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PUBLIC DISCLOSURE NOTICE
INTENT TO ADOPT FINDINGS PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 15162 AND 15164 OF THE
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

April 21, 2022

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the County of San Diego Intends to adopt findings in accordance
with the California Environmental Quality Act Sections 15162 and 15164 for the following project.
The proposed findings and the associated analysis can be reviewed at
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds/ceqa public review.html. Under this process, public review is
not required however any comments received will be accepted and taken into consideration.
Comments on these findings must be sent to the PDS address listed above and should reference
the project number and name.

RUGGED SOLAR, PDS2017-MUP-12-007W1, PDS2017-MUP-12-007TE, PDS2017-ER-12-21-
005A

The applicant, Rugged Solar LLC, is seeking an extension and modification to Major Use Permit
PDS2017-MUP-12-007, which was approved by the Board of Supervisors on October 14, 2015. The
Rugged Solar Project was one of four individual solar energy projects analyzed in the Soitec Solar
Development Program EIR (PEIR), which was certified by the County Board of Supervisors on
October 14, 2015. The 764-acre Rugged Solar project site is located north of Interstate 8, east of
Ribbonwood Road and is bisected by McCain Valley Road, in the community of Boulevard, within
unincorporated San Diego County. The applicant proposes to reduce the development footprint of
the Approved Project site from 498 acres to approximately 391 acres. The Proposed Project would
produce up to 74 megawatts (MW) of solar energy from single-axis photovoltaic (PV) trackers and
would not utilize the concentrating photovoltaic (CPV) dual-axis technology as originally proposed
for the Approved Project. Due to the Proposed Project’s change in technology from CPV dual-axis
trackers to PV single-axis trackers, the height of the solar array would be reduced from approximately
30 feet to approximately seven feet, with a maximum panel height of 12 feet, under the Proposed
Project. The Proposed Project would include a larger on-site collector substation that would increase
the size of the substation from 6,000 square feet under the Approved Project to 26,000 square feet.
Grading for the Proposed Project would increase from 28,410 cubic yards of balanced cut and fill to
75,000 cubic yards of balanced cut and fill. Upon completion, the Proposed Project would be
remotely monitored.

Comments on the proposed findings and associated analysis must be received no later than May
23, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. (a 30-day public disclosure period).

For  additional information, please  contact Regina  Ochoa by e-mail at
regina.ochoa@sdcounty.ca.gov or at (619) 323-8090.
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