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No. 17 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1986
RAM'S HILL COUNTRY CLUB SPECIFIC PLAN (SP80-01)

AS MODIFIED BY SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT 86-006

, seconded by Supervisor Bi1brayON MOTION of Supervisor Bailey
the following resolution is adopted:

WHEREAS, DiGiorgio Corporation, (hereinafter referred to as "app1 icant"),
submitted an application for the Ram's Hill Country Club Specific Plan (SP80-
01) on January 24, 1979, for consideration by the Planning Commission and the
Board of Supervisors, pursuant to Board of Supervisors' Policy I-59, "Large,
Scale Project Review," adopted on August 26, 1975; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, pursuant to Government Code Section
65507 and Board of Supervisors' Policy 1-62 initiated Specific Plan (SP80-0l)
on August 1, 1978, and referred said proposed plan to the Planning Commission
for report; and

WHEREAS, a Specific Plan known as Ram's Hill Country Club (SP80-0l) has
been prepared for an area comprising approximately 3,140 acres is located in
the South Borrego Valley Area; and

WHEREAS, said Specific Plan is based upon the County General Plan "Specific
Plan 0.5" designation as adopted by the Supervisors on November 29, 1976; and

WHEREAS, said Specific Plan provides for the systematic execution of the
General Pian as adopted by the Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, said Specific Plan complies with the provisions of Board Policy
I-59; and

WHEREAS, the applicant submitted concurrently with the original specific
plan a tentative subdivision map (TM 4053), major use per:nits (P79-130, P79-
131, and P79-132), and a rezone (R79-80) which will allow for the systemtatic
development of the Specific Plan; and

WHEREAS, the tentative and final maps shall be in substantial conformance
with the specific plan map, the streets and lot lines may be adjusted to meet
the technical requirements set forth in said tentative and final maps and that
in the event a lot or lots are eliminated through final design, said lot or
lots can be relocated elsewhere wit~in the current Specific Plan area; and

,W,HEREAS, theappltcant ·n.as,submitted an aoplicant for an amendment to
the Ram's .Rill Coun.tr-y'C.lub,..Specinc "P,l:anon:~ul.x 11, 1986 for cons iderat ion
by the Pl.ann'ingCommiss·ion':.andthe:Soard of Supervisors pursuant to,Board of
Superv isor-sPo-l.tcy.I-59, "Large Si:'ale:P.rciject.Review"; adopted on August 26;-c1975; and .. ..:~. ' . . ' .

.....
. . ;.:; . ;:- ..

, WHEREAS ,the appl tcant. has submltted concurrently-with SPA-a6-006 a rezone
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WHEREAS SPA-86-006 modifies the configuration and location for various
land uses with the Ram's Hill Country Club Specific Plan but does not provide
for an increase in the overall residential density of the Specific Plan as
described on both the map and in the revised text dated October, 1986; and

WHEREAS, the Specific Plan as amended designated approximately 559.4 acres
for residential uses with open space, 25 acres for a hotel and tennis complex,
13 acres for a clinic, 346 acres for a golf course, 8 acres for the country
club and golf pavillion, 17 acres for water reclamation facilities, 3 acres
for a fire station, 3 acres of public roads, 30 acres of commercial use, approximately
313 acres of future planning areas and 1832 acres for permanent open· space;
and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors finds that said plan as originally adopted
and as amended by SPA-86-006 provides for the reasonable development of this
area of the County included in the plan; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the County of San Diego to reqUire:
1. The submission of subdivision maps and the review of site design

and improvements that can be implemented through Division 1, Title
8 of the County Code, Subdivision of Land; and

2. The filing of a grading plan for the project with all tentative maps
where the grading is to be performed in accordance with applicable
standards; and

3. Assurance that all other public services required will be prOVided.
4. The processing of a specific plan amendment pursuant to Board of

Supervisors Policy I-59, in the event that a modification is requested
to a preViously approved specific plan.

WHEREAS, the applicant has stated the intent to:
1. Prepare approximately 450 acres of land for the construction of 1570

residences at a gross density of 3 dwelling units per acre, and approximately
546 acres for various other uses; and

2. Ensure that such preparation be done in accordance with all applicable
adopted plans, programs, ordinance and policies; and

3. Phase the development in accordance with circulation, marketing and
the availability of public services and facilities; and

4. Dedicate land and prOVide reqUired improvements to Circulation Element
roads affecting the external boundaries of the property in accordance
with County standards; and
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6.

Rezone the property from the S80, S88, RRO.5 and RS3 Use Regulations
to the R-S-3, R-V-6, R-R-O.5, C-36, and S-80 Use Regulations prior
to development; and
Preserve the natural topography and characteristics of the property
as much as it is feasible by means of open space for the more sensitive
areas.

5.

WHEREAS the Planning Commission has recommended that your Board find that
the Environmental Impact Report certified on May 7, 1980 and the Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report dated October 23, 1986 adequately address the impacts
associated with SP-A86-006 and find that the Supplemental Impact Report is
complete and in compliance with the provision of the California Environmental
Quality Act; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission on November 7, 1986, by a vote of 6 to
o recommended to the Board of Supervisors that they approve said Specific Plan
Amendment; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors hereby makes
the following findings:

1. On October 18, 1979 the Environmental Review Board recommended the
Environmental Impact Report prepared for this project q~ certified
as being complete and in compliance with the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act and found that this project will have significant
and not mitigable impacts on solid waste disposal and traffic access
into the Borrego Valley, potentially significant and not mitigable
radio noise impacts, significant and unresolved air quality, visual
and cumulative impacts, and significant but mitigable impacts on
valley circulation, archaeological and biological resources, public
services, grading, flood hazard, ,sewage disposal, seismic hazard
and dark sky and not significant impacts on short-term water avail-
ability.

2. On November 7, 1986 the Planning Commission by a vote of 6 to 0 (Montelongo
absent) reported to the Board of Supervisors recommending that the
Board certify that the Environmental Impact Report is complete and
in compliance with the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act and'that the Board approve said Specific Plan Amendment
(SPA-86-006). The Planning Commission reported that the project
will not have significant impacts to Land Use, Climate/Air Quality
and Visual Resources and that the following environmental issues
will have significant but mitigable impacts on Biological and Archaeo-
logical Resources, Groundwater, Flooding/Hydrology, Landforms/Soils/
Geology/Geologic Hazards, Noise, Traffic, Public Services and Dark
Skies; and further reported that SPA-86-006 is consistent with Policy
I-59 and GPA76-02 because the Specific Plan assures that necessary
public services, such as water, sewer, access roads and police pro-
tection will be adequately prOVided.
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3. It is found, determined and certified that the attached Environmental
Impact Report has been completed in compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act and the State Quidelines and that this
Board has reviewed and considered the information contained in said
report dated October 23, 1986 as well as other facts and evidence
of record in these proceedings.

4. This Specific Plan and project, in accordance with the attached Environ-
mental Impact Report will have the following impacts on the environment:
a. Short-Term Groundwater Availability impacts are insignificant

because it has been demonstrated that there is a reasonable
expectancy of an adequate short-term water supply.

b. Long-Term Groundwater Availability impacts are potentially significant
but mitigated by completion of a groundwater study by the USGS,
approval of a groundwater management plan by the Board of Supervisors,
and implementation of the grondwater management plan by the
appropriate public agency. This proposed amendment will reduce
aquifer life from 525 to 425 years (if projected future demand
and recharge continue at the levels assumed). This is seen
as a significant yet acceptable impact given the length of remaining
aquifer life. This project proposes stringent water conservation
measures to preserve this finite resource.

c. Air Quality impacts are insignificant because the low level
of projected emissions from this project interacting with the
unique meteorological conditions i~ the Borrego Valley are not
expected to adversely affect air quality.

d. Radio Noise impacts are within the responsibility and jurisdiction
of another public agency (the FCC) and not the agency (San Diego
County) making the finding. Implementation of a radio qUiet
zone around Clark Lake Radio Observatory is proposed to be adopted
by the FCC at this time.

e. Traffic Access Imoact Into Borreoo Vallev are insignificant
because the level of traffic to be added to access roads as
a result of the project will not adversely impact the level
of service.

f. Cumulatve Imoacts are insignificant because, although the project
will cause a change in Borrego Valley, the development of 1,570
dwelling units was approved in concept with the approval of
SP-80-01 and no changes in intensity are being proposed by this.

g. Valley Circulation impacts are significant but mitigated by
the conditions of approval set forth herein requiring the upgrading
of the two County Circulation Element Roads (Borrego Springs
Road and Yaqui Pass Road) to County standards.
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h. Archaeoloaical impacts are significant but mitigated by the
conditions of approval -set forth herein, requiring dedication
of an open space easement in the southwest portion of- the property
in order to preserve a significant archaeological resource.

i. Bioloaical impacts are significant but mitigated by the conditions
as set forth herein, requiring dedication of open space easements
in order to preserve the sensitive biological resources and
wildlife habitats in the northern and southwestern portions

-of the specific plan area.
j. Public Service impacts are significant but mitigated by the

conditions of approval set forth herein, providing for (1) the
collection of fees for liquid waste disposal at the on-site
reclamation facility; and (2) financial contributions by the
developer for the construction and maintenance of a future on-
site fire station and staffing of the station for one year.

k. Gradina impacts are significant but mitigated by the conditions
of approval set forth herein, in that cut and fill slopes will
not exceed 30 feet and the land to be graded is generally under
6 percent in grade. The steeper areas would be designated as
estate lots where grading would be done only for roads, pads
and drainage.

1. Flood Hazard impacts are significant but mitigated by the conditions-
of approval as set forth herein in that they require the design
and installation of a series of swales and desilting/detention
basins to the satisfaction of the Director, Department of Public
Works. These features are proposed as an addition to the existing
flood control channels.

m. Sewaae Disposal impacts are significant but mitigated by the
conditions of approval as set forth herein, requiring the Rams
Hill project to pay fees sufficient to provide for the planned
expansion of the Rams Hill treatment plant.

n. Seismic Hazard impacts are significant but mitigated by the
conditions of approval as set forth herein, requiring on-site
geologic/soil studies prior to implementation of the Specific
Plan Amendment and obtaining any grading permits to ensure appropriate
soil treatment, foundation and structural design.

o, Dark Sky impacts are significant but mitigated by the conditions
of approval as set forth herein, which ensure compliance with
the San Diego County Ordinance (No. 6990-~ew Series). As outlined
in the ErR, specific measures will be taken to minimize the
amount of ultraviolet radiation emitted by outdoor light fixtures
and to avoid emitting undesirable light toward nearby observatories.
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p. Solid Waste impacts are significant but mitigated because the
proposal will only incrementally decrease life expectancy of
the solid waste disposal site in Borrego and when the County
identifies the need to identify a new landfill site the developer
will cooperate with the County's policies regarding solid waste.
Visual impacts are insignificant because the design of the project
will blend with adjacent development and other uses in the BorregoValley.

q •.

5. This Specific Plan and the project will have overriding social and
economic benefits for the County of San Diego and the community ofBorrego Springs.
The facts in support of Finding (5) are as follows:
a. The Specific Plan and the project include a Scripps .Sate11ite

Medical Clinic which will provide much needed primary and emer-
gency medical care in the Borrego Valley.

b. The Specific Plan and the project will help to provide· a sufficient
year-round population needed to support essential businesses
in the Borrego Valley and, accordingly, will assist in the develop-
ment of a viable economic base for the community •..

c. The Specific Plan Amendment and the project will offer a range
of recreational facilities, including a golf course, resort
hotel and tennis facilities that are needed in the Borrego com-munity.

d. The Specific Plan and the project will provide tourist facilities,
currently unavailable to State Park visitors, such as the hotel,
and the development will provide a protective transition area
along the State Park boundary.

e. The Specific Plan and the project, by providing a new fire station,
will benefit adjacent areas of the Borrego Valley due to increasedfire protection services.

6. On November 7, 1986 the Planning Commission by a vote of 6 to 0 reported
to the Board of Supervisors recommending that the Board certify the
Environmental Impact Report dated October 18, 1979, and the Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report dated October 23, 1986 and found that
there were no significant impacts that were not mitigab1e and that
the amended Specific Plan would not have any new significant impacts
noy considered in the previous Environmental Impact Report and Supple-mental Environmental Impact Report.

7. On December-Ul, 1986 the Board of Supervisors certified the Environ-
mental Impact Report dated October 18, 1979 and the Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report dated October 23, 1986, and found that
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there were no significant impacts that were' not mitigable and that
the amended Specific Plan would not have any new significant impacts
not considered in the previous Environmental Impact Report and Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report.

8. This Board has considered said Specific Plan as amended and the recom-
mendations and findings of the Planning Commission, the Department
of Planning and Land Use, the County Department of Public Works,
the Director of Park Development Division, the Director of Public
Heatlh, the Director of the Department of Sanitation and Flood Control,
the Environmental Review Board,. LAFCO, the Borrego Fire Protection
District, the Borrego Water District, and the Borrego Springs Unified
School District with respect thereto and has determined that the
conditions enumerated in this Resolution of Approval are necessary
to insure that the Specific Plan and the implementation thereof will
confirm to all policies, ordinances, plans, rules, standards and
improvement and design requirements of San Diego County.

9. The Specific Plan as amended and the project are consistent with
the San Diego County General Plan and Desert Subregional Plan.
The facts supporting Findings (9) are as follows:
a. The project conforms, as set forth in Staff Analy~is, to the

Open Space Element because it provides for a total of 1,832
acres of natural open space; 1,600 acres are reqUired. This
natural open space will provide a transition between the Rams
Hill property and the adjacent state park property, and protects
various biological and archaeological resources. Additional
open space will be provided by the two golf courses.

b. The project conforms to the Land Use Element because it is consistent
with the Desert Special Study area designation of the Regional
Growth Management Plan, the Growth Management Plan, the "Specific
Plan Areas, 0.50" designation of the County General Plan, exhibit
Map "C-g" adopted by the Board of Supervisors as part of GPA76-
02. The appropriate services agencies have written letters
to confirm service availability.

c. The project conforms to the Circulation Element because the
project will provide for improvements to Yaqui Pass Road and
Borrego Springs Road both of which are County Circulation Element
Roads. These facilities will be improved to meet County standards.

d. The project conforms, as set forth in Staff Analysis, to the
Recreation Element because even though there are no regional
or local parks, riding and/or hiking trails in the Borrego area
the proposal provides for various types of recreation such as
tenniS, swimming and golf.
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e. The project conforms, as set forth in Staff Analysis and as
a result of mitigation measures incorporated into this project
as conditions, to the Seismic Safety Element. As discussed
in the Specific Plan, proper structural design, grading according
to recommendations and planting of exposed and manufactured
slopes will mitigate potential impacts.

f. The project conforms, as set forth in Staff Analysis, to the
Scenic Highway Element. , Although none of the Scenic Highway
Element routes are in close proximity to the subject property
the proposal will retain major open space areas, underground'
major utilities, and require bUildings to be designed'to blend
in color and form with the surrounding desert.

g. The project conforms, as set forth in Staff Analysis and as
a result of mitigation measures incorporated into this project
as conditions, to the Public Safety Element as follows: (1)
the provision of access to the project by the Borrego Springs
Fire Protection District and the provision of a future fire
station site on the property; (2) review of the proposal by
the Sheriff's Department and their ability to provide crime
prevention services as well as the use of restricted access
and on-site security personnel to reduce impacts upon this Depart-
ment; (3) the project has already greatly improveq,emergency
services in the area with the on-site satellite medical clinic
of the Scripps Clinic which provides emergency medical services.

h. The project conforms to the Noise Element because no significant
noise problems impacting the project have been identified, no
radio transmitter is planned as part of the project, and any .
radio ~oise can be mitigated by action of the FCC. Although'
no significant noise impacts are expected to result from implemen-
tation of the proposal the noise protection easements shown
on the specific plan map are provided to mitigate any potential
noise impacts above 60 CNEL noise level. Any future development
in these areas will be subject to site plan review and noise
analysis.

i. The project substantially conforms, as set forth in Staff Analy-
sis, to the Housing Element in that it will assist in widening
the housing market in Borrego Valley by providing a mixture
of housing types, costs and designs.

j. The project conforms to the Conservation Element because mitigating
measures are incorporated for flood control, wildlife, erosion,
archaeology and dark skies issues, and because the developer
has demonstrated the ,adequacy of the groundwater supply. The
mitigation measures for the Conservation Element include but
are not limited to the following: (1) the development of a
comprehensive water conservation program for the golf course;
(2) the provision of reclaimed wastewater for golf course irri-
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gation; (3) the development of proposed drainage swales and
detention basins incorporated into the design of the golf course;
(4) use of desert type drought tolerant plants for landscaping;
(5) preservation of significant biological habitat areas within
the open space easement; (6) the clustering of development in
the gently sloping area of the property; (7) use of specific
types of outdoor lighting to mitigate potential dark skies im-
pacts; and (8) provision of a detailed cultural resources analysis
and the use of open space easements in the conservation of signifi-
cant cultural resources.

k. The project conforms, as set forth in Staff Analysis, to the
Energy Element in that solar energy will be used for space heating,
pool heating and water heating wherever feasible.

10. The Specific Plan as amended and the project comply with all provisions
of Board Policy I-59.
The facts supporting Finding (10) above are as follows:
a. The project, as set forth in Staff Analysis, is consistent with

all existing State laws and local ordinances as set forth in
Tentative Map TM 4613 Finding (1) and (2) incorporated herein
by reference.

b. As set forth in Finding (9), incorporated by reference herein,
the project conforms to the adopted General Plan Elements.

c. The project, as set forth in Staf~ Analysis, is compatible with
adjacent development because it provides 1,832 acres of natural
open space that buffer and protect the large, generally unimproved
residential estate parcels located to the north, east and west
of the project site, and the Anza Borrego Desert State Park'
located to the south. The resort uses are compatible with the
Casa del Zorro Resort also located to the north.

d. The project, as set forth in Staff Analysis, is compatible with
the Regional Growth Management Plan, including the Desert Special
Study area designation and the Groundwater Policy for the fol-
lowing reasons: (1) the density proposed is consistent with
the 21SPA 0.5 designation and (2) stringent water conservation
measures are being implemented as an integral component of this
specific plan amendment.

e. The project, as set forth in the text of the SpeCific Plan,
assures that all public services and facilities, including water,
sewer, access roads, policy and fire protection will be adequately
prOVided as is stated in the service letters prOVided by the
appropriate agencies and included in the specific plan.
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11. The Specific Plan as amended and the project provide for the systematic
execution of the General Plan as adopted by the Board of Supervisors.
The facts supporting Finding (11) above are as follows:
All the facts that support Finding (9) and (10) incorporated by reference
herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED the Board of Supervisors hereby
adoots the Ram's Hill Country Club Specific Plan (SP80-01) and Specific Plan

Amendment (SP·A86-006) which consists of 3,140 acres.
BE IS RESOLVED this Board requires the following conditions be imposed

upon the development applications filed in order to implement the Ram's Hill
Country Club Specific Plan (SP80-01) and Specific Plan Amendment (SP-A86-006):.

1. The Ram's Hill Country Club Specific Plan shall consist of a map
entitled "Specific Plan Amendment" and a text being comprised of
both the original Specific Plan document and the Ram's Hill Country
Club Specific Plan text as dated October, 1986.

2. The development of the site, consisting of approximately 3,140 acres
(including 1,832 acres of open space), shall be limited to the construc-
tion of 1570 dwelling units, a commercial site, a 350 room hotel complex,
two golf courses, tennis facilities, clinic, fire station, water treat-
ment plant, various accessory and open ?pace uses.

3. The development shall be phased in accordance with the availability
of public services and facilities.

4. Prior to Final Map approval the property shall be rezoned to the
5-80, C-36, R-V-6, R-S-3, R-R-0.5, and Use Regulations.

5. Prior to the issuance of any bUilding permits, the applicant shall
provide documentation of sufficient capacity of all basis public
services including: water, fire protection, sewer, etc., required
to adequately serve the projected population of this Specific Plan.

6. Grading shall be performed in accordance with an approved tentative
subdivision map, tentative parcel map, or major use permit.

7. The Circulaton System of the Specific Plan area shall be designed,
reviewed and implemented in accordance with gUidelines and directives
of the County Department of Public Works.

8. Single-family residential lots shown on the Specific Plan shall not
be redivided to create additional building sites.
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9. Prior to approval by the Board of Supervisors of any Final Map, LAFCO
shall authorize the latent powers of the Borrego Water District toprovide sewer service.

10. Prior to approval by the Board of Supervisors of the final map, the
project area (excluding permanent open space area, and, at developer's
option, the estate lot area) shall be annexed into Borrego Water
District for water and sewer service.

11. SubdiVision map· design shall be in conformance to policy, goals,
and standards of the Department of Public Works.

12. The. resolution of approval of tentative maps filed pursuant to this
Specific Plan shall contain the following condition: "All buildings
constructed in this subdivision shall be connected to the public
sewer system of Borrego Water District, with the exception of estate
lots of 2 acres or larger and golf course restrooms."

13. Section 81.402(b) of the Subdivision Ordinance is waived to allow all
units arid final maps within the boundaries of SP80-0l and as amended
by SP-A86-006 to have private road access to their lots and.subdivision.
Said roads giving access to future subdivisions and conventional single-
family lots shall meet County road Width, right-of-way and structural
strength standards. Road and right-of-way widths shown· on the approved
Tentative Map 4613 are considered as complying with this condition
for the purpose of future subdiVision of large PO lots (Lot #1 within
Unit 1; Lots #200 and #201 of Unit 7) of that tentative map.

14. Prior to approval of any final map for this specific plan by the
Board of Supervisors, 100 square feet of solar access shall be assuredfor each bUilding site.

15. This Specific Plan as amended and accompanying applications shall
be subject to the following dedication and improvement requirements
for circulation element roads to the satisfaction of Department ofPublic Works.

a. SP 190 (Borrego Springs Road) Specific Plan Area:
Dedication:

84 With Phase 1 offer to dedicate to a width of
feet plus slope rights. An additional 12 feet
will be required for a left turn pocket into
northerly Rams Hill entrances.

Improvement: 84 feet graded area With 64 feet of A.C. pavement
and necessary drainage structures with Phase
2 of the project. Construct left turn lane 200feet long westbound.
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b. SA 190 (Borrego Springs Road) from the northwest boundary of
the Specific Plan and to its intersection with Yaqui Pass Road.
Dedication: With Phase 1 cause to be dedicated to a width

of 84 feet plus slope rights to extend slopes
and drainage facilities.

