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MAP LEGEND
Area of Interest (AOI)

Area of Interest (AOI)

Soils
Soil Rating Polygons

Not prime farmland

All areas are prime
farmland
Prime farmland if drained

Prime farmland if
protected from flooding or
not frequently flooded
during the growing season
Prime farmland if irrigated

Prime farmland if drained
and either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the growing
season
Prime farmland if irrigated
and drained
Prime farmland if irrigated
and either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the growing
season

Prime farmland if
subsoiled, completely
removing the root
inhibiting soil layer
Prime farmland if irrigated
and the product of I (soil
erodibility) x C (climate
factor) does not exceed 60
Prime farmland if irrigated
and reclaimed of excess
salts and sodium
Farmland of statewide
importance
Farmland of local
importance
Farmland of unique
importance
Not rated or not available

Soil Rating Lines
Not prime farmland

All areas are prime
farmland
Prime farmland if drained

Prime farmland if
protected from flooding or
not frequently flooded
during the growing season
Prime farmland if irrigated

Prime farmland if drained
and either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the growing
season
Prime farmland if irrigated
and drained
Prime farmland if irrigated
and either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the growing
season
Prime farmland if
subsoiled, completely
removing the root
inhibiting soil layer
Prime farmland if irrigated
and the product of I (soil
erodibility) x C (climate
factor) does not exceed 60

Prime farmland if irrigated
and reclaimed of excess
salts and sodium
Farmland of statewide
importance
Farmland of local
importance
Farmland of unique
importance
Not rated or not available

Soil Rating Points
Not prime farmland

All areas are prime
farmland
Prime farmland if drained

Prime farmland if
protected from flooding or
not frequently flooded
during the growing season
Prime farmland if irrigated

Prime farmland if drained
and either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the growing
season

Prime farmland if
irrigated and drained
Prime farmland if
irrigated and either
protected from flooding
or not frequently flooded
during the growing
season
Prime farmland if
subsoiled, completely
removing the root
inhibiting soil layer
Prime farmland if
irrigated and the product
of I (soil erodibility) x C
(climate factor) does not
exceed 60
Prime farmland if
irrigated and reclaimed of
excess salts and sodium
Farmland of statewide
importance
Farmland of local
importance
Farmland of unique
importance
Not rated or not available

Water Features
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MAP INFORMATION

Streams and Canals

Transportation
Rails

Interstate Highways

US Routes

Major Roads

Local Roads

Background
Aerial Photography

The soil surveys that comprise your AOI were mapped at 1:24,000.

Warning: Soil Map may not be valid at this scale.

Enlargement of maps beyond the scale of mapping can cause
misunderstanding of the detail of mapping and accuracy of soil line
placement. The maps do not show the small areas of contrasting
soils that could have been shown at a more detailed scale.

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map
measurements.

Source of Map:  Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey URL:  http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov
Coordinate System:  Web Mercator (EPSG:3857)

Maps from the Web Soil Survey are based on the Web Mercator
projection, which preserves direction and shape but distorts
distance and area. A projection that preserves area, such as the
Albers equal-area conic projection, should be used if more accurate
calculations of distance or area are required.

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data as of
the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area:  San Diego County Area, California
Survey Area Data:  Version 8, Sep 17, 2014

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales 1:50,000
or larger.

Date(s) aerial images were photographed:  May 3, 2010—Jun 19,
2010

The orthophoto or other base map on which the soil lines were
compiled and digitized probably differs from the background
imagery displayed on these maps. As a result, some minor shifting
of map unit boundaries may be evident.
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Table—Farmland Classification (Tomlinson)

Farmland Classification— Summary by Map Unit — San Diego County Area, California (CA638)

Map unit symbol Map unit name Rating Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

EsC Escondido very fine
sandy loam, 5 to 9
percent slopes

Farmland of statewide
importance

5.4 34.7%

EsE2 Escondido very fine
sandy loam, 15 to 30
percent slopes , eroded

Not prime farmland 0.0 0.0%

HrC Huerhuero loam, 2 to 9
percent slopes

Farmland of statewide
importance

10.0 64.4%

WmC Wyman loam, 5 to 9
percent slopes

Farmland of statewide
importance

0.1 0.9%

Totals for Area of Interest 15.5 100.0%

Rating Options—Farmland Classification (Tomlinson)

Aggregation Method:  No Aggregation Necessary

Aggregation is the process by which a set of component attribute values is reduced
to a single value that represents the map unit as a whole.

A map unit is typically composed of one or more "components". A component is either
some type of soil or some nonsoil entity, e.g., rock outcrop. For the attribute being
aggregated, the first step of the aggregation process is to derive one attribute value
for each of a map unit's components. From this set of component attributes, the next
step of the aggregation process derives a single value that represents the map unit
as a whole. Once a single value for each map unit is derived, a thematic map for soil
map units can be rendered. Aggregation must be done because, on any soil map, map
units are delineated but components are not.

For each of a map unit's components, a corresponding percent composition is
recorded. A percent composition of 60 indicates that the corresponding component
typically makes up approximately 60% of the map unit. Percent composition is a critical
factor in some, but not all, aggregation methods.

The majority of soil attributes are associated with a component of a map unit, and such
an attribute has to be aggregated to the map unit level before a thematic map can be
rendered. Map units, however, also have their own attributes. An attribute of a map
unit does not have to be aggregated in order to render a corresponding thematic map.
Therefore, the "aggregation method" for any attribute of a map unit is referred to as
"No Aggregation Necessary".

