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Response to Comment Letter I71 

Elva Weakley, Trustee of Walapai Trust 

February 14, 2014 

I71-1 This comment is introductory in nature and does not 

raise an environmental issue for which a response  

is required. 
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I71-2 The County of San Diego (County) acknowledges the 

commenter’s opposition to the Proposed Project. The 

information in this comment will be in the Final 

Program Environmental Impact Report (FPEIR) for 

review and consideration by the decision makers. 

 This comment raises concerns related to aesthetics, air 

quality, water quality, water use, and wildlife. These 

issues are considered and discussed in Sections 2.1, 

Aesthetics, 2.2, Air Quality, 3.1.5.3, Surface Water and 

Groundwater Quality, 3.1.5.3, Groundwater Resources, 

3.1.9.3, Water, and 2.3.3, Biological Resources of the 

Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (DPEIR). 

Please also refer to common response WR1 related to 

water use. The County has found that the Proposed 

Project would have a less than significant impact on 

groundwater resources and quality. The County 

acknowledges that the Proposed Project would have 

certain significant and unavoidable impacts related to 

aesthetics and air quality. The County has proposed all 

feasible mitigation in an effort to mitigate these impacts 

to below a level of significance.  
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I71-3 See the response to comment I71-2. Related to specific 

concerns regarding local aquifers, the County will place 

conditions on the Major Use Permit that will restrict the 

amount of water that is permitted to be withdrawn from 

on-site wells, which would ensure that the Project will not 

interfere with neighboring wells or local aquifer levels, in 

general. The Project would also have a less than 

significant impact on biological resources with the 

implementation of proposed mitigation. To mitigate 

potential impacts to groundwater dependent habitat and 

vegetation, mitigation measure M-BI-PP-15 will require 

the implementation of groundwater monitoring. Related to 

the commenter’s concern about possible reflections from 

the Rugged project, a glare study was conducted for this 

proposed solar farm (see DPEIR Appendix 2.1-3).  

 As stated in Section 3.1, Identify Potential Glare Issues, 

the glare study identified residences within one-mile of 

each of the proposed Project’s solar equipment as 

having potential to receive glare. Five residential 

locations located directly west of the Rugged Solar 

LLC Project were identified as having potential to 

receive glare. Residences located west of McCain 

Valley Road (the residence at 2782 Ribbonwood Road 

is located west of McCain Valley Road) were not 

identified as having potential to receive glare (see 

Appendix 2.1-3, Boulevard Glare Study). In addition, 

residencies located adjacent to the intersection of 

Ribbonwood Road and Opalocka Road were not 
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 identified in the Glare Study as having potential to 

receive glare. The glare study did determine that an 

approximate 0.5-mile segment of McCain Valley Road 

south of Opalocka Road would be exposed to glare 

throughout the year with daily duration not to exceed 

forty minutes (see Appendix 2.13).  

I71-4 This comment raises concerns regarding property 

values. This topic was not evaluated in the DPEIR since 

it is not related to environmental impacts (see 14 CCR 

15131). However, this information will be in the FPEIR 

for review and consideration by the decision makers. 

The County acknowledges the commenter’s 

opposition to the Proposed Project. The information in 

this comment will be in the FPEIR for review and 

consideration by the decision makers. 

References 

14 CCR 15000–15387 and Appendices A–L. Guidelines for 

Implementation of the California Environmental Quality 

Act, as amended. 
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