Improvement: 84 foot graded width 64 feet of A.C. pavement
and necessary drainage structures with Phase
2 of the project.

c. SF 1406 (Yaqui- Pass Road) adjacent to the Specific P1an Area:
Dedication: Dedicate and/or cause to be dedicated to a width

of 84 feet of right-of-way plus the rights to
extend slopes and drainage facilities for Phase
I development. An additional 12 feet will be
needed for the required left turn pocket at Rams
Hill Road. With Phase II dedicate a one half
width of 50 feet plus the rights to extend slopes
and drainage faciliteis.

Improvements: Phase I, provide 84 foot graded road section
with 64 feet of A.C. pavement and-necessary dainage
structures. Provide adaditional 12 foot of A.C.
for 1 200 foot long southbound left turn pocket
at Rams Hill Road. With Phase II, widen this
road to Major Road. standards.

d. SF 1406 (Yaqui Pass Road) offsite from the northwesterly Specific
Plan Area to the intersection with Borrego Springs Road:
Dedication: With Phase I cause to be dedicated 84 feet of

right-of-way for road purposes. With Phase II
cause to be dedicated 100 feet of road right-
of-way.

Improvement: With Phase I construct roadway to 84 foot graded
section with 64 feet of A.C. pavement and necessary
drainage structures. With Phase 2 construct
roadway to Major Road Standards, with 100 foot
graded section and 84 feet of A.C. pavement.

1. Phase I is understood to mean the remaining undeveloped residential
subareas #9 through #18, as shown on the amended Specific Plan
Map (July 1986), and TM 4613.

2. Phase II is understood to mean development of the commercial
area in the northwest area of the amended Specirfic Plan Map
(July 1986).
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Prior to the occupancy of any bUildings in the area designated for
commercial use at the northwest intersection of Rams Hill Road and
Rams:Hill Drive the following conditions must be completed to the
satisfaction of the Director, Department of Public Works.
a. Construct a complete traffic signal with all associated pavement

widening of Yaqui Pass Road and Borrego Springs Road.
b. With Phase I and Phase II, contribute fair share costs of a

future traffic signal at the intersection of SR78 and Yaqui
Pass Road.

c .. With Phase I, provide for the installation of a metal barrier
rail along certain sections of Yaqui Pass Road south of the
project.

16. Prior to implementing the Specific Plan Amendments and obtaining
any grading permits, the applicant shall conduct on site geologic/soil
studies to the satisfaction of the Director, Department of Public
Works to ensure appropriate soil treatment, foundation and structural
design of proposed developments. (EIR) .

17. As a condition of the Specific Plan Amendment and implementing major
use permits, the applicant shall mitigate the potentia) impacts of
outdoor lighting fixtures to dark skies by complying with the San
Diego County Ordinance (No. 6990-New Series). The primary objectives
of this mitigation are to minimize the amount of ultraviolet radiation
emitted by outdoor light fixtures and to avoid emitting undesirable
light toward the observatories, particularly any light above the
horizontal plane. The following specific measures shall be taken
to this end:
All outdoor lighting fixtures shall be shaded on top so that all
light would shine downward. Cut-off luminaries shall be used which
emit no light aove 90 degrees, thereby eliminating unwanted light
scattering into the atmosphere. The golf course shall not be lighted
at night. Tennis courts shall be lighted only for a limited period
each night. Cut-off luminaries using high pressure solium lamps
with flood light configuration shall be used to light the tennis
courts. In addition to using the proper lamp type and shielding,
the outdoor lighting for the pools, outside club house facilities
and tennis courts shall be turned off from 11 pm. to sunrise. (EIR)

18. The applicant shall show eVidence to the satisfaction of Director
of Planning and Land Use that school availability letters are available

. for the project. (EIR)
19. The applicant shall show evidence to the satisfaction of Director

of Planning and Land Use that provision has been made for developer's
contribution of funds or equipment as deemed necessary by Borrego
Springs Fire Department to maintain adequate fire protection services
for the project. (EIR)
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20. The applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of Director of
.Planning and Land Use (via Regional Water Quality Control Board and
County Health Department approval) that adequate, appropriate sewage
disposal facilities are available to serve the project. (ErR)

21. The applicant shall design appropriate flood control measures to
satisfaction of Director of Public Works, and Regional Water Quality
Control Board. (ErR)

22. As a condition of the Specific Plan as amended and as a condition
of all implementing Tentative Maps and Major Use Permits to the satis-
faction of Directors, of Planning and Land Use, and Department of
Pub ljc Works, and Environmental Analysis Coordinator: (ErR) ,
a. When landscaping plans are required as a standard part of a

discretionary permit for development of this project, drought
resistant and low water use plantings shall be emphasized and
a soil moisture override irrigation system shall be used.

b. Grading in the estate lots areas (2-5 acres) shall be limited
to that necessary for road drainage and pad construction.

23. Prior to implementing the Specific Plan Amendments, use and reliance
on the major use permit ....recordat ton of the Final Map or obtaining
any grading permits, the applicant shall grant to the County of San
Diego, open space easements, to the satisfaction of the Director,
Department of Planning and Land Use. These easements shall be as
shown on the amended specific plan map. The easements are intended
to protect biological resources and wildlife habitats in the northern
and southwestern portions of the specific plan area.
These easements preclude grading, placement of structures, or any
other thing, or vegetation addition or removal within the easement
area, except that vegetation may be selectively removed upon written
order of the appropriate fire control authority for the express purpose
of reducing an identified fire hazard and except that activities
reasonably necessary for the maintenance of the existing interceptor!
diversion dikes and channels in the easement areas shall be allowed.

24.' Prior to implementation of the Specific Plan Amendments, use and
reliance upon the major use permit, or recordation' of the Final Map,
the applicant shall to the satisfaction of the Director, Department
of Planning and Land Use:

Dedicate an open space easement over Cal:E:15:4 with suitable
prohibitions against any earth disturbances, excavation of roads,
drilling of wells, grading, or other activities which would
damage archaeo 1og ica l'site.
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25. Prior to granting any additional permits in the Noise Protection
Easements as shown on the Amended Specific Plan Map: site plans
will be required together with additional acoustical data bsed on
field tests. Studies shall include appropriate noise mitigation
measures to the satisfaction of Environmental Planning.

26. Prior to implementation of the Specific Plan Amendments, use and
reliance upon the major use permit, or obtaining any grading permits,
the applicant shall submit water conservation plans to the satisfaction
of the Director, Department of Planning and Land Use and County Hydro-
geologist. These plans shall be submitted in conjunction with land-
scaping plans required by the following water conservation"measures
incorporated into for two use permits for the golf course:

installation of the most efeficient plumbing and irrigation devices.
For the golf course, sprinkler heads will be controlled individually,
allowing course operators to deliver water where it is needed and
to avoid overwatering areas which do not dry out as rapidly. -Meteoro-
logical parameters such as temperature, winds and evapotranspiration
rate shall be keyed into a computer system to deliver appropriate
water quantities and to avoid the lower humidity periods of the day.
-- drought resistant plants will be used to the maximum extent feasible
for landscaping in common areas and in transition (non:~urf) areas
of the golf course. At a minimum, 28 percent of the golf course
acreage (approximately 95 acres) will be planted in drought resistant
desert type landscaping. Preference shall be given to the use of
native species. Non-native species may be used upon approval by
the Director of Planning and Land Use. -
-- reclaimed water from the wastewater treatment plant onsite will
be used to the maximum extent it is available in order to meet landscapingwater requirements.
-- provision for an annual report to be submitted to the County
Hydrogeologist documenting the status of water conservation plan
implementation, and setting forth water usage.

27. Section 51.501 et seq. of the San Diego County Code is waived insofar
as it might pertain to commercial or multiple residential lots created
in accordance with this Specific Plan.

28. All applicable subsequent discretionary implementing permits are
required to return to the Planning and Environmental Review Board.
(Not P79-130, or P79-l32J EIR
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PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego,
State of Cal ifornia this 10th day of December, 1986, by the following vote:

AYES: Supervisors Bi1bray, Bailey, Williams, and Eckert
NOES: Supervisors None

"ABSENT: Supervisor Golding
I

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
County of San Diego )

I, KATHRYN A. NELSON, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the County
of San Diego, State of California, hereby certify that I have compared the
foregoing copy with the original resolution passed and adopted by said Board,
at a regular meeting thereof, at the time and by the vote therein stated, which
original resolution is now on file in my office; that the same contains a full,
true and correct transcript therefrom and of the whole thereof •

. -Witnes.s my hand and the seal of sa id Board of Supervi sors th is 10th dayof December, 1986 (17).

KATHRYN A. NELSON
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

By Maria A. Tiscareno
Deputy

(SEAL)
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SUMMARY OF AMENDED SPECIFIC PLAN

Rams Hill Country Club is a 3.140.45 acre hotel and resort residential community
located in the Borrego Valley. The prooertv is designated as a Specific Planning
Area (SPA) on the County General Plan with an overall gross density of .5 dwelling
units per acre. Various commercial. public service and recreational uses are
allowed and development is roughly limited to the western one-half of the site.
Under the General Plan designation. 1.570 dwelling units and various other uses
could be constructed within that portion of the site designated for development.

In accordance with the SPA designation, a specific plan for Rams Hill Countrv Club
was prepared and adopted by the Board of Supervisors in May 1980. This Soecific
Plan (SP 80-01) detailed the development that could occur within a projected five
year period in accordance with Board Policy I-59. It allocated 780 of the total
1,570 dwelling units and various support uses on 611.65 acres. Approximately 1,600
acres were desi nated as 0 en s ace. The remainin land (928.8 acres) and units
790 units) were to be allocated at a later date. The initial S ecific Plan SP 80-01
was amended in May 1984 SP-A 83-05).

The purpose of this amendment is twofold. First. this amendment will respond to
changni market conditions that demand the opportunity for a greater variety of
product types and increased golf opportunities. Secondly, this amendment will
detail that development which could occur within the next five year period of time,
again in conformance with Board Policy I-59. This amendment will result in the
allocation of the remaining 790 units that were not covered by either SP 80-01 or
SP-A 83-05. In addition, this amendment will replan 269 units previously covered
bv SP 80-01 and SP-A 83-05. In short, this amendment will allocate a combined
total of 1 059 units. This allocation is based on 780 dwelJin units desi nated in
S ecific Plan (SP 80-01. 511 units of these 780 du's will remain as desi nated. 269
du's designated in SP 80-01 will be replanned. 790 additional new units will also be
allocated. The replanned 269 units and the new 790 units total 1,059 units which
are the subject of this amendment. Major changes incoroorated into this
amendment are explained in more detail below:

.h Assign density levels to areas designated Future Planning Areas (FPA's).

In addition. this amendment will re-allocate 269 dwelling units which were
previouslv designated as follows:

112 units -
125 units -

7 units -
25 units -

3 du's oer acre
6 du's per acre
11 du's oer acre
estate

In total, this amendment will allocate 1,059 dwelling units with 4-2units being
designated as estate. ~~3 units designated as 3 du's oer acre. and 58/1.units
designated as 6 du's oer acre.

5-1
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Table 1 summarizes both the adopted land uses and the land uses allowed by
this amendment.

Table 1
Comparison of Land Use for the Current Specific Plan

and the Complete Amended Specific Plan

Land Use
Residential:

Current Specific Plan
Dwelling Units Acres

Amended Specific Plan
Dwelling Units Acres

Wastewater Reclamation Facility
Fire Station Site
Clinic
ReSOrt Hotel Site
Country Club Site
Golf Pavilion
Tennis Center
Planned Development

(11 duos/acre)
Planned Development

(6 duos/acre)
Single Familv Detached

(3 du's/acre)
Estates

(.05du's/acre)
Golf Course
Commercial
Public Roads

16.67
TOO
12:78
T6.4O
4Ji9
D8
9.4.8

ll:2!
2b21

122.69
134.30
169.29

3.00

123

16.67
3.00

IDS
16.40
--;;:Q9

4..4.8
9.48

22.54.
163.43860

520
67

190.19
174.12
346.37

29.10
3JiO

Specific Plan Totals 611.65 995.65

Open Space 1,600.00 L832.16

Rams Hill Country Club:
TotalOwnershio 3.14.0.4.5

S-2
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This amendment results in the allocation of the entire number of units (1.570)
allowed on the property bv the existing General Plan. It also leaves
approximately 312 acres designated as FPA's with no density assigned. It is
anticipated that some projects will not attain the maximum density per-
mitted. and that some units will be "left over". Such "leftover" units. if they
occur. would eventually be developed in the approximately 313 acres of FPA's
designated by this amendment. The FPA's may therefore be regarded as a
"bank". Develo ment in the FPA's would be the sub°ect of a future
amendment{s which would be done in accordance with the following guide-
~
.h Density in any FPA would in no case exceed six (6) dwelling units per

~

2. Unused units would be allocated first to the FPA located south of
Scripps Clinic and adiacent to Yaqui Pass Road. second to the FPA
located east of the fire station site and north of the existing flood
control channel. third to the area northwest of the flood control
channel and southwest of Borrego Springs Road. and finallv to the area
north of Borrego Springs Road. Any remaining FPA's will become open
space.

3. The TM that allocates the last of the allowed 1,.570units will contain a
condition requiring the dedication of any remaining FPA's as ooen
space.

Alteration and expanSionof existing golf course facilities.

The Soecific Plan text identifies a 169-acre. 18-hole championshio ~olf
course which has been in operation and open to the public since October 1982.
This existing golf course encircles the planned development areas of the
Rams Hill Resort Comolex. This amendment would modifv the current
configuration of the golf course. adding 177 additional acres of golf use to
create two separate 18-hole courses on a total of 346 acres.

The proposed golf courses can be termed the North Course and the South
Course. The North Course will be comprised of 170 acres. including holes 1
through 9 of the existing course. and nine additional holes in this area. Some
minor :nodifications to the existing holes 1-9 will be required to accom-
modate the proposed changes to the North Course. In the process of
designing and planning these additional holes. some acreage previouslv
aoproved for residential developme~t will be included in the golf course. This
North Course facility is contiguous to both the future resort hotel site and
the existing golf pavilion. In conjunction with this Soecific Plan Amendment.
a Maior Use Permit (MUP P-86-062) is being processed for the North Course.
The existing q;olf oavilion which is located on the North Course. will be
included in this MUP. This is intended to 'be a public course serving visitors
and residents in the Borrego Valley.

The orooosed South Course will be comprised of 176acres. including holes 10-
18 of the existing course. incorporating minor modifications. and nine
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additional holes in this area. The South Course facility is located in the
southern portion of the specific plan area and is bounded bv residential lots.
An amendment to the existing golf course MUP (P79-l03W) is being processed
for the South Course. The South Course will serve as a membership golf
course for Rams Hill and other valley residents.

The Country Club site for the South Course will be located in the north-
western portion of the MUP area. Development of this lot is included in the
South Course MUP. It is anticipated that the South Course will be developed
prior to construction of the actual clubhouse on the Country Club site. Until
a clubhouse is constructed for the South Course. the existing golf pavilion and
parking facilities for the existing course will serve both the North Course and
the South Course. Based on the following parking standards. it is anticipated
that the approximately 144 spaces at the existing golf pavilion will be
adequate to serve both the North Course and the South Course:
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Assumptions for Parking Requirements
Average 8 persons/hole
36 holes
2 persons/car =
8 X 36 divided by 2 = 144 required oarking spaces.

In conjunction with this specific plan amendment. a D-designator has been
included in the zoning box for the Country Club site. requiring site plan
review for future develooment of the Country Club site. Such site plan
review would ensure that adequate parking facilities are provided in
conjunction with development of the Country Club site and that the site
design conforms with the remaining development within the specific plan

~

Shift in product type emphasis.

The new plan will continue to provide for a variety of product types including
patio homes in varying price ranges and additional fairwav and estate lots.
The market is anticipated to be similar to that currently underway. however.
as there is an extended build-out period. the plan provides for shifting of
units between various areas in response to changing market demands.

In place of large blocks of planned development appearing to be islands
surrounded by the golf course. the future lots are designed more as ribbons
along the fairwavs. The approved total of 1.570 dwelling units from 5P-A83-
05 remains unchanged.

4. Road changes.

The specific plan details all the road locations and entrances for the Rams
Hill Resort Complex. The oroposed changes are minor in scope and will aid in
the movement of vehicular traffic through the complex as well as provide
greater access to the ::>eripheral collectcr roads. The changes will also
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encourage traffic generated by the eastern portion of the complex to enter
and exit through the existing secondarv entrance to the Rams Hill develop-
ment, located on Kuhrts Road. This shift in traffic flow will assure easy
accessibility into and out of the development without congesting the main
entrance on Rams Hill Road.

Tentative Map.

A tentative map is being filed in conjunction with this Specific Plan
Amendment to redefine the area for the new South Golf Course and planned
development of adjacent fairway lots. Approximately 278 dwelling units
would be constructed in conjunction with implementation of the tentative
!!!!e:.

Zoning.

The current Specific Plan (SP-A83-05)designates 928= acres of land S-88 for
future planning. This amendment wouldallow for rezoning approximately 616
acres of these areas to conform with the densities detailed in this amended
specific plan. Other rezones include changes for previouslv deSignated
residential zones to ooen space for the expansion of the North Course, the
addition of 233 acres in permanent open space, and the designation of a 30';'
acre parcel in the northwest portion of the property as commercial. The
rezone package is being prepared and processed concurrently for the areas
contained in this amended specific plan.

Ooen Space.

This amendment increases the area designated as natural open soace from
1,600 acres (SP 80-01 and SP-A83-05) to approximately 1,832 acres. The
additional acreage is located in the southwest corner of the prooerty and in
the extreme northern portion of the site north of the wastewater treatment
plant.
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I., INTRODUCTION

A. Project Backgroundand GPA 7~

Rams"Hill Country Club is a hotel and residential resort project under development
by the DiGiorgio Development Corporation on a 3,140.45-acre parcel in the
Borrego Valley. The site is shown on the attached regional vicinity map, Figure 1,
and may also be found in the Thomas Brothers Map Book, page 402, coordinates,
5C, 5D, 6C and 60.

Plans for the development of the property, formerly referred to as the Borrego
South Slope Project, were first submitted to the County in April, 1974, as a Private
Development Plan (PDP). The PDP proposed development of the entire 3,140-acre
site at a density of one dwelling unit per acre. Proposed uses were generally the
same as those now existing or under construction and included a golf course, tennis
courts, a hotel, commercial area and residences.

During the processing of the project, several changes in applicable state law and
county ordinances caused a number of changes and delays in the review process.
Ultimately, the project was presented in a very modified form as part of General
Plan Amendment 76-02. That plan amendment limited development to one
dwelling unit per two acres and restricted development to the western half of the
site. This reduced the allowable units, density, and usable ground area by half from
the original PDP proposaL

The General Plan Amendment was unanimouslyadopted by the Board of Supervisors
on November 29, 1976. The plan ,amendment FeE!l'Ain! required the preparation and
approval of a specific plan for that portion of the project proposed for development
within five years.

The conditions included in the General Plan Amendment 76-02 and in Board Policy
I-59 (review of Large Scale Projects) are two of the basic regulatory parameters
within which the specific plan for Rams' Hill has been prepared.

General Plan Amendment 76-02 includes specific guidelines for development of the
Rams' Hill property. It provides for a Specific Planning Area (SPA) designation
which allows an overall gross residential density of 0.5 dwelling units per acre with
various commercial, public service and recreational uses. Based on the 0.5 du/acre
designation, GPA76-02 would permit ultimate development of 1,570 dwelling units
within the specific plan area. It also includes a land use map which specifies the
location of various uses and provides that the eastern half of the project must be
dedicated as undeveloped open space. This map is identified as Exhibit C-9 of that
plan amendment and is included as Figure 2. The GPA further requires that a
specific plan be prepared for any project proposed for. the property and that it
cover the following:

1. The means by which public facilities and services would be financed, phased
and provided, including sewage treatment and disposal, schools, fire protec-
ticn, water, roads, flood control, etc.

- 1 -
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2. Assurance that identified mitigation measures would be addressed and
implemented.

3. General conformance with Exhibit C-9.

4. The dedication of approximately 1,600 acres, as shown on Exhibit C-9, as
permanent undeveloped open space.

B. Actions Preceding Adoption of the Specific Plan

After adoption of cPA 76-02, the DiGiorgio Development Corporation ~ con-
tinued environmental studies and land use planning for the site. An Initial
Conformance Report outlining the proposed five-year program was submitted to
the County Department of Land Use and Environmental Regulation (LUER) in ~ay,
1978. In a letter dated May 19, 1978, LUER determined that the proposed project
was "provisionally conforming" to the County General Plan Land Use Element as
amended by GPA 76-02.

The Department of Land Use and Environmental Regulations then requested that
the County Board of Supervisors .. initiate the specific plan for the property. The
Board considered this request on July 25, 1978, and directed that the County's
Regional Growth Management Program determine whether the project conformed
with the growth management program before it would take action. The Regional
Growth Management Program staff confirmed that the project was consistent and
on August 11, 1979, the Board of Supervisors approved processing of a specific plan
for the property.

The specific plan text and map, of which this current report is a revision, and a
preliminary Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR), were submitted to the
County on January 24, 1979.

The preliminary DElR underwent extended review and minor revisions from
January to July with the "Notice of Completion" beginning the public review period
being issued on July 30, 1979. The Environmental Review Board hearing was held
on October 18.

C. Specific Plan Adoption

The Rams Hill Specific Plan was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on May 7,
1980. Concurrent with that action, the Board also approved three tentative maps
for the project, major use permits for the golf course, the wastewater treatment
plant, and a recreation facility and zoning for the project. Subsequently, an
additional tentative map (TM 4341) was approved for 75 units. At this point in
time five final maos have been recorded allowing for a ·total of 26ll-dwelllna units
and oroviding lots for the hotel and the existing golf course. Feu. eJ<htiePlei
teft.tie e fifla~5 ape e'l::lFFeRtly iR !3Fsees9
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D. Subsequent Development ..

As of A~~~!l' 1"31, June 1986, the status of development on Rams Hill is as
follows:

Medical Clinic

This building has been completed and the property has been deeded to the Scripps
Clinic and Research Foundation. The facility has been in operation serving valley
residents since March 1982.