Tie-break Rule:  Lower

The tie-break rule indicates which value should be selected from a set of multiple
candidate values, or which value should be selected in the event of a percent
composition tie.
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Farmland Classification (Tomlinson)

Farmland classification identifies map units as prime farmland, farmland of statewide
importance, farmland of local importance, or unique farmland. It identifies the location
and extent of the soils that are best suited to food, feed, fiber, forage, and oilseed
crops. NRCS policy and procedures on prime and unique farmlands are published in
the "Federal Register," Vol. 43, No. 21, January 31, 1978.
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MAP LEGEND
Area of Interest (AOI)

Area of Interest (AOI)

Soils
Soil Rating Polygons

Not prime farmland

All areas are prime
farmland
Prime farmland if drained

Prime farmland if
protected from flooding or
not frequently flooded
during the growing season
Prime farmland if irrigated

Prime farmland if drained
and either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the growing
season
Prime farmland if irrigated
and drained
Prime farmland if irrigated
and either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the growing
season

Prime farmland if
subsoiled, completely
removing the root
inhibiting soil layer
Prime farmland if irrigated
and the product of I (soil
erodibility) x C (climate
factor) does not exceed 60
Prime farmland if irrigated
and reclaimed of excess
salts and sodium
Farmland of statewide
importance
Farmland of local
importance
Farmland of unique
importance
Not rated or not available

Soil Rating Lines
Not prime farmland

All areas are prime
farmland
Prime farmland if drained

Prime farmland if
protected from flooding or
not frequently flooded
during the growing season
Prime farmland if irrigated

Prime farmland if drained
and either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the growing
season
Prime farmland if irrigated
and drained
Prime farmland if irrigated
and either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the growing
season
Prime farmland if
subsoiled, completely
removing the root
inhibiting soil layer
Prime farmland if irrigated
and the product of I (soil
erodibility) x C (climate
factor) does not exceed 60

Prime farmland if irrigated
and reclaimed of excess
salts and sodium
Farmland of statewide
importance
Farmland of local
importance
Farmland of unique
importance
Not rated or not available

Soil Rating Points
Not prime farmland

All areas are prime
farmland
Prime farmland if drained

Prime farmland if
protected from flooding or
not frequently flooded
during the growing season
Prime farmland if irrigated

Prime farmland if drained
and either protected from
flooding or not frequently
flooded during the growing
season

Prime farmland if
irrigated and drained
Prime farmland if
irrigated and either
protected from flooding
or not frequently flooded
during the growing
season
Prime farmland if
subsoiled, completely
removing the root
inhibiting soil layer
Prime farmland if
irrigated and the product
of I (soil erodibility) x C
(climate factor) does not
exceed 60
Prime farmland if
irrigated and reclaimed of
excess salts and sodium
Farmland of statewide
importance
Farmland of local
importance
Farmland of unique
importance
Not rated or not available

Water Features
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MAP INFORMATION

Streams and Canals

Transportation
Rails

Interstate Highways

US Routes

Major Roads

Local Roads

Background
Aerial Photography

The soil surveys that comprise your AOI were mapped at 1:24,000.

Warning: Soil Map may not be valid at this scale.

Enlargement of maps beyond the scale of mapping can cause
misunderstanding of the detail of mapping and accuracy of soil line
placement. The maps do not show the small areas of contrasting
soils that could have been shown at a more detailed scale.

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map
measurements.

Source of Map:  Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey URL:  http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov
Coordinate System:  Web Mercator (EPSG:3857)

Maps from the Web Soil Survey are based on the Web Mercator
projection, which preserves direction and shape but distorts
distance and area. A projection that preserves area, such as the
Albers equal-area conic projection, should be used if more accurate
calculations of distance or area are required.

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data as of
the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area:  San Diego County Area, California
Survey Area Data:  Version 8, Sep 17, 2014

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales 1:50,000
or larger.

Date(s) aerial images were photographed:  May 3, 2010—Jun 19,
2010

The orthophoto or other base map on which the soil lines were
compiled and digitized probably differs from the background
imagery displayed on these maps. As a result, some minor shifting
of map unit boundaries may be evident.
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Table—Farmland Classification (Tomlinson)

Farmland Classification— Summary by Map Unit — San Diego County Area, California (CA638)

Map unit symbol Map unit name Rating Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

EsC Escondido very fine
sandy loam, 5 to 9
percent slopes

Farmland of statewide
importance

5.4 34.7%

EsE2 Escondido very fine
sandy loam, 15 to 30
percent slopes , eroded

Not prime farmland 0.0 0.0%

HrC Huerhuero loam, 2 to 9
percent slopes

Farmland of statewide
importance

10.0 64.4%

WmC Wyman loam, 5 to 9
percent slopes

Farmland of statewide
importance

0.1 0.9%

Totals for Area of Interest 15.5 100.0%

Rating Options—Farmland Classification (Tomlinson)

Aggregation Method:  No Aggregation Necessary

Aggregation is the process by which a set of component attribute values is reduced
to a single value that represents the map unit as a whole.

A map unit is typically composed of one or more "components". A component is either
some type of soil or some nonsoil entity, e.g., rock outcrop. For the attribute being
aggregated, the first step of the aggregation process is to derive one attribute value
for each of a map unit's components. From this set of component attributes, the next
step of the aggregation process derives a single value that represents the map unit
as a whole. Once a single value for each map unit is derived, a thematic map for soil
map units can be rendered. Aggregation must be done because, on any soil map, map
units are delineated but components are not.

For each of a map unit's components, a corresponding percent composition is
recorded. A percent composition of 60 indicates that the corresponding component
typically makes up approximately 60% of the map unit. Percent composition is a critical
factor in some, but not all, aggregation methods.

The majority of soil attributes are associated with a component of a map unit, and such
an attribute has to be aggregated to the map unit level before a thematic map can be
rendered. Map units, however, also have their own attributes. An attribute of a map
unit does not have to be aggregated in order to render a corresponding thematic map.
Therefore, the "aggregation method" for any attribute of a map unit is referred to as
"No Aggregation Necessary".

Tie-break Rule:  Lower

The tie-break rule indicates which value should be selected from a set of multiple
candidate values, or which value should be selected in the event of a percent
composition tie.
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Soil Properties and Qualities
The Soil Properties and Qualities section includes various soil properties and qualities
displayed as thematic maps with a summary table for the soil map units in the selected
area of interest. A single value or rating for each map unit is generated by aggregating
the interpretive ratings of individual map unit components. This aggregation process
is defined for each property or quality.

Soil Physical Properties

Soil Physical Properties are measured or inferred from direct observations in the field
or laboratory. Examples of soil physical properties include percent clay, organic
matter, saturated hydraulic conductivity, available water capacity, and bulk density.

Saturated Hydraulic Conductivity (Ksat), Standard
Classes (Tomlinson)

Saturated hydraulic conductivity (Ksat) refers to the ease with which pores in a
saturated soil transmit water. The estimates are expressed in terms of micrometers
per second. They are based on soil characteristics observed in the field, particularly
structure, porosity, and texture. Saturated hydraulic conductivity is considered in the
design of soil drainage systems and septic tank absorption fields.

