Jacumba Valley Ranch (JVR) Energy Park Project; PDS2018-MUP-18-022

Please note this project is currently out for NOP review, which ends April 8th, 2019.

Wildlife Agency Request: 
The County is requesting an Interim Review with USFWS and CDFW to identify and address biological resource issues. 

Project Location: Jacumba 

Project Description:        
The Project is a Major Use Permit for the development of a solar energy project on approximately 2,200 acres. The project will include an approximately 100 megawatt (MW) photovoltaic solar electrical generation facility, with an on-site project substation, and a current underground collection system linking the inverters to the on-site substation. A 138 kilovolt (kV) overhead and underground transmission line (gen-tie) will connect on-site and to a San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) 138 kV switchyard adjacent to the on-site collector substation. The substation will be utilized to transfer power from the on-site collector substation to the SDG&E 138 KV transmission line that traverses the proposed project. The 138 kV switchyard will be designed, constructed, and operated by SDG&E. The approximately 20 MW battery energy storage system will be located throughout the project site, in 26 self-contained, 6,800-square foot containers housing lithium-ion batteries. 

The primary access to the project site will be provided via an improved access road from Old Highway 80. Additional access points will be provided off of Carrizo Gorge Road. Interior site roads will be constructed, as suitable, for fire access roads. The project is located in the Draft East County Multiple Species Conservation Program (MSCP) area and the site is predominantly outside of the designated Focused Conservation Area.
Discussion Items: 
Interim Review of the project, in accordance with the Interim Review Process (Exhibit B) of the Planning Agreement, Procedures, Item 3, the County and Project Applicant are looking for comments on:
· List of concerns related to negative impacts on the biological resources which the Wildlife Agencies believe could occur from the project as proposed, and the agency’s assessment as to whether those impacts have the potential to conflict with the preliminary conservation objectives in the Planning Agreement;
· List of any additional studies on specific species which the Wildlife Agencies believes are necessary;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]List of any project alternatives, mitigation measures, or studies which the Wildlife Agencies believe should be considered in the environmental review process; and
· Guidance on anticipated Wildlife Agency permits required for the project, including permit requirements and processing guidance.

JVR Attachments:
1. Figure 1-1: Project Location
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