Project Grading

All !II the ",ails ~,aEIiAg kali a eel' ee"'!lleu~ as jla,' sf 'Eke eeRUNe'EieR sf 'ERe~e 11
sewne All of the mass grading for the initial 780 units and 18-hole golf course has
been completed. Compacted fill has been placed on future planned development
sites. These areas will have to be further contoured as part of the development
and construction process on these sites.

Project Infrastructures

The wastewater treatment plant has been constructed a,,~ is ~R~e,~eil1~ testtR~ a.
this 'Ei",e. and is operated by the Borrego Springs Water District.

'Ii
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A $4 million flood control system has been constructed- which is maintained by the
Borrego Water District.

The primary water, sewer, electric, telephone, and cable television systems have
been installed and are undergoing additional expansion consistent with the con-
struction program.

Public Services

The fire station site has been deeded to the Borrego Springs Fire Protection
District and funds supplied which resulted in the purchase of a fire truck.

The Borrego Water District has been activated and the Rams Hill site annexed for
water and sewer services. TRe Qi!lt,ie'E kas 8R a!l!lliea"ieR aafe,e l."¥CO te a16e
aSBw",e ",sBEjl:liu aSa"e",eR. IWRelieFl&iR 1I:Ie "alley Trunk sewer lines have now
been extended from the Rams Hill wastewater treatment plant into the town
center. Rams Hill will become the wastewater treatment plant for the urban areas
of the vallev with the golf course disposing of the treated effluent via a sorinkling
system.

Three water tanks and three wells have been constructed on Rams Hill and the
sites deeded to the Borrego Water District. Park land dedication fees have been
paid. Developers' lees iii $lj~QQ il' les& !Ie, <lRi' are ~eili~ !lei~ is ·ki! Se"ege
i!lfiRgs ' 'Riiie~ 5ekeel Qis·,i&i i!!l ,esiselisa! Inlil~iR~ lle,,,,iili are isliwe~
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Golf Course
The 18-hole championship golf course is fully constructed and has been in operation
since October 1982..ioS·RII eR~' f"~11 iGalll pllbli.. "~ior:Rpial:lihipsali ..a'Jrill iR tl:1e
8e([ !o3 Velley

SttBEHvi&iQA &4iPS

-t-- Trae1 "O,~ 11 Crll;MllSa~ tRe large le1s iR'ShllliRBtRll Retel sitll .RlI sali
eSW,&8

Trae' 110'3 ~I CreMes ~g siRgle fal'li!,' le1s ei it', aere ilfENRS1RIIself
8s\tFse aFl" il ,i"'e f;r il F8&r8iltisA fa.ili1';)'

::: r;:: ~~CreatH ~ 8s·a1e Sia8 let& ei ~ aeres MeV ~~~:r ~~e :~
il;~Sj~"i; FecaF~es R'liop"'ill be Feswi;lsil'iseseeR5ifteAf wKlo: tRe

81'leASeSi!leeifie .,laR)

Tzset ~3"11 Greetefl a plaRRea ae.elsl1ff1eflt ef 73 euueYiFlg IdA!t! aAS a
reepeiMieR fasi1i"'y

Residential Areas
As illustrated in Figure 3, final maps and improvements have been completed for
three projects: A 75 unit ''high-end'' patio home unit known as Santa Rosa (FM
10673}j a 98 lot subdivision of one-third acre fairwav lots for individual home
construction (FM 10506)·and a 91 unit "moderate rices" atio home unit known as
Santa Fe (FM 11235. Construction of units is substantially completed at Santa
Rosa continuing at the rate of two or three units per month at the fairwav lots and
just getting underwav at Santa Fe.

In addition, final maps are in process for an additional patio home development of
123 units at the entrance to the ro"ect which will have small weekend-t e
casitas units, on 110 patio homes and on 25 estate lots with lots of two to five

~

C8AStrl:te1iell1\ etl"l1!!,Other Development

DefJ8rtfflen1 sf i'leRf\ip:o aREII:aRS Yse,

::: ~~ .aFll ie~ gelf eewrse l'laiRteAaReeawileliRg~!¥~~ ..:: ~~~::::-'>' Ii ~~w~;; i;e; "3~1f~i1'"i1ieR"8ReeR'l~asgiRga !Ire sRepyI_gEl a~d4'~~

i3 flearifltg ee",~letiel'li

C:::::'::= i:=e:::i~ ;e;: :::illeR·ial WRitsat tRe !ll~RRelllle"el~~~:~~~;::
1':. .. 1 1.5 .. . r &lR' far l:lg;:qeE 9R t!;:tQ fislr·"a!' lQtE ~ bwWWS
peFFRit5 ape iA ~Fgee5' feF senreFal alA!' iaeilities at iRe ~feiee1:.
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Construction has not begun yet on the approved resort hotel and tennis center;
however. the 20.000 square foot clubhouse and golf course maintenance building
have been completed (FM 11229).
liales PFegFaFll

I 1i1 eaie8prB81 ~Rj~5 &R9y}eIBe il"ailaele fer sale iR the fips. Elti8rter ef 1984

E. Amended Specific Plan

I
This amended specific plan makes the following basic changes in the eFigiRal
amended Specific Plan SP-A83-O.5 adopted Me, 7, 1"7". May 2. 1984. Figure 1+
illustrates the current specifiC plan map for the Rams Hill property as a result of
the 1984 amendment to the specific plan.

I. Reass (see P'igWF8 'Q)

QelMe IhuRaRS ~eas (lie ~'O) iFeFll ~e plaR as 'CRii Feas Aas BeeR FeFRe"eEi
j;.e; iA; (;ifEYla'5ieR Iile~eRt aAe Beeaw,s 'tiRe jRteFRal feae 5!F 8,teFM fer RaMS
Will seAse Ute li~rJie&e the; iC 4'Q 'lVii' 19 S8F·e

t,
eelste WMtSeF R eali fF9~ +A8 plan as it iep'e" oAl)' as a CQRR8Qtins roag
he"" eeR i\iFRanEt ~ aae aR~ RaJAS 1:1"1 Crp'8s =& basi •• salleE.sF FBael gf ·~e
prej ee1;

rp8sitie .. side te elesigR FeEfyireAleAlS sf tl:le a.Elja€i8Rt fhi'QQ 'ii~AtrQl &)'&t'ir:A
~ eleeaie KYAFiCi& 'R eae; 'CAe &8Q9AQ 8AW3RQ8, &lis1:rtly "'.&t g" its oriSi:Aal

;s bailS US! DCSig6.aticrJs (J!_ FigoiC 19)

I ChaRge JlRe elesigFlali8RI 8Ft eeF1BiA ldAse"81efJes laAs fF8Ail e,eR s~~e~~~i~;pe«8~~!8,,,,eA1:eRe f\il'o;l,e Ele"elep~eAlle elleA Biles! "'I"'ReCeflepa! Plett
AfPOCnSffteflt far RaMS l=Iill Fet!Ylf8S iRat tAB Ba&teFA RiJf ef 1:l:te site 88
::1;:::~S ap!!R S~ilEie SY9se';jlJeRt sIJF"e~'iRg Rilli SRe"'F1 tRat FRere tF,ePl iter!

"e AdS a@!A 59 e85igAatee iA tAB ElFiglR~J ~~eeifie PIeR IR aeeli:&iefl,

I
.Re iiflal fleee eeRtrsl deslgft FeSY!1:eel 1ft 9] aeFes af elesigRil1:eel aJ3eA sflaee
"eift! h Kl=tiR !Ae ~pe'Eee1:ive Elilles af 'lAs fleeel seRtFsl systeFR Theae~~~!

-e:b!8~elileA &pase Mea: is selRB F8eefiRes te FeelesigRa~e 'ERis ppe1:ee1:~af@a
fap Nt4:1Fe plaRRiRg "FAile ;alaei. areas Fie'" Qe&igAa"SQ wtwFe fJlaRRiRg iRte
peFRlaReBt ape" spas! TA! Ret sAsAge "'ill aas ill aefe, 19 {\:IN,! plaFt~~~
areas Byt 'HUl re;ajA r;:aere $heR Aa" sf 'tiRe pFspeF1iy, 1'00 aeres, iR SA SlieR
'pase 8a'.A:l8Rt

I
R.eleeate lAe a9YR9aF:r af tA8 Retel let 1:9 serree, it i~eeiiie "taR fFla~l:JiAg
errSF TAe s~eeifiE pl-R t8Kt h:fSRtifi8S is :SO aSFS Retel site, B'=It 'EAe fiRa!
Sl'ceifie PlsPl Ffl~ Reel a U.. e srahR iA lRe ""'SRg leeatisR aRB 58 8Rl!( "2 aSFes
"'iiE iRc:lud.g as ho·.l iit"
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1:. Land Use Designations

Change the designation of 616 acres of land from Future Planning Areas to
recreational and residential development areas by assigning densities.
Reserve 313 acres of outlying areas for future planning.

Expand and redesign the current configuation of the golf course resulting in
two separate courses in both the northern and southern portions of the Rams
Hill development. Four of the future residential areas (per SP-A83-05) will
be redefined to reflect changes in densities and shift residential acreage to
additional golf course acreage.

Expand the dedicated natural open space areas by 233 additional acres,
including 222 acres for the protection of biological and archaeological
resources.

A rezone package to conform with the changes proposed in this amended
specific plan.

Road Changes

Minor road changes to aid in vehicular traffic flow as well as encourage
drivers to also use the Kuhrt's Road access route into and out of the Rams
Hill development. These changes will help avoid congestion and facilitate
movement.

-6-
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REGIONAL VICINITY MAP
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Figure 2

EXHIBIT C-9
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RAMS HILL
Exhibit C-9 of San Diego County

General Plan - Amendment 76-02
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EXISTING DEVELOPMENT/FINAL MAPS

RECORDED OR IN PROCESS
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Figure,!.

CURRENT SPECIFIC PLAN MAP

(Replaces Exhibit C-9. Preceding)
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Current Specific Plan Map
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II. PROJECT SETTING

A. The Borrego Valley

The 8orrego Valley is the major desert resort area of San Diego County. The
valley is a 70-square-mile, privately owned area surrounded by the Anaa Borrego
Desert State Park. The 1980 Census identified the permanent population of the
valley as 1,~00. According to the San Diego Association of Governments
(SANDAG), the population of the Borrego Valle; was ao~roximatel~ 2 700 as of
Januarv. 1986. !fi;;;re are "WrreAtly 1,100 registenEl J!e+ers v'RieA WSttleSttggest
.. arc ..; 1,t/gg effieial ;~~~~ pep\:tlaiieA is Ie uJ iFl fePfREI af pesieleR!5 .R8'l aettlaUy
fAal,. SQrr.gQ SpriAgs tReiF ASA'l@!Seasonal visitors during the winter months are
estimated to increase the valley population to approximately 6,000. On a peak
weekend, the number of people in the valley, including the permanent residents,
visitors, campers and day tourists in the Anza Borrego Desert State Park, can
reach 8,000 to 10,000.

The valley once supported extensive agriculture; however, retirement living and
tourism to the Anza Borrego Desert State Park are now the major economic
generators. Park visitorship fluctuates dramatically, causing a significant amount
of economic dislocation during the off-peak months. The peak season months are
November through April. During this period, 80 percent of the total number of
annual visitors tour the park. The volume of visitors during the summer, June to
August, falls to about six percent of the yearly total. There is a similar decline for
residents. At this time, the economy of the valley comes to a virtual halt, with
most restaurants and commercial establishments reducing hours substantially or
closing.

The factors affecting the development of the Borrego Valley, both historically and
currently, differ substantially from those of other communities in San Diego
County, due to its geographical separation from the metropolitan area and its
economic function as a desert resort. Unlike other communities in the region, the
area is not tied into the imported water or sewer service structures of San Diego
County. Development in the valley is served by ground water and in the past
private sewage systems. The Borrego Valley has a history of speculative land sales
which have produced a substantial number of undeveloped residential lots with
minimal improvements.

As a result of this history and of current circumstances, the nucleus of the Borrego
community exists in an isolated area with extensive public improvements but an
inadequate tax base for needed public and private services and inadequate
population to support a minimal level of necessary community services.

The form of development in the Borrego Valley is distinctly nodal. A certain
portion of the residential development has been a product of random construction.
Many homes are scattered at wide intervals on individual lots throughout the
valley. These individual homes do not form a particular pattern. The major
concentrations of development, however, do form distinctive nodes.

- 15-



The Rams" Hill project is located along the south slope of the Borrego Valley,
adjacent to the existing Casa del Zorro Resort. Primary access to the site is
provided by Yaqui Pass Road, which runs along the western boundary of the
property. Secondary access is provided by Borrego Springs Road, which traverses
the northeast portion of the site. These two arterials, both two-lane, paved County
highways, provide the principal southern access into the existing Borrego Springs
community. Figure + 5 includes a !lRete topographic mao of the Borrego Valley
with the project IaElYRSaF)' aRS pFEljl!etes sl!\'e'Il!lFReR1i superimposed on it.
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The commercial center of the community of Borrego Springs is an area extending
from Christmas Circle west to The Mall Shopping Center.

TRl! FRElst In addition to the major concentration of residential development north
and south of Christmas Circle, a significant residential node is the De Anza
Country Club in the northwest corner of the valley, -three to four miles from
Christmas Circle. This node is distinctive both in its separation from the
commercial center and its characteristic as a golf course "oasis".

A second major residential concentration point is the Roadrunner Mobile Home
Park, about a half mile east of Christmas Circle on Palm Canyon Drive. This node
contains the most dense development in the valley.

The third node is formed by the Casa del Zorro Resort, the Rams Hill Country Club
project, and the partially developed residential subdivision immediately west of the
resort.:. SYFF9'tlRsliRB tA'Ilr:A This node, adjacent to the northern portion of the Rams'
Hill property at the intersection of Yaqui Pass and Borrego Spring Roads, is about
five miles southeast of Christmas Circle.

A fourth node, located on the east and west sides of Borrego ailPiRg5 Valley Road,
is formed by a partially developed subdivision and the beginnings of the Borrego
Country Club development two miles south of Christmas Circle. This property was
the subject of a general plan amendment, GPA 77-02 and a Specific Plan approved
in 1983.

B. The Project Site

The project site is EiYFF8Atly ~ vacant, through 1980, although limited portions
may have been used for agriculture in the past. The property slopes gently upward
from the Borrego Sink at the northern edge. Elevations range from 475 feet near
the Sink on the northern boundary, to 1,150 feet at the southwest corner adjacent
to the state park. Figure.§-2 is a slope analysis of the si te, Eighty percent of the
site is a smooth alluvial surface with a slope of zero to six percent. The remainder
is a dissected alluvial fan having slopes of seven to 15 percent. These steeper
areas are largely concentrated in the southwest quarter of the property outside the
entire site. Figure~ Z. is a spatial analysis of the site.

Current develooment on the site includes: aporoximatelv 150 residential dwelling
units with additional units under construction, a medical clinic, wastewater
treatment olant, an 18-hole chamoionship golf course and golf pavilion.

- 16 -
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C. Surrounding Land Uses

The land ~ppel:lRr;!il'lg east and west of Rams" Hill is largely vacant with
development located to the north at the Casa del Zorro resort area and the
adjacent subdivision to the west. The Anza Borrego Desert State Park adjoins the
property to the south and southwest.

The Borrego Air Ranch is located to the east of the property. This area is divided
into 50 one-acre residentiallot~15l:1t 81'11) a hll: le'&5 Rille aeel'l r;!e"eleflee Figure~
! is a map of surrounding land uses.

D. Zoning in the Borrego Valley

The subdivided area of the Borrego Valley forming a crescent from the DeAnza
Country Club in the northwest south to Rams Hill was the subject of a community
plan, general plan amendment, and rezoning in 1979-80. The area is now precisely
zoned. Most of the balance of the valley is designated "multiple rural" and zoned
S-87 (the old "Limited Control" zone). Rams Hill is zoned consistent with its
adopted Specific Plan (SP-A83-05).

E. Compatibility of Project With the Community

The Rarns" Hill Country Club offers one potential means for resolving some of the
basic problems of the existing Borrego Community while minimizing the potentially
adverse environmental impacts of development in a desert area.

The DiGiorgio Development Corporation has an extensive commitment to the
Borrego Springs area. The DiGiorgio Corporation first purchased and developed
farm land in the valley in 1945. By the mid-1950's, DiGiorgio had 2,200 irrigated
acres producing grapes and asparagus. The farming operation began to decline by
the mid-1960's due to labor problems and rising costs for water and transportation.
Subsequently, DiGiorgio has been instrumental in the development of resort
facilities. They have been associated with the development of the De Anza
Country Club, the Borrego Mall, the Roadrunner Mobile Home Park and the
Roadrunner Tree Farm. To improve transportation to the valley, DiGiorgio began
Sun Aire Line, a commercial carrier, now serving much of Southern California and
Arizona. RamrHill is the latest development in a series of projects designed to
enhance the Borrego area. The developer has stated that a major goal of the
project is compatibility with the economic and aesthetic needs of the Borrego
Valley.

The project is ilesigRer;! '&II Be 5ep.si,&F'e being developed with sensitivity to the
environmental constraints of the desert. \Ii i'&R ",epe More than half oi the site is
being preserved in natural open space; extensive low' water use vegetation and
native landscaping are being uti lized, The project Slltr;! will provide a greater
population base and economic input to assist in the development of minimal public
and private services that are needed in the Borrego community without adversely
Impacting the open desert ambience.

- 17 -
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Figure +1
PROJECT LOCA nON IN THE VALLEY
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RAMS HILL
Project Location in Valley
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Figure ~~

SLOPE ANALYSIS
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RAMS HILL
Slope Analysis

-21-



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Figure~Z

SP ATIAL ANAL YSlS
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RAMS HILL
Spatial Analysis
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£XIS:rIPI6 I:::MIB USE
SURROUNDING LAND USE
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In. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

A. Summary of Uses

Thic; project involves the continued development of a resort-oriented Retel ailE!===::~::::::e;::;1~~;'~~~;~r;r:;e~:;;;~;;.;
~;~;;I'~~(1j~88 aerd I eerll~tc::e1te Ise e1eelie~te~~ ~.~ ~~: ~~~~-;;e;: ~ the stte. vne I elflatlttrlg 9H I!:e,es IS tAM ller't1eft ef the 1'Pel'er~ Ret

& eM 18r Bei~l~p",eRt at .. is liMe Bti1!AtR~~Re~l~ B; ~~,e~~~8~.~~e ild~F.e
lIRee, the lire: iStep! sf the 1!:8sl''teEi illeelfte P1art . ,rea 8e5tgf'lalleA. ~
amendment details planning or replanning on approximately 616 acres currently
designated as future planning areas, redesign of the existing golf course and the
addition of a new l8-hole golf course. and replanning of some of the existing
residential areas. More than half of the 3.140-acre site is designated as natural
open space. This amendment adds 233 acres of natural open space. which 222 of
these acres serve to protect biological and archaeological resources.

+kE ,glf.~7 aepes PRe" ~~a_r de,elsl!PfleM iPJeJtJee! a gelf ee~r5e a jIg peeR' R8lel
~ ::i!! eetlr'ts, I!: 'teAM!! faeili't" I!: "'eElieel eltRie, I!:se :I!:ge tpeat",ell; fllaR;,
rei t t) 1ge! ef resiaentia-J: tfftit31 531 PO dnit3t !99 !li...!;le faff'lH) aetae?ee

~flli"8, eREI jQ 8&.a18 let8

With full implemenmtion and maximum theoretical occupancy of this Specific
Plan, the population of Rarns" Hill, including residents and resorts visitors, is
projected to be 2,229. The actual occupancy at the project would vary seasonally
from approximately 90 percent occupancy of 2,007 people during mid-winter, to
less than 30 percent occupancy of 650 people during the summer. Detailed
information of population and phased growth is provided in the Environmental
Impact Report-prepared in conjunction with SP 80-01.

B. Detailed Description of Proposed Land Uses

I
I
I
I
I
I

The sections which follow detail information for this Iii e ) eer Specific Plan
Amendment program only. Table +£ is a summary of ilL slle!!ee comolete land uses
t1REle,tRia including those proposed by this Specific Plan Amendment. Fioll! - g is !t

A map of the proposed land uses under this Specific Plan Amendment is included in
a packet at tire end of this report as Exhibit 1. -

The Fessr! e8FFl~le~1eefllsis'f5 ef fie e saaie ie:eilitie! ePta tetal of 31,'9 eer!eu

e. .\ re30zt he~cl of 359 [061113 h. CdC and thO 3tCt) lsdilefi2lgJi T:.c hotel hill
he; e a ee"fep_flee seAte., SFt8!3'S; pesletJoPBRts, BAS etA!. iaeililiies 8BR=lA:lBR te
a resort i'8 tel:

'i ,} se~FllP~ SltiB '''1-11' will S!P'; e as a reereetiePl afle 90e:al fae:li1!, te. eo
PR8r.R;' Sf &1:1 if) elw8
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Figure-&- 2
AMENDED SPECIFIC PLAN MAP

(See Exhibit 1 for Larger Map)
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RAMS HILL
Amended Specific Plan
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Tab1e+l

Rams Hill Country Cub Proposed Complete Specific Plan Land Use

Land Use Acres Dwelling Units

Planned Development
(II du's/acre) 22.54 123

Planned Development
(6 du's/acre) 163.43 860

Single-Family Detached
(3 du's/acre) 190.19 520

Estates (0.5 du's/acre) 174.12 67

Golf Course 346.37

Commercial ~

Water Reclamation Facility 16.67

Fire Station Site 3.00

Clinic 12.78

Resort Hotel Site 16.40

Country Club Site 4.09

Golf Pavilion 4.48

Tennis Center 9.48

Public Roads l:.QQ

Specific Plan Totals 995.65 1,570

Permanent Natural and Naturalized
Open Space 1,832.16

Future Planning Areas 312.64

TOTAL 3,140.45
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The' Rams Hill project includes three types of residential land use designations:
planned developments, fairway lots and estate lots.

Seven Planned Development (PO) areas totalling 983" units are shown in this
Soecific Plan. Manv different types of housing could be constructed in these areas
depending upon market demand at the time development is prooosed. Acceptable
housing types include but are not limited to various types of condominiums,
duplexes, zero-lot line homes and detached single familv homes on individual lots.