For each soil layer, this attribute is actually recorded as three separate values in the
database. A low value and a high value indicate the range of this attribute for the soil
component. A "representative" value indicates the expected value of this attribute for
the component. For this soil property, only the representative value is used.

The numeric Ksat values have been grouped according to standard Ksat class limits.
The classes are:

Very low: 0.00 to 0.01

Low: 0.01 to 0.1

Moderately low: 0.1 to 1.0

Moderately high: 1 to 10

High: 10 to 100

Very high: 100 to 705
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MAP LEGEND MAP INFORMATION

Area of Interest (AOI)
Area of Interest (AOI)

Soils
Soil Rating Polygons

Very Low (0.0 - 0.01)

Low (0.01 - 0.1)

Moderately Low (0.1 - 1)

Moderately High (1 - 10)

High (10 - 100)

Very High (100 - 705)

Not rated or not available

Soil Rating Lines
Very Low (0.0 - 0.01)

Low (0.01 - 0.1)

Moderately Low (0.1 - 1)

Moderately High (1 - 10)

High (10 - 100)

Very High (100 - 705)

Not rated or not available

Soil Rating Points
Very Low (0.0 - 0.01)

Low (0.01 - 0.1)

Moderately Low (0.1 - 1)

Moderately High (1 - 10)

High (10 - 100)

Very High (100 - 705)

Not rated or not available

Water Features
Streams and Canals

Transportation
Rails

Interstate Highways

US Routes

Major Roads

Local Roads

Background
Aerial Photography

The soil surveys that comprise your AOI were mapped at 1:24,000.

Warning: Soil Map may not be valid at this scale.

Enlargement of maps beyond the scale of mapping can cause
misunderstanding of the detail of mapping and accuracy of soil line
placement. The maps do not show the small areas of contrasting
soils that could have been shown at a more detailed scale.

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map
measurements.

Source of Map:  Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey URL:  http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov
Coordinate System:  Web Mercator (EPSG:3857)

Maps from the Web Soil Survey are based on the Web Mercator
projection, which preserves direction and shape but distorts
distance and area. A projection that preserves area, such as the
Albers equal-area conic projection, should be used if more accurate
calculations of distance or area are required.

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data as of
the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area:  San Diego County Area, California
Survey Area Data:  Version 8, Sep 17, 2014

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales 1:50,000
or larger.

Date(s) aerial images were photographed:  May 3, 2010—Jun 19,
2010

The orthophoto or other base map on which the soil lines were
compiled and digitized probably differs from the background
imagery displayed on these maps. As a result, some minor shifting
of map unit boundaries may be evident.
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Table—Saturated Hydraulic Conductivity (Ksat), Standard Classes
(Tomlinson)

Saturated Hydraulic Conductivity (Ksat), Standard Classes— Summary by Map Unit — San Diego County Area, California
(CA638)

Map unit symbol Map unit name Rating (micrometers
per second)

Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

EsC Escondido very fine
sandy loam, 5 to 9
percent slopes

9.0000 5.4 34.7%

EsE2 Escondido very fine
sandy loam, 15 to 30
percent slopes , eroded

9.0000 0.0 0.0%

HrC Huerhuero loam, 2 to 9
percent slopes

9.0000 10.0 64.4%

WmC Wyman loam, 5 to 9
percent slopes

9.0000 0.1 0.9%

Totals for Area of Interest 15.5 100.0%

Rating Options—Saturated Hydraulic Conductivity (Ksat),
Standard Classes (Tomlinson)

Units of Measure:  micrometers per second

Aggregation Method:  Dominant Component

Component Percent Cutoff:  None Specified

Tie-break Rule:  Fastest

Interpret Nulls as Zero:  No

Layer Options (Horizon Aggregation Method):  Depth Range (Weighted Average)

Top Depth:  0

Bottom Depth:  12

Units of Measure:  Inches
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs142p2_052290.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs142p2_052290.pdf
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GENERAL EARTHWORK, GRADING GUIDELINES, AND PRELIMINARY CRITERIA

General

These guidelines present general procedures and requirements for earthwork and grading
as shown on the approved grading plans, including preparation of areas to be filled,
placement of fill, installation of subdrains, excavations, and appurtenant structures or
flatwork.  The recommendations contained in the geotechnical report are part of these
earthwork and grading guidelines and would supercede the provisions contained hereafter
in the case of conflict.  Evaluations performed by the consultant during the course of
grading may result in new or revised recommendations which could supercede these
guidelines or the recommendations contained in the geotechnical report.  Generalized
details follow this text.

The contractor is responsible for the satisfactory completion of all earthwork in accordance
with provisions of the project plans and specifications and latest adopted Code.  In the
case of conflict, the most onerous provisions shall prevail.  The project geotechnical
engineer and engineering geologist (geotechnical consultant), and/or their representatives,
should provide observation and testing services, and geotechnical consultation during the
duration of the project.

EARTHWORK OBSERVATIONS AND TESTING

Geotechnical Consultant

Prior to the commencement of grading, a qualified geotechnical consultant (soil engineer
and engineering geologist) should be employed for the purpose of observing earthwork
procedures and testing the fills for general conformance with the recommendations of the
geotechnical report(s), the approved grading plans, and applicable grading codes and
ordinances.

The geotechnical consultant should provide testing and observation so that an evaluation
may be made that the work is being accomplished as specified.  It is the responsibility of
the contractor to assist the consultants and keep them apprised of anticipated work
schedules and changes, so that they may schedule their personnel accordingly.

All remedial removals, clean-outs, prepared ground to receive fill, key excavations, and
subdrain installation should be observed and documented by the geotechnical consultant
prior to placing any fill.  It is the contractor’s responsibility to notify the geotechnical
consultant when such areas are ready for observation.
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Laboratory and Field Tests

Maximum dry density tests to determine the degree of compaction should be performed
in accordance with American Standard Testing Materials test method ASTM designation
D 1557.  Random or representative field compaction tests should be performed in
accordance with test methods ASTM designation D 1556, D 2937 or D 2922, and D 3017,
at intervals of approximately ±2 feet of fill height or approximately every 1,000 cubic yards
placed.  These criteria would vary depending on the soil conditions and the size of the
project.  The location and frequency of testing would be at the discretion of the
geotechnical consultant.

