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VEHICLE MILES TRAVELLED ASSESSMENT 

SMILAX PROPERTY 
County of San Diego, California 

July 27, 2020 
 
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION / PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The report has been prepared to provide a Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT) Assessment for the 
proposed Smilax Property project. 

The project is located on the west side of Smilax Road, south of SR-78 in the County of San Diego.  
Figure 1 shows the general vicinity of the project and Figure 2 shows a more detailed project area 
map. 

The project proposes to develop the project site with 62 multi-family units and access to the property 
is proposed via a single driveway to Smilax Road. 

Figure 3 shows the conceptual site plan for the project. 
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2.0 COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO TRANSPORTATION GUIDELINES 
The County of San Diego has published Draft Transportation Guidelines dated May 2020 and these 
guidelines are being used to conduct CEQA Transportation studies.   

The Board of Supervisors voted on June 24th to adopt the May 2020 Guidelines and selected the 
“15% below the unincorporated County VMT average” as its threshold.  Appendix A contains 
excerpts of the minutes from the June 24th meeting.   

Appendix B contains a flow chart from the County Guidelines showing the screening criteria for a 
CEQA VMT analysis.  Section 3.3.1 of the guidelines provides details regarding the screening 
criteria.  One of the criteria used to determine if a project is screened out is if the project site is 
located in a VMT efficient area.  

“A VMT Efficient Area is an area on the map that modelling data already shows is at least 15% 
below the unincorporated County VMT average per resident.  The unincorporated County VMT 
average per resident is 32.54.  A VMT rate that is 15% below the average is 27.66 VMT per 
resident. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS 
Appendix C contains maps from the County Guidelines depicting VMT Efficient areas.  This 
appendix also provides a snapshot of the VMT data from a County mapping tool for the project.  
Both maps show that the project is located in a VMT Efficient area and is therefore screened out of 
further VMT analysis.  “Fifteen percent below the unincorporated County average VMT per resident 
is 27.66 and the project location has a VMT average of 20.91.” 
 

It should be noted that the project is proposing a General Plan Amendment (GPA) as summarized 
below: 
 
                           GP Designation                Number of Units         Zoning Classification 
Current:                           VR-2                             9 to 10                                 RR 
 
Proposed:                        VR-15                               62                                    RM 
 
VR:        Village Residential 
RR:        Rural Residential 
RM:       Residential Multifamily 
  
 
Per OPR guidance and Pub. Resources Code, § 21083, subd. (b)(2); see CEQA Guidelines, § 15064, 
subd. (h)(1).), “a project that falls below an efficiency-based threshold that is aligned with long-term 
goals and relevant plans has no cumulative impact distinct from the project impact”. Therefore, 
according to the traffic experts at OPR, the VMT efficiency threshold used herein is the threshold for 
both a direct transportation impact and cumulative transportation impact.   
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4.0 CONCLUSIONS 
The project site is located in a County determined VMT Efficient area and therefore is screened out 
of needing to conduct a quantitative VMT analysis.  No significant direct or cumulative VMT impact 
would occur and mitigation measures are not required. 
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APPENDIX A 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING MINUTES, JUNE 24,2020 
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APPENDIX B 

SCREENING CRITERIA FLOW CHART  

(COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO TRANSPORTATION GUIDELINES, MAY 2020) 
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APPENDIX C 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO VMT MAPS 