I
I

I
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2. Golf Course Facilities
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Development within each PO area will be subject to the same regulatorv
requirements as anv similar project anvwhere else in San Diego County. A PO
permit would be required as per the special area requirements for the zone for
attached unit projects. Atentatiye map would be required for projects oroposing
standard subdivision lots. Open space and common recreational facilities would be
provided as needed depending upon the type of project.

Development within the fairway lot areas would probablv consist of single family
detached homes on lots of varying sizes. It is anticipated that these will average
one-third acre in size. Experience has shown that common recreational facilities
in these types of areas are not used. Home owners in these areas would prefer to
install their own swimming pools or other recreational facilities. Common
facilities in these areas are not proposed.

The third type of residential development at Rams' Hill is *' 67 single-family
homes on estate lots ranging between two and five acres in size. These homes will
be custom built containing a minimum of 2,500 square feet. It is anticipated that
the home and landscaping wiJl encompass approximately one-half acre of each
estate lot with the remainder of each lot left in natural vegetation. This will
preserve the open desert panorama.

This specific plan will modify the existing golf course by adding aoproximately 177
additional acres of golf use. Two separate golf courses. a North Course and a
South Course. will be created on a total of 346 acres. The North Course (MUP-
P86-062) will be a public golf course comprised of 170 acres which will include
holes 1 through 9 of the existing course. incorporating minor modifications, and
nine additional holes in this area. In order to olan and design these additional holes
some acreage that was previously approved for residential develooment will be
included in the golf course. A Major Use Permit (MUP-P86-062) is being processed
for the North Course. The existing golf pavilion wiJl be included in the MUP for
the North Course.

The proposed South Course (MUP-P79-103W)will be a private golf course com-
prised of 176 acres which will include holes 10 through 18 of the existing golf
course. incorcorating minor modifications, and nine additional holes in this area.
The prooosed South Course facility is located in the southern oortion of the
specific plan area and is bounded by residential lots. An amendment to the existing
golf course MUP(P79-103W)is being processed for the South Course. The amended
MUP includes a Country Club site. The membership for this private club would
incude a maximum of 450 people from within the Rams Hill developmentj this club
will not offer social memberships. The South Course will be developed prior to
construction of the clubhouse facilitv on the Country Club site. Until a clubhouse
is constructed for the South Course. the existing golf pavilion and oarking facilities
for the existing course will serve both the North Course and the South Course.
Facilities that may be available at the future clubhouse. but are not necessarily
required. mav include a bar and a grill each with a seating capacitv of aooroxi-
matelv 50 people.
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3. Commercial Uses

4. Open Space

AIlIlP8l1i"lute!) pi! Approximately70 percent of the 4jilgj 3.140 acres would be
retained in undevelopedopen space. This includes the entire eastern one-half of
the property (See Figure 9). General Plan Amendment76-02, by which the Specific
Planning Area designation was adopted, required that these acres be preserved as
open space and stipulated that this acreage be the total open space requirement for
the project.

An additional 233 acres of natural open space is being designated most of which,
222 acres. is intended to protect both biological and archaeological resources. This
additional open space acreage includes an II-acre strip of land in the central
portion of the site adjacent to the protective berm. 72 acres in the northernmost
portion of the site. and 150acres in the southwest portion of the prooerty.

I
I
I
I
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I

To maintain the open desert atmosphere, additional open space is being provided
throughout the project. Where landscaping is used, it is being designed and planted
to provide a compatible transition between the natural environment and developed
areas. Planting is emphasizing desert and drought resistant species. In 1973, the
DiGiorgioDevelopment Corporation established a 200-acre nursery in the Borrego
area to produce necessary low water use trees for eventual transfer to this site.
Additional open space includes the 1'~sere !:!2 golf course~ totalling 346 acres.
This COdl sc These courses encircles the both the hotel complex and the PO areas.
Roughsare left in natural vegetation. Substantial open areas in the hotel complex,
open space in the PO areas and substantial natural areas in the large lot residential
and estate developments are also being provided. Total open space, that area not
covered by structures or paving and being primarily natural in appearance, has not
been calculated but generally can be estimated at more than 90 percent of the site.

5. Public Facilities

The original scheme, approved as Exhibit C-9, identified four primary public
facilities: a local park site, an eiementary school site, a fire station site and a
waste water treatment facility site.
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The school site has been deleted at the suggestion of the school district is Plet
jiicluclecl it. !lIe fil e ) eSt plen- as the project ~ will not expeetee te generate
sufficient students to support an additional elementary school. 110"e •er, the site
ill heitlr; remittee uneei dopee ~ioule it he Pleeeee in 'ehe future. The proposed local
park site has also been eliminated on the basis of evaluation by the County
Department of Parks and Recreation, Park Development Division. Park
Department staff determined that as the project would have ample on-site
recreational facilities for residents, they would recommend payment of fees rather
than dedication of park land. That will enable the application of fees for more
general local park use in the Borrego area. The wastewater treatment facility has
been completed and the fire station site has been deeded to the Borrego Springs
Fire Protection District.
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6. Vehicular Circulation

Access to the Ram~Hill site is provided by two existing roads, Yaqui Pass Road
and Borrego Springs Road.

The County of San Diego Department of Public Workshas determined that the road
network' planned for Ramr' Hill is in conformance with the County Circulation
Element. Figure 10 illustrates the Borrego ValleYCirculation Element.

The County recommends the following road improvements 'W'iH-!2 be made in two
phases:
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Off-site Improvements

Phase I
2 Yaqui Pass Road is to be constructed to collector road standards from

the southwesterly property line of the proposal to Borrego SpringSRoad
intersection prior to occupancy of anv residential units.'

2 Yaqui Pass Road is to have a left turn pocket constructed in addition to
the Collector Road at the entrance of Rams Hill Road. The left turn
pocket is to be 200 feet long and 12 feet wide. Transitions of 250 feet
are to be required north and south of the left turn pocket. The left turn
pocket is also to be fully constructed prior to occupancy of any
residential units.

2 Borrego Springs Road is to be constructed with a left turn pocket 12
feet in width, 200 feet long with 250 transitions norther Iv and southerly
of its intersection with the Rams HiJJconnection. This construction is
to be completed orior to occuoancy of any residential units within the
prooosal.

Phase n
2 Yaqui Pass Road is to be completed to Major Road standards from the

southwesterlv corner of the proposal to Borrego Springs Road orior to
occupancy of any buildings in the commercial area of the proposal.
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o The complete intersection and traffic signal improvements at the
intersection of Yaqui Pass Road and Borrego Springs Road are to be
constructed prior to occupancy of any buildings within the commercial
area of the proposal.
The construction of Borrego Springs Road from the northeasterlv corner
of the proposal to the intersection of Yagui Pass Road is to be
constructed to Collector Roadway standards prior to occupancy of anv
buildings in the commercial area of the proposal.
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Figure -9- 10

BORREGO VALLEY CIRCULATION ELEMENT
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The construction of Borrego SpringsRoad from the northeasterly corner
of the proposal to the intersection of Yaqui Pass Road is to be
constructed to Collector Roadway standards prior to occupancv of any
buildingsin the commercial area of the proposal.

o That "eption of ¥eqtlt Pass ReeEl, SF IIfQ', aEljaeeRt te the Ralfls' Hi!!
pFejeet BREI designated as a Majer Read SA tt:te Cire1:flatieR EleFReRt,
RU:tst ee eleelieateEl Mel ir:APF9"8& 19 a SAe Ralf !"iEl'CA 9f '1 feet The
eff site partie" ef tABt pees R8ftA 18 ie,,!!! Springs ReaEl presently
Ra6 ~pFe](iRletely ]d feet sf ,.uiRg Wi'tR 'CAe adQi~ieRal wallie aAte
tRat Fea(j freFR RaFRs' Will, tl:\3t FQad '''ill Reed tg be "'igeR8Q te a
""i'lltFAtiFR af ",g feet af 4 C paUiA8 QA '0 feet gf srad." FQaQ beg prier te
4!he t:I1tifftate efe. elepfAeftt: af 'CRepreje6tu
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RafflS' Hill ,raj set, FA1d&t Be ElesiQateg 19 a n'istA et IQA fee" (ar 51 feet
half wieth) pitt,S 51e~erigA$s, ElepeREliAg aA 'liA8 las.tieR sf tRB peas 'A'itA
Fespeet '5e tAB B8YReary ef $1:18prejeet, aRS 1FRfJr9"BS t9 a gfesee HiEftFt

081 ,g feet with 4Q feet 8f AC paYe",eAt 8A appreoea 8e5e.

(QeleteEl ireRl C:iradatiaA ileFAeAt )

PtJs!ie Werl(Si {Deletes {faIR Cire\datisR Ele~eA1i )

(ReuiseEi RieliRg ane l=IildRg Trail ilfu:A8A1i r8J:AQ"8& F8gisAaI trail frsFRe

Internal Improvements

o With the exception of the entrance road to the project, which is
approximately 700 feet long, existing and proDosedinternal circulation
for the project is provided by private roads. The private roads are
being used to maintain the integrity of the neighborhoodsand to provide
the type of security appropriate to a resort where residences are not
occupied on a continuous basis. While internal roads are private, they
are built to County standards for structural section strength, although
some pavement widths are not as wide as on public roads. Those right..
of .way~ inside single-family l2,000-square-foot lot conventional sub-
division units are being offered for dedication to County standards.
Those offers of dedication are being rejected on the final maps.
Rights-of-way giving access to planned developments have been ir-
revocably offered for dedication at a width of 56 feet. Road easements
inside planned developments and the estate area are to remain private
with no offer of dedication for these internal roads.
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The use of cul-de-sacs, especially in the planned developme'nt areas, are
being used to create a mini-neighborhood concept within the project
site. The desert crossing dips and surface swales, rather than under-
ground conduits, are being used to carry storm waters. 1\ SeeElRElaF~(

':;; ~ !laiRS "!,~'$all iF9~ llu iR'$eFRal lEl8~ r~ ~' ~~~Fe~~::Z=~~=~:pRilse Eli Ele"81Elp~e~~, ~~ ~~~l~~;~::
m r :' CJDSE SRI;, ts prOCgru8 •• LAt8@Flty af ·be

7. Grading

All major grading has been completed. Over 80 percent of the property is under six
percent slope. The intensive land uses, including the attached units, hotel-resort
complex and the detached units, are located in the gently sloping central portion of
the property. The steeper areas have been designated as estate lots. Major
grading 'was done only to create the golf course, including ponds, to create planned
development lots, and to excavate the flood diversion channels around the
perimeter of the development. Grading in the estate area will only be done for
roads, drainage, and building pads where necessary. Individual homes will be
custom built, thereby preserving major natural areas and minimizing erosion
potential.

Precise grading plans for residential areas are being completed as final designs and
tentative maps are prepared.

8. Concept Plan Area

Each Specific Plan must detail the development proposed for a five-year phase and
address, in concept, development for the remaining portion of the property.
County staff has specified that Exhibit C-9 should serve as the concept plan for the
~H p1Ye313 acres not covered by this Specific Plan and included in the Future
Planning Areas (FPA's). This plan limits future development to approximately the
a::a:st8FR :1:1il!: northernmost portion of the site. PFllli~iRilFSf SHiEl sWElies liir ~loIe
8_ ....elelM--1JFiJi96iUI gHaA ie" WEI 8f laAEIlay &8ReeRwMtfl!l eec elep",e"t ap8~"S tA:e
~8~8~li~s;Ol:"lu"'F&~8il.-Potential use of the future planning areas is unknown at this time
although these areas may be used for future residential develooment if develop-
ment does not occur to the maximum extent permitted within the R-S-3 and R-V-6
areas according to this current soecific plan amendment.
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C. Life Support System

The Borrego Water District will maintain the water and waste water facilities.
Other life support facilities and services are being provided by existing public or
semi-public agencies as identified in Section 4 below.

1. waste Water Treatment

A wastewater treatment plant has been constructed to County and State require-
ments. It is owned and operated by the Borrego Water District. All areas of the
development will be served by this facility other than restrooms on the golf course,
the estate lots, and isolated facilities specifically approved by the County Health
Department.

2. Water Supply

The Borrego Water District owns and operates the basic water system for this
project.

3. Flood Control

Extensive flood control facilities have been constructed to County requirements to
protect the project and downstream properties.

4. Other Public Services

The following agencies and companies are providing additional public services to
the project. Financial arrangements have been made with all of those requiring
such agreements.

Public and Semi-Public Agencies Providing Services

Electric Utilities
Schools
Fire Protection
Police Protection
Solid Waste Services
Telephone
Cable Television

San Diego Gas and Electric Company
Borrego Springs Unified School District
Borrego Springs Fire Protection District
San Diego County Sheriff's Department
Department of Sanitation and Flood Control
Pacific Telephone
Tele-Cable TVCompany
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IV. CONFORMANCEWITHANDIMPLEMENTATIONOF
THE COUNTYGENERALPLAN

The following section identifies the various directives of the San Diego County
General Plan which are applicable to the Rarm""Hill project and the method by
which the project will comply with or implement them.

The General Plan is a guide for both public and private programs and projects.
Most goals, objectives, policies and programs are directives to County government
or other public agencies. While those are not directly applicable to private
projects, where issues may arise as to the impact of RamrHill on those directives,
they are identified and the impacts related.

The General Plan is also meant to guide public and private development in its
totality over an extended time frame and, therefore, no one project or collection
of projects will fulfill all the goals or policies of the plan. Projects can only
contribute to implementation of the plan in specific areas. Implementation of a
goal or compliance with a policy is mandated only when the policy is specifically
applicable to the project; for example: compliance with the land use designation.

The information below is presented under various formats as the elements of the
County General Plan were prepared over a number of years and vary substantially
in format and type of content. The subject matter is presented in the same order
that it appears in the General Plan.
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A. Open Space Element

The Open Space Element is organized according to various types of open space.
Separate goals, policies and programs are presented under each of the categories.
Of the seven categories, two contain information appropriate to the Ram~Hil1
project. They are: (1) Agricultural Preserves and Open Space Easements and (2)
Open Space Design of Private Lands.

1. County Open Space Element
Agricultural Preserves and Open Space Easements
Objective 8

"Encourage the use of open space as a separation of conflict-
ing land uses whenever possible."

Rams9'Hill: Although this goal was designed to apply primarily to conflicting urban
land uses such as housing and industry, it is partially applicable to Rams' Hill as the
property is adjacent to the state park.

The project is designed to provide a visually pleasing transition from the open area
of the park to the private development area in the valley. Over one-half of the
site "ill I!e is preserved as natural open space. Altogether about ~ 70 percent of
the site will be open space. apprOXimately .58 percent of this will be natural open
space and 11 percent will be golf course use. More 8R~ IflllFll intense development
will be clustered in the valley area or northern portion of the property. The
southern area, which is the sloped and ravine area adjacent to the park, will be
retained as open area or developed with two-acre estates. The impact will be to
preserve the terrain and present a transition of uses from the natural park to the
developed valley.

2. County Open Space Element
Open Space Design of Private Lands
Objective 1

"Control development on steep slopes in minimize slide
danger, erosion, silting and fire hazard."

Rams""Hill: The majority of Rams" Hill is gently sloping, with slopes under six
percent (see the slope analysis, Figure~2.). Development has been clustered in this
area to minimize land alteration. Development in steeper areas is confined to two-
to five-acre estate lots, where only streets and some pads will be graded.

3. County Open Space Element
Open Space Design of Private Lands
Objective 2 .

"Control development to assure a minimum adverse polluting
effect on reservoirs, lakes, rivers, streams and groundwater
supplies. "
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'Ram~Hill: Rams" Hill has been designed to prevent degradation of groundwater
through the construction of a secondary waste water treatment plant. Effluent
will be disposed of by golf course irrigation or the use of percolation beds. A
complete discussion of this issue is included in the EIR.

4. County Open Space Element
Open Space Design of Private Lands
Objective 4

"Encourage the conservation of vegetation and trees needed to
prevent erosion, siltation, flood and drought and to protect air
and water quality."

~Hil1: The clustering of development in the flatter areas will minimize the
amount of vegetation that will be removed. Only estate lots will be located in
steeper areas that erode more easily.

s. County Open Space Element
Open Space Design of Private Lands
Objective S

"Encourage the conservation of the habitats of rare or unique
wildlife and plants."

R~Hil1: This ebjeeti i e is A8~ aplllieeele ~8 RaFfls' J.liU if! teFFflS af RaBi~a~s af
FaFe SF YAittt:l8 "·HaUfe gr pl.A1& .We" ..!'!e" Better R8ei!ats, ""AteR are the Ridge
1l'a5R aRe Me&'¥Yite 'l'geglaAEi haeitats, are leeetee 1ft at ess aesignatee "~Iet a Pert"
aREI 'J'iU Rgt be develgped at tRis ~iFfle. Two areas totalling 222 acres contain
sensitive biological habitat and are designated as natural open SDace. The northern
72 acres contains the Mesquite Woodland habitat,. and Alkali Sink and the Ridge
Wash habitat is located in the 150 acres in the southwest Dortion of the site.

6. County Open Space Element
Open Space Design of Private Lands
Objective 11

"Encourage recreational planning as a part of all major resi-
dential development."

R~Hil1: RamS" Hill will have extensive recreation facilities including ~ ~
golf e811F&e courses and recreation facilities for all single family and PO units. In
addition, the County's local park development division has been consulted regarding
whether the County wished dedication of land for a local park.

7. County Open Space Element
Open Space Design of Private Lands
Objective 12

"Encourage the acquisition of historic sites (including unique
archaeological sites) and their immediate environs by public
agencies or private organizations interested in our historical
and cultural heritage."
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11. County Open Space Element
Open Space Design of Private Lands
Objective 16
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Ram$"Hill: The archaeological sites at Rams""Hill have been preserved in open
space areas or and have been excavated for scientific evaluation. The
archaeological resources located in the southwest portion of the site would be
protected within the designated natural open soace area.

8. County Open Space Element
Open Space Design of Private Lands
Objective 13

"Encourage second home and recreational campsite develop-
ment that will not have substantial, adverse impact on the
mountains and desert."

Rams"Hill: Rams"Hill has been designed to avoid adverse impacts by providing a
self-contained resort with all necessary support facilities. More than 90 percent of
this Specific Plan area is open space including significant wildlife habitat, scenic
slopes, archaeological site and land bordering the state park.

9. County Open Space Element
Open Space Design of Private Lands
Objective 14

"Encourage sound environmental planning practices in all
developments."

RamS"Hill: RamS"'Hill is designed with sensitivity to the general environment of
the site. It also will implement a major water reuse effort and will permanently
preserve t;6e&" 1,832acres of natural open space.

10. County Open Space Element
Open Space Design of Private Lands
Objective 15

"Encourage the use of open space to separate conflicting land
uses whenever possible."

Rams""Hill: There would not be conflicting land uses in the project.

"Encourage an intermingling of open space as an integral part
of all major residential development so as to preserve an
atmosphere of openness at the neighborhoodscale."

RamsTHill: Open space and greenbelts have been used throughout RamS' Hill to
separate commercial, recreational and residential uses. Greenbelts in the resi-
dential areas have been used to cluster groups of homes into "neighborhoods" and to
help preserve the open desert atmosphere.

I
I
I

- 45-

I



I.
I
, .

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

l:~ C8YA~'z;. _

L X (\1 el'eA 5f5aee"Eneet11!l!:C the tI "!tie II

101&8&"'AeRe,er !'essv.. 'x ! l H f,O.1I

• C! eVlvl,41 a~.. Trail Element Feme. . 0

!e sefJafale eSAflie'liRg laft8

- 46-



1. County Land Use Element
Goals Section
Overall Goals
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B. Land Use Element

The '!'leW" Land Use Element is an effort at incorporating the Regional Growth
Management Program and the ~ zoning classifications into an element along
with a lei isee list of land use designations.

In terms of land use regulations, the Rewly FeviseEieiement produces a four-level
system:

The Regional Categories - These categories identify the location and type
of growth. They were developed in the Regional Growth Management
Program (ex. future urban area).

The Land Use Designations - These are the traditional land use designa-
tions, revised to reduce the number. They further detail the type of
development within the regional (growth) categories (ex. commercial).

The Use Designations - These are the specific land use designations which
constitute the basis of zoning and additionally detail the type of development
(ex. general commercial).

The Regionwide Action Programs - These are specific programs developed
in growth management which are to be implemented in the future (ex. a
groundwater policy).

In addition, the Land Use Element also incorporated all the goals of the Regional
. Growth Management Program. These goals are listed for seven categories: overall
goals, land use, environment, capital facilities, government structure, housing and
economics.

As the Regional Growth Management Program specifically excluded Borrego from
its consideration, the goals and policies were not developed with the area in mind
other than the policy now identified as Land Use Policy 1.7. This policy states that
Borrego is a special study area and General Plan amendments should not be allowed
that increase density until the area is studied.

Therefore, in preparing this section on Land Use Element conformance, only a
limited amount of -the material in the Land Use Element is applicable. The basic
document governing land use on the site is the General Plan Amendment (GPA) 76-
02 which applied the Specific Planning Area (SPA) designation and detailed the
form of development and standards of development. As the GPA amends the
General Plan and specifically the Land Use Element for this area of land, its
provisions are included in this section.

County Land Use Element - GOALS

- 1+7 -
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Of the four goals, Goals 2 and 3 are most applicable. They
are:

"Growth be phased with facilities."

"Growth be managed in order to provide for affordable housing
and balanced communities throughout the unincorporated
area."

RamS"'Hill: The project will phase development with facilities and will provide
most of the basic facilities that are needed. It will allow better utilization of the
existing public facilities which are currently underutilized in Borrego.

The project will not provide affordable housing for a balanced community but will
prov ide a broader range of housing than is now available in the area.

2. County Land Use Element
Goals Section
Land Use Goals

None of the six goals is partiCularly applicable to RamSO'Hill as
Borrego was specifically excluded from land use consideration
in the growth management program.

3. County Land Use Element
Goals Section
Environmental Goals

All three goals are general enough to be applicable. They are:

"Protect lands needed for preservation of natural and cultural
resources; managed production of resources; and recreational,
educational and scientific actlvlties,"

"Promote the conservation of water and energy resources."

"Achieve and maintain air and water quality standards."

RamS"'Hill: As detailed in other sections of this conformance report, particularly
in the section on conformance with the Conservation element, Rams" Hill preserves
more than one-half of the site as natural open space. The project also proposes
water reuse and the use of solar energy. Lastly, the project will not significantly
impact air or water quality according to the Environmental Impact Report.

