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Letter O-3 – League of Women Voters 

O-3-1  The County acknowledges and appreciates the comment. The comment will be included as part of 
the FEIR and considered by the decision makers. The comment provides introductory information 
concerning the conservation and preservation goals and positions of the League of Women Voters 
. However, the information does not raise any issue or include any substantive comment with 
regard to the adequacy of the DEIR. For that reason, the County provides no further response to 
this comment. 

O-3-2  The comment provides factual information concerning the proposed Project, including a 
description of the Project’s discretionary project approvals. As a correction to the comment, the 
Project will require a General Plan Amendment and a Rezone, but is not proposing a Specific 
Plan Amendment. Instead, the proposed Project contemplates a Specific Plan, which is available 
for public review and inspection on the County’s Otay Ranch Village 13 website 
(http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/ceqa/OtayRanchVillage13.html). In addition, 
the proposed Project proposes two Tentative Maps for Areas A and B, and those maps are 
available for public review and inspection on the same website. Subsequent to the public review 
of the 2015 DEIR, a new alternative, Alternative H, was introduced as a result of coordination 
with the Wildlife Agencies. Alternative H is now the alternative being presented to the Board of 
Supervisors. Additional information on Alternative H can be found in Chapter 4.0 of the 2019 
Recirculation Package, which was made available for public review in the spring of 2019. The 
comment does not raise any issue or include any substantive comment with regard to the 
adequacy of the DEIR. For that reason, the County provides no further response to this comment. 

O-3-3 As the comment expresses general opposition to the proposed Project but does not raise any 
particular issue concerning the adequacy of the DEIR, the County provides no further response to 
this comment. 

O-3-4  The comment does not address the analysis in the DEIR but expresses the commenter’s opinion 
regarding the Project site’s value as habitat for golden eagle and other wildlife species. The 
comment also states that, in the commenter’s opinion, the Project violates the MSCP conditions 
relating to golden eagle. The comment, however, does not identify which condition of the MSCP 
would be violated. Finally, the comment asserts that wildlife habitat and corridors will be 
fragmented by the Project.  

The County appreciates the comment but disagrees with the positions and opinions expressed 
therein. The EIR evaluated the project’s impacts on the golden eagle and QCB, both on a project-
specific basis and on a cumulative basis, and determined that such impacts were not significant. 
This conclusion is supported by the MSCP itself, which determined that less than 10 percent of 
the Rancho San Diego/San Miguel Mountain golden eagle nesting territory would be affected 
even if Otay Ranch (including Village 13) and several other projects were built out entirely. Since 
that time, Village 13 has undergone a significant redesign to increase the preserve areas onsite 
supporting both golden eagle and QCB habitat. The DEIR, Section 2.3.3, analyzed cumulative 
impacts with regard to QCB. The project was redesigned specifically to address QCB as noted in 
the Biological Resources Technical Report, Section 4, page 67, which states: "The primary goal 
of the boundary adjustment is to respond to the agencies’ request to provide for greater 
conservation of QCB, vernal pools and San Diego Fairy Shrimp. The Project applicants 
redesigned the project to achieve these conservation goals." 

Finally, the EIR also evaluated proposed Project-related impacts on other special-status species 
that have the potential to occur on or near the Project site. In addition, the EIR assessed the 
Project’s effects on wildlife habitat and corridors and found that the Project would not 
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significantly fragment such habitat or significantly impair any wildlife corridor. In fact, the 
redesign of the Project to reduce impacts to QCB habitat as well as the inclusion of oversized 
wildlife crossings underneath Otay Lakes Road and internal to the Project site will preserve 
wildlife movement through the Project site and improve the ability of wildlife to safely reach 
Lower Otay Lake and surrounding offsite Preserve lands. 

For additional information, see Global Response 2: Golden Eagle. 

O-3-5  The County acknowledges and appreciates the comment. The comment will be included as part of 
the FEIR and considered by the decision makers. The comment provides concluding remarks, 
including the general statement that the proposed Project is “unacceptable” to the League of 
Women Voters of San Diego County and that the League urges the County to deny the proposed 
Project. However, the comment does not raise any issue or include any substantive comment with 
regard to the adequacy of the DEIR. For that reason, the County provides no further response to 
this comment.  

  