Contractor's Responsibility

All clearing, site preparation, and earthwork performed on the project should be conducted
by the contractor, with observation by a geotechnical consultant, and staged approval by
the governing agencies, as applicable.  It is the contractor's responsibility to prepare the
ground surface to receive the fill, to the satisfaction of the geotechnical consultant, and to
place, spread, moisture condition, mix, and compact the fill in accordance with the
recommendations of the geotechnical consultant.  The contractor should also remove all
non-earth material considered unsatisfactory by the geotechnical consultant.

Notwithstanding the services provided by the geotechnical consultant, it is the sole
responsibility of the contractor to provide adequate equipment and methods to accomplish
the earthwork in strict accordance with applicable grading guidelines, latest adopted
Codes or agency ordinances, geotechnical report(s), and approved grading plans.
Sufficient watering apparatus and compaction equipment should be provided by the
contractor with due consideration for the fill material, rate of placement, and climatic
conditions.  If, in the opinion of the geotechnical consultant, unsatisfactory conditions such
as questionable weather, excessive oversized rock or deleterious material, insufficient
support equipment, etc., are resulting in a quality of work that is not acceptable, the
consultant will inform the contractor, and the contractor is expected to rectify the
conditions, and if necessary, stop work until conditions are satisfactory.

During construction, the contractor shall properly grade all surfaces to maintain good
drainage and prevent ponding of water.  The contractor shall take remedial measures to
control surface water and to prevent erosion of graded areas until such time as permanent
drainage and erosion control measures have been installed.

SITE PREPARATION

All major vegetation, including brush, trees, thick grasses, organic debris, and other
deleterious material, should be removed and disposed of off-site.  These removals must
be concluded prior to placing fill.  In-place existing fill, soil, alluvium, colluvium, or rock
materials, as evaluated by the geotechnical consultant as being unsuitable, should be
removed prior to any fill placement.  Depending upon the soil conditions, these materials
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may be reused as compacted fills.  Any materials incorporated as part of the compacted
fills should be approved by the geotechnical consultant.

Any underground structures such as cesspools, cisterns, mining shafts, tunnels, septic
tanks, wells, pipelines, or other structures not located prior to grading, are to be removed
or treated in a manner recommended by the geotechnical consultant.  Soft, dry, spongy,
highly fractured, or otherwise unsuitable ground, extending to such a depth that surface
processing cannot adequately improve the condition, should be overexcavated down to
firm ground and approved by the geotechnical consultant before compaction and filling
operations continue.  Overexcavated and processed soils, which have been properly
mixed and moisture conditioned, should be re-compacted to the minimum relative
compaction as specified in these guidelines.

Existing ground, which is determined to be satisfactory for support of the fills, should be
scarified (ripped) to a minimum depth of 6 to 8 inches, or as directed by the geotechnical
consultant.  After the scarified ground is brought to optimum moisture content, or greater
and mixed, the materials should be compacted as specified herein.  If the scarified zone
is greater than 6 to 8 inches in depth, it may be necessary to remove the excess and place
the material in lifts restricted to about 6 to 8 inches in compacted thickness.

Existing ground which is not satisfactory to support compacted fill should be
overexcavated as required in the geotechnical report, or by the on-site geotechnical
consultant.  Scarification, disc harrowing, or other acceptable forms of mixing should
continue until the soils are broken down and free of large lumps or clods, until the working
surface is reasonably uniform and free from ruts, hollows, hummocks, mounds, or other
uneven features, which would inhibit compaction as described previously.

Where fills are to be placed on ground with slopes steeper than 5:1 (horizontal to vertical
[h:v]), the ground should be stepped or benched.  The lowest bench, which will act as a
key, should be a minimum of 15 feet wide and should be at least 2 feet deep into firm
material, and approved by the geotechnical consultant.  In fill-over-cut slope conditions,
the recommended minimum width of the lowest bench or key is also 15 feet, with the key
founded on firm material, as designated by the geotechnical consultant.  As a general rule,
unless specifically recommended otherwise by the geotechnical consultant, the minimum
width of fill keys should be equal to ½ the height of the slope.

Standard benching is generally 4 feet (minimum) vertically, exposing firm, acceptable
material.  Benching may be used to remove unsuitable materials, although it is understood
that the vertical height of the bench may exceed 4 feet.  Pre-stripping may be considered
for unsuitable materials in excess of 4 feet in thickness.

All areas to receive fill, including processed areas, removal areas, and the toes of fill
benches, should be observed and approved by the geotechnical consultant prior to
placement of fill.  Fills may then be properly placed and compacted until design grades
(elevations) are attained.
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COMPACTED FILLS

Any earth materials imported or excavated on the property may be utilized in the fill
provided that each material has been evaluated to be suitable by the geotechnical
consultant.  These materials should be free of roots, tree branches, other organic matter,
or other deleterious materials.  All unsuitable materials should be removed from the fill as
directed by the geotechnical consultant.  Soils of poor gradation, undesirable expansion
potential, or substandard strength characteristics may be designated by the consultant as
unsuitable and may require blending with other soils to serve as a satisfactory fill material.

Fill materials derived from benching operations should be dispersed throughout the fill
area and blended with other approved material.  Benching operations should not result in
the benched material being placed only within a single equipment width away from the
fill/bedrock contact.

Oversized materials defined as rock, or other irreducible materials, with a maximum
dimension greater than 12 inches, should not be buried or placed in fills unless the
location of materials and disposal methods are specifically approved by the geotechnical
consultant.  Oversized material should be taken offsite, or placed in accordance with
recommendations of the geotechnical consultant in areas designated as suitable for rock
disposal.  GSI anticipates that soils to be utilized as fill material for the subject project may
contain some rock.  Appropriately, the need for rock disposal may be necessary during
grading operations on the site.  From a geotechnical standpoint, the depth of any rocks,
rock fills, or rock blankets, should be a sufficient distance from finish grade.  This depth is
generally the same as any overexcavation due to cut-fill transitions in hard rock areas, and
generally facilitates the excavation of structural footings and substructures.  Should deeper
excavations be proposed (i.e., deepened footings, utility trenching, swimming pools, spas,
etc.), the developer may consider increasing the hold-down depth of any rocky fills to be
placed, as appropriate.  In addition, some agencies/jurisdictions mandate a specific
hold-down depth for oversize materials placed in fills.  The hold-down depth, and potential
to encounter oversize rock, both within fills, and occurring in cut or natural areas, would
need to be disclosed to all interested/affected parties.  Once approved by the governing
agency, the hold-down depth for oversized rock (i.e., greater than 12 inches) in fills on this
project is provided as 10 feet, unless specified differently in the text of this report.  The
governing agency may require that these materials need to be deeper, crushed, or
reduced to less than 12 inches in maximum dimension, at their discretion.