4. County Land Use Element
Goals Section
Capital Facilities Goals

None of these three goals is particularly applicable to the
project as they are directed to the provision of services in
urban areas alcng the coast.
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.5. County Land Use Element
Goals Section
Government Structure Goal
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Of the four goals, Goal 3 is the most applicable.

"Assure that urban levels of service are financed using equit-
able financing mechanisms when municipal status is not
achieved."

R~HiU: As the basic facilities are being provided as part of the project and
will be maintained by special assessments, the service approach is economically
equitable.

6. County

7. County

Land Use Element
Goals Section
Housing and Social Goals

These four goals were not developed for resort or retirement
communities. However, the Rams" Hill project will assist in
making the Borrego community more accessible to a broader
spectrum of the public than it is at this time.

Land Use Element
Goals Section
Economic and Fiscal Goals

"Assure the fiscal viability of local government while provid-
ing services that meet approved standards."

RaJn59"HiU:Rams'" Hill will assist in making the Borrego community an
economically viable entity by providing sufficient population and taxes for basic
services.

County Land Use Element - POUCIES

1. County Policy 1 of the Land Use Element describes the Regional Land
Use Categories. The only one applicable to Rams"'Hill is the
Desert Special Study Area (Policy 1.7) which states the
following:

"In the Desert Special Study Area (Borrego Springs), no appli-
cation for changes in the General Plan which would result in
an overall increase in the potential number of dwelling units
shall be approved until a cumulative environmental analysis
and long-range plan are prepared for the area,"

Ram~Hill: Rams"Hill was determined to be consistent with this category by the
Board of Supervisors on August 1, 1977, since a general amendment is not required.

~ 49-
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County Policy 2 delineates the Land Use Designations and Use Regula-
tions which are consistent with the Regional Categories. The
designation which governs the RamS""Hill property is Specific
Planning Area (Policy 2.6) which is described as follows:

"This designation is used where a specific plan has been
adopted or must be adopted prior to development. Land within
this designation typically has environmental constraints or
unique land use concerns which require special use andIor
design controls. The overall density permitted in a Specific
Planning Area shall be designated on the Community or
Subregional Plan map. This designation may be consistent
with all categories of the Regional Land Use Element."

~ HiU: All use regulations are applicable to this designation. Those proposed
for Rams"'Hill are discussed in Part V of this report.

General Plan Amendment 76-02

1. County As noted previously, the Board of Supervisors can set special
conditions for development when designating a Specific Plan
Ar.ea. The following were imposed when subject property was
designated as a Specific Planning Area:

"••• The Specific Plan or Plans may allow for.••

A range and mix of residential, commercial and medical uses
and facilities which are consistent with accepted design prin-
ciples as determined appropriate by the County and with the
provision of necessary public services and facilities.

Other land uses as may be necessary or convenient for
recreation and for the provision of commercial and other
support services for the future residents of the Specific
Planning Area and other properties."

"••• The Specific Plan shall include the following: The means
by which the following public facilities and services shall be
financed, phased and provided:

(a) sewage and waste water treatment disposal,
(b) public schools,
(c) fire protection,
(d) provision of domestic water,
(e) roads,
(f) any other public facilities and services necessary to

fulfill the requirements of public agencies affected by
the Specific Plan, and

- .50 -



- 51 -

1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Assurance that adequate mitigating measures as indicated and
identified within the Final Environmental Impact Report for
the Specific Plan, prepared as an addenda to the Environ-
mental Impact Report prepared for this Plan Amendment, are
addressed and implemented within said Specific Plan in an
effort to assure maximum protection to the natural environ-
ment, and

General conformity with the development concept design
dated November 12, 1976, and identified as Planning Commis-
sion and Board of Supervisors Exhibit C-9 and filed with the
General Plan Amendment encompassing an area of 3,140 acres
and providing that:

(a) Development Area is that area on which all construction
of housing units, commercial/professional, recreational
and public service facilities, together with such access
roads as necessary, shall occur, and

(b) Open Space Area is that area consisting of approxi-
mately 1,600 acres which is adjacent to and easterly of
the development area upon which no development, con-
struction, or modification of the existing landscape shall
occur except as necessary to allow adequate provision of
public facility and utility easements, and

(c) As a condition of approval of this General Plan Amend-
ment an Open Space Easement shall be offered to the
County for the entire area known as Open Space Area
and consisting of approximately 1,600acres.

RamrHill: Public utilities are being provided for Rams"Hill in a variety of ways.
Since public schools are available (see Project Description), it is not necessary to
provide them in this Specific Plan. Ali elemcnter) !eheel site !fie) lle re!ier, eElas
part gf tl:l8 R8xt Sp8GUie PlaR it ReeEleElB}1:ReQistriet.

Sewage collection and treatment facilities and water distribution facilities have
been constructed by the developer and dedicated to the Borrego Water District.
Revenue for these purposes will be generated by the property taxes assessed
against those whouse the systems.

Fire arid police protection will be provided by the Borrego Springs Fire Protection
District and County Sheriff's Department and paid for from tax revenues as in
other communities. A ~3.0-acre parcel has been deeded as a fire station site.

Roads needed for the proposed project will be constructed by the developer.
Circulation Element roads will be built as discussed under "Circulation" in the
Project Description. They will be dedicated to the County and maintained through
tax revenues as are other roads. Internal streets will be constructed in phases.
They will be ownedand maintained by the Homeowners'Association.



I ."I.
I
I.
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Additional facilities (medical, electrical, telephone, etc.) will be provided by the
developer or applicable service company by individual agreements as is done with
other developments in the County. The developer would be financially responsible
for installation with the service company taking responsibility for maintenance.

Section IV,Mitigation Measures for Environmental Issues.

A tentative determination of general conformance with Exhibit C-9 was received
from LUER in a letter dated May 19, 1978. Final determination was made by the
Planning Commision and Board of Supervisors when they approved this Specific
Plan.

An open space dedication was granted to the County as part of this Specific Plan
for the acres shownas Open Space area on Exhibit C-9 (See Figure 2).
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- 53-

l
I·
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
<,

I
I
I
I
I

c. County General Plan Circulation Element

The Circulation Element consists of two major sub-elements, the Road Network
and Bicycle Network. There are no designated bicycle routes in the Borrego
Valley. Therefore, only the road network sub-element is applicable.

1. County Circulation Element
Road Network Text
General Statements

"Preserve a corridor uninhabited by any permanent structure,
future road right-of-way for each and every road shown on the
Circulation Element."

"in all road matters, the Circulation Element shall supercede
any proposal of any Community, Sub-region or Development
Plano"

R~Hll1: The Circulation Element shows two designated roads crossing Rams"
Hill. These will be aligned and constructed as required by the County Department
of Transportation (see Project Description - Circulation). Construction of these
roads would contribute to the completion of the County's overall circulation system
and increase the roads available for use by Valley residents and visitors.
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D. Recreation Element

The Recreation Element consists of four sub-elements: local parks, regional parks,
riding and hiking trails and off-road vehicle use. There are no regional or local
riding and hiking trails on the Rams Hill project site. There are no regional parks
existing in the Borrego area nor are any proposed. No County off-road vehicle
(ORV) facilities are proposed. The Rams" Hill project will dedicate land or offer
fees for local park construction as required by the Local Park Dedication
Ordinance. However, this is not a General Plan matter.
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.E. Seismic Safety Element

The Seismic Safety Element is written almost entirely in terms of "action
programs" for local government rather than policies for private developments.
However, Objective 1 could apply to a private project and is therefore listed below.

1. County Seismic Safety Element
Goals and Objectives
Objective 1

"If a project is proposed in an area classified as seismically
and geologically hazardous, the proposal should establish that:

a. The unfavorable conditions do not exist in the specific
area in question; and/or

b. That the development is consistent with the policies of
the County of San Diego as set forth in this Element."

Rams.Hill: As related in the Environmental Impact Report, RamS'"Hill is subject
to slope failure and shrinkage, erosion and earthquakes. Potential impacts can be
mitigated as discussed in these documents by proper structural design, grading
according to recommendations and planting of exposed and manufactured slopes.
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F. Scenic HighwayElement

A detailed discussion of the Scenic HighwayElement is not particularly relevant to
RamrHill since none of the routes in this element are in proximity to the subject
property. It should be noted, however, that the scenic quality of the property will
be preserved to the greatest extent possible through relatively minimal grading,
the retention of major open space areas, undergroUndutilities, etc. Buildingshave
been designed to blend with the desert and will be compatible in form and color.
Where used, landscaping will emphasize desert-adapted, drought tolerant plants
similar to those that occur naturally.
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G. Public Safety Element

The Public Safety Element is written in terms of four basic categories with
findings, policies and action programs identified under each of the categories. The
four categories are fire hazards, geologic hazards, crime prevention and emergency
services.

The programs of this element are directed primarily to public agencies. The
policies that are applicable to private development are listed below. In addition,
some public directives that will be assisted by the project are also related.

1. County Publlc Safety Element
Fire Hazard Section
Policy 2

"The County will consider site constraints in terms of fire
hazards in land use decisions. Within designated areas where
population or building densities may be inappropriate to the
hazards present, measures will be taken to mitigate the risk of
life and property loss."

~Hill: The property is within the jurisdiction of the Borrego Springs Fire
District. The natural open space areas will provide maximum access for fire and
other emergency vehicles. Current response times to the property vary from ~ 1Q
to ~ 11 minutes. A fire station site has been deeded for development of a
facility by the Borrego Sprin~ Fire District. Implementation of Rams" Hill will
increase access both to the project site and surrounding land, and will result in
increased tax revenues to the District.

2. County Public Safety Element
Crime Prevention Section
Policy 2

"Encourage crime prevention through the planning process by
establishing specific design criteria and standards to be used in
the review of land use development-"

R~Hill: The plans for Rams" Hill have been reviewed by the County Sheriff's
Department with respect to crime prevention and have been found adequate. The
use of restricted access and on-site security personnel1riH- reduceg impacts upon
this Department.

3. County Public Safety Element
Emergency Services Section
Policy 1

"The County will establish and support a comprehensive emer-
gency medical service system which coordinates regional
resources to meet or exceed the criteria and standards for
such a system."

I
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R~Hill: One of the major contributions of the Rams" Hill project is the
provision of additional medical services to the area. The project includes a
satellite medical clinic of the Scripps Clinic in La Jolla.

4. County Public Safety Element
Emergency Services Section
Policy 3

''The County will encourage and support measures which are
necessary for the upgrading of ambulance services and training
of emergency medical personnel."

Rams'PHill: The ambulance services and emergency medical personnel presently
provided are adequate. Implementation of the Rams" Hill plan has expanded the
medical services currently available in the Borrego VaJJey through the construction
of the clinic, associated with the Scripps Clinic in San Diego.

-'8 -
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H. Noise Element
The Noise Element is written primarily in terms of directives to County agencies,
rather than policies or standards for private development. The following policy
which is directed at public agencies requires action by the private sector and is
listed below.

1. County Noise Element
Receiver Site Standards and Controls
Policy ~B

"Require proposals for all permanent and transient occupancy
residential developments for which Environmental Impact
Reports are necessary to demonstrate to the County that
present and forecasted noise levels can be rated "acceptable"
at each building site based on the development standards
displayed in Table 3."

Acceptable levels are: CNEL 55 dB(A) in residential areas
where preexisting noise levels are CNEL 55 or less; CNEL 60
dB(A)where preexisting levels are CNEL56-6~; and CNEL 65
dB(A)where preexisting levels are 65 CNELor greater.

Rams~Hlll: While this policy is a directive to County agencies, it would require
conformance by private projects. No noise problems are expected to occur upon
implementation of Rams" Hill as indicated in the EIR. This has been accomplished
through the use of extensive open spaces and greenbelts, landscaping, building
setbacks from internal streets and complete separation of residential areas from
major roads such as Borrego Springs Road and Yaqui Pass Road. Presently existing
off-road vehicle (ORV) noise will be reduced due to the removal of Old Borrego
Valley Road and controlled project access. It is also recommended that ORV use
be prohibited within the dedicated open space.

I
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1. HousingElement

The HousingElement establishes two primary goals:

Ensure that throughout San Diego County, households of all socio-economic,
racial and ethnic groups are able to obtain a standard affordable home within
an adequate living environment.

Promote the widest possible provision of housing by structure type, cost
design and tenure in all suitable areas of the County.

The Housing Element is designed to address general housingneeds of the metropoli-
tan area with particular emphasis on providing adequate housing for low and
moderate income family units. The Borrego area is separated from the economic
and geographic sphere of the metropolitan San Diego area. Housing in Borrego is
for a highly specialized market, primarily for those desiring a retirement home or a
second home for occupancy during only a portion of the year.

Therefore, the policies of this element are not directly applicable to the Rams"'Hill
project. However, RamrHill will assist in widening the housing market in the
Borrego Valley. At tlae pi esc!'..! time, it is liniitecl M",ost cxeltlsi. el) te theBe ..he
eM Bilers a el:lSl8fft eltHt het:l5C 8A a lerge Ie..,
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J. Conservation Element

The stated purpose of the Conservation Element is "to identify and describe the
natural resouces of San Diego County and prepare policies and action programs to
conserve these resources."

The findings, policies and action programs of this element were presented under
seven categories. The categories are general conservation, water, vegetation and
wildlife habitats, minerals, soils, astronomical dark sky and cultural sites. Due to
the broad nature of this element, the location of Rams" Hill and the types of
policies contained in the element, there are a substantial number of policies that
can be applied either directly or indirectly (through proposed government pro-
grams) to the RamS-Hill project.

1. County Conservation Element
Water Sub-Element, Water Supply Section
Policy 1

"Regional estimates of the need for water should be based on
land use and population projectlons derived from the General
Plan."

R~Hill: Although this policy is a directive to government and not private
projects, water availability and use is a major issue in the Rams'" Hill project.
Extensive studies have been done to estimate ground water use by the Rams'" Hill
project. Use figures and population estimates were based on County projections.
Extensive information is contained in the water section of the EIR and in
associated appendices.

2. County Conservation Element
Water Sub-Element, Water Supply Section
Policy 3

"The County shall support programs which assure an adequate
supply and quality of water to meet the present and future
population needs and to insure this water is provided in
concert with environmental and growth management policies."

Rams Hill: This policy is a directive to government, but for a discussion of
groundwater resources, see Section VI, Water, p, 64.

3. County Conservation Element
Water Sub-Element, Water Supply Section
Policy 4

"Reduce local reliance on imported water."

I
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RamS'"Hill: The Borrego Valley relies on groundwater as it is not connected to the
imported water system which has its closest lines in the adjacent Coachella and
Imperial Valleys. Rams" Hill wilJ assist in implementating recycling programs for
water as reclaimed water wilJ be used for irrigation of the golf ceurseg, The
Borrego VaHey sewer svstem is now being developed to use Rams Hill as a
treatment plant and wastewater recycling facility for the whole valley. Also,
landscaping wilJ emphasize drough-tolerant plants •.

4. County Conservation Element
Water Sub-Element, Water Supply Section
Policy 5

"Water distribution systems should be designed and cons-
tructed to economicaJJy accommodate future use of reclaimed
or desalinized water when technologically and economically

. feasible. Construction of such compatible distribution systems
may be less costly than future costs of modifying existing
systems to accommodate other water sources."

RamsTHill: The on-site water distribution and sewage collection systems have
been designed to maximize the use of reclaimed water for golf course irrigation
when effluent flows are high enough to make this process feasible. It is anticipated,
reclamation wilJ occur etlrt"r: cion'! 1fI0"'tA!! ei throughout the year once this
Specific Plan is completed. Pet celation bed!! .. Hi be t1!!ce 'the rel'l'lail'lil'l@;fsltP
1iionths "heR pFej8£t oc:c"paney urill be Ie'" See the ~iElt1iEl h85!e groundwater
section of the EIR prepared for SP 80-01 and the EIR which accompanies this
specific plan amendment for further information.

5. County Conservation Element
Water Sub-Element, Water Supply Section
Policy 6

I
I
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"Conserve groundwater resources in areas where imported
water is not available. The management objectives will be: .

Cumulative groundwater extraction wilJ not exceed the short-
and long-term groundwater resources of the area; cumulative
groundwater extraction will not significantly adversely affect
flora, fauna, springs, streams, or nearby water rights of
property owners; aquifers underlying the project site will be
capable of supplying the water required; and groundwater
quality wilJ not be significantly degraded by surface or sub-
surface discharge of waste water."

Rams Hill: For a discussion of groundwater resources, see Section VI, Water, p.~
72.
6. County Conservation Element

Water Sub-Element, Waste Water Disposal Section
Policy 8

"Waste water discharges shall not adversely affect the bene-
ficial uses of receiving waters."
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10. County Conservation Element
Vegetation and Wildlife Habitats Sub-Element, Natural
Habitats Section
Policy 5
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Rams-Hill: Effluent discharged will meet the Regional Water Quality Control
Board and State Health Department requirements, thus avoiding adverse impacts.

7. County Conservation Element
Water Sub-Element, Waste Water Disposal Section
Policy 10

"Storm drain runoff should be planned and managed to mini-
mize water degradation, to reduce the 'waste of fresh water,
to enhance wildlife and to reduce the impact of erosion."

Rams"'Hill: Facilities to carry and/or divert storm runoff have been constructed
to reduce erosion and flood hazards. Water distribution and sewage treatment
facilities are protected to reduce the possibility of contamination.

8. County Conservation Element
Water Sub-Element, Waste Water Disposal Section
Policy 11

"The County will encourage projects which will promote the
reclamation and reuse of waste water."

Rams"'Hill: The Rams" Hill sewage treatment facility has been designed and
constructed ~ use treated water for irrigation purposes.

9. County Conservation Element
Water Sub-Element, Drainage and Flood Control Section
Policy 16

"Nonstructural flood protection methods will be used whenever
practical for the conservation of floodplains."

Ram~Hi1l: Since the entire property is subject to sheet flows, structural flood
protection is necessary and has been constructed.

"San Diego County shall encourage the use of native plant
species in review of landscaping and erosion control plans for
public and private projects."

I
I
I
I
I

RamS"Hill: Native and drought tolerant plants are being used for landscaping
Rams" Hill. Landscaping will separate and buffer adjacent uses, reduce erosion and
flood potential, stabilize slopes and reduce visual impacts.
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11. County Conservation Element
Vegetation and Wildlife Habitats Sub-Element, Habitat Modifi-
cation Section
Policy 16

"The County will regulate major land clearing projects to
minimize significant soil erosion, destruction of archaeo-
logical, historic and scientific resources and endangered
species of plants and animals."

RamrHill: Rams" Hill has been designed to cluster most development in the
gently sloping portions of the property. This has minimized the need for grading
and allowed archaeological sites and significant wildlife habitats to be avoided.

12. County Conservation Element
Vegetation and Wildlife Habitats Sub-Element, Habitat Modifi-
cation Section
Policy 17

"No use or development subject to the San Diego environ-
mental impact review process shall be permitted which, in the
determination of the Board of Supervisors (or other body which
has been delegated decision-making authority by the Board)
would have significant adverse impacts on: (1) any species of
plant or animal identified as rare, endangered, or threatened
by the State of California or the U. S. Department of the
Interior, or (2) any valuable and unique natural resource or
habitat, unless there are significant overriding social and
economic concerns,"

Rams"'Hill: The Rams" Hill project preserves the significant habitat areas as
identified in the Environmental Impact Report.

13. County

I
I
I
I
I
I

Conservation Element
Mineral Sub-Element, Unique Geological Features Section
Policy 9

"The County will, to the extent practical, protect and preserve
unique geological features from destruction, damage or loss."

Rams"'Hill: Ram~Hill has clustered development and minimized land alteration to
maintain the visual integrity of the South Slope as viewed from the rest of Borrego
Valley.

14. County Conservation Element
Soils Sub-Element, Erosion Control and Hillside Protection
Management Section
Policy 13
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"Soils and geology reports, as required by State or County
regulations, when made available to the public, shall have a
layman's summary. It shall include: hazardous or potentially
hazardous conditions; recommendations to mitigate, or par-
tially mitigate" hazardous conditions; and suggested main-
tenance and land management procedures subsequent owners
should follow."

Rams"7'Hlll: A soils and geology report containing this information is discussed and
summarized in the EIR and included as an appendix.

15. County Conservation Element
Astronomical Dark Sky Sub-Element
Policy I

"The County of San Diego will act to minimize the impact of
development on the useful life of the observatories-"

Rams"Hll1: Several mitigation measures to reduce impacts to levels of
insignificance are recommended in the dark skies section of the EIR. These include
the use ~ of specific types of light, shading of lamps so all light is directed
downward and limited or no lighting of the recreational facilities at night.

16. County Conservation Element
Cultural Sites Sub-Element
Policy I

"The County shall take those actions which will seek to
conserve and protect significant cultural resources."

Rams....Hlll: Seven archaeological sites have been located on the project site, all of
which are located in designated natural open space ~ QF fU;'olFe plaRRtRg aFeas.

17. County Conservation Element
Cultural Sites Sub-Element
Action Program 4.1

"Include in the EIR a detailed analysis of the nature and extent
of potentially adverse impacts on areas of recorded or known
cultural value and areas of potential cultural resource value."

RamSHll1: l\P1!t1 ehaeeleg) rers8r"t, "itA petefl'&ial iFApaets aREI FeeeFRFReRaatieFlS,
~ tRellises as aA Blll'eRshl 'fa 'EAe EIR:. The EIR includes an analysis of potential
cultural resource imoacts in Section V. E. of the report.
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18. County Conservation Element
Cultural Sites Sub-Element
Policy ,

"Encourage the use of open space easements in the conserva-
tion of high-value cultural resources,"

Rams""Hill: The potentially valuable archaeological sites have been fully studied
iflll are Ret iR areas ee"eres sr tl:lis 51leeitie PlaR and are located in areas
designated as Open Space.

I
I
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I
I
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"Encourage reduced levels of nonessential lighting in all
sectors."
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K. Energy Element

The Energy Element is a discretionary element (not required by state law) which
attempts "to direct action within the County toward a more conservant and
efficient use of its energy resources•••• "

The policies and programs are almost exclusively directives to public agencies, not
requirements of private development. However, private projects can affect the
implementation of these policies. Therefore, certain policies are discussed below.

1. County Energy Element
Conservation Policies
Use TechnologyPolicies 1,2 and 3

"Encourage energy conservation in residential and commercial
space heating."

"Encourage energy conservation in residential and commercial
space cooling."

"Encourage energy conserving measures in· residential and
commercial water heating."

Rams'"Hill: The developer has proposed that solar energy be used at Rams'"Hill for
space heating, pool heating and water heating. The use of passive techniques, such
as building orientation, insulation, windowplacement, etc., would be encouraged in
designing the proposed structures. All County energy requirements will be met.

2. County Energy Element
Conservation Policies
Use TechnologyPolicy 5

RamrHill: As noted in the dark skies portion of the EIR, lighting will be limited
at night to that required for safety purposes, thus conserving energy, reducing
impacts on nearby observatories and preserving atmosphere of the area.
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3. County Energy Element
Conservation Policies
Use TechnologyPolicy 12

"Promote strict County water conservation and recycling
measures as a means of conserving energy."

Rams" Hill: Although this policy is directed at the County, water conserving and
recycling measures have been incorporated into the plans for Rams"Hill as related
previously.

I
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V. COMPATIBILITY WITH THE
REGIONAL GROWTH MANAGEMENT POLICY POUCIES

At the time of approval of the Rams Hill Specific Plan, the Regional Growth
Management Plan had not yet been incorporated into the County General Plan. It
has now been incorporated, and the County General Plan Land Use Element, Policy
1.7, "Special Study Areas", designated the Borrego Valley as one of two special
study areas. In regard to the Borrego VaJley, that policy states that "no application
for changes in the General Plan which would result in an overall increase in the
potential number of dwelling units shall be approved until a cumulative
environmental analysis and long-range plan are prepared for the area,"

This is the same language as existed in the Regional Growth Management Plan. On
August 1, 1978, the Board of Supervisors made a finding that the policy did not
affect the Rams Hill specific plan as the Rams Hill plan did not propose any
increase in density over that allowed by the General Plan.
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K. Energy Element

The Energy Element is a discretionary element (not required by state law) which
attempts "to direct action within the County toward a more conservant and
efficient use of its energy resources••.• "

The policies and programs are almost exclusively directives to public agencies, not
requirements of private development. However, private projects can affect the
implementation of these policies. Therefore, certain policies are discussed below.
1. County Energy Element

Conservation Policies
Use TechnologyPolicies 1, 2 and 3

"Encourage energy conservation in residential and commercial
space heating."

"Encourage energy conservation in residential and commercialspace cooling."

"Encourage energy conserving measures in· residential and
commercial water heating."

Rams""Hill: The developer has proposed that solar energy be used at Ram~Hill for
space heating, pool heating and water heating. The use of passive techniques, such
as building orientation, insulation, window placement, etc., would be encouraged in
designing the proposed structures. All County energy requirements will be met.
2. County Energy Element

Conservation Policies
Use TechnologyPolicy 5

"Encourage reduced levels of nonessential lighting in ail
sectors."

RamrHill: As noted in the dark skies portion of the EIR, lighting will be limited
at night to that required for safety purposes, thus conserving energy, reducing
impacts on nearby observatories and preserving atmosphere of the area.
3. County Energy Element .

Conservation Policies
Use TechnologyPolicy 12

"Promote strict County water conservation and recycling
measures as a means of conserving energy."

Rams~Hill: Although this policy is directed at the County, water conserving and
recycling measures have been incorporated into the plans for RamS"Hill as relatedpreviously.
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VI. MlTIGAnos MEASURESFOR
ENVIRONMENTALISSUES

General Plan Amendment GPA 76-02 which designated this property as a Specific
Plan Area states that the Specific Plan for the project must incorporate specific
mitigation measures for environmental issues identified in the Environmental
Impact Report.

The following are mitigation measures identified in the~Environmentallmpact
Reports for SP 80-01 and SP-A83-05 which have been <WefIeo incorporated in the
project to minimize potential adverse impacts. Mitigation measures recommended
in conjunction with this current specific plan amendment are also summarized
below. Side te the gef\3itL e nattlre;1 !Pie site afts tI=lesevefal ye8:fs sf s;\:Isie& aRe=~:::::i;. this pp8jeetJ el'l: ipsnfl'leFltal !S~:~ ~~: B~~ ~~~~~f!~ca.::

.~. e5 Il'le8Pl'8pate!l i!htP1Rgthe pieRi'lli'll; ~~~~ !~~el~'!~~~~
~~t~p;;"t ~eeAti:HeS tAe.s~. ~epefepev it is !'let s:. ...l';~~~~~~~~:;:=~::es aAe ~lttga:eleA ~e851:tPeS~hep the .faet aA~~ ~eJRg 4e
tt. p. Btl! rattler ee, eleptng a preJcet eeMlst ..."t cat" ePhIfePlFfte,reel
Reess
Land Use

Several design features mitigate potential impacts resulting from the development
of. a residential-resort complex: (1) the residential units would be clustered; (2)
over half the property would be dedicated as permanent undeveloped open space;
Grextensive landscaping wouldbe done with desert-adapted plants. The current Iv
proposed specific plan amendment would be consistent with apolicable land use
designations for the property.

Laalforms/GeologylSoils

Grading is significantly mitigated by design. The ~ :l'lteMi"e intense land uses,
including the PO units, hotel-resort complex and single-family homes would be
located in the gently sloping, central portions of the property. The steeper areas
would be designated as estate lots where grading wouldbe done only for roads and
possibly some pads and drainage. All grading conforms to the County's grading
standards so dust generation has been mitigated to an insignificant level.

Agriculture

No mitigating measures were proposed or deemed necessary by the ~ EIR's for
SP 80-0I! SP-A83-05 or the currently proposed specific plan amendment.

Geologic Hazards

Potential damage to structure and loss of life from severe earthquakes would be
substantially mitigated by constructing buildings to withstand a quake of 7.3 on the
Richter Scale and a bedrock acceleration of O./j. g. The slight erosion hazard would
be mitigated by planting grassy areas on portions of the landscaped area and on
graded slopes. The naturally occurring erosion hazard on the undeveloped open
space, thB BiFeilili '/'kieFJ are E1esigRa'ee">Jet a PaFt'" the portions of the estate lots
which would be left in. a natural state and the portions of the single-family lots
which wouldbe minimally landscaped wouldnot be mitigated.
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Air Quality

The APCD should undertake a full monitoring program to assess air quality. To
reduce emission levels, the project design includes an internal bicycle system and a
regional riding asnd hiking trail system, and an emphasis on golf cart travel within
the resort community.
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The potential for slope failure would be fully mitigated by design and landscaping.
The maximum gradient would be 2:1. Construction would conform to the County
Grading Ordinance.

To mitigate potential impacts due to shrinkage, a balance would be provided in
which final grades can be raised or lowered depending on actual shrinkage factors.

Flooding/Hydrology

To mitigate the hazard from flooding to structures, an extensive system of~
three flood control channels has been built to divert flow around the southeast and
west sides of the developed areas. The waste water treatment plant and
percolation basins are fully protected from flooding to the satisfaction of the
Regional Water Quality Control Board.

Biology
The studies required by the County have been completed and "signed off". No rare
or endangered species have been found on the site. The current specific plan
amendment desi nates a resource reservation area in the southwestern ortion of
the soecific plan area to preserve both biological and archaeological resources.
Sensitive habitat areas are also located within the 72 acre northernmost portion of
the property. These two areas, totalling 222 acres, are designated as natural open
space areas to protect the biological resources.

Archaeology

Mitigation studies have been completed and signed off. The current specific plan
amendment designates a resource oreservation area in the southwestern portion of
the specific olan area for the puroose of preservin~ archaeolo~ical and biological
resources. '$lMse1t1elent tiel! .st~;nes Poe'e SRB'jI Ii 1ha:e all E!:pSheeeleg) site> al@
8t1t!ise af ti'le l!etlftS8l") sf !Ai! §!!eeifie PIeR. This area is included in the 150 acre
dedicated natural ooen space area.

Climate

No mitigating measures are proposed or deemed necessary.

The use of solar energy substantially mitigates potential impacts on the San Diego
Air Basin resulting from electrical generation. The use of solar energy for
domestic space and water heating would substantially mitigate emissions from
power plant energy generation by about one-third. An increase in the level of
public transportation facilities for long-distance trips to Borrego could potentially
decrease trip related emissions within the San Diego Air Basin from long-distance
trips destined for RamrHill.
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Dark Skies

To avoid impacting the quality of the dark sky to the east of the Mount Palomar
and Mount Laguna Observatories, a number of measures would be undertaken. AU
outdoor lighting fixtures will be shaded on top so that all light would shine
downward. Cut-off luminaries could be used which emit no light above 90 degrees,
thereby eliminating unwanted light scattering into the atmosphere. Either low
pressure mercury lamps equipped with ultraviolet filters or high-pressure sodium
lamps could be used in cutdoor fixtures. The golf course will not be lighted at
night. The tennis courts at the hotel complex and perhaps within the residential
areas would be lighted only for a limited period each night. Cut-off luminaries
using high pressure sodium lamps with flood light configuration would be used to
light the tennis ccurts. All lights for the pools, outside club house facilities and
tennis courts, will be turned off at a reasonable hour.

~

Prohibiting ORV use in the project's open spaces and regulating ORV use in the
Anza Borrego Desert State Park would mitigate any increase in noise due to
recreational use of ORV's by RamrHill residents and visitors. The project design
mitigates potential noise impacts on residents and guests of Rams' HilL Residen-
tial units are being separated from major traffic areas, and clustered around cul-
de-sacs to reduce through traffic.

Visual Quality

To reduce impacts to visual quality, extensive landscaping using native vegetation
is being done throughout the resort, PO, and single-family areas of the project.
The large roughs on the borders of the golf course.! are being left in native
vegetation Jmi! ~H) ee,el8Jlee The waste water treatment facility "ill 'ae
Ber8eR8s IF8FR "ie'" 1MFBYgR1Me <158iii e1ese,. aeaJl.ee 'rees aRe si'IFlliliis located
substantially below ground level. The mesquite woodland adjacent to the Borrego
Sink located in the northernmost portion of the project is designated as natural
open SDace. arn;1t!he ridge wash areas in the southwest comer is also being
designated as natural open space. WHYlsRn ae ee\'eI8Jlee a. t.\,is tiFRe

Energy

Domestic energy consumption would be reduced by one-third by the application of
solar technology and passive design techniques. Solar energy will be used for pool,
water and space heating. Proper orientation and shading of buildings will aid in
heating a building during cold months and reducing cooling load in the summer.
Other design techniques include maximizing insulation in roofs and walls, using
light colors on roofs, and designing windows and proper landscaping for maximum
natural ventilation.

Utilization of the County Rural Lifeline Transit system by Rams" HiH residents
would decrease the number of long-distance vehicle trips between the coastal areas
and Rams' Hill. The complex would include an internal and bicycle trail system to
encourage walking, bicycling and riding. Clustering of dwelling units and the
prevision of services on site would minimize the number and length of vehicles
trips.
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The wastewater treatment facility has been designed to handle a large variability
in flow volumes. Effluent will be recycled for use on the golf coursej,

The medical clinic existing on site will incrementally decrease the number of long-
distance trips made by Borrego residents for medical care.

SDG&Ehas indicted that new substation facilities may be needed to serve full
build-out of Rams Hill as proposed bv this specific plan amendment. The applicant
wouldcoordinate with SDG&Eto ensure adequate provision of services.

Traffic

All road and traffic requirements and conditions placed on the applicant at the
time of the approval of Specific Plan 80-01 have been satisfied by dedication,
construction, secured agreement or other Board of Supervisors action.

lPAp,!; eFfleRt te ee~A" ",ajer reBEl 9tePliSaF8S 8A YBtEtl:liPass ReaEi aet'reeA l=iigl:ptra:y
78 ana the Ser. ega Valle) 8ft "'eAlei!l:I",a "aYe) Reael Aetll~ ",itigate iefFege
S!!,riPlg!~eal( 3ce:!OJi trsfiie iftlll'eet3 en tkex ffleHPLBee!!! rsees te iRsigRifieaRee
TAls FRe85'=Jpe, "e he» ef, tffl:Hhel) te Be iffiplePflcnteei ettie fa firt8nsial BRe t8. paiR
s9Rs.FaiRts P4efe '"e1-1 R=lafhea 'QIFR8\:ft5 SA ~ese RaFPS'\, slSl3iAg peass 'le aUe'JS fSF
l'8!5iPlg sf 918 Aer ,chie!es W8ttle greatl) iRerease tp'sifie fIe h a"8 safety.

SkettlEi tAe lessc£' Ie i 81 sf iflPlf3P8, e ....efll1!9 EiiSetl9Sea it: tl=tc text Be iR'lJ!leR'leRtee
reMer ~afl 1:t=tes! retlt:lit eEi h, DOT, "e aetHtienel PfIee!t:lre! "eMlel he AeeeS!Jap, te
i"::llijr ~itigate eirewlatiQR iJ:Rpa£t&

The County of San Diego recommends road imorovements to Yaoui Pass Road and
Borrego Springs Road to be completed in two phases. The first-phase road
improvements will mitigate the impacts resulting from increased residential-
generated traffic and must be completed prior to occupancy of any residential
units within the proposal. The second phase of road improvements will mitigate
the imoacts resulting from commercial-generated traffic and must be completed
prior to occupancy of anv buildings within the commercial area of the oroposal.

Liquid Waste

The construction and careful operation of the proposed wastewater treatment plant
will mitigate to an insignificant level all potential impact. Sewage produced by the
Rams' Hill development and the town center area of Borrego Springs will be
reclaimed as irrigation water for the golf course.!"

The project would not create any adverse impacts on schools. Therefore, no
mitigation is proposed or deemed necessary. i\ 17 aepe sile IotasBeeR pesep, eEl le
Be 'eeeieate8 as aR eleFReR1apy seRBel sile 5RSylEI SAe eeeeFflle ReeeS!Bp..: at a ft:1t1:1pe
~
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Fire Protection

A ~ J.OO-acre parcel on site for a station has been deeded to the fire district
and a fire truck purchased. A fire station will be constructed. The development of
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the Scripps Satellite Clinic would significantly mitigate the impact of the project
on emergency medical services. The project would not mitigate the adverse
impacts resulting from the immediate necessity of constructing a new fire station.

Sheriff's Protection

The Rams- Hill development is designed to incorporate a high level of internal
security, which would tend to mitigate the impact on sheriff services. Entry into
and egress from the property would be regulated. The residential developments are
oriented around cul-de-sacs, designed to create "mini-neighborhoods" thereby
reducing through traffic, potential vandalism and associated problems. Use of the
second homes would be seasonal in nature, and the need for sheriff services would
probably be substantially reduced in summer. The Rams" Hill project would
significantly expand the tax base in the community. The additional tax revenues
would somewhat offset the cost of expanded services.

Solid Waste

The gradual phased construction of the project would stagger impacts over five
years. The impacts of the project on the sanitary landfill could be mitigated to an
insignificant level by developing the capability in the valley to generate low grade
energy from solid waste. This would in tum reduce impacts of electrical
generation from fossil fuels along the coast, and would minimize the need for
additional transmission capacity.

The County Department of Sanitation and Flood Control has indicated that
additional landfill capacity may be necessarY to serve build-out of the Rams Hill
development. The applicant will work with the County to ensure that adequate
landfill facilities are provided.

~
On site, a series of measures are proposed to conserve water at Ram~Hill. Up to
i!§Q,QQQ 1!~OO!OOO G.P.D. of waste water would be recycled to irrigate the golf
course.!' Drought-resistant plants would be used for landscaping. A large
percentage of the site would be maintained in a natural state. In addition, the
following measures are being implemented. The landscaping and golf course are
watered at night to help reduce evaporation losses. Water flow restrictors are
included in all faucets. Low flow basin toilets and water efficient dishwashers are
being installed in all dwelling units. Drip irrigation is being used for shrubbery in
common areas.

Ir+ lillO, ih~ CaYRt«!: 89Awaete'Et 'MitA tAe 'JPlitea :ita'!s!; Ceelegieel S~P' e, (U~Ci)
~~: :t~=a C@fl~rtR'l@Rt9i Water R@&9Wre@S(CWR) t9 wReI@rsli@a g,~9wREI
~~. _:~. IlFe!li*e a gpet:lIlel"atep FflaRe:!IeFfleR'I:!,laR fap the Bo[[ ec!:0 feHe].
=:9 a4Fee IlRi3Ise9tWeI~'eReeR'l!lil9Sip.g PRase 1 Cata CBlIeetiBR aRe "Ral:'sis,

5 d CeFRf31e:ltef ~4aEleliRg, a.Re PRas@;1 PFepaFatieR af ~Re CPBt:lA8'\ ater
A'aAege~eRt PlaR

~ aRNAt sf ""aler lR: 'S'leFage, tAB aFF:8YAt af gF9YRS'vatep FeeRapg_, aFl8 lRe!~:=:eprejee;@e1 w~@Fates' +I:le b'§iCli ~Ise pe tie" es gpal:lPlsv.ater !Il:1aiit,.
1:1 at lAsse st\:lEhes 5R8'''es a 5':lB5'taRtlal~' large, Feser"e ef gF9wAS"'ater
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Steps have been taken to increase the amount of reclaimed water available
by the connection of the Town Center sewer to the Rams Hill wastewater
treatment plant. If development continues as projected, the estimated 1.080
acre-feet of reclaimed water produced would provide sufficient flow in the
winter months. during peak occupation rates at Rams Hill, to meet nearIv
100%of water demand from two 18-hole golf courses. In the summer, when
irrigation demand is higher and reclaimed water availabilitv is down due to
lower occupancy rates, it is estimated that about 30 percent of the golf
courses water demand could be met with reclaimed water. As additional
development takes place in Borrego. the amount of wastewater available will
continue to increase.
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Although the Borrego Valley is not likely to have any critical water problems for
some time. water is still a finite resource and any new development must address
water management considerations. The Rams Hill developer has included certain
water conservation measures as part of the planning for the project which 'are
described below.

!:. On-Site MeasuresFour measures are bein imoelemented or ro osed to conserve water at
Rams Hill: 1) treatment of wastewater for reuse: (2) increased use of
drought resistant plants for landscaping' 0) design of the proposed golf
course and redes' n of existin course to im rove water conservation' and 4)
changes in golf course maintenance techniques aimed at water conservation.

As discussed in the EIR for Phase I (SF 80-00 of the Rams Hill development.
to conserve water further. drought resistant plants are used to the maximum
extent feasible for landscaping in common areas. Under the amendment to
the Specific Plan. no change is suggested to the 1.832 acres of the site which
are designated as permanent open space.
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In addition. plans have been developed for the redesign of the existing golf
course which would decrease the amount of acreage in turf from 87 Dercent
to 66 percent of the total golf course area. This would be accomplished by
narrowing the fairwavs and decreasing the size of tee and green areas and
increasing the area of the course using desert landscaping. The proposed golf
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course will be planned based on the same design concept of reduced turf area
and increased desert landscape.

A proposal has also been made that would reduce the rate of water
application for drought tolerant areas from the current level of about 2.54
acre-feet per acre per year to 1.47 acre-feet per acre per year. This
decrease in usage wouldbe achieved largely through the reduction of the rate
of application on desert-scape transition areas around the golf course. It is
considered a realistic reduction level since it also allows for slightly heavier
application at entrances and other "show" areas considered essential to
maintain the scenic appeal of the development.

To further reduce water use, state of the art irrigation technology would be
used for the new golf course. Sprinkler heads will be controlled individually,
allowing course operators to deliver water where it is needed and avoid
overwatering areas which do not dry out as rapidly. In addition, systems are
available whereby such meteorological parameters as temoerature, wind and
evapotranspiration rate can be keyed into the computer system to deliver
water quantities which do not exceed the amount the plants can use.

In addition some additional rechar e ma ocC'.Jrsince the new olf course
design includes detention desilting basins for storm runoff. This measure
compliments in part a recommendation in the DWRwater management reoort
for con-struction of small recharge ponds.

Borrego Water District
In 1961, property owners in the Borrego Valley formed the Borrego Water
District covering an area of roughly 43 square miles. The District has an
elected Board of Directors.' One of the mitigation measures proposed in the
1979 EIR was the annexation of Rams Hill to this water district. Since then
the Rams Hill site has become part of the Borrego Water District. This will
serve to facilitate vallev-wide water management. As pointed out in the
1979 EIR, anv, potential problems with difierential lowering of the water
table can be prevented through a basin-wide supplv agency. Regulation of
water usage and equalization of rights to water can be ensured.

In conclusion this amendment to the Soecific Plan phase of the Rams Hill
project and furore high growth in the Borrego Valley would not imperil the
water supply in the Borrego groundwater basin. Conservative assumptions
concerning future residential and agricultural growth in the valley result in
an estimated consumptive water use of between 10,700 and 16,300 acre-feet
annually bv the vear 2000, assuming a growth rate of 8% and 12%,
respective Iv! and that agricultural use declines to 50% of 1980 levels. This is
in comoarison to DWR'sscenarios for 2000 which range from 12,470 to 14,420
acre-feet per vear, for the same growth rates (assuming that agricultural use
remains at 1980 levels). That report concludes that "the Borrego Valley does
not have imminent and critical water problems" and sufficient water is in
storage to allow the valley to implement water management plans as growth
takes place. The DWR reoort recommendations for· water management
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include the establishment of the Borrego Water District as a valley-wide
water management agenCY:caoture and recharge of natural runoff into the
groundwater basin through construction of numerous small and inexpensive
recharge pondsj and maximum water conservation and reclamation. Several
of these points are addressed by current or proposed actions at Rams Hill
including its incorporation into the Borrego Water District. golf course design
aimed at water conservation. and the use of reclaimed water for irrigation.
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VIL IMPLEMENT AnON

This section discusses the discretionary and ministerial permits required to
implement Ram~Hi1l. The discretionary permits and applications include ~
large i.ale praje.; app1isa;i8R;(~)(J) a specific plan amendment,~ (2) a series of
zone reclassifications, (3) an amended major use permit and a new major use
permit to accommodate chan:es to the existin~ 18-hole ~Olf course and a new 18-
hole golf course, (") a JEt ic; ef ii1U;OI U9C 1'2: .aits; (5f ill a series of planned
development permits, and ~ (.5) a series of tentative and final subdivision maps
ana (7) 11 teflta:tiu e 8ftS fiRaI papse! PRep aft 'eRe eHAie 9ite te e)ll'eeite tRis !!8ft ef
the Ilrs;eet. The ministerial permits include (1) grading permits, (2) construction.
permits, (3) encroachment permits, and (4) building permits. In addition, an
environmental impact report is required. and has been prepared in conjunction with
this specific plan amendment.

