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Dear Valued Customer, 

In an effort to help with the housing crisis, the County of San Diego has developed pre-approved 
building plans for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). These plans have been designed and 
reviewed to ensure compliance to the California Building Code by staff. These plans are 
provided at no cost for customers. They have been designed to work anywhere in the 
unincorporated communities of San Diego County. Two sets of plans have been completed at 
this time, one for a 600 square foot home, and one for a 1,200 square foot home. Additional 
sizes and layouts will be developed throughout the year. 

Since each property is unique, these plans are approximately 85% complete. It will be up to the 
individual property owner to complete the plans, based on the specific site. It is anticipated that 
many customers may take these plans to work with a contractor or other professional to finalize 
them with the few remaining components. 

We understand that the plans and forms provided can be complicated if you are not familiar with 
the building process. We are here to help. We've set up a website that has additional information 
on AD Us at https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/ADU. If you would like to speak with us, we've set 
up a phone line for general questions at (858) 495-5382. We will be checking messages daily, 
and return calls within 24 hours. We are also available through e-mail at 
PDS.ADUquestions@sdcounty.ca.gov, or you may visit us here at our office. 

The attached form PDS 607 will help you to complete the plans so that they will be ready 
for final approval. Some of the work that will still need to be completed includes the following 
items that are dependent on the specific site and orientation of the ADU: 

• Site plan (Form PDS090)
• Stormwater Best Management Practices Standard SWQMP
• Energy calculations (Calcerts)
• Truss design from a truss manufacturer based on County plans.

A tool that may be helpful, is our property summary report for your lot. This report will provide 
you with general information that will assist you in your next steps towards permitting an ADU 
(or building). This report is available at the following website: 

https://publicservices.sdcounty.ca.gov/CitizenAccess/ 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/pds/bldg/adu_info/pds607.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/pds/docs/pds090.pdf
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/ADU
mailto:PDS.ADUquestions@sdcounty.ca.gov
https://publicservices.sdcounty.ca.gov/CitizenAccess/