To facilitate future trenching, rock (or oversized material), should not be placed within the
hold-down depth feet from finish grade, the range of foundation excavations, future utilities,
or underground construction unless specifically approved by the governing agency, the
geotechnical consultant, and/or the developer’s representative.  

If import material is required for grading, representative samples of the materials to be
utilized as compacted fill should be analyzed in the laboratory by the geotechnical
consultant to evaluate it’s physical properties and suitability for use onsite.  Such testing
should be performed three (3) days prior to importation.  If any material other than that
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previously tested is encountered during grading, an appropriate analysis of this material
should be conducted by the geotechnical consultant as soon as possible.

Approved fill material should be placed in areas prepared to receive fill in near horizontal
layers, that when compacted, should not exceed about 6 to 8 inches in thickness.  The
geotechnical consultant may approve thick lifts if testing indicates the grading procedures
are such that adequate compaction is being achieved with lifts of greater thickness.  Each
layer should be spread evenly and blended to attain uniformity of material and moisture
suitable for compaction.

Fill layers at a moisture content less than optimum should be watered and mixed, and wet
fill layers should be aerated by scarification, or should be blended with drier material.
Moisture conditioning, blending, and mixing of the fill layer should continue until the fill
materials have a uniform moisture content at, or above, optimum moisture.

After each layer has been evenly spread, moisture conditioned, and mixed, it should be
uniformly compacted to a minimum of 90 percent of the maximum density as evaluated by
ASTM test designation D 1557, or as otherwise recommended by the geotechnical
consultant.  Compaction equipment should be adequately sized and should be specifically
designed for soil compaction, or of proven reliability to efficiently achieve the specified
degree of compaction.

Where tests indicate that the density of any layer of fill, or portion thereof, is below the
required relative compaction, or improper moisture is in evidence, the particular layer or
portion shall be re-worked until the required density and/or moisture content has been
attained.  No additional fill shall be placed in an area until the last placed lift of fill has been
tested and found to meet the density and moisture requirements, and is approved by the
geotechnical consultant.

In general, per the latest adopted Code, fill slopes should be designed and constructed
at a gradient of 2:1 (h:v), or flatter.  Compaction of slopes should be accomplished by over-
building a minimum of 3 feet horizontally, and subsequently trimming back to the design
slope configuration.  Testing shall be performed as the fill is elevated to evaluate
compaction as the fill core is being developed.  Special efforts may be necessary to attain
the specified compaction in the fill slope zone.  Final slope shaping should be performed
by trimming and removing loose materials with appropriate equipment.  A final evaluation
of fill slope compaction should be based on observation and/or testing of the finished
slope face.  Where compacted fill slopes are designed steeper than 2:1 (h:v), prior
approval from the governing agency, specific material types, a higher minimum relative
compaction, special reinforcement, and special grading procedures will be recommended.

If an alternative to over-building and cutting back the compacted fill slopes is selected,
then special effort should be made to achieve the required compaction in the outer 10 feet
of each lift of fill by undertaking the following:
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1. An extra piece of equipment consisting of a heavy, short-shanked sheepsfoot
should be used to roll (horizontal) parallel to the slopes continuously as fill is
placed.  The sheepsfoot roller should also be used to roll perpendicular to the
slopes, and extend out over the slope to provide adequate compaction to the face
of the slope.

2. Loose fill should not be spilled out over the face of the slope as each lift is
compacted.  Any loose fill spilled over a previously completed slope face should be
trimmed off or be subject to re-rolling.

3. Field compaction tests will be made in the outer (horizontal) ±2 to ±8 feet of the
slope at appropriate vertical intervals, subsequent to compaction operations.

4. After completion of the slope, the slope face should be shaped with a small tractor
and then re-rolled with a sheepsfoot to achieve compaction to near the slope face.
Subsequent to testing to evaluate compaction, the slopes should be grid-rolled to
achieve compaction to the slope face.  Final testing should be used to evaluate
compaction after grid rolling.

5. Where testing indicates less than adequate compaction, the contractor will be
responsible to rip, water, mix, and recompact the slope material as necessary to
achieve compaction.  Additional testing should be performed to evaluate
compaction.

SUBDRAIN INSTALLATION

Subdrains should be installed in approved ground in accordance with the approximate
alignment and details indicated by the geotechnical consultant.  Subdrain locations or
materials should not be changed or modified without approval of the geotechnical
consultant.  The geotechnical consultant may recommend and direct changes in subdrain
line, grade, and drain material in the field, pending exposed conditions.  The location of
constructed subdrains, especially the outlets, should be recorded/surveyed by the project
civil engineer.  Drainage at the subdrain outlets should be provided by the project civil
engineer.

EXCAVATIONS

Excavations and cut slopes should be examined during grading by the geotechnical
consultant.  If directed by the geotechnical consultant, further excavations or
overexcavation and refilling of cut areas should be performed, and/or remedial grading of
cut slopes should be performed.  When fill-over-cut slopes are to be graded, unless
otherwise approved, the cut portion of the slope should be observed by the geotechnical
consultant prior to placement of materials for construction of the fill portion of the slope.
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The geotechnical consultant should observe all cut slopes, and should be notified by the
contractor when excavation of cut slopes commence.

If, during the course of grading, unforeseen adverse or potentially adverse geologic
conditions are encountered, the geotechnical consultant should investigate, evaluate, and
make appropriate recommendations for mitigation of these conditions.  The need for cut
slope buttressing or stabilizing should be based on in-grading evaluation by the
geotechnical consultant, whether anticipated or not.

Unless otherwise specified in geotechnical and geological report(s), no cut slopes should
be excavated higher or steeper than that allowed by the ordinances of controlling
governmental agencies.  Additionally, short-term stability of temporary cut slopes is the
contractor’s responsibility.

Erosion control and drainage devices should be designed by the project civil engineer and
should be constructed in compliance with the ordinances of the controlling governmental
agencies, and/or in accordance with the recommendations of the geotechnical consultant.

COMPLETION

Observation, testing, and consultation by the geotechnical consultant should be
conducted during the grading operations in order to state an opinion that all cut and fill
areas are graded in accordance with the approved project specifications.  After completion
of grading, and after the geotechnical consultant has finished observations of the work,
final reports should be submitted, and may be subject to review by the controlling
governmental agencies.  No further excavation or filling should be undertaken without prior
notification of the geotechnical consultant or approved plans.

All finished cut and fill slopes should be protected from erosion and/or be planted in
accordance with the project specifications and/or as recommended by a landscape
architect.  Such protection and/or planning should be undertaken as soon as practical after
completion of grading. 

PRELIMINARY OUTDOOR POOL/SPA DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS

The following preliminary recommendations are provided for consideration in pool/spa
design and planning.  Actual recommendations should be provided by a qualified
geotechnical consultant, based on site specific geotechnical conditions, including a
subsurface investigation, differential settlement potential, expansive and corrosive soil
potential, proximity of the proposed pool/spa to any slopes with regard to slope creep and
lateral fill extension, as well as slope setbacks per Code, and geometry of the proposed
improvements.  Recommendations for pools/spas and/or deck flatwork underlain by
expansive soils, or for areas with differential settlement greater than ¼-inch over 40 feet
horizontally, will be more onerous than the preliminary recommendations presented below.
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The 1:1 (h:v) influence zone of any nearby retaining wall site structures should be
delineated on the project civil drawings with the pool/spa.  This 1:1 (h:v) zone is defined
as a plane up from the lower-most heel of the retaining structure, to the daylight grade of
the nearby building pad or slope.  If pools/spas or associated pool/spa improvements are
constructed within this zone, they should be re-positioned (horizontally or vertically) so that
they are supported by earth materials that are outside or below this 1:1 plane.  If this is not
possible given the area of the building pad, the owner should consider eliminating these
improvements or allow for increased potential for lateral/vertical deformations and
associated distress that may render these improvements unusable in the future, unless
they are periodically repaired and maintained.  The conditions and recommendations
presented herein should be disclosed to all homeowners and any interested/affected
parties.

General

1. The equivalent fluid pressure to be used for the pool/spa design should be
60 pounds per cubic foot (pcf) for pool/spa walls with level backfill, and 75 pcf for
a 2:1 sloped backfill condition.  In addition, backdrains should be provided behind
pool/spa walls subjacent to slopes.

2. Passive earth pressure may be computed as an equivalent fluid having a density of
150 pcf, to a maximum lateral earth pressure of 1,000 pounds per square foot (psf).

3. An allowable coefficient of friction between soil and concrete of 0.30 may be used
with the dead load forces.

4. When combining passive pressure and frictional resistance, the passive pressure
component should be reduced by one-third.

5. Where pools/spas are planned near structures, appropriate surcharge loads need
to be incorporated into design and construction by the pool/spa designer.  This
includes, but is not limited to landscape berms, decorative walls, footings, built-in
barbeques, utility poles, etc.

6. All pool/spa walls should be designed as “free standing” and be capable of
supporting the water in the pool/spa without soil support.  The shape of pool/spa
in cross section and plan view may affect the performance of the pool, from a
geotechnical standpoint.  Pools and spas should also be designed in accordance
with the latest adopted Code.  Minimally, the bottoms of the pools/spas, should
maintain a distance H/3, where H is the height of the slope (in feet), from the slope
face.  This distance should not be less than 7 feet, nor need not be greater than
40 feet.   

7. The soil beneath the pool/spa bottom should be uniformly moist with the same
stiffness throughout. If a fill/cut transition occurs beneath the pool/spa bottom, the
cut portion should be overexcavated to a minimum depth of 48 inches, and
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replaced with compacted fill, such that there is a uniform blanket that is a minimum
of 48 inches below the pool/spa shell.  If very low expansive soil is used for fill, the
fill should be placed at a minimum of 95 percent relative compaction, at optimum
moisture conditions.  This requirement should be 90 percent relative compaction
at over optimum moisture if the pool/spa is constructed within or near expansive
soils.  The potential for grading and/or re-grading of the pool/spa bottom, and
attendant potential for shoring and/or slot excavation, needs to be considered
during all aspects of pool/spa planning, design, and construction.

8. If the pool/spa is founded entirely in compacted fill placed during rough grading, the
deepest portion of the pool/spa should correspond with the thickest fill on the lot.

9. Hydrostatic pressure relief valves should be incorporated into the pool and spa
designs.  A pool/spa under-drain system is also recommended, with an appropriate
outlet for discharge.

10. All fittings and pipe joints, particularly fittings in the side of the pool or spa, should
be properly sealed to prevent water from leaking into the adjacent soils materials,
and be fitted with slip or expandible joints between connections transecting varying
soil conditions.

11. An elastic expansion joint (flexible waterproof sealant) should be installed to prevent
water from seeping into the soil at all deck joints.

12. A reinforced grade beam should be placed around skimmer inlets to provide
support and mitigate cracking around the skimmer face.

13. In order to reduce unsightly cracking, deck slabs should minimally be 4 inches
thick, and reinforced with No. 3 reinforcing bars at 18 inches on-center.  All slab
reinforcement should be supported to ensure proper mid-slab positioning during
the placement of concrete.  Wire mesh reinforcing is specifically not recommended.
Deck slabs should not be tied to the pool/spa structure.  Pre-moistening and/or
pre-soaking of the slab subgrade is recommended, to a depth of 12 inches
(optimum moisture content), or 18 inches (120 percent of the soil’s optimum
moisture content, or 3 percent over optimum moisture content, whichever is
greater), for very low to low, and medium expansive soils, respectively.  This
moisture content should be maintained in the subgrade soils during concrete
placement to promote uniform curing of the concrete and minimize the
development of unsightly shrinkage cracks.  Slab underlayment should consist of
a 1- to 2-inch leveling course of sand (S.E.>30) and a minimum of 4 to 6 inches of
Class 2 base compacted to 90 percent.  Deck slabs within the H/3 zone, where H
is the height of the slope (in feet), will have an increased potential for distress
relative to other areas outside of the H/3 zone.  If distress is undesirable,
improvements, deck slabs or flatwork should not be constructed closer than H/3 or
7 feet (whichever is greater) from the slope face, in order to reduce, but not
eliminate, this potential.