A. Discretionary Permits and Applications

11 eMr;e §ei!'Je PEejeet

Fbi 3ttaiit t& Seaps of §~I'ep\ iss,s Peliey I "5', '&his pp81'8sal is Elefw.es as a laFge
GQ)8 proja." tines tRg p..c:opeF=t)' QX'V'i'iuift 100 3€re5 iA &iiE9j 3AQ il FS'j-SA9, ·8R·a·:"9
swluHvi&ieA ?Rap, aRe t:Raj9f yse pePFAit'5 ape AeeeS5ap) fer its iFRplefflefttetiefl: It is
Ae!, R8U e, eF, B "lefts "rejeet" tlnaa, ,tate Ian G:1 ~ oai) a liJiiiteei 1'01tiOd IIill :,c
'esiseAl:tallet sales 581e !e ifu:lioiStle{ I'tlpeneSepsi Ail ether lets ntH ee ee,ele~eB
8} .Pie ,rejeet ae. elepep Sf stRey ee, ele['ef/st:lHeer3' .\ 3[!5ceifie ~iaPl ild!!l eeep.
a~pF8r @& ie' a 3.g~ aere ..artieR af 1Metetel 3,1\'g ae. e fSfepept) i Tl-le f'e~e:iniP1g
!ilH sere, .. ill Be tHe 5l:I8jeet el s 'tIBgel!lttePltliE e;eet s~~HestiePl'

oi!w 1:. Specific Plan Amendment

A specific plan for. the first five years of development was approved on May 7,
1980 (SP 80-01). An amended specific plan was approved on May 2. 1984 (SP-A83-
0.5) and the approved land uses are shown in Figure 11. SP-A83-O.5 concerned minor
revisions to areas covered by the original specific plan. This Specific Plan
Amendment covers the 928 acres which were designated as future planning areas
(FPA's) in the original soecific plan (SP 80-01). proposes changes to the configur-
ation of the eXisting l8-hole golf course and the addition of a new l8-hole golf
course, and also proooses changes to certain land uses within the boundaries of the
preViously aoproved specific plan (Figure 12). This amendment will detail that
development which could occur within the next five vear period of time On
conformance with Board Policy I-59). This amendment will result in the allocation
of the remaining 790 units that were not covered by either SP 80-01 or
SP-A 83-0.5. In addition. this amendment will replan 269 units previously covered
by SP 80-01 and SP-A 83-0.5. In short. this amendment will allocate a combined
total of 1.059 unIts. This allocation is based on 780 dwelling units designated in
Specific ?lan (SP 80-01) • .511 units of these 780 au's will remain as designated. 269
du's designated in SF 80-01 will be reolanned. 790 additional new units will also be
allocated. The reolanned 269 units and the new 790 units total 1.0.59 units which
are the subject of this amendment.
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This amendment results in the allocation of the entire number of units (l.570)
allowed on the property by the existing General Plan. It also leaves approximatelv
312 acres designated as FPA's with no density assigned. It is anticipated that some
projects will not attain the maximum density permitted. and that some units will
be "left over". Such "leftover" units. if they occur. would eventually be developed
in the approximately 313 acres of FPA's designated by this amendment. The FPA's
may therefore be regarded as a "bank". Development in the FPA's would be the
subject of a future amendment<s) which would be done in accordance with the
following guidelines:

~ Densitv in any FPA would in no case exceed six (6) dwelling units per acre.

I
I
I
,I
,I

In total. this amendment will allocate 1.059 dwelling units with 1j.2units being
designated as estate. 1j.33 units designated as 3 du's per acre. and 581/. units
designated as 6 du's Der acre.

il
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b. Unused units would be allocated first to the FPA located south of Scripps
Clinic and adjacent to Yaqui Pass Road. second to the FPA located east of
the fire station site and north of the existing flood control channel. third to
the area northwest of the flood control channel and southwest of Borrego
Springs Road, and finally to the area north of Borrego Springs Road. Any
remaining FPA's will become open space.

£:. The TM that allocates the last of the allowed 1,570 units will contain a
condition requiring the dedication of anv remaining FPA's as open SDace. If
there is a subsequent SPA, that SPA will then replace the FPA's with the
appropriate ODenspace designation.

~ 2. Zone Reclassifications

Blleepi itt ePees fSF "'RieR fiReY FABfJ8REt'. e seeR peeereles, the gSfAS' Will I'PBperf:: is
~Fe6eRtl)' aQReS "'jtiA prg"iei9Aal i&9AiAg eate89Fies 5i 37, te al~e"F ae"elep r=A8Rt

WRger tl:l8 specific pliR requirements

The 9J5 aeFes v"AieR aFe Ret plaAReEf IR tt\is ~f3eeifie PleA pRase ape aesigAatee 5 oy
fep fYWr8 :;liiRR iOB

Current zoning of the Rams Hill site is shown in Figure 13. The amended zoning is
shown in Figure 11/..This amendment would allow for rezoning of 616 acres of 5-88
zoned land to permit development within some of the currentlv designated future
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plannin!!: areas. Other rezones include: Designation of additional open space for
the exoansion of the North Golf Course and the dedication of natural ooen space to
protect biological and archaeological resources; and the designation of a 30-acre
parcel for commercial use. previouslv identified for future commercial use.

~ 3. Major Use Permits

J4aje. \:ISS,erMies "'epe Ir ape aeiR! peEl~iped fer the "a!te nate. tr eetnicrrt ~la1lt,
'SRe gell sswrES, 'liRe tl:tree plaAAes EtsuelepfReRt aFeas anEi 'CAFee Feerea:tieR faeilitr
sites 'li9 98 leGates iA ~. 'iRS!' fa~H:c d8;aSAe~ F8&iEleAQalarea. TRI R9cel/teAFW&
ee'fp't eerl~pleK '''iU Ret FeElY!'! a ;Rajs, YSS peFAl!. BY", "Jill re&;jYire a:1i~F9¥al if a
site ,JaA as Elels aid: EleveJefiFR8At ift 'CAe C f,;t il8AI.

A major modification to the existing golf course MUP (P79-130W) a new MUP
(P86-062) for the North Course is being processed. MUP's have already been
approved for the wastewater treatment plant and for the hotel/tennis complex.
Both the North and South Golf Courses will require ·MUP's. The existing golf
pavilion will be included in (P79-130W) for the North Course. The actual plans for
construction of the clubhouse facility will require a modification of the MUP
(P86-062) for the South Course; however. there will be no charge for review of the
country club site plan by the County staff and the review will be administrative.

ofI' 4. Planned Development Permit

Planned development permits are required for the planned residential unit areas.

~ 5. Tentative and Final Subdivision Maps

The filing and approval of a tentative subdivision map and the recording of a final
subdivision map are necessary to create separate parcels pursuant to the require-
ments of the State's Subdivision Map Act. +AI! eA.ife Ele, efelleEi afea ef 'RI! !ifeje!!.
"ill Be ee"eree 8)' a pRase" series sf 'tieRa1iHe ",ape iWla,,'iFlg tEA@ e1eJ~,=,:lati"8
EiFeatisR s£ 730 iAEli"iElwal RaFFle sites, a ]'0 F99FR FeseFt Re'lel eSFf\!31en '1 ittR
3l:1lSporteePli"icreiel' feeilitics; "aste 'ASler trealffleflt faeiliiies, fire 91atieA; 061£
eettr3C, ena f1ttflAepe~9 el3eR 6~8ee,Lpee,e8ti8f\al let!. riftsl ....!If'3 epee eeiJlto filee ~
'eRe pfejee. is il'Rllhll'ReA1liIiil· Five final maps have been recorded on the site and
three final maDS are being processed. A new tentative map is being processed in
conjunction with this Specific Plan Amendment to redefine the area for the new
South Golf Course and planned development of the fairwav lots.

'I
I
I:
I

Future tentative maps may include several different types of residential develop-
ment on one tentative map. For example. a single tentative map may include an
R-S-3 area and several R-V-6 areas. In cases where a tentative mao includes
several different residential prodUct tvpes. the developer may retain the flexibility
to transfer units among residential development areas within one tentative map.
For example. within a tentative mao area including an. R-S-3 area and an R-V-6
area., a developer could build to an R-S-2 density in the R-S-3 area and transfer the
additional units to an R-V-6 area. causing the R-V-6 area to be developed to eLI) R-
V-7 or R-V-8 density. Such a scenario would require a rezone of the R-V-6 area in
conjunc:ion with the ~entative map. however. a specific plan amendment would not

I
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be required. When the tentative map for the estate lot area is submitted it will be
subject to supplemental environmental review prior to approval bv the County of
San Diego. The emohasis of the County's review will be on the potential impacts of
grading with respect to slope stability. erosion potential and visual resources as
well as the compatability·of the design with surrounding land uses. If the proposed
42 dwelling units cannot be accommodated in the estate lot area due to environ-
mental concern. the "leftover" units will be relocated in accordance with the
provisions of this specific plan.

6. TCJilat:. c aud Final Pm eei p'1ap

1ft ePEler i9 eKpeElite Ele"81apt=A8Ai sf tI:le ...egisal eHRiQ a par •• l map '''as rgcorded
fer tRa" si1:e eeReyppeAt n ith 81'pre isf of the Specific Pian_

B. MinisterialPennits

1. Grading and Building Permits

Grading and building permits 'jI'lll lie ReeeS&arr fer llPejeel eeFl'll'leliefl aRe "ill "e
e8"er8e iR lRe 9,,8,-11 r8"i8'" Elf tRs filr9jeet will be processed in conjunction with
various phases of project implementation.

C. Environmental Impact Report

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended, an
environmental impact report has been prepared to address the total impacts of the
project. EIR's were prepared and certified for both SP 80-01 and SP-A83-O.5. An
EIR is being processed concurrently with this specific plan amendment.

O. Phasing

This Specific Plan is being implemented on a phased basis. Bj 19SIf, teatsch e or
filial .TlB153 w:11 Be in rsreee59 8r reeereee fer 68g ef dlC a118 "aBle 7&g ~Ai'!9 ~f 1:Rl!
Speei:fil; PbR As of October 1986 there are final maps recorded or being
processed for .511 dwelling units. This Specific Plan Amendment allocates the
remaining 790 residential units to 616 acres of the. 928 acres previously designated
for future planning. Incremental development within the Specific Plan Area will be
phased in response to market demand.

E. ContimJed Maintenance

The maintenance of the open space, landscaping, private streets, drainage facilities
and recreational facilities will be done through private assessments. There will be
an overall homeowners' association for general maintenance and individual home-
owners' associations for the various planned development and conventional sub
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division units. The landscaping of the single-family homes would be privately
maintained. Fees will be established for meeting the requirements of each unit and
the pro-rata costs of certain commonly-held facilities or commonly used services,
such as 'the basic circulation streets, the natural open space area and security
services. The major public facilities, such as hotel, golf course and clinic, will be
maintained by the owners or operators of those facilities. FQr lIe1iililelll elilllBRBtieR
see A.!SeAFAeflt d'D

As provided in the General Plan Amendment and the mitigation measures of 'the
Environmental Impact Report, the developer proposes to retain the underlying fee
on 'the +,669 l,832-acre open space are~ "YriRS tl:lis iirs1 ii"e yeBr llRB5e ei 1ii'le
llpejee. This will assure maintenance of the area and allow minor changes in the
open space area should it be deemed necessary for environmental reasons in future
specific plans. Q'=IpiFtg CAe eAzsif9Af:ABAtaJ f8"iev· ~rQE8S&J CQYAtr &taf4: RaE
iAElieaiea .at &YeR 'Rift' A:I~c b. Fe'lwiF8Q tQ pres.F'. :aF£Rs89l9gy an" Dig)oSY
re38ttree3 ift erees net illelt18Ce ift the CUd eat Specific Plsn.
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Figure'*ll

CURRENT LAND USES
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Figure *"ll
AMENDED LAND USES
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. Figure -hi-11
CURRENT ZONING
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Figure-r;. !!t.
AMENDED ZONING
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F. Provision of Services

This section discusses the specific manner in which public services and facilities
for this Specific Plan are being phased and financed, and the general manner in
which facilities for the remaining concept plan development will be provided. The
public facilities and services include (I) water,. (2) sewer, m elee!Fieit~, (q)
'elepR8R8, (,) EaSle "81801&18", (,) iire tJretee'iePt, (7) !leA!!!!!; (2) 18889; atie (9)
"elise I'Fe'EeMieFl (3) fire protection, (4) schools. (5) roads, (6) police protection. (7)
electricity. (8) telephone. and (9) cable television.

1. Water Service

Water service is being provided by the Borrego Water District.

The Borrego Water District will also provide service for the second Specific Plan
phase. The infrastructure for the first Specific Plan nill 8e ~ sized to
accommodate ultimate expansion of the project. II' assilieR, s\jFiR! lRe seeeRs
~l'eei'ie PlaR pRitSIl, ii Il'lli)' liUii/1l'l1 Rllsllssa,)' ill ei/R&lRfel a lRi,s Sii/,aSI iaflJi

2. Sewer Service

Sewer service is being provided by the Borrego Water District.

3. Fire Protection

The Rams"Hill project is located in the Borrego Springs Fire Protection District.
The District, in a letter dated November 19, 1979, to the County Planning
Department, confirmed that fire service will be available to the project. This
service is being phased and financed as follows:

(a) Financed

(1) DiGiorgio Corportion has donated the site for a fire station
on the Rams" Hill project.

(2) DiGiorgioCorporation will pay for the construction of a fire
station on the donated site at an approximate cost of
$125,000.

I
I
I
I
I
I

(3) DiGiorgioCorporation has donated one engine company at a
cost of approximately $90,000.

(4) Should there be insufficient ad valorem tax revenues
generated from the Ram~Hill project and made available to
the District to compensate the District for initial manpower
requirements at the station, the DiGiorgio Corporation will
pay the District for the manpower requirements of the first
year of operation of the station.

- 90-
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4. Schools

Rams" Hill Country Club is within the Borrego Springs Unified School District. The
project is expected to generate a minimal number of students, based on experience
with similar resort projects such as the De An:z:aCountry Club. Consequently no
expansion of facilities is expected to be necessary due to pupil generation from
Rams" Hill. P,oncthelc33, t!.c de. elope.. hes 8gpeeel. 'le eeRtFis'=I1e f!:lRBSte tRe
seRse} Elisiri£t 8'1Ya1 te an:c Bevele~eF'5 fees aRB is EleiRg sa a5 Bl:lilEliAg I3cPFAits ape
estaiRes

5. Roads

The internal roads for the RamS--Hilldevelopment are partially constructed.

6. Police

Rams-Hill Country Club is served by the San Diego County Sheriff's Department
and e:HfHt~e Sfleeiiie PlaR flRases af tRe flPajeet will continue to be served by the
San Diego County Sheriff's Department unless the governmental structure in the
valley changes by incorporation or other means•

. 7. Electricitv

Electric utilities for Rams Hill is being provided by San Diego Gas &. Electric
Companv (SDG&E).

8. Telephone

Pacific Tele:>hone will provide telephone services to the Rams Hill Resort
Complex.

9. Cable Television

Cable television service is being provided by the Tele-Cable TV Company.
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SERVICE LETTERS
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San Diego Gas 8t Electric

June 13, 1986

Mary J. Donovan
PRC Engineering, Inc.
401 W. A Street
Suite 2500San Diego. CA 92101

SUBJECT: Specific Plan Amendment, Rams Hill
Country Club. Borrego California

Ms. Donovan:
This letter responds to your request for information regarding

the ability for San Diego Gas & Electric's existing system to serve the
proposed expansions of the Rams Hill Country Club development. I discussed
this subject with the district engineer. SDG&E's future plans for the area
were also discussed. The following information should respond to your
inqui ry:
o The existing substation at Borrego is an isolated substation and is

at capacity.
o Proposed development will require either rebuilding the existing

substation or installing a new substation. The current recom-
mendation is to install a new substation in the vicinity of Yaqui
Pass and Borrego Springs Road.

o The existing transmission line is adequate to serve the proposed
development and the rebuilt substation or proposed new substation.

o Ongoing development in the Borrego vicinity~will warrant future
transmission development for capacity and reliability purposes.
We foresee a new transmission line coming into the planning
horizon. i.e .• within the next 10 years. At this time we have
no idea where the line would be located but. it would be wise
to begin planning for the location in the near future.

Ms. Donovan, please keep in mind that SOG&E has no gas facili-
ties in the Borrego area. We only serve it with electricity. Bottled
gas is available from private companies. If you have any questions re-
garding this letter or wish to discuss the entire matter further. please
give me a call at (619) 696-2409.

SiJlcerely.
~L~
Don L. Rose
Sr. Licensing Analyst

DLR:sl

PeST OFFICE sox !8J1 • SAN OIEGO. CALIFORNIA 92112 • TELEP'10NE: 519i696-2000
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May 26, 1986

Mr. Don Rose, Land Planning Analyst
San Diego Gas ok Electric
P.O. Box 1831
San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Mr. Rose:

The DiGiorgio Development Corporation is proposing a specific plan amend-
ment, rezone, and tentative maps for the completion of Rams Hill Country
Club." In January, 1979, PRC Engineering prepared an environmental impact
report (EIR) for the first Rams Hill Country Club Specific Plan (SP-80-0l).
That specific plan was to be developed over a five year planning period and
included approximately half of the ultimate build-out allowed by the General
Plan designations. In March 1984, a Specific Plan Amendment (SP-A83-05)

. which outlined minor revisions to the Specific Plan was approved. The
following table provides land use information for SP-A83-05.

Amended Specific Plan (SP-A83-05) Land Use Table

Land Use Acres Dwelling Units

Residential:
Estates
R-S-3 (zone)
R-V-6 (zone)
R-V-ll (zone)

134.3
122.7
92.9
19.7

50
199
401
130

Commercial:
Clinic
Hotel, Country Club, golf

pavilion and Tennis"Center
Public facilities/Golf Course
Public Roads
SPECIFIC PLAN TOTALS

-0-
-0-
-0-
-0-

12.6

31.7
188.1

3.0
780 d.u,605.0

Permanent Natural Open Space
Future Planning Areas
RA~1SHILL COUNTRY CLUB

TOTAL OWNERSHIP

1,600.0
935.5

3,140.5 ac,

At the present time, PRC Engineering is preparing a new amendment to the
Specific Plan. This amendment will allocate the remaining 790 dwelling

l
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Mr. Don Rose
May 26, 1986
Page 2

units (d.u.'s) allowed by the General Plan within the 93.5+acres which were
designated as "future planning areas" in the original specific plan (see above
table). Additionally, a second l8-hole country club golf course and a 30-acre
commercial are proposed. Much of the water needed to irrigate the new golf
course will be water reclaimed at the sewage treatment plant on the Rams
Hill property. An EIR is being prepared for the Rams Hill Country Club
amended specific plan, rezone, tentative map and major use permits (MUP).A
modified MUPfor the proposed modifications to the existing golf course and a
new MUP for the newly proposed 18-hole country club golf course will be
filed. The following land use table is provided for your reference.

Proposed Complete Rams Hill Land Use Table

Land Use Acres Dwelling Units

Current Planned/Developed Residential
Future Residential:

Estates
R-S-3 (zone)
R-V-6 (zone)

Commercial
Golf Course, Open Space,

Streetscape
Permanent Natural Open Space

240

2.58 • .5
132.8
439.2
30.0

440.0

1,600.0

TOTAL 3,140 •.5 (acres) I, .570 d.u.'s

These proposed land uses are indicated on the enclosed map.

Your office was contacted by telephone to' identify existing conditions and to
identify potential impacts of this project to SDG&E. Can you please verify, in
writing, that the following information is correct.

1. Existing capacity in Borrego Springs at the Borrego Substation is
8.7.5megawatts (MW).

2. There is presently one transmission line corridor serving Borrego Substa-
tion. This line runs adjacent to Borrego Springs Road.

3. SDG&E is unable to ascertain the number of kilowatt hours (kwh)used in
Borrego Springs monthly, although patterns and peak demands can be
identified.

4. There is no specific generating plant serving Borrego Springs. An
intertied system is utilized whereby electricity to Borrego Springs can
come from numerous generating stations located in the coastal areas
Usinga multitude of fuels.
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Mr. Don Rose
May26,1986
Page 3

,. Due to the proposed size of this development it is likely that an increase
in substation capacity would be required and that a second transmission
line be constructed to Borrego Substation, when occupancy levels war-
rant these improvements. Circuit work on the distribution system would
also likely be required.

Also, does SDG&:Ehave any planned facilities in this district?

Thank you for your assistance with this project. We are in the process of
preparing the EIR and would appreciate a. written response from you by June "
1986. Please feel free to make any changes and/or corrections to the above
information right on this letter. Please do not hesitate to call me if you have
any questions. A space is provided below for your signature.

Sincerely,

PRC ENGINEERING, INC.

Mary J. Donovan
Environmental Analyst

Don Rose
San Diego Gas &:Electric

cc: Steve Lizanich

MJD:deb
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May23,1986
To( I.:: (' -= - \,--".... ~ ~1:.1. .l: .J

JUN 119S6
Mr. Steve Sawyer
Borrego Springs Fire Protection District
P.O. Box 898
Borrego Springs, CA 92004

Dear Mr. Sawyer:

The DiGiorgio Development Corporation is proposing a specific plan amend-
ment, rezone, and tentative maps for the completion of Rams Hill Country
Club. In January, 1979, PRC Engineedng prepared an environmental impact
report (EIR) for the first Rams Hill Country Club Specific Plan (SP-80-0t).
That specific plan Vias to be developed over a five year planning period and
included approximately half of the ultimate bulld-out allowed by the General
Plan designations. In March 1984, a Specific Plan Amendment (SP-A83-05)
which outlined minor revisions to the Specific Plan was approved. The
following table provides land use information for SP-A83-05.

