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Response to Comment Letter 14

Katie Williams
January 17, 2014

This comment was received within the public review
period and not past the deadline as the commenter
indicates. The County of San Diego (County) posted a
notice for the public review period for the Draft
Program Environmental Impact Report (DPEIR)
consistent with California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Guidelines (14 CCR 15000 et seq.) on
January 2, 2014. The 45-day public review period
ended February 17, 2014, and was extended to March
5, 2014. The DPEIR was made available for review on
the County CEQA public review Web page
(http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds/ceqa_public_review.
html), at the Planning & Development Services
Project Processing Counter (5510 Overland Avenue,
Suite 110, San Diego, California 92123) and at the
Campo—Morena Village Library and Jacumba Library
(at 31356 Highway 94, Campo, California 91906, and
44605 Old Highway 80, Jacumba, California 91934,
respectively). County staff attended the Boulevard
Planning Group meeting on January 2, 2014, to
present a brief overview of the DPEIR to the
community, and again on February 6, 2014, to make a
more detailed presentation and to answer questions
and receive comments. The location, date, and time of
these meetings were also posted in the notice.
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This comment does not raise an environmental issue.
However, it should be noted that the DPEIR analyzed
impacts such as aesthetics and noise on the surrounding
environment and nearby sensitive receptors such as
residences. The County found that the Proposed Project
would not have a significant impact related to noise,
including for nearby residences. The County did find
that the Project would have certain significant and
unavoidable impacts related to visual character and
quality and glare.

Please refer to response to comment [1-1 for
information regarding setbacks associated with the
Tierra Del Sol solar farm. As shown on Figure 1-6,
Tierra Del Sol Site Plan, on the west side of the
project site and north of the secondary access road
solar panels would be setback approximately 125 feet
from the centerline of Tierra Del Sol Road. Along the
northern property boundary, solar panels would be
setback approximately 100 feet from the centerline of
Tierra Del Sol Road with implementation of M-AE-
PP-1 (see Chapter 2.1 Aesthetics and Appendix 2.1.4).
With provided setbacks, the homes at the addresses
referenced by the commenter would be located
approximately 200 feet and 350 feet from proposed
solar trackers. Per the County of San Diego Zoning
Ordinance, 60 feet, 35 feet, and 25 feet are the
applicable front, exterior side, and rear yard setbacks
for the underlying A70 and S92 zones applicable to
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the Tierra Del Sol site. As such, the Project would
provide setbacks in excess of those required by the
County of San Diego Zoning Ordinance.

Potential impacts related to groundwater use were
considered and addressed in the DPEIR; see Sections
3.1.5.3.4, Groundwater Resources, and 3.1.9.3.1,
Water. Please also refer to common response WR1.
As stated in Section 3.1.9.3.1, the County will place
conditions on the Major Use Permit that will restrict
the amount of water that is permitted to be withdrawn
from the on-site wells in order to prevent interference
with off-site wells.

This comment raises concerns regarding property
values. This topic was not evaluated in the DPEIR
since it is not related to environmental impacts (see 14
CCR 15131). However, this information will be
presented to decision makers for their consideration
during the hearing process for the Proposed Project.

The Proposed Project is consistent with applicable
land use plans, policies, and ordinances and is
therefore an appropriate land use for the proposed sites
(DPEIR Section 2.5.3.2). As the Proposed Project does
not yet have a utility offtaker, it is not possible to
determine where the electricity generated by the
Project will be used.
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Related to the comment on the solar panel aesthetics,
the DPEIR addressed potential impacts to aesthetics in
Chapter 2.1.

Regarding heat generated by the solar trackers, please
refer to the response to comment 11-1.

Related to concerns regarding groundwater, please
refer to the above response to comment 14-3.

The comment raises concerns regarding property
values. This topic was not evaluated in the DPEIR
since it is not related to environmental impacts (see 14
CCR 15064(e), 15131). However, this comment will
be presented to decision makers for their consideration
during the hearing process for the Proposed Project.

Regarding the commenter’s preference for distributed
solar energy in urban areas, please refer to common
response ALT2.

References

14 CCR 15000-15387 and Appendices A-L. Guidelines for
Implementation of the California Environmental Quality
Act, as amended.
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