GeoSoils, Inc.
Tomlinson/Marshall Appendix G

File:wp12\6800\6814a.pge Page 10

14. Pool/spa bottom or deck slabs should be founded entirely on competent bedrock,
or properly compacted fill.  Fill should be compacted to achieve a minimum
90 percent relative compaction, as discussed above.  Prior to pouring concrete,
subgrade soils below the pool/spa decking should be throughly watered to achieve
a moisture content that is at least 2 percent above optimum moisture content, to a
depth of at least 18 inches below the bottom of slabs.  This moisture content should
be maintained in the subgrade soils during concrete placement to promote uniform
curing of the concrete and minimize the development of unsightly shrinkage cracks.

15. In order to reduce unsightly cracking, the outer edges of pool/spa decking to be
bordered by landscaping, and the edges immediately adjacent to the pool/spa,
should be underlain by an 8-inch wide concrete cutoff shoulder (thickened edge)
extending to a depth of at least 12 inches below the bottoms of the slabs to mitigate
excessive infiltration of water under the pool/spa deck.  These thickened edges
should be reinforced with two No. 4 bars, one at the top and one at the bottom.
Deck slabs may be minimally reinforced with No. 3 reinforcing bars placed at
18 inches on-center, in both directions.  All slab reinforcement should be supported
on chairs to ensure proper mid-slab positioning during the placement of concrete.

16. Surface and shrinkage cracking of the finish slab may be reduced if a low slump
and water-cement ratio are maintained during concrete placement.  Concrete
utilized should have a minimum compressive strength of 4,000 psi.  Excessive water
added to concrete prior to placement is likely to cause shrinkage cracking, and
should be avoided.  Some concrete shrinkage cracking, however, is unavoidable.

17. Joint and sawcut locations for the pool/spa deck should be determined by the
design engineer and/or contractor.  However, spacings should not exceed 6 feet on
center.  

18. Considering the nature of the onsite earth materials, it should be anticipated that
caving or sloughing could be a factor in subsurface excavations and trenching.
Shoring or excavating the trench walls/backcuts at the angle of repose (typically 25
to 45 degrees), should be anticipated.  All excavations should be observed by a
representative of the geotechnical consultant, including the project geologist and/or
geotechnical engineer, prior to workers entering the excavation or trench, and
minimally conform to Cal/OSHA (“Type C” soils may be assumed), state, and local
safety codes.  Should adverse conditions exist, appropriate recommendations
should be offered at that time by the geotechnical consultant.  GSI does not consult
in the area of safety engineering and the safety of the construction crew is the
responsibility of the pool/spa builder.

19. It is imperative that adequate provisions for surface drainage are incorporated by
the homeowners into their overall improvement scheme.  Ponding water, ground
saturation and flow over slope faces, are all situations which must be avoided to
enhance long term performance of the pool/spa and associated improvements, and
reduce the likelihood of distress.
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20. Regardless of the methods employed, once the pool/spa is filled with water, should
it be emptied, there exists some potential that if emptied, significant distress may
occur.  Accordingly, once filled, the pool/spa should not be emptied unless
evaluated by the geotechnical consultant and the pool/spa builder.

21. For pools/spas built within (all or part) of the Code setback and/or geotechnical
setback, as indicated in the site geotechnical documents, special foundations are
recommended to mitigate the affects of creep, lateral fill extension, expansive soils
and settlement on the proposed pool/spa.  Most municipalities or County reviewers
do not consider these effects in pool/spa plan approvals.  As such, where
pools/spas are proposed on 20 feet or more of fill, medium or highly expansive
soils, or rock fill with limited “cap soils” and built within Code setbacks, or within the
influence of the creep zone, or lateral fill extension, the following should be
considered during design and construction:

OPTION A: Shallow foundations with or without overexcavation of the
pool/spa “shell,” such that the pool/spa is surrounded by 5 feet of very low
to low expansive soils (without irreducible particles greater that 6 inches),
and the pool/spa walls closer to the slope(s) are designed to be free
standing.  GSI recommends a pool/spa under-drain or blanket system (see
attached Typical Pool/Spa Detail).  The pool/spa builders and owner in this
optional construction technique should be generally satisfied with pool/spa
performance under this scenario; however, some settlement, tilting, cracking,
and leakage of the pool/spa is likely over the life of the project.

OPTION B: Pier supported pool/spa foundations with or without
overexcavation of the pool/spa shell such that the pool/spa is surrounded by
5 feet of very low to low expansive soils (without irreducible particles greater
than 6 inches), and the pool/spa walls closer to the slope(s) are designed to
be free standing.  The need for a pool/spa under-drain system may be
installed for leak detection purposes.  Piers that support the pool/spa should
be a minimum of 12 inches in diameter and at a spacing to provide vertical
and lateral support of the pool/spa, in accordance with the pool/spa
designers recommendations current applicable Codes.  The pool/spa builder
and owner in this second scenario construction technique should be more
satisfied with pool/spa performance.  This construction will reduce settlement
and creep effects on the pool/spa; however, it will not eliminate these
potentials, nor make the pool/spa “leak-free.”

22. The temperature of the water lines for spas and pools may affect the corrosion
properties of site soils, thus, a corrosion specialist should be retained to review all
spa and pool plans, and provide mitigative recommendations, as warranted.
Concrete mix design should be reviewed by a qualified corrosion consultant and
materials engineer.
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23. All pool/spa utility trenches should be compacted to 90 percent of the laboratory
standard, under the full-time observation and testing of a qualified geotechnical
consultant.  Utility trench bottoms should be sloped away from the primary structure
on the property (typically the residence).

24. Pool and spa utility lines should not cross the primary structure’s utility lines (i.e.,
not stacked, or sharing of trenches, etc.). 

25. The pool/spa or associated utilities should not intercept, interrupt, or otherwise
adversely impact any area drain, roof drain, or other drainage conveyances.  If it is
necessary to modify, move, or disrupt existing area drains, subdrains, or tightlines,
then the design civil engineer should be consulted, and mitigative measures
provided.  Such measures should be further reviewed and approved by the
geotechnical consultant, prior to proceeding with any further construction.

 
26. The geotechnical consultant should review and approve all aspects of pool/spa and

flatwork design prior to construction.  A design civil engineer should review all
aspects of such design, including drainage and setback conditions.  Prior to
acceptance of the pool/spa construction, the project builder, geotechnical
consultant and civil designer should evaluate the performance of the area drains
and other site drainage pipes, following pool/spa construction.