Amended Specific Plan (SP-A83-05) Land Use Table

Land Use Acres Dwelling Units

Residential:
Estates
R-S-3 (zone)
R-V-6 (zone)
R-V-ll (zone)

134.3
122.7
92.9
19.7

50
199
401
130

Commercial:
Clinic .
Hotel, Country Club, golf

pavilion and Tennis Center
Public facilities/Golf Course
Public Roads
SPECIFIC PLAN TOTALS

12.6

31.7
188.1

3.0

-0-
-0-
-0-
-0-

605.0 780 d.u,

Permanent Natural Open Space
Future Planning Areas
RAMSHILLCOUNTRY CLUB

TOTALOWNERSHIP

1,600.0
935.5

3,140.5 ac,

At the present time, PRC Engineering is preparing a new amendment to the
Specific Plan. This amendment will allocate the remaining 790 dwelling



Mr. Steve Sawyer
May 23,1986
Page 2

units (d.u.'s) allowed by the General Plan within the 93'+ acres which were
designated as "future planning areas" in the original specific plan (see above
table). Additionally, a second 18-hole country club golf course and a 30-acre
commercial area are proposed. MlJchof the water needed to irrigate the new
golf course will be water reclaimed at the sewage treatment plant on the
Rams Hill property. An EIR is being prepared for the Rams Hill Country Club
amended specific plan, rezone, tentative map and major use permits (MUP). A
modified MUPfor the proposed modifications to the existing golf course and a
new MUP for the newly proposed 18-hole country club golf course will be
filed. The following land use table is provided for your reference.

Proposed Complete Rams Hill Land Use Table

Land Use Acres Dwelling Units

Current Planned/Developed Residential
Future Residential:

Estates
R-S-3 (zone)
R- V -6 (zone)

Commercial
Golf Course, Open Space,

Streets cape
Permanent Natural Open Space

240 '22

'5
398'9'-0-
-0-

2'8 •.5
132.8
439.2
30.0

440.0

1.600.0

TOTAL 3,140.' (acres) 1, '70 d.u.'s

These proposed land uses are indicated on the enclosed map.

Your office was contacted on May 21, 1986 regarding the provision of fire
protection and emergency medical services for the expansion and completion
of the Rams' Hill Country Club. Could you please verify in writing that the
following information is correct:

1. The Rams Hill project lies within the jurisdiction of the Borrego Springs
Fire Protection District. The fire station in closest proximity to the site
is located at 2324 Stirrup Road; this is approximately 6 miles from the
project. Response time to the site is estimated to be -6-tO minutes,
Given the exposure hazard at the site these response times may not be
adequate.

S .
There are J.8' full-time paid fire fighters and two chief officers. At the
present time there are six volunteer fire fighters. It is anticipated that
the number of volunteer firefighters may increase in the near future.
The staff is divided into three engine companies which man two primary
lOOO-gallonper minute (gpm) pumpers and one reserve lOOO-gpmpum-
per. All personnel are certified Emergency Medical Technicians
(E~IT-I A). The district maintains two basic life support ambulances, one

2.
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Mr. Steve Sawyer
May23, 1986
Page 3

4-wheel drive basic life support ambulance and a rescue equipment squad
truck.

3. A 2., acre parcel within the Rams Hill Country Club boundary was
designated for the provision of a future fire station. A class 10
insurance rating will be given to all new structures on the property until
a new fire station is built on or adjacent to the property. Whenthe new
station is built additional staff and service vehicles will be required.

4. The proposed project will significantly increase the demand for both fire
protection and emergency medical services; this will be mitigated by
staffing the future fire station intended for the Rams Hill site, when
occupancy levels warrant its construction. An assessment of the
financial impacts of the project on the District are not available at the
present time.

Thank you for your assistance with this project. We are in the process of
preparing the EIR and wouldappreciate a written response from you by June 5.
1986. Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions. You may
make corrections and/or changes to the above information right on the letter.
A space is provided below for your signature.

Sincerely,

PRe ENGINEERING, INC.

-rn~~ ~f:1,W·
Mary J. ribr4van
Environmental Analyst

Dated: ~-SO-S{p
Steve Sawyer, Baa
Bcrrego Springs Fir

MJD:deb
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May 26,1986 JUN 6 iS86

Mr. Michael Ringer
San Diego County Sheriff's Department
222 West "C" Street
San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Mr. Ringer:

The DiGiorgio Development Corporation is proposing a specific plan amend-
ment, rezone, and tentative maps for the completion of Rams Hill Country
Club. In January, 1979, PRC Engineering prepared an environmental impact
report (EIR) for the first Rams Hill Country Club Specific Plan (SP-80-0l).
That specific plan was to be developed over a five year planning period and
included approximately half of the ultimate build-out allowed by the General
Plan designations. In March 1984, a Specific Plan Amendment (SP-A83-05)
which outlined minor revisions to the Specific Plan was approved. The
following table provides land use information for SP-A83-05.

Amended Specific Plan (SP-A83-05) Land Use Table

Land Use Acres Dwelling Units

Residential:
Estates
R-S-3 (zone)
R-V-6 (zone)
R-V-ll (zone)

134.3 50
122.7 199
92.9 401
19.7 130

12.6 -D-

31.7 -D-
188.1 -0-

3.0 -0-
605.0 780 d.u,

1,600.0
935 • .5

3,140 • .5 ac,

Commercial:
Clinic
Hotel, Country Club, golf

pavilion and Tennis Center
Public facilities/Golf Course
Public Roads
SPECIFIC PLAN TOTALS

Permanent Natural Open Space
Future Planning Areas
RAMS HILL COUNTRY CL UB

TOTAL OWNERSHIP

At the present time, PRC Engineering is preparing a new amendment to the
Specific Plan. This amendment will allocate the remaining 790 dwelling
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Mr. Michael Ringer
May26, 1986
Page 2

units (d.u.'s) allowed by the General Plan within the 93.5+acres which were
designated as "future planning areas" in the original specific plan (see above
table). Additionally, a second 18-hole country club golf course and a 30-acre
commercial are proposed. Much of the water needed to irrigate the new golf
course wlll be water reclaimed at the sewage treatment plant on the Rams
Hill property. An EIR is being prepared for the Rams Hill Country Club
amended specific plan, rezone, tentative map and major use permits (MUP). A
modified MUPfor the proposed modifications to the existing golf course and a
new MUP for the newly proposed 18-hole country club golf course will be
filed. The following land use table is provided for your reference.

Proposed Complete Rams Hill Land Use Table

Land Use Acres Dwelling Units

Current Planned/Developed Residential
Future Residential:

Estates
R-S-3 (zone)
R-V-6 (zone)

CommerclaJ
Goif Course, Open Space,

Streetscape
Permanent Natural Open Space

2~0

2.58 • .5
132.8
~39.2
30.0

~40.0

1,600.0

.522

5.5
398
59.5
-0-
-0-

TOTAL 3,140.5 (acres) 1,570 d.u.'s

These proposed land uses are indicated on the enclosed map.

Your office was contacted on May 21, 1986 to obtain information regarding
the provision of law enforcement for the proposed completion of the Rams Hill
Country Club. Could you please verify in writing that the following informa-
tion is correct:

I. The Rams Hill Country Club falls within Sheriff's Master Beat 71,
District I. There is currently one patrol unit on duty from 7:30 a.m, -
.5p.rn, The resident deputy remains on call after 5 p.rn,

2. The substation in closest proximity to the project site is located at
610 Palm Canyon Drive, Borrego Springs.
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Mr. Michael Ringer
May26,1986
Page 3

3. The following response time information was calculated for the 6-month
period ending March 31,1986:

Type of Call
Average

Response Time Number of Calls

Priority
Non-priority

24.3 minutes
33.4 minutes

42

22'
It should be noted that actual response times vary depending on the
resident deputy's location at the time of the call.

4. There are currently no projected and/or budgeted increases in staff or
equipment for the Borrego station.

,. The projected increase in population at the Rams Hill Country Club will
significantly affect the sheriff's level of service in the area. There is
currently one patrol deputy per 12,000-13,000 residents within this
jurisdiction. As the population increases over the next several years
additional patrol deputies and/or units will likely be required.

Please feel free to note any corrections and/or changes to the above
information right on this letter" Thank you for your assistance with this
project. We are in the process of preparing the ElR and would appreciate a
written response from you by June " 1986. Please do not hesitate to call me
if you have any questions. A space is provided for your signature.

Sincerely,

Dated:

M:m:deb
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COUNTY OF" SAN DIEGO
DEPARTMENT Of PUBLIC WORKS

Building 1. 5555 O\'erland Avenue
San Diego. CalUom;" 91113·1295

Telephone: (6191565·5177

GRAI'IV1LLE 1"1. 80WI"IAI'l. Director

August 19, 1986

Ms. Mary J. Donovan
PRC Engineering
401 West A Street
Suite 2500
San Diego, CA 92101
Dear Ms. Donovan:
This letter will confirm my earlier discussion with Tom Weber of the DiGiorgio
Development Corporation regarding the proposed Rams Hill amended specific
plan (SP-A83-0S) and the provision of solid waste disposal. I appreciate
that the DiGiorgio Corporation recognizes the fact that solid waste disposal
is a regional problem and that the proposed project would affect the life
expectancy of the Borrego Landfill. Even though the population at Rams Hill
is expected to increase on a gradual basis the project as described in the
draft Environmental Impact Report for the increased density will contribute
to the need for a new disposal site to serve the Borrego community.
As we discussed, the County has ultimate responsibility to ensure disposal
of solid waste generated in the" unincorporated area. I appreciate the willing-
ness of the DiGiorgio Corporation, as expressed by Mr. Weber, to cooperate
with the County's efforts to meet this responsibility.
Very truly yours,

V"'" II. i \ • •i - .~(t- ...L. ( ...-
JOHN'S. BURKE, Deputy County Engineer

-Construction and Solid Waste Division
JSB:SJR:l k

Of?IC~ 01':

coo..n SlJIrVEYOII LIQIJID wASTE

PLOOD Clll'lTIIOL
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..
Mr. John S. Burke
Deputy County Engineer
County of San Diego
Department of Public Works
Construction and Solid Waste Division
Building 2, 5555 Overland Avenue
San Diego, CA 92123

Dear Mr. Burke:

I am writing this letter to confirm the results of your discussion with Tom
Weber of the DiGiorgio Development Corporation regarding the proposed
Rams Hill amended specific plan (SP-A83-05l and the provision of solid waste
disposal. The DiGiorgio Corporation recognizes the fact that solid waste
disposal is a regional problem and that the proposed project would affect the
life expectancy of the Borrego Landfill. As the population at Rams Hill is
expected to increase on a gradual basis and because the project is mainly a
second-home/retirement resort community which is occupied only seasonally,
the project will incrementally contribute to the need for new disposal methods
and sites. While identification of disposal methods and sites is primarily the
responsibility of the County, the DiGiorgio Corporation will cooperate with
the County in order to comply with the County's policies for solid waste
disposal.

Please confirm that the above information is correct.

Thank you for your assisrance. A space is provided below for your signature.

Sincerely,

PRC ENGINEERlNG, INC.

~ll~lv;.ro/~(.~,J
Mary ~. b'orlbvan
Environmental Analyst

Dated:

I
I
I
I
I
I

John S. Burke
Deputy County Engineer
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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

" Building 1. 5555 ()oIerl..nd Avenue
SOInDiego. e"Ufomi .. 91113-1195

Telephone: (6191565-5177

ORAl'lV1LLE "'; HOWMAl'l. Dit'ector

June 6, 1986
~CEJVED

"i~ 1. 2 lsa6~..
Mary J. Donovan
Environmental Analyst
PRC Engineering
401 West A Street. Suite 2500
San Diego, CA 92101
Dear Ms. Donovan:
SUBJECT: Rams Hill Country Club Specific Plan

This letter acknowledges your letter of May 27, 1986 to Mr. Eric Swanson'
regarding the impact of the Rams Hill Country Club project on the Borrego
Landfi 11.
Your information regarding solid waste disposal in the County of San Diego
is correct:

1. Collection in unincorporated communities is through agreement
with private sector companies permitted by the County of San
Diego.

2. The County uses an annual, per capita generation factor of 1.4 tons
of solid waste, per person.

3. Rams Hill will affect the life expectancy of the Borrego Landfill
in that it will add 4616 tons/year to the current annual 7580 tons
received there.

Early in the development of the Rams Hill project, I met with Dennis O'Leary,
consultant to the project. to discuss the impact of this development on the
Borrego Landfill.
At that time, Mr. O'Leary indicated a willingness on the part of the DiGiorgio
Development Corporation to provide a landfill site to the County to assure
the continuing availability of disposal in the Borrego area.

COC"'"' E/lGll'It:ER COlJl'lTT ROAD COf"l'IIS5IOMR ClllJ"I1'Y 5l:IlftTOR LIQCJID WASn

on'lCES 01': ======================================Cot.:l'IlTA11lP01ITS """"5rQIlTATI01' QP!:MTlO"S nooo C~ -'10 w.un



cc: Julia Quinn
Eric Swanson
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Ms. Donovan
June 6, 1986
Page 2

Please have appropriate representatives of the Corporation contact me to
discuss this matter. I can be reached at (619) 565-5166.

Sincerely,

N S. BURKE, Deputy County Engineer
Construction and Solid waste Division
JSB:SJR:lk
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May 27, 1986

t.lr. Eric Swanson
Department of Sanitation and Flood Control
County of San Diego
.5".5 Overland Avenue
San Diego, CA 92123

Dear Mr. Swanson:

The DiCiorgio Development Corporation is proposing a specific plan amend-
ment, rezone, and tentative maps for the completion of Rams Hill Country
Club. In January, 1979, PRC Engineering prepared an environmental impact
report (EIR) for the first Rams Hill Country Club Specific Plan (SP-BO-Ol).
That specific plan was to be developed over a five year planning period and
included approximately half of the ultimate build-out allowed by the General
Plan designations. In March 1984, a Specific Plan Amendment (SP-A83-0.5)
which outlined minor revisions to the Specific Plan was approved. The
following table provides land use information for SP-A83-0.5.

Amended Specific Plan (SP-A83-0.5) Land Use Table

Land Use Acres Dwelling Units

Residential:
Estates
R-S-3 (zone)
R-V-6 (zone)
R-V-ll (zone)

Permanent Natural Open Space
Future Planning Areas
RA~ISHILLCOUNTRY CLUB

TOTAt OWNERSHIP

134.3 .50
122.7 199
92.9 401
19.7 130

12.6 -0-
31.7 -0-

188.1 -0-
3.0 -0-

60.5.0 780 d.u,

1,600.0
93.5•.5

3,140 •.5 ac,

Commercial:
Clinic
Hotel, Country Club, golf

pavilion and Tennis Center
Public facilities/Golf Course
Public Roads
SPECIFIC PLAN TOTALS

At the present time, PRC Engineering is preparing a new amendment to the
Specific Plan (SP-AS3-0.5). This amendment will allocate the remaining



Mr. Eric Swanson
May 27, 1986
Page 2

Acres Dwelling Units
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790 dwelling units (d.u.'s) allowed by the General Plan within the 93.5. acres
which were designated as "future planning areas" in the original specific plan
(see above table). Additionally, a second is-hole country club golf course and
a 30-acre commercial are proposed. Much of the water needed to irrigate the
new golf course will be water reclaimed at the sewage treatment plant on the
Rams Hill property. An EIR is being prepared for the Rams Hill Country Club
.amended specific plan, rezone, tentative map and major use permits (MUP). A
modified MUPfor the proposed modifications to the existing golf course and a
new MUP for the newly proposed IS-hole country club golf course will be
filed. The following land use table is provided for your reference.

Proposed Complete Rams Hill Land Use Table

Land Use

Current Planned/Developed Residential
Future Residential:

Estates
R-S-3 (zone)
R-V-6 (zone)

Commercial
Golf Course, Open Space,

Streetscape
Permanent Natural Open Space

TOTAL

2~0

2.58•.5
132.8
439.2
30.0

440.0

1.600.0

.522

.5.5
398
.59.5
-0-
-0-

3, 140•.5 (acres) 1, .570 d.u.'s

These proposed land uses are indicated on the enclosed map.

Your office was contacted on May21, 19S6 regarding information on solid
waste disposal in the project vicinity. Could you please verify in writing that
the following information is correct:

1. Solid waste from the Rams Hill project would be collected by private
carrier and deposited at the sanitary landfill located at the end of Palm
Canyon Drive, approximately six miles north of the project site, and east
of Borrego Springs. The landfill has a life expectancy beyond the year
2000.

2. For planning purposes, the following generation figures may be used:

790 d.u.'s x 2.1 persons/d.u. = 1,6.59persons
Multiply 1.22Sx .5lbs./person/day = 6.1 lbs./person/day
6.1 lbs/person/day x 1,6.59persons = 10,120 lbs.!day
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Mr. Eric Swanson
May 27, 1986
Page 3

Therefore, the newly planned Rams Hill units (790 units> will generate
approximately five tons of refuse per day. San Diego County residents
generate an average (for residential and employment> of 1.4-1•.5 tons of
trash per person per year.

3. The proposed project would affect the life expectancy of the Borrego
landfill. In addition, as the population gradually increases at Rams Hill
it will contribute to t.":e need for new disposal methods and sites.
Identification of disposal methods and sites is primarily the responsiblity
of the County of San Diego.

Please feel free to make any changes and/or corrections to the above
information right on this letter. Than you for your assistance with this
project. Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to call. A space
is provided below for your signature. We are preparing the EIR and would
appreciate a written response from you by June .5, 1986.

Sincerely,

PRC ENGINEERING, INC.

m~t:~~·
Mary J. Dono'itan
Environmental Analyst

Dated:
Eric Swanson
Department of Sanitation and

Flood Control

MJD:be
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May27, 1~86

Mr. David West
SuperL'ltendent
Borrego Springs Unified School District
P.O. Box 235
Borrego Springs, CA ~2004

Dear Mr. West:
The DiGiorgio Development Corporation is proposing a specific plan amend-
ment, rezone, and tentative maps for the completion of Rams Hili Country
Club. In January, 1~7~, PRC Engineering prepared an environmental impact
report (EIR) for the first Rams Hill Country Club Specific Plan (SP-80-0 l ).
That specific plan was to be developed over a five year planning period and
included approximately half of the ultimate build-out allowed by the General
Plan designations. In March 1984, a Specific Plan Amendment (SP-A83-05)
which outlined minor revisions to the Specific Plan was approved. The
following table provides land use information for SP·A83-05.

Amended Specific Plan (SP-A83-05) l.and Use Table

l.andUse Acres Dwelling Units

Residential:
Estates
R-S-3 (zone)
R-V-6 (zone)
a-v-n (zone)

134.3 50
122.7 19~
92.9 401
19.7 130

12.6 -0-

31.7 -0-
188.1 -0-

3.0 -0-
605.0 780 d.u.

1,600.0
935.5

3,140.5 ae,

Commercial:
Clinic
Hotel, Country Club, golf

pavilion and Tennis Center
Public facilities/Golf Course
Public Roads
SPECIFIC Pl.AN TOTAl.S

Permanent Natural Open Space
Future Planning Areas
RAMSHIl.l. COUNTRYCl.UB

TOTAl. OWNERSHIP
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Mr. David West
May 27, 1986
Page 2 of 3

At the present time, PRC Engineering is preparing a new amendment to the
Specific Plan. This amendment will allocate the remaining 790 dwelling units
(d.u.'s) allowed by the General Plan within the 935. acres which were
designated as "future planning areas" in the original specific plan (see above
table). Additionally, a second 18-hole country club golf course and a 30-acre
commercial are proposed. Much of the water needed to irrigate the new golf
course will be water regaimed at the sewage treatment plant on the Rams
Hill property. An EIR is being prepared for the Rams Hill Country Club
amended specific plan, rezone, tentative map and major use permits (MUP). A
modified MUPfor the proposed modifications to the existing golf course and a
new MUP for the newly proposed 18-hole country club golf course will be
filed. The following land use table is provided for your reference.

Proposed Complete Rams Hill Land Use Table

Land Use Acres Dwelling Units

Current Planned/Developed Residential
Future Residential:

Estates
R-S-3 (zone)
R-V-6 (zone)

Commercial
Golf Course, Open Space,

Streetscape
Permanent Natural Open Space

TOTAL

240

258.'
132.8
439.2
30.0

440.0

1.600.0

522

ss
398
595
-0-
-0-

3,140.' (acres) 1,570 d.u.'s

These proposed land uses are indicated on the enclosed map.

information on the
Could you please

Your office was contacted on May27, 1986 regarding
public schools serving the Borrego Springs Community.
verify in writing that the following information is correct:

1. The following table provides current enrollment figures for the schools in
the Borrego Springs Unified School District.

School
Grades
Served

1986
Enrollment

Preschool/K-6 195

150
o Borrego Springs Elementary

1315 Palm Canyon Drive
o Borrego Springs High School

2281 Digueno Road .
7-12



Sincerely,
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~ir. David West
May 27,1986
Page 3 of 3

2. Vocational education is provided through the County Department of
Education Regional Occupational Lab (ROL) program. One lab is offered

each semester.

3. The school district has indicated that projections of increased enrollment
that would be generated by the Rams Hill project are not available.
Previous estimates of generation factors have been extremely inaccurate
and consequently have not proven to be useful for planning purposes.
There are currently no students attending schools in the Borrego School
District from the Rams Hill Country Club. Since the project is designed
for vacation/resort use the school district indicated that Rams Hill will
produce enrollment from the service people that will be working at the
resort. This increase in enrollment is considered a residual affect of the
project on the school system. Generation factors for the ultimate
development at Rams Hill however, are not available.

4. The school system does not currently have the capacity to handle an
influx of students. Figures on the current capacity of the Elementary
School and the High School are not available. The Borrego Springs
Unified School District does not assess developers fees for land
development projects within their district.

5. The project is located 6-8 miles from the Borrego Springs Elementary
and High Schools. Students residing at Rams Hill would have to be
bussed to these schools.

Please feel free to make any changes and/or corrections to the above
information right on this letter. Thank you for your assistance with this
project. Should you have any questions do not hesitate to call me. A space is
provided below for your signature. We are in the process of preparing the ElR
and would appreciate a written response by June 6, 1986.

PRC ENGINEERING, INC.

01'l~f~-~'a.~
Mary J. Dano~an
Environmental Analyst

: !
". ---- ..-:--
/" . i »'_.' ,. --(.. ~ .- -" -

Dated:
!
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David West, Superintendent
Borrego Springs Unified School District

M:lO:be


