 
and under CEQA. For this reason, the CAP focuses on 
emissions that the County can significantly influence and 
provides 30 GHG Reduction Measures that in combination 
achieve the legislatively mandated 2030 target. The comment 
will be included as part of the Final SEIR and made available 
to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the project. 
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O13-8 This comment suggests that the CAP should include a 
reference to the Eat Well Practices in Chapter 3. Several new 
supporting efforts related to the Eat Well Practices have been 
added to the CAP since public review. Please refer to 
Response to Comment O19-3. This comment is 
acknowledged. The comment does not raise an environmental 
issue related to the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment 
will be included as part of the Final SEIR and made available 
to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the project. 

O13-9 This comment suggests that the CAP should include a 
recommendation to reduce animal-based food choices for 
public food service. This comment is acknowledged. The 
comment does not raise an environmental issue related to the 
adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included as 
part of the Final SEIR and made available to the decision 
makers prior to a final decision on the project. 

O13-10 This comment suggests that the CAP should emphasize the 
importance of local and regional food purchasing to encourage 
community resilience in Chapter 4 of the CAP. This comment 
is acknowledged. Please refer to Response O19-16. The 
comment does not raise an environmental issue related to the 
adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included as 
part of the Final SEIR and made available to the decision 
makers prior to a final decision on the project. 
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O13-11 This comment suggests that Chapter 5 of the CAP should 
include a protocol for tracking food-related GHG emissions 
within public institutional foodservice facilities, and suggests 
that the County consider adoption of the Good Food 
Purchasing Policy. This comment is acknowledged. The 
comment does not raise an environmental issue related to the 
adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included as 
part of the Final SEIR and made available to the decision 
makers prior to a final decision on the project. 

O13-12 This comment suggests that Chapter 6 of the CAP should 
incorporate language to increase awareness regarding 
climate-friendly foodservice. This comment is acknowledged. 
Please refer to Response to Comment O19-3. The comment 
does not raise an environmental issue related to the adequacy 
of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included as part of the 
Final SEIR and made available to the decision makers prior to 
a final decision on the project. 

O13-13 This comment expresses that the organization would like to 
see an expanded discussion about GHG emissions related to 
food production and consumption. This comment is 
acknowledged. The comment does not raise an environmental 
issue related to the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment 
will be included as part of the Final SEIR and made available 
to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the project. 

O13-14 This comment is substantially similar to O13-7. Please refer to 
that response above.  
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O13-15 This comment states that the organization would like to see 
procurement policies adopted by County foodservice 
institutions that would encourage a shift away from animal-
based protein, as well as an acknowledgement of the life-cycle 
emissions generated by food consumption. This comment is 
acknowledged. The comment does not raise an environmental 
issue related to the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment 
will be included as part of the Final SEIR and made available 
to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the project. 
See also response to comments O13-3 and O13-7. 

O13-16 This comment states that the CAP should include strategies 
that would shift County foodservice institutions away from 
animal-based diets and help to reduce food waste. The 
comment summarizes the points noted in previous comments. 
Certain recommendations from this comment have been 
added as supporting efforts to the CAP (see updated GHG 
Reduction Measures T-1.2 and T-1.3). See also response to 
comment O19-3. The comment does not raise an 
environmental issue related to the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. 
The comment will be included as part of the Final SEIR and 
made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision 
on the project.  
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O13-17 This comment states that the organization would like to see a 
discussion about the relationship between food systems and 
community resiliency. This comment is acknowledged. The 
comment does not raise an environmental issue related to the 
adequacy of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included as 
part of the Final SEIR and made available to the decision 
makers prior to a final decision on the project. 
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O13-18 This comment suggests a methodology to consider if the 
County were to pursue GHG emissions tracking based on food 
production. This comment is acknowledged. The comment 
does not raise an environmental issue related to the adequacy 
of the Draft SEIR. The comment will be included as part of the 
Final SEIR and made available to the decision makers prior to 
a final decision on the project. 
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O13-19 This comment provides suggestions about how to educate the 
public about the climate and water footprint of different types 
of food. This comment is acknowledged. The comment does 
not raise an environmental issue related to the adequacy of the 
Draft SEIR. The comment will be included as part of the Final 
SEIR and made available to the decision makers prior to a final 
decision on the project. 

 

 