27. All aspects of construction should be reviewed and approved by the geotechnical
consultant, including during excavation, prior to the placement of any additional fill,
prior to the placement of any reinforcement or pouring of any concrete.

28. Any changes in design or location of the pool/spa should be reviewed and
approved by the geotechnical and design civil engineer prior to construction.  Field
adjustments should not be allowed until written approval of the proposed field
changes are obtained from the geotechnical and design civil engineer.

29. Disclosure should be made to homeowners and builders, contractors, and any
interested/affected parties, that pools/spas built within about 15 feet of the top of a
slope, and/or H/3, where H is the height of the slope (in feet), will experience some
movement or tilting.  While the pool/spa shell or coping may not necessarily crack,
the levelness of the pool/spa will likely tilt toward the slope, and may not be
esthetically pleasing.  The same is true with decking, flatwork and other
improvements in this zone. 

30. Failure to adhere to the above recommendations will significantly increase the
potential for distress to the pool/spa, flatwork, etc.

31. Local seismicity and/or the design earthquake will cause some distress to the
pool/spa and decking or flatwork, possibly including total functional and economic
loss. 
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32. The information and recommendations discussed above should be provided to any
contractors and/or subcontractors, or homeowners, interested/affected parties, etc.,
that may perform or may be affected by such work.

JOB SAFETY

General

At GSI, getting the job done safely is of primary concern.  The following is the company's
safety considerations for use by all employees on multi-employer construction sites.
On-ground personnel are at highest risk of injury, and possible fatality, on grading and
construction projects.  GSI recognizes that construction activities will vary on each site, and
that site safety is the prime responsibility of the contractor; however, everyone must be
safety conscious and responsible at all times.  To achieve our goal of avoiding accidents,
cooperation between the client, the contractor, and GSI personnel must be maintained.

In an effort to minimize risks associated with geotechnical testing and observation, the
following precautions are to be implemented for the safety of field personnel on grading
and construction projects:

Safety Meetings: GSI field personnel are directed to attend contractor’s regularly
scheduled and documented safety meetings.  

Safety Vests: Safety vests are provided for, and are to be worn by GSI personnel,
at all times, when they are working in the field.

Safety Flags: Two safety flags are provided to GSI field technicians; one is to be
affixed to the vehicle when on site, the other is to be placed atop the
spoil pile on all test pits.

Flashing Lights: All vehicles stationary in the grading area shall use rotating or flashing
amber beacons, or strobe lights, on the vehicle during all field testing.
While operating a vehicle in the grading area, the emergency flasher
on the vehicle shall be activated.

In the event that the contractor's representative observes any of our personnel not
following the above, we request that it be brought to the attention of our office.

Test Pits Location, Orientation, and Clearance

The technician is responsible for selecting test pit locations.  A primary concern should be
the technician’s safety.  Efforts will be made to coordinate locations with the grading
contractor’s authorized representative, and to select locations following or behind the
established traffic pattern, preferably outside of current traffic.  The contractor’s authorized
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representative (supervisor, grade checker, dump man, operator, etc.) should direct
excavation of the pit and safety during the test period.  Of paramount concern should be
the soil technician’s safety, and obtaining enough tests to represent the fill.

Test pits should be excavated so that the spoil pile is placed away from oncoming traffic,
whenever possible.  The technician's vehicle is to be placed next to the test pit, opposite
the spoil pile.  This necessitates the fill be maintained in a driveable condition.
Alternatively, the contractor may wish to park a piece of equipment in front of the test
holes, particularly in small fill areas or those with limited access.

A zone of non-encroachment should be established for all test pits.  No grading equipment
should enter this zone during the testing procedure.  The zone should extend
approximately 50 feet outward from the center of the test pit.  This zone is established for
safety and to avoid excessive ground vibration, which typically decreases test results.

When taking slope tests, the technician should park the vehicle directly above or below the
test location.  If this is not possible, a prominent flag should be placed at the top of the
slope.  The contractor's representative should effectively keep all equipment at a safe
operational distance (e.g., 50 feet) away from the slope during this testing.

The technician is directed to withdraw from the active portion of the fill as soon as possible
following testing.  The technician's vehicle should be parked at the perimeter of the fill in
a highly visible location, well away from the equipment traffic pattern.  The contractor
should inform our personnel of all changes to haul roads, cut and fill areas or other factors
that may affect site access and site safety.

In the event that the technician’s safety is jeopardized or compromised as a result of the
contractor’s failure to comply with any of the above, the technician is required, by company
policy, to immediately withdraw and notify his/her supervisor.  The grading contractor’s
representative will be contacted in an effort to affect a solution.  However, in the interim,
no further testing will be performed until the situation is rectified.  Any fill placed can be
considered unacceptable and subject to reprocessing, recompaction, or removal.

In the event that the soil technician does not comply with the above or other established
safety guidelines, we request that the contractor bring this to the technician’s attention and
notify this office.  Effective communication and coordination between the contractor’s
representative and the soil technician is strongly encouraged in order to implement the
above safety plan. 

Trench and Vertical Excavation

It is the contractor's responsibility to provide safe access into trenches where compaction
testing is needed.  Our personnel are directed not to enter any excavation or vertical cut
which: 1) is 5 feet or deeper unless shored or laid back; 2) displays any evidence of
instability, has any loose rock or other debris which could fall into the trench; or 3) displays
any other evidence of any unsafe conditions regardless of depth.
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All trench excavations or vertical cuts in excess of 5 feet deep, which any person enters,
should be shored or laid back.  Trench access should be provided in accordance with
Cal/OSHA and/or state and local standards.  Our personnel are directed not to enter any
trench by being lowered or “riding down” on the equipment.

If the contractor fails to provide safe access to trenches for compaction testing, our
company policy requires that the soil technician withdraw and notify his/her supervisor.
The contractor’s representative will be contacted in an effort to affect a solution.  All backfill
not tested due to safety concerns or other reasons could be subject to reprocessing and/or
removal.  

If GSI personnel become aware of anyone working beneath an unsafe trench wall or
vertical excavation, we have a legal obligation to put the contractor and owner/developer
on notice to immediately correct the situation.  If corrective steps are not taken, GSI then
has an obligation to notify Cal/OSHA and/or the proper controlling authorities. 












































