
 

 
 
 

          

 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

5510 OVERLAND AVENUE, SUITE 410 
SAN DIEGO, CA  92123-1237 

 (858) 694-2212 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dpw/ 

JEFF C. MONEDA  
DIRECTOR 

 

 
January 4, 2021 
 
 
Rafat Mikhail 
14109 Calle de Vista 
Valley Center, CA 92082 
 
Dear Mr. Mikhail: 
 
REQUEST FOR EXCEPTION TO PUBLIC ROAD STANDARD – SITE PLAN GAS 
STATION AND CONVIENENCE STORE LOCATED IN THE UNINCORPORATED 
PORTION OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY WITHIN THE VALLEY CENTER COMMUNITY 
PLANNING AREA, APN 188-260-31-00, PDS2015-STP-15-012. 
 
County of San Diego (County) Department of Public Works (DPW) has reviewed your 
request, dated December 5, 2019, for the following design exception(s) to County Public 
Road Standard(s): 
 

 Request to approve a reduction in the required minimum separation distance 
between intersecting centerlines of a Non-Mobility Element road entering into a 
Non-Mobility Element road, (including driveways).  In accordance with Section 
6.1.C.1, from 200 feet to 151 feet at the project’s proposed driveway access (Non-
Mobility Element road) and the Non-Mobility Element Road, Cole Grade Road, 
along Valley Center Road (4.2A Boulevard). 

 
 Request to approve a reduction in the required minimum separation distance 

between intersecting centerlines of a Mobility Element road entering into a Non-
Mobility Element road, (including driveways).  In accordance with Section 6.1.C.2, 
from 300 feet to 183 feet at the project’s proposed driveway access (Non-Mobility 
Element road) and the Mobility Element Road, Valley Center Road, along Cole 
Grade Road (Industrial/Commercial). 

 
County staff assessed the appropriateness of the requested reduction in separation 
distance(s), and the County Traffic Engineer has reviewed and supports the request.  
Found the request to be consistent with the current classification of the public road(s), 
and the project’s private driveway location(s) will cause the least traffic impact considering 
the constraints.  It has been determined that your request for the proposed driveway 
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location(s) provides proper vehicular circulation within the project site area and the 
exception will not adversely affect traffic safety and flow of traffic in the area.  This Design 
Exception Request is hereby approved.  All other standards, conditions, and 
improvements required shall be met. 

If you have any questions or need additional information related to this request, please 
contact Zoubir Ouadah, DPW County Traffic Engineer at (858) 694-3857, at: 
Zoubir.Ouadah@sdcounty.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
DEREK R. GADE, P.E., Assistant Director 
Department of Public Works 
 
cc: PDS2015-STP-15-012 File 

Zoubir Ouadah – Department of Public Works 
Rafat Mikhail – rafatmikhail@att.net 

Digitally signed by Gade, 
Derek
Date: 2021.01.04 
14:48:48 -08'00'



 

         

 

December 15, 2020 
 
To: Derek Gade, Assistant Director 
 Department of Public Works 
 
From: Jacob Armstrong, Chief of Land Development 

Planning & Development Services 
 
Reference: PDS2015-STP-15-012 (Design Exception Request) 

RECOMMENDER:  

___________________________ Date:_______________ 
EDWIN M. SINSAY,  
PDS Land Development Project Manager 
 
 
 
___________________________    Date:_______________ 
JACOB ARMSTONG,  
Chief of Land Development 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Director of Public Works support this request.  Decision is 
based upon the County of San Diego (County) Department of Public Works (DPW) and 
Planning & Development Services (PDS) review of the applicant’s request, dated 
December 5, 2019, for the following design exception(s) to County Public Road 
Standard(s): 
 

 Request to approve a reduction in the required minimum separation distance 
between intersecting centerlines of a Non-Mobility Element road entering into a 
Non-Mobility Element road, (including driveways). In accordance with Section 

MARK WARDLAW 

DIRECTOR 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

5510 OVERLAND AVENUE, SUITE 310, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 

(858) 694-2962 Fax (858) 694-2555 

www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 

KATHLEEN A. FLANNERY 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
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6.1.C.1, from 200 feet to 151 feet at the project’s proposed driveway access (Non-
Mobility Element road) and the Non-Mobility Element Road, Cole Grade Road, 
along Valley Center Road (4.2A Boulevard). 
 

 Request to approve a reduction in the required minimum separation distance 
between intersecting centerlines of a Mobility Element road entering into a Non-
Mobility Element road, (including driveways).  In accordance with Section 6.1.C.2, 
from 300 feet to 183 feet at the project’s proposed driveway access (Non-Mobility 
Element road) and the Mobility Element Road, Valley Center Road, along Cole 
Grade Road (Industrial/Commercial). 

 
  



BACKGROUND: 

 
The project is a Site Plan Permit, with the following: 

 Proposed 3,953 SF gas station and convenience store. 
 Eight (8) Fueling Stations and twenty-nine (29) parking stalls proposed with 

development. 

The project is located within the Valley Center Planning Area. 

 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT TEAM REVIEW: 
 

County of San Diego (County) Department of Public Works (DPW) and Planning & 
Development Services (PDS) has reviewed the applicant’s request, dated December 5, 
2019, and have concluded the following reasons to support the applicant’s requests.        
 
 
1. The County of San Diego, Traffic Engineer has reviewed and supported the 

request. 
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From: Ouadah, Zoubir
To: McLean, Sean
Cc: Oberbauer, Sean; Brazell, Kenneth J
Subject: RE: PDS2015-STP-15-012 Arco Valley Center DER Driveway Spacing
Date: Friday, March 06, 2020 5:33:09 PM
Attachments: PDS2015-STP-15-012-PDS-PLN-Design Exception Study.pdf

image001.jpg

Hi Sean,
 
The attached DER for the subject development driveway spacing is hereby APPROVED.
 
Sincerely,
 

Zoubir A. Ouadah, PE, TE
County Traffic Engineer
Department of Public Works
(858) 694 - 3857
Zoubir.Ouadah@sdcounty.ca.gov
 
Help us ensure DPW Transportation Division’s customers have a positive experience. Please take 60
seconds to provide us with your feedback
 

From: McLean, Sean <Sean.McLean@sdcounty.ca.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, March 05, 2020 3:25 PM
To: Ouadah, Zoubir <Zoubir.Ouadah@sdcounty.ca.gov>
Cc: Oberbauer, Sean <Sean.Oberbauer@sdcounty.ca.gov>; Brazell, Kenneth J
<Kenneth.Brazell@sdcounty.ca.gov>
Subject: PDS2015-STP-15-012 Arco Valley Center DER Driveway Spacing
 
Hi Zoubir,
 
Please find attached DERs for the driveway spacing on Valley Center Road (VCR) and Cole Grade
Road (CGR). PDS recommends approving these DERs as the project frontage along VCR is less  than
300 feet and along CGR is less than 200 feet.
 
 
Regards,
 
Sean D. McLean, PE   
Sr. Civil Engineer
 

images County of San Diego
Planning & Development Services (PDS)
Land Development - Engineering Division
5510 Overland Ave, Ste 310
San Diego, CA  92123-1239, MS O-650
O:  (858) 495-5520

 
 
 



F:   (858) 694-8928
 
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds/LandDevelopment.html

 

M -Th: 730-4p; F: 730-4p (Telecommute)
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information protected from disclosure by applicable laws and regulations. If you are not an
intended recipient, you may not review, use, copy, disclose or distribute this message or any of the information contained in
this message to anyone. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies
of this message and any attachments. Unintended transmission shall not constitute waiver of any applicable legal protection
afforded to this e-mail and any attached documents.